LHuHb XyaHB C OIETCKHX JIeT pOC BO ABOPIIE 1, KOHEYHO, HUKOI'Id HE BUOEJI TAKUX IIPOCTEIX U l"pY6BIX
METOHOOB IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS ITUIIH. Kaxpnoe oBuxkeHue Yxkao ]_[I/IH(l)SHa Ka3aJIOChk eMy YOUBUTEJIIEHO
WHTEPECHEIM, 1 OH, HE B CHUJIaX YOEPZKaThbCs, IMOOOIIEII BIIJIOTHYIO K 04ary, YCTaBUBIINCE Ha OTOHB,
IIOKa ero JIMIO0 He IIOKPaCHEeJIO OT ZXKapa.

Jlerkas mpoxiaga KOCHynach meku. LluHb XyaHb MOTHSJI TOJIOBY ¥ YBUAEN, 4TO YkKao LIuHGIH
CMOYHJI TTaJIbLLI B COJIEHOM BOZE U IIPOBEJI MM I10 €ro IeKe:

— Baure BLICO4YECTBO, OTOMOUTE IIOOAJIBIIE, a TO 000KKETECE.

[uub XyaHb, KOHEYHO, HE XOTEJI YXOOUTh, HO BCE 3Ke TIOBEPHYJICS U o0exkas K TTIMHIHOMY Ta3y,
cTapasch nogpaxarth Yxkao LInHGIHY U MATH TECTO [T JIelellexk.

[Ton x®apoM OpoB Jemnelika Hayajla MejIeHHO pa3ayBaThCs, IOKPHIBASCh IIy3bIPbKaMU, Ha KOTOPHIX
IIPOCTYIIaIX 30JI0TUCTO-KOPUYHEBLIE NOAIaNUHEL. HakoHEI] Topsa4yio JenemKy JOCTaly U3 [eYH.
Yxkao LUuabsH, Oys Ha Hee, OTOPBaI KyCco4eK U CyHYI B poT LluHb XyaHIo.

Lluap XyaHb, 00KETIINCH, BCe XKe YIPSIMO IIPOKeBAJ JIeNeKy U IPOTI0THIL.

Bernsbiil nap, CJI0BHO TyMaH, BUTAJI B Y3KOU KyxHe. Tak TUXO0 U CIIOKOMHO IIPOLLIeJ Beuep Iepen
HaydanoM OypH.

[Tocne HOUHBIX 3a0aB Ha clenymwolnee yTpo 06a BCTalM MopaHblile, YTOOH ITOCKOPee BEPHYTHCS BO
nBopetl. CKOpPO MOMXKHO OBIZI0 HAYaThCS MIPEICTaBIeHNe, U JaXKe eClid He YOACTCs YBUNETh Bce
CBOMMH TJIa3aMH, TO XOTsI OB YCIIBIIIATh TPOUCXOMINee T06IH30CTH ORIIO YKe PAl0CThIO.

— 9r10 npaBga? — Ilocne yTpeHHEro IpueMa rilaBHbM eBHYX JIu Xysi TaKOM IlepexBaTUl KaHIJlepa
X3 YuuHa, ¥ Ha ero julle YuTanoch 0ecrnokorcTBo. CHavasna X3 YIUH B [yllle IIOCMEUBAJICS Hafl eTo
IOHOIIIECKOU FOPSIYHOCTRI0, HO KOTHa YCBIIIai, 0 4eM coobuun JIu Xyaii, TO IOJTHOCTBIO TOTEPSIIT
camoobyaganue, ¥ ero 00BIYHO CHUILIBIN I'0JIOC CTAJl FPOMYe.

JIn XYSfI C BEIPAZKE€HHEM CJIOZKHBIX YYBCTB Ha JIMIIE€ HE IIEePeCTaBasd KUBaAJl:

— AGcomoTHas mpaBfa. [IBa Mecsilia Ha3aj s COMMPOBOXKOAJ UMIIEPATOpPa Ha IPYAY, THEe MBI
mo6oBaIKuCh pridaMy, KaK pa3 B 3TO BpeMs TaM OKa3ajach HanmoxHuIa Yxy. Ero BenuuecTtso
CHayasa JIuih 0OMEeHSJICS C Hel Tapoy CJI0B, HO BOPYT ITOYEMY-TO 3aTEeS/I UTPY U IOLIEeN K Hell B
TIOKOH.

— IMpoucxoxkmeHnue HaMOKHUIE UYXy COBEPIIEHHO MPO3PayHo, U 5 OBIJT CIIOKOEH, JyMasi, YTO IIPOCTO
pasBiiekaio uMieparopa. KTo 65 MOT MOAyMaTh... IPOIIION HOYbI0 Y Hee 00HAPY KUK
0epeMeHHOCTb.

