— Bait Lgpimun! — Ha aToT pa3 Mu Llanb 3Ban ero, ¥ oH ObIT IeMCTBUTENBHO B IpocTH. OH yoapun
KYJIaKOM I10 U3T0JIOBBIO KPOBATH, @ 3aTEM YIIel, faXe He OrJIIHYBIIUCH.

Baii LI3bimuH 0BT BHE ce0st OT THEBA, U BCIO 3Ty HOYb OH He MOT YCHYTh. Korfa cTpaHHBIE CITyXU
cHoBa nomosn3ny, Csio 11310, yBUAEB, KaK OH C MpaYHbIM JIUI[OM pa30ul Yallky B pyKe, B CTpaxe
3aCTaBUJI BCEX €BHYXOB B KOMHATE BCTATh Ha KOJIEHU.

— TocnopuH... rocogus? — Csio LI3i0 yroBapuBan ero. — [laBail B 6ynyiiem He 6ymeM CIyIIaTh 3TH
BEIIIH.

Baii LI3pIIMH OTMaxHYJICS OT HEro:
— He u3-3a atoro.
— Torma m3-3a yero?

— ...4 cam He Mory 006BICHUTH, — HaxMypuiics baii 1I3bimua. OH pocuzen fBa AHS, faxe He B CUlax
OOYUTaTh OCTABIINECS CTPAHUIIBI KHUTH.

Vi3MeHeHUS B CHCTeMe IOCYyNapCTBEHHBIX 9K3aMEHOB AENCTBUTEILHO OBITA 3HAUUTETbHBIMHU.
T'oBopsar, uto LI3u Muxyau u3 [Ipukasa [lanu gonpalivBai ABa AHS U [BE HOYM, YyTh ]I HE
IIPUMEHSIS TBITKY, U JeUCTBUTENIbHO HAIIeJICS YeT0BEK, KOTOPHIM PhIAa Ha Oei0e, SMOIIMOHAIBHO
CIIOMJIEHHBIN. B KOHITe KOHIIOB, XOTSI OH X He OTBedYas Ha BCe BOIIPOCH], HO MPHU3HAJI, YTO UMeJI deja C
cembelt 1I3u, 1 y Hero maxe ObUIM JOKa3aTeIbCTBA — OyXTralATepCKue KHUTH, IEHbI'H, BCe YTO YTOMHO.

Teneps ynukyu ObIIA HEOCTIOPUMEL.
Baii LI3bInuH OB ClleTKa YOUBJIEH HOBHIM YKa30M O BhIOOpE IJIaBHOT'O 9K3aMeHaTopa.

CornacHo ykagy, IJIaBHBIM 3K3aMeHaTOp Ha3HayvaliCs U3 Yuclla akafeMUKOB XaHbJIMHbCKOU
aKaJeMUUu U 3aMeCTUTeJlell MUHUCTPOB, a TaKXkKe NOMOIHUTENIbHO BriOupasncs TalyaHCKUN MUHUCTP.
Kpome TOr0, cucreMa peKoMeHpaalui Oblla OTMEeHEeHa, ¥ C TeX IOpP, eCIH KaKoH-Tnb0 YHHOBHUK
XOTeJI YCTPOUThL CBOETO ChIHA Ha NOKHOCTh MEJIKOTO YAHOBHMKA, 3TO OO0JIbIIe HE CYUTATIOCH
«pa3peleHHbIM >,

HekoTopklie u3 HOBEIX ITPaBUJI OBITM 3HAKOMEI — 3TO OBIIM Te, YTO OH Hamucasn WH llaHio, u TOT
KCIOJIL30BaJI UX 0e3 U3MEeHeHUH.

Wu LlaHio Tpe6oBanock 60bllle MyKeCTBa, YeM MOXKHO ObIJIO IIPECTaBUTh, YTOOH! COEIaTh BCE 3TO.
Ba# LI3bIIIMH He MOT He IIPU3HaTh, YTO Ha 3TOM MeCTe OH CIIPaBJISJICS XOPOIIIO.

Yepes nsath gHen bay LI3bIMH CHOBA BHIIIEN K3 JBOPIA U HEOXKHUAaHHO BCTpeTun YxkaH CloHS B
Bamue Crixa.

