Bayt YyHXKyH He cTal OTPHULATh, @ BMECTO 3TOr'0 CIIPOCHIL:

— llga4, mana cKal3ajl MHe, YTO OH TOXKe 3afaBall Tebe 3TOT BOIIPOC, HO HE PaCCKa3all, 4YTO TEl EMY
OTBETHUII.

Bait Mus B3 Bait YyHXKyHa 13 pyK Bait YKao u ¢ ynpI0KON CIIPOCHUTT:
— He BaxHO, 4TO0 g cKa3an namne. CHadana s cupoiry Te0s: KeM T X04ellb CTaTh, KOTia BhIpacTellb?

Ba#t UyHnxkyH 3amep. Kem o xo4eT craTh? Kasanoch, HuueM ocobeHHBIM. ECTM YK Ha TO IIOILIIO, OH
XOTeJI IPelOTBPaTUTh OefCTBUE «YTy», HO MOT JIX OH cKa3aTh 9T0 Bait Muny? O4eBUAHO, HET.

— XKyH He 3HaeT? — Baii MuH He yOuBHUIICA PeaKIM{ MajbylKa U IPOAOJIKUIL:
— TBo¥ nama cka3ay MHe, YTO X04YeT CTaTh BEJIMKUM repoeM, IIogo0H0 MapKu3y YKaosH.
Taxk BOT B YeM [eJio...

CraBuTh nepen coboi 11em1b, comparable with LI3tonb JIunem, 6ri10 B myxe Bait Yxkao, u oH
OEUCTBUTEJILHO TaK MOCTyTall.

Ho Bai#t UyHKyH He xoTen 6biTh HU LI3t0Hb JIuHEM, HU Bait Yxkao. CpaxaThcs 3a Benukyio AHb ero
He MIPUBJIEKAJIO, U OH [laXKe He YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s uemoBeKoM Benukoit SHE.

Bupgs, uto Bay UyHKyH MomuuT, Boay MuH OpOmOIXKHUI:

— Huuero, ecnu eine He pemun. 2KyH MOXKeT IIOAyMaTh Kak CJIeyeT, a IIOTOM pemnaTh. Ho 4To ObI THI
HU 3aXO0TeJl feflaTh, yueba Bcerga NPUroguTcs. ECiu HauHellb YYUTHCS, TOJBKO KOTa
omnpepnenuIbCes, 6ygeT mo3gHo. MOXKHO YUUTHCS U IyMaTh ODHOBPEMEHHO.

«[IIupoKO pacKUHYTh CETH, MOMMaTh MHOTO PHIOH! ¥ BEIOpATh yuliiee». B ronose Bait UyHxkyHa
BHE3AITHO BCIUIBUIM cJI0Ba LI3toHb Xya. Pa3 oH He 3HaeT, 4eM X0UeT 3aHAThCS, IYCTh YUUTCS BCEMY.
JIumiHue HaBHIKY He ITOMENIAlOT, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, OfHaXK/Ibl OH HAaUAeT [eJio 110 AyIIe.

Bai#t UyHXKyH OB YBepeH, YTO BRIpazkeHue ero JIMlla 0YeHb rTy00Koe U Cephe3H0e, HO OH 3a0bIT 00
OOHOM [eTaJu: ero IIyXJIOe JIUI0 C TAKUM BEIPaXKE€HUEM BBITJISIIEIIO IO CTPAHHOCTH KYTKOBATO.

Baut Yxao, risagd Ha 9T0, He yaepKaJsiCsa U pacCMesiyiCs:
— JlapgHo, mapgHoO, cre3aii, He BUCHU Ha [sfe, U IOAyMau, CKOJIBKO THl BECHUIIIb.

Bait YyHXKYH ¢ «06ugoi» IIOCMOTPENT Ha OTIla, CaM CII0JI3 Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ BCTaJl, HO IIPo ce0s mogyMalt:
«ThI K€ MO POTHOM OTell, Kak Tebe He CTHIIHO 3a0aBISITHCS CHIHOM».

Bait MuH, oueBuaHO, 611 6051ee cocTpapaTened. OH IOTIafAuII MyxXJyio eKy Bait YyHXKyHa 1
YIIBIOHYJICS:

— 2KyH XOpOIIeHbKUH, TH [OJIKEH PafioBaThCs. A Oynb OH TakuM cj1abbIM U 60JIe3HEHHEIM, Kak Mao,
THL OB YK TOYHO 3aTrPyCTHUIL.

Bait Yxkao mepecran yae6aThCs, IPUXKal ChHA K cebe U momesnoBa B 00e KN, 3aTeEM CEPhE3HO
TIPOU3HEC:

— XKyH ¢ MHO¥ ITepexXu HeMaJjlo TPyAHOCTel. [IpuMU HEMHOTO MeHbllle YOayuHu, U TH Obl, BO3MOXKHO,



€ero He yBupe. BciomuHas npoiioe, Baii Ykao He 4yBCTBOBaI 00/Ier4eHus, a JIUIIL CTPax.
Bai MuH noxsionan ero 1o maevy, yremas:

— A YKao, BCE B IPOIIJIOM, He fyMal O IJI0X0M. Bait UyHKyH, mompaxas Asje, Toxke IoxJonasn Bai
Yxao no nieyy.

Yepes nATh [HEN UMIIepaTOp BHICTYNNII B 1yTh K [Tapky [Ilannuub. Bait YKao B35y ¢ coboit Baii
YyHKyHa, YTOOBI COITPOBOXKAATh TOCyAaps.

Brle3q uMiiepaTopa ObLI TOP2KECTBEHHBIM, ¥ CKOPOCTh IBUKEHUS, KOHEYHO Ke, Obl/la HEBBICOKOM.
Bayt YyHXKYH cupes B KapeTe U TPUXKABL TOAPST IOBTOPUJI BCIYX HOBBEIM YPOK, HO KOTHa fejiaTh CTajio
COBCEM HeYero, OH crpocun Bau Yxkao:

— Ilama, MO2KHO MHE BhIEXaTh U HEMHOTO IIPOKATUTHCA Ha J'IOH.IaI[I/I?

B npomnom B @yl OH 4acTO BEIe32KaJl Ha MaJIeHbKOMU JIOLIafike OOUH MOTYNIATh, HO IOCIe
BO3BpalleHus B KOUI3WH TaKMX BO3MOKHOCTE! CTaJl0 MEHbIIE, a €CJIM OH W KaTaliCs, TO TOIbKO C Bau
YKao, KOTOPHIK ero aepxkan. CaMOCTOSITENIbHO YIIPABIIATH JIOMIagb0 eMy He JOBOAUIIOCH, U OH
CKyd4aJl [10 BepX0BOi e31e.

Bau Yxkao B3rJIAHYJI B OKHO Ha 68CKOH€‘-IHLIIZ, U3BUIHCTHHI KOPTeX U IIOKadall TOJIOBOM:

— Celtyac Henb3s. TBOS NOIIagKa OCTajach fOMa, Mb €€ He B3siiu. [1o mpubsituu B [Tapk llaHnuub u
o0CcymuM.

Boait YyHXKYH YCTPOUJICS Ha KOJIEHSX Y OTLia U, MOpras, cKa3all:
— 4 He x04y Ha JIoIIafKe, I X04Uy IPOKaTUTLCA Ha «JI10I0Hb». B ero rnasax 6iecTesna HafiexXa.

Korpga-To mpuHilecca ['aouaH nogapuiia 6paTy ABYX YydecHBIX KOHel 13 YcyHs, u Baii Ykao Ha3Bas
ux «Jltocun» u «JIow3». Jlrocud conpoBoxkaan Bait Yxkao B moxone Ha Oyioi u morub Mo CTpeiaMy,
KOTZla TOTO B3sTH B IJIeH. JI10109 ponuia xkepebeHKa, a 3aTeM yMepJsia OT T'ojIofa. Y CIIbIias 00 3ToM,
Ba#i MuH npuka3san 3a00TUTHCS 0 KepebeHKe, a Korga Bai Yxkao BepHYIICS, BePHYI eMy KOoHs. Ero
Ha3Bau «JI100Hb». Bait UyHXKYH oueHb 100U JII0I0HS: TOT OB BEICOKMM, MOIITHEIM ¥ HeoOBIYaiHO
KpacuBbIM. 2Kanb TONbKO, 4TO B3l Ykao He II03BOJIAN €My KaTaTbCs BepXoM, Kak Obl TOT HU
yIpaluBal.

— Hert, — 6e3 pa3mymuii otka3an Bait UxKao B 3T0M Heo60CHOBaHHOM Mpockbe. M npaBpa, XoTs Bait
YyHXKYH U e3[UJI Iy4lle 0ObIYHBIX JIIOLEN, OH Bce Xe OblT pebeHkoM. Heokpemnias noiagka — 3T0
OIHO, HO TaKas ropsiyas Kis4a, Kak JI10I0Hb, KaK OH MOT IT03BOJIUThH CHIHY CKaKaTh Ha HEH OTHOMY?

Boait YyHXKYH IpefBUiel TAKOU OTBET U IIOTOMY He CHJIbHO pa3odyaposasics. OH JUIIbL OTAHYT Bai
YKao 3a pykas, BHIIpALINBas:

— INama, ma¥i MHe IPOKATUThCS HEMHOTO. JII0I0Hb OY€eHb MOCTYIIHEIN, OH MeHs He cOpocurt. Ilama, HY
moXKayucra?

JIiotoHB OBLT HOPOBUCTEIM, U KOTZla €T0 Jepxkanu B BoctounoM gBopiie, Kpome Bait Muna u Bai
Croans, Ha HeM HUKTO He MOT ycuaeTbcsi. Ho K Bayt Uxkao u Baii HyHKYHY OH, Ka3aJi0Ch, IPOHUKCS
cuMnartvel ¢ caMoro Haydasa, Kak ToJibKo Bait CioaHb puBest ero 06paTHO, U eT0 IIPeXHUN HpaB
uCues.



Baii Ykao mpeKpacHO MOHKUMAJI MBICTH ChiHA. OH YIIUITHYJ ero 3a IIeKy ¥ YIIOHYIICS:

— JIi010Hb — HeJb34. XOTh CKOJILKO HU yIpalmBaid — 0ecrone3Ho. Kak BhIpacTelb [0 BEICOTHI KOHS,
TOTTla ¥ II0TOBOPUM.

Bau YyHXKYH TOIBKO ¥ XKOajl 3TUX CNI0B. OH TyT Xe IPEeNJI0XUII KOMIIPOMUCC:

— Ecnu JI1010Hb Heb3s1, TO, MOXKET OBITh, APYTOro KoHsA? OTCTYNUTh, YTOOH IPOABAHYTHCS BIEpen —
Bpofe Okl roBOpuJIOCh B «MICKyCCTBe BOMHBI», KOTOpoe Bail YkKao Kak-To 06bsacHN X0 LIuHBSAHY, a OH
CIIBIIIAI.

Bait Uxkao Oomnbiie He cTan HacTauBaTh. OH ycangun Bait UyHKyHa U npukasan ciayre outside HauTu
CIIOKOMHY!0 K0ObUTYy. OH IOHSAJI: €CU He JaTh Bait UyHKYyHY IPOKATUTLCS, ITOKOS eMy He BUIATh.

Jlomags GbICTPO IpHBenu. Bait UyHKYH CIPHITHYII C JI0XKa, C 9HTY3Wa3MOM CIIPOCUB OTIIa:

— INama, TH TOXKe BHIAENIb OAHIIATE? B KapeTe ObII0 HEYHO0OHO, 0COOEHHO NPU TaKOW Me[JIeHHOU
e3ge.

Baii UKao MaxHYJ pyKOH, ITOKa3kbiBasi, YTO He X04eT, ¥ Baii UyHXKYyH caM BcKapabkasics Ha KOHS.
Jlerko HaTSIHYB OBOAbS U XJIOIHYB JIOLIaAb 110 1lIee, OH IIYCTUJI €€ PHICHIO.

— Barre BricouecTBo, ManeHbKHM KHSI3b, OH, OH... — KOHIOX ORI B YXKacCe U edBa BEII'OBAPHUBAIl CJIOBA.
OH MHOTrO JIeT YXa2KMBaJl 3a JIOIIaJbMH BO OBOPIIE€, HO HUKOI'Ma HEe BUIEII, YTOORI IIPUHII UJIX BHYK
HMIIEpPAaTOpPa B TaKOM BO3paCTe CKaKall CaM, 0e3 IIOBOOBIPA.

Baii Ykao oTHECCS K 3TOMY CIIOKOWHO:

— Huuero, nycTh ckaueT. 2KyH yMeeT e3[UTh BePXOM C TeX I0p, KakK Hayduics xoouTb. CKasas 3To,
OH OIIYCTHUJI 3aHAaBECKY KAapeThl, OCTABUB CJIyT ¥ KOHIOXa B HemoyMeHuu. Ceparie KHs3s LIuHb,
Ka3aJI0Ch, OBLIO CIUIIKOM OOJIBIINM,

[MTapk IllannuHb OB TOCTPOEH K ceBepy oT FOiin3uHa. OH OBITT OTPOMEH, C MHOKECTBOM JBOPILIOB U
IIaBUJILOHOB, ¥ 3aHMMaJ I1JIOIaab, B HECKOIBKO pa3 MPEeBHIMIAOIIYIO IJIomans MMiepaTopcKoro
ropona. brarogaps x)KHUBOMUCHBIM IIei3aXKaM ¥ BEJIMKOJIEITHEIM 3JaHUSIM 3TO OBII0 U3ITI00IeHHOe
MECTO OT/IbIXa UMIIePaTopoB Benukoi fAHb Ha MPOTIKEHNN MHOTHUX IIOKOJIEHUH.

Ot MMnepaTopckoro aopiia oo ITapka IllaHnuHL Benla npsaMas 1 IUPOKas gopora. M3-3a
IIPEKJIOHHBIX JIET TOCyAaps KOJIeCHUIlA BUTaNach KpaliHe Me[lJIeHHO U 0O4eHb Ij1aBHO. Baii Cy,
IOJIyJieXka Ha MIKXPOKOM TPOHE, ITI0YTH He YYBCTBOBAJI ABUXKEHUS.

BHe3amHo c00Ky pa3fanoch pxkaHue, pa30yauB HpeMaBIlero uMiaeparopa. Bait Cy HeIOBOIBHO
CIIPOCHIT:

— Kro 3gecs mymut?
'nmaBHbI eBHYX Cy BoHb, IPEKIOHUB KOJIEHHU, JOIOXKUIT:

— Bare BennyecTBo, 9T0 MajleHbKUY KHA3b KHA34 LI[UHL cKayeT BepxoM... CHayasa OHU IIOAyMaJly,
YTO MM II0Ka3aJI0Ch.

Baut Cy QBIpKHYI:

— KHus3p [luHb mogaBas npoieHrne 0 Ha3HAYEeHWH HaCleHUKA? A BBl yKe ero TakK 30BeTe...



Oxa3bIBaeTCs, 3TO TOT CaMblil MaJIbUMIlKa, KOTOPOTO OH He XKeJajl BULETh.
Cy Basb n0oCIemHo nonpocus NpoIeHns:

— Baim pa6 oroBopuics, poIly Haka3aTh MeHs. EBa OH BEIMOJIBUII 3TO, KaK pKaHue pa3fanoch
cHOBa, u nu1o Cy BaHs ©U3MEHUIIOCH OT CTpaxa.
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