Bbau LI3bI1IMH, KOHEYHO Xe, He pa3gyMbIBas, COrIacUCs:
— Tax 4To TH He 3abepelnh 00paTHO «IIPHUBUJIETUM» 9TOU MOABECKH C ITagy0oM, BEPHO?
— He 3ab6epy.

— Torpa Bce B nopsigke, — baut LI3bIIIUH, yIOBIETBOPEHHBIM, CHOBA BEIXBATUJI HEQPUTOBYIO TOABECKY
13 pyk WH llaHg ¥ IPUKpEINUI ee K CBOEMY I10sCy. — MHe KaXeTCs, YTO Hallli HhIHEIIHNe
OTHOIIIEHUS COTPYAHMYECTBa TOXkKe BecbMa Helsmoxu. OgHako Tebe CTOUT 3apaHee npenynpenuts ®ax
[I3uHa, 4TOOH OH He PEBHOBAII.

Wu Llavb Ha 3T0 He oOpaTus BHUMaHus. bai L[3bIMH XKe, T0Ih3ysICh CUTyaluel, pemn
paccupocuts ero o UYxkan CloHe, CIIPOCUB, OTKYJa OH ero BEIKOIIAJ, U IPEeMJIOKHUII [IepefaTh ero eMy,
yToOH TOT oMora Lyt [laoXyHy Ha CTOPOHe, o0eclieunBast B3aUMHYI0 oanepxkKy. OnHako MH
Llaub okasascs 6oyiee HECTOBOPUMBEIM, YeM OH OXKM[aJl, ¥ Cpa3y 3Ke OTBETUI:

— JlyMaTh Jaxe He CMel.

— He pymato, Tak He gymaro. Pa3Be y MeHs HET APYTHX JIIOfiel MOf pyKou, KpoMe Te0s? — mogyMmart
bait LI3nI11H.

3aKOHYMB IIPOCMOTP PAa3PO3HEHHHIX 3amucell Ha OyMare, OH CJIOXKHUIT UX B PyKaB U OTIIPABHUJIICS B
IBoperr Mixa, 4TOOBI CXKEYb UX.

9TOT creKTakKab nogapui bait LI3bIKUHY ellle HeCKOJIbKO OTHEW CIIOKOWHOM KU3HHU.

B ToT meHb, Korma Gl 00BSIBIEH YKa3 0 JoMallHeM apecTe WH IlaHs, MOT0OBHHA OBOPIA 0KA3aslach
3aMelllaHa, ¥ mei3axu MMIepaTopcKoro cajia CTaau 3HAYUTEILHO MEHEee 0JKMBJIEHHBEIMHU.

Iaxe eciu CyguTh TOIBKO 1Mo [Bopiy MXs, TepPUTOPHS cafia 37ech Oblla OBOILHO 00IMKUPHOM. Bait
LI3BIIMH, KOTOPEIH 1ocye o0ema Goblne He MOT TYIsSTh B MMIepaTopckoM cafly, MPHUBHIK
IIPOTYIUBATLCS 10 [IBopiy X9, HO KAkl pas3, KOT[a OH BUEI OepeBo mamyba, ero HeBOJIbHO
TIOCEeIaTd BOCIIOMUHAHHUS O MPOIIUION KU3HHU.

[Tocrne TOTO Kak OH yumeT, OyOeT JIi 3TOT ABOPEL] CHOBA OTPEMOHTHPOBAH U yopaH? Korma mpumyT
HOBBIE JIIOAY, OH IIOJIYYUT APyroe uMs?

A 4TO cny4yuTcs ¢ 3TUM gepeBoM? Ero cpy6sT? WMy OHO IPOOOJIKUT MeIIeHHO PacTu?

Bait LI3bI1IMH 4aCTO He MOT MOHSTE, II0YEMY 9TO AepeBo magybda Tak OTINYANIOCh OT TOT'O, YTO POCIIO
nepeq ero noMoM B moMe bait. OgHO — HU3KO0E U XUJI0e, APYroe — roppo crosiiee. Kak 6ynTo aTo
OBLITY Pa3HBIE BUIHL.

MoxeT, QpaHIIyH ABOpIlAa He TIOOXONUT [JIs IePEBLEB, a TOJILKO [JIsi IIBETOB, KOTOPHIE COPEBHYIOTCS B
KpacoTte?