OH Bce Tak ke yJbI0acs, IpUIIyPUB I'1a3a, U pa3roapuBarn ¢ Ly JaoxkyHoM. Bait LI3bIuH Ha
MT'HOBEHHE II0YyBCTBOBAJI, OyATO BpeMs BEPHYJIOCh Ha3af.

— Jleno 3akpriTo, 6paT CioHb, TH ORICTPO BHIIIEN.

— ...MMmmepartop mompocun MeHs mepenath Tebe Koe-uto, — YxkaH CIOHB CITOKOMHO CKa3an. — Tak
CKaXy: 1 — «0COOBIil 97IeMeHT», 00y4YeHHBIN BO ABOPIIE, ¥ TOAUUHSAIOCH TOJIBKO HEIHEIITHEMY
UMIIEPaTopy.

— Bor kaxk... — Baii LI3smuna npomonygar, Ho Lly# [JaoxkyH OblI mopaXkeH.



— ¥V zu 1133 6rina mobuMas HaloXKHHUIIA, KOTOPask paHblile Obljla CTy2KaHKOM B ceMbe LIWHB.
HWMnepaTop MpOCTO MCIOIb30Bal 3Ty CBA3b U 3aCTaBUII JIIOEH ChITPaTh PO, BKIIIOYas MEHS.

— Torpa mouyeMy THI IpuilieT KO MHe? Thl TO3HAKOMUIICS CO MHOM 4yepe3 [JaoXkKyHa, TPOCTO YTOOBI
KUCIIONIb30BaTh MEHA?

— OTOT BOIIPOC He BXOOUT B Mou 00si3aHHOCTH, — YkaH CIoHb cfenarn may3y. — Ho s gymaro,
TOCIIOOUH CaM CMOXKET MOHSTh, ¥ MHE He HYKHO O0BSICHSTS.

— Xopomio. Torga... — bau LI3sIMH MeOIeHHO CIPOCUII. — ...YUTO THI X04elllb CKa3aTh?
U>kan CroHB IIOKa4aJl T'0JIOBOM:

— HMMmepaTop He HaCTONIbKO HETEPIIEINB.

YcnpiaB 370, bait LI3BIIMH HAXMYPUIICS elle CUIbHEE:

— ...Tol UMeeIs B BUAY, YTO, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO Heio KacaeTcs ceMmei L13u u Lluns, WUu LlaHp, 0 cBOEMY
XapakTepy, He CTaHeT BTATMBaTh CeMbIO bau?

— l'ocnoguH caM MOXKET 9TO IIOHSTh.

— ...4 mory? — Baii 1I3bImiH pacciabui 6poBU U C TOPbKOM YIBIOKOM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HUX. — THI
CIIMIIIKOM BEICOKOT'0 MHEHHST 000 MHE, 5T HE MOTY.

9T0 OblyTa mpaBAa oT bai LI3emmHa.

UkaH CIOHB, TIOMUMO BCEX 9THX HEIIPUSITHHIX CJIOB, IMpHIes, 4To0sl moMoub Lly# Jaoxywy. ITo ero
cnoBaM, Miu 1]aHb 6€CIIOKOUIICS, YTO HOBOCTH M3BHE ABOpIIA He OyIyT MOXOOUTH BOBPEMS, TIO3TOMY U
nocnan Yxan Cions. Ly Jaoxyry 010 He 1m0 cebe, HO Bait LI3bIIuH, II0CIe HONTUX Pa3oyMuil,
COTJIACHJICS.

OH ymien paHo, u baii LI3bI1MH, CUAS B KapeTe, BepTeJ I0BECKY C Iagy0oM B Iajbliax,
pasroBaprBas caM C COOOM:

— T'oBopuJ, 4TOOH g faXKe HE AyMall...

Ero kapera ocTaHOBUIACh Y BOPOT foMa bay, U, IIpexpae 4eM OH yCIell IIOOHYTh 3aHaBeC, OH
yCHBIIAJ, KaK OCTaHOBUJIACh Opyras KapeTa, a 3aTeM pa3faliCs CIop MeXAy MyKUYUHOU 1
JKEHIMHOM, 06CyKOaBIIMMU CTPOKY M3 KaKO#-TO 1033uu. bail L[3bIMH CTIOKOMHO MOCyIIal U
TIOHSIJ, YTO 3TO Oblna «BogHas Menogus» XyaH TUHIBSIHS.

Baii 131 ycokauBasl CBOO KEHY, HO TYT U3 MepegHeN KapeThl BHTJISHYIIO JIUIO €TI0 MIaALIEr0
Opara.

Baii II3bIIMH TPOMKO KPUKHYII €MY:
— Jii, BTOpOU Opart!

— 3euu? — Bait 113u oOpamoBasics u X0Tel mogoiTyu, Ho JIro MsaHb Oblta emle 6oee paga. — I,
Tol Ba#t LI3eimun?! ToT cameiil bait LI3buH?!

— ...HeBecTKa.



Bait Haup HakoHel yBupena bait [I3bMHa 1, CXBAaTUB €r0, IIPhITajia U CMesijiach, B TO BpeMs Kak ee
pomHou O6paT Baii LI3u ocTancs B CTOPOHE, HEJIOBKO YIBI0AsICh, TToeas MaHOAPYH.

JTto MsaHb cupena psapoMm ¢ bau 1131, ¢ Boctoprom rigasa Ha bau L[3bitivHa, u bai 131 ¢ ykopoM
CKa3zas el mapy CJ0B:

— TBos mpuBBEIYKa OpocaTh BHI30B KazKIOMY, KOTO BCTPeYaellh, I0YeMYy OO0 CUX IIOP He U3MeHUIach?
JIro MsiHb, Oynydu IpsAMOM, OTBeTUIIa eMy 0e3 KonebaHU:

— A 410 MeHATh? TBOI MPUBLIUKY 3JIUTHCS, KOTAA IPOUTPHIBAEIID, MOXKET, TOXKE CTOUT U3MEHUTh?
Bait 1131 OB MATKHMM YeJI0BEKOM U OUeHb JII00UIT CBOIO KEHY, IT03TOMY MOT TOIbKO CMUPHUTHCS:

— JlagHO, MTagHO, cCaMa C HUM IIOTOBOPH, XOPOIIOo?

Korpa JIto MsiHb yIOBIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJIA, OH MOBEPHYJICA K baii LI3bIIUHY:

— LI3®IIIKMH, TBOS HEBECTKA X0UET ITOTOBOPHUTE C TOOOIH.

Baii LI3wiuH, ycrokauBasi bat Haub, 4TOOB OHa cella ¥ He pa3MaxuBalia pyKaMu, 00epHyICcsS 1
YIBIOHYIICS:

— Kak pa3, MHe TOXKe €CThb 4YTO CKa3aTh HEBECTKE.

— LI3pIKH, He CcTeCHANCS, roBopu Ipsmo! — JIto MsaHE Beceno MaxHyla PyKaBoM, U B ee Iiia3ax
Oblnta gomnsg xuTpocTy. baii 1131 cpa3y MOHAT, 4YTO OHa 3afyMara, HO JIIIb T0Kadasl [0JI0BOU B
ctopony bai lI3pinuna.

Baii LI3bIIMH, OMHAKO, BHITIISIAEN CIIOKOMHO:

— 4 cnpimman, 9To cecTphl bail, U3BECTHHIE B MUPE, Cefidac BPEMEHHO OCTAHOBUIKCH Y TeOs... Y MeHs
€CTh IPYT, KOTOPHIN HEeIaBHO CITyYalHO IIOCCOPHUJIICS C HUMHU U XOTell OBl U3BUHUTHCS. Haeocs, Th
CMOXKeIIb TOMOYb eMy.

— O, 9T0 Heno 1eTKo ynaguth, — JIto MgHb yneiOHyTachk. — Pa3 y ThI CTABUINb YCIOBUS, TO IIPaBHUIIa
Oyny ycTaHaBnuBath 1! ECnu TH BEIUTPaEIb 3TOT payH[, s noMory tebe Bo BceM!

Takast mpsIMOTa U OTKPBITOCTb TOJILKO IOBHICHIM CUMIaTHIO bail L[3kliuHa K CBoei HeBecTKe. OH
KWBHYJI e# C TOOPOMYIIHOM YITbIOKOM:

— Kak ckaxeIn, HeBeCTKa.

— Tak uTo 6ymeM cpaBHUBaThL? — baut Hsaub, cums psgom ¢ bait 1I3BIIIMHOM, CMOTpPesIa Ha B3POCIIHIX,
KOTOPHIE 00MEeHUBAIMNCh MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHEIMU B3TJISIIaMHU.

Maxe baii 113u He yoepKascs U HalloMHUT JIt0 MsHb:
— Moit 6paT — U3BECTHBIM TaaHT CTONMULEL. C YeM ThI XOUEelllh €0 CPAaBHUTh, UYTOOBI BEIUTPATH?

— Torpga MHe HYKHO XOPOILIEHbKO IIOAyMaThk... — JIi0 MsgHb nmofnepiia 1og00pofioK PyKOH,
BHUMAaTEJIbHO ocMOoTpesia bai LI3klllMHa, U B FOJI0BE y Hee MOsBUIACh uaesi. — [laBail IOCMOTPUM,
KTO IIEPBHIM IMOMMaeT KPaCHOT0 Kapra B IPyAy, KaK HaCueT 3TOro?



EnBa ona npousHecna 910, Kak bau LI3pinuH u bait H9Hb OMHOBPEMEHHO aXHyIu:
— KpacHoro kapna?

— M-M, g BUeNla UX paHbllle, UX JOBOJIBHO MHOTO, IpaBaa, LI3siTan? — JIto MsHb TOKTEeM TONKHYJIa
MyXa.

Baii 113u crerka HaxMypuics:

— Ceiiuac yxe npoxnagHo. Tsl Bcerga aobuia UrpaTh, faxe Iphraia B peky, Ho LI3bIIMH He TaKOM.
He cnumkoMm nu ceryac y1e3Thb B BOAY?

YcnpimaB 310, JIto MsiHb ToXke mocMoTpesia Ha ba LI3bimuHa ¢ 1erkuM 6eCIIOKOMCTBOM, COOUpasiCh
IPUAYMaTh YTO-TO APYTO€, HO TYT OH C JIETKOM yJIbIOKOM KHBHYI:

— Huyero ctpamuoro, — baii LI3einun ckasan baii 113u. — Ecniyu HeBeCcTKa MOXKeT, II0YeEMY 5 He
Mory? Pa3 cenuac elile CBeT0, HAUHEM COpeBHOBaHue!

— Xopomo! Haunnaem, HaunHaeM! — JIt0o MsHB C 9HTYy3na3MOM KpuUKHYyJa, a bait HaHb He
oTcTaBaja, oTsSHYB bait LI3riiHa 3a co60ii. YeTBepo, OKpyKEeHHbIe TPYIIIOHN CIIyT, COOPauCh y
npyna B moMme Baif, KOTOpEIH OB HE CITUIITKOM OOJIBIIKMM, HO U He MaJeHbKUM. Tak Kak 9T0 OBIIO
oHEeM, MHOTHe ObUIM CBOOOIHEI, ¥ 9TO MIPUBJIEKIIO MHOXKECTBO 3PUTENIeH, CO3[aB LIYMHYI0O aTMOChepy.

[Tpyn B moMe Bait OBINT TOCTPOEH HECKOJIBKO IECSITUIIETHM Ha3ad U BCeraa MOAIepKUBaICs
yrpasnsiomuM Jluaem. Boma Obla Tpo3pavyHOi, C IETKUM 3€JIEHOBATHIM OTTEHKOM, HO T/Ty6rHa Oblyta
HeU3BeCTHA. PEIOBI mpsATamuch mox Bomoi, ¥ bait 1I3bIiH, 6pocuB Oeriblil B3I, NeHCTBUTEIBHO
yBUAEI HECKOIBKO KPaCHBIX.

[TocKoMBbKY HYKHO OBLIIO J1€3Th B BoAy, bai LI3bIMH CHSJT BEPXHIO OJE€XKAY U KEeCTOM IIPeJI0KUIT
JIto MsiHb UATH TIEPBOIA.
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