— Kak Takoe Bo3M0oxkHO0? Pa3Be ummepaTop He ObI 6eccuiieH B 9ToM? — X9 VIMH 3alarai B3aj-
BIIEpEN ¥ CHOBA CIIPOCHII:

— Trl yBEpEH, YTO 3TO eHCTBUTEIHHO UMIIEPATOPCKUM PeOEHOK?
JIn Xyay npoposixkKai KUBaTh:

— B artom 4 YBEDPEH. Bo-nepBbe, Y HAJIOZKHUIIBL ‘-Ixy He XBATUT CMEJIOCTH USMEHHUTH, a BO-BTOPHIX,
CPOKH HJeaJIbHO COBIIadaloT.

3HAUUT, 9TO NpaBaa — X3 YIIUH IPUI0KUI PyKy Ko n10y. Begs cocTtosiHue 300poBbst Liuns KOst 65110



M3BECTHO TOJIBKO UM ABOUM. Y MMIlepaTopa He ObIo mpo6iieM co 30OPOBLEM, IPOCTO BCE 3TU T'OMHI,
HECMOTPS HU HA YTO, OHM He MOTJIX 3acTaBuTh LIuHb KOst BCTYIUTh B 6IM30CTh C XKEHITUHOM.
B03M0XHO, B 9TOT pa3 OH BOPYT Ipo3pe... X3 YIIKH, CTapascCh COXPaHUTh CIIOKOMCTBUE, B3BECUB BCE
3a ¥ MPOTUB, CITPOCHII:

— EcTb 1M elle KTO-TO, KTO 3HAeT 00 3TOM?
YcnbiaB 3to, JIu Xyait mobieqHen Kak CMepPTh U 4yTh He yIIall Ha KoJieHU nepef X9 YIIMHOM:

— Korpa eli cTaBuiIu IMarHo3, HaJ0XKHKIA YXy OblZIa B KOMIAHUK OPYTUX HAJIOXKHUII, OHU OOJITaIN U
cMmesinuck. Korma ey cTaio mmoxo, To cpa3dy XKe MPUrIaculiyd Bpada. B TOT MOMEHT Hapomy OBLIO
MHOT'0, T7Ia3 CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'0, TaK YTO CKPBITh 9TO OBIZIO HEBO3MOKHO.

— 3Hau4uT, MHOTHe yXkKe 3HatT? — JIumo X9 YiuHa craso eile MpauyHee. ECiu 3HaOT BO ABOPIIE, TO
KH3b 131 HaBepHSIKA TOXKe B KypcCe...

JIu Xyay npoposixKai KIaHAThCS U U3BUHATHCS, HO X9 YIIMH JIUIIb MaxXHYJI pYKOU U MOJT4a yIIel.

— Kus3p 1I3u u X3 YiuH 06bequHSITCS UMEHHO U3-3a 3TOTO HaclleMHWKa. — B maBuiboHe BoaHbXYH
[uub XyaHb HeOPeKHO IIUCAJl, KOMUPYS HOBHIM Ka/TUTrpadudeCcKuit CTUIIb, TOTYYeHHBIA OT
¥“MIlepaTopa HECKOJIbKO OJHeU Ha3al. ManeHbku eBHYX [13 [0 X0Tes IoOMOYb FOCIIOOUHY pacTepPeTh
TYIIIb, HO OBIJT BBITECHEH U3 KOMHATH HE3BAaHBIM I'OCTEM, MapKU30M YKYHHWH, U Tellepb CKydasl II0of
KAapHU30M, TJISIfs Ha Bce 060jiee OTOJISIONINECS BETBU NEPEBLEB.

— Ins xus3s L3u, ecnu y [Tusb 105 He OymeT ChiHA, TPOH B OymyLieM Hen30eKHO epeiieT K ero
coOCTBEHHOMY CHIHY. — 3aKOHYUB THcaTh, LIuHb XyaHb He yCIIeNl OTKPHITh POT, Kak Yxkao LinHdax
3abpai ero pabory.

Ha cTome mosiBuiiCsS HOBBIM JIUCT 6YMal"I/I, u ]_[I/IHB XyaHb CHOBa B34JICA 3a KHUCTh:

— A nnga X3 YiiuHa OH U3Ha4aIbHO XOTEJ [IOJIYYUTE ITOAAEPKKY KH34 131, 103TOMy BpEeMEHHO
moo0ellan eMy MeCcTO HacleqHUKa.

— 2Kanb TonbKO, YTO Temephb OH xKaneeT 06 aToM. — Yxkao LlundsH, cMeHUB GyMary, MpomoIKUI
HeOpeKHO pacTUpaTh TYIIb.

[luup XyaHb IOKaYas rojoBou:
— Her, on Hayvan xkaneTh He celyac, a C TOr0 cCaMoro AHs, Kak yBupaen Llunas LI310Hs.

— I'uumas rauHa, KOTopas He JepXKUTCS Ha CTeHe, KaK OHAa MOXKEeT BRIIEPIKATh €r0 BeJIUKHe
aMOunuu?

Yxkao JuHO3H ycMexHyICA. 3arOBOPIIKK, MEUYTAIOIINYN O 3aXBaTe TPOHA, HO TP 3TOM HMEIOIIUN
NanbHOBUAHBIE aMOUIIMK YIIPaBIIATh CTPAHOM U 3a00TUTHLCSA O Hapope?

— He cMmerics, Ham KaHLJIep X9, BO3MOXKHO, IMEHHO Tak U gyMaeT. — LluHb XyaHb ITOKa4das roJIoBOM
C TOPBKOY YCMEIIKOMU:

— B Te rogel oH HaBepHsKa cuuTall, 4yTo a Llu B Moux pykax OyHeT ylnpaBiIsaThCS XyKe, Y4EM B €T0,
TI09TOMY U YCTPAHUIT MEHS.

— Ho cnycts cronbko net... — Llunbs XyaHb 3amosdan. 3a ot roasl Ja Liu B 6oprbe Mexay X3
YiuHoM u KHS3eM LI31, UX BUAMMEBEIM COI030M U CKPHITOM BpaxXKmaoH, cTan elne 6onee maTtkuM. OH He



3HaJ, ecTh ¥ y X3 YI[MHA XOTh KalJjisd pacKasgHUs:

— OH xX0Ten BOCIUTATh HaCJIEeOHUKaA 110 CBOEMY BKYCY, HO LII/IHB I_[3IOH]:» OKa3aJICA IIOJIHBIM
HUUYTOXKECTBOM. BOIOCE, YTO B [ieHb €0 BOCIIIECTBUS Ha TPOH HACTYIIUT ¥ KOHEN Ia Lu.

— [ToaToMy oH Tak xo4eT, 4To0nl ¥ LluHb O Obl1 cOOCTBEHHBIN PeOEHOK, Jaxe eC/ii OH He POAUTCS
oT umnepatpunsl Xa. — Yxkao LluHbpH cuen 3T0 3a6aBHEIM, B34 KUCTh U3 PyK LluHb XyaHd u
HECIIeIIHO IIPOU3HEC:

— Heyxenu xaHLjep X3 coBceM onypen oT ctapoctu? axe ecnu y Hunas FOg poguTcs CeH, pa3se
KHA3b L[31 [0OPOBOIBHO OTHACT TPOH?

— OH He ofypeJ, OH IIPOCTO nocTapes. — LuHb XyaHb OTOIIEN OT CTOJIA, Pa3MUHAS BCE ellle HOMIINe
TIOSICHUITY ¥ HOTH. 3aMeTuB 3T0, Ykao LInHG3H ToTYaC NPUCTYNIUI K ey, MoJidya «UCKyIas BUHY»,
Ho Llunb XyaHb faxe He B3IJISHYJI HA HETO, IPOJ0JIXKas TOBOPUTH O TJIaBHOM:

— H3-3a cTapoCcTu ero 0gepXUMOCTh CTajla ellle CuibHee. Pa3Be OH He 3HaeT, 0 YeM OyMaeT KHA3b
I3u? [IpocTo, BUAA XOTh MaJIeUIlyI0 HaJeXay, OH He XO04eT TakK JIETKO COaBaThCH.

Bo3moxH0, X9 YuuH 1oq JaBaeHHeM PeabHOCTH M KHA35 1131 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB PEITUT N30aBUTHCS OT
aToro pebeHKa, HO ceidyac OH TOYHO OymeT KoneOaThCsl 1 COMHEBAThCS.

— A BpeMs ero koneOaHuii a1 Hac — 0oJlee YeM JOCTaTOYHO.

3a HeCKOJIbKO [JHelU CIIyXU O pu3pake HACJIEOHOTO IIPUHIIA ellle He YCIeJId YTUXHYTh, KaK HOBOCTb O
6epeMeHHOCTH HaJIOXKHUIEI Uxy swept uepe3 Bech [lepeguuit 0BOp ¥ 3agHUN OBOPEII.

— Hacnepueiy npunn! f v ects HacnenHbelY NpuHIl! Kak 3TOT ellle He POOUBIIUICA MJlafleHel] CMeeT
71e3Th MHe Ha royioBy! — Bo BoctounoMm gBopue Llunb 113108, nuinenHbn yTemenusa ®au 103, B
TIoCJIegHUE OHU CTall ellle 00Jiee CBUPENHIM. YCIIbIIaB 0 6epeMeHHOCTY HaJloKHUIE UXy, OH
nepecTas CoepKUBaTh OYIIyIOUUI B CEPAlle THEB, TOJIHOCTHIO UTHOPUPYS IIPUKa3 0THa, KHA35 1131,
COXpaHATH CIIOKOUCTBUE. OH IHYJI CIyXkKaHKY, CTOABIIYIO PSAOOM, ¥ ODHUM OBUXKEHHEM PYK CMaxHYJI
BCe CO CTOJIa Ha IOJI.

— Kro! KTo pacnyctun 31071 cinyx! — KpacHsble rina3a LHunas [[310HS IpOCTHO CMOTpPENU Ha
IIPUCIIY2KHUKOB, BXKaBUIUXCS B 110J1. OH 10 0Yepenu XBaTal UX 3a BOPDOTHUKA U C KDUKOM CIIpalluBall:

— Tet! 30 THI?
— Trl gymaenrs, 4TO IOSBUIICS HOBBIM XO35UH?
— Tl fyMaelb, 4TO s HOJKEH YCTYIUTb TPOH?

OrmpaimuBaeMble CITy>KaHKK OTYasiHHO Kayau rojoBamu, Ho [lunb LI3t0Hb HE cobupancs
ocraHaBnuBaThCa. OH CXBATHUJI Ty, YTO ApOXKaja CUJIbHEe BCEX, CXKaJl el TOPJIO0 U BBICOKO IIOJHSII:

— Tl'oBopu! KTo cka3zaj, 4To OymeT HOBBIM HACIeOHBIN IPUHIIT!

CnyxkaHKa 0T4assHHO 60poJjiach, JbIXxaHUe ee MpephBaniock. HakoHell, Ipyras ciyKaHKa, ee IIoapyra,
He BhIIepXKasa ¥ ¢ miadyeM Opocunack K HoraM LuHb L310H:

— 910 Csio HyH13kL... OH EPBLI 3ar0BOPHI 00 3TOM, OHA TYT HU IIPU YeM... Baire BEICOUECTBO,
nomapure!



YcnpimaB 3To, nuio Liuus [1310HS McKa3una elle 6oiee u3BpalleHHas yiasi0ka. OH HIBLIPHYIT
CITy2KaHKY B CTOPOHY ¥ IIpUKa3aJl NpuBecTu eBHyxa Cs10 HyHI3BI OTHENIBHO. ..

— Bame BenuuecTso, uMnepatpuiia! — HapsagHo omeTas cTaplliad cliyXKaHKa ABopla ®oHbU
[IOCIIeIUIIa K uMIepaTpulle X3, KoTopas Iepef 3epKajioM IpuMepsiia HOBOe IIlaThe, U
HaAKJIOHUBIIINCh, TUXO IMOBedaaa e 0 TOM, 9YTO TOJIBKO UTO IIPOU30III0 B BOCTOUHOM [BOPIIE.

HmnepaTtpuria Xs cMOTpesia B 3epKajio Ha CBEXXUU KPAaCHBIY KeMUyKHBIU [IUOH B CBOEU NIPUYECKE, HO
HUYero He CKa3aJa.

PsmoMm nuuHast cnyxkaHka 2KyH-3p BeKJIMBO yNIBIOHYIAChk, CHsIJIa KPACHBIM ITMOH ¥ 3aMEHMIIa ero
30JI0TOM IIIUIIBKOM ¢ PEHUKCOM, MSTKO CKa3aB:

— [Inuneka ¢ peHrKcoM O0JIbIlle BCETO MOOXOMUT BallleMy BhICOYeCTBY. He HageTh Jiu ee Ha
[IOC/Ie3aBTPAIIHAY OeHb POXKIEHUI?

VimmepaTpuiia X3 KOCHYJIach 30JI0TOT0 (peHUKCA, TOTOBOT'O B3JIETETh, HA €€ JIHIIe TIOCTeIIeHHO
BO3BpATHUJIaCh 0OBIYHAS yNIbIOKA — BeIU4YeCTBeHHas, 6e3ynpeyHas, B KOTOPO# He OBII0 HU eIUHON
omOKM, HO ¥ HYU KaIlJId HCKPEHHOCTH:

— BepHo, ycTh OH 6€CHUTCS, €CITU XOUeT.
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