Bait LI3bI1IMH pa3MBIIUISATT 00 3TOM, laXke XOTeJl T03BaTh KOro-HUOy/b, YTOOL CPyOUTH OEePeBo U
n30aBUTHCS OT OECITOKOMCTBA, HO B UTOTE HE CMOT PEIIUTHCS U Hadasl YXakKMBaTh 3a HUM CaM.
Heckonpko mHel Ha3af OH mepebosies, ¥ CIYXHU 0 TOM, YTO OH «IIpefcKas3asl, YTo ero Tejo 0ymer
COXKKEHO U Pa3BesHO 110 BEeTPY», pacIpocTpaHuiuch. Cso 11310 BepHYJICS U IIOCIOPUII C HUM, CKa3as,
YTO BO ABOPILIE O HEM Telepb TOBOPST BCSIKOE.

— O? Hacronbko cepbe3H0? — Bait LI3BIMH NUITh TPOU3HEC 3T, He COOMPasCh MPUHUMATH 3TO



O1I13KO0 K cepany. Ho, KoHe4HO, OH He ayMai 00 aTtoM, a Mu Llanb 06513aTENIBHO nmogyMmall.

Y BOT, CIIyCTsS HECKOJIBKO [IHEH OTCYTCTBHUS, B TO BPEMs KaK €TI0 TOCIIOAWH HaXOMUIICS IO HOMAaIIHUM
apecToM, 3TOT 3aHATOM, TIOYTH 3a0BIBAIOIINIL O efle ¥ CHE XOPOLINHM UMIIEPATOP CaM SIBUJICS K HEMY.

— T'ocmoguH, rOCIOAWH, UMIIepaTOP IpuiIes!

— M-M... Uto?! — Bat L[3bI1I1H, 3aBEPHYTHIN B TOHKOE OfESJI0, CeJl, YyBCTBYS cebs KpaliHe HEJIOBKO.
— ...0naTe TH?

Brino yXKe MO3[HO, TyHa CBeTHUIa TycKio, ¥ baii L3k 3axKer J1aMITy IIepef] CTOJIOM, B TO BpeMs
Kak 00JIbIlIasi YacTh 3ajla OCTaBasiach B TeMHOTe. U Llaub, CcTymas ¢ X0JI0q0M, YBUIET €T0
pacTepsiHHOe BBIpAazKEHUEe JIUIlA ITPU CBEeTe JIAMIIE U IT0YEMY-TO 3aX0TeJ YIbIOHYThCS.

Csio L1310 mmo1en1 rOTOBUTH Yau A1 HUX, U bai LI3bIuH, yBUEeB 3T0, TPOMKO IIpUKAa3all:
— OH He mOOUT I[BETOYHLIM Yall, IPUTOTOBL YIIyH.
— Xoporiio.

Cs0 L1310 TyT Xe cornacuics u yiuen. EBHyx LIuHb 3axker elle HeCKOIbKO jgaMil A Ma LaHsd,
HaKOHeI[ OCBETUB BHYTPEHHUE IIOKOU, U BHILIE]I, OCTABUB X OBOUX ONHUX.

bau LI3m1uH daie Bcero urHopupoBan UH 1laHs, HO OCTaBIINECS OECATh CTPAHUI] «3aIIUCOK O
TaMHCTBEHHOM M CTPAHHOM» OCTAJIUCh HEIPOUUTAHHBIMY, ¥ 3TO IIpePEIBaHKE BLI3BAJIO Y HETO
pa3opaxeHue.

— LI3BILIKH, KaK Th y3HAJ, YTO S He /10010 IIBETOYHEIN Yait?
ban 1I35I1IMH gaxe He IMOMHSI T'OJIOBHL:

— Korpa mn1 661t B bamae Crixa, ThI TOYTH He IIHJI €T0 BeCh JIeHb, a BePHYBIIUCE B oM baii, Bce
U3MEHUIIOCE.

— 910 OBITIO TaK 3aMeTHO? — WH IlaHb yaeiOHYICS. — LI3BIIKH, TH TaK 3a00THIILCS 000 MHE?

— He 3ameTHO, HO 51 ¥ He 0c000 3a604ych 0 Tebe, — OH OTBETHUIJI UeCTHO. — BO3MOKHO, 51 IPOCTO
o0palrao BHUMaHe Ha OKpyXKalollye Belld. EC/Tu He BEpHIIb, MOTY TEPEYUCIIUTh, YTO HOCUI U
HaJIeBaJI HAlll Ky4yep B IIPOLLILIE pa3, KOrja Bhe3Kall U3 ABOPIIA...

— ...He HyxkHo, — ynbi6ka U [{aHs mocTeneHHO uc4yesna. — YTO Thl YU TAEIb?
— «3amnKCcKy 0 TAMHCTBEHHOM U CTPaHHOM». Kak pa3 moien mo uctopuu I'ao YsHa.

— M-M, 0 yem oHa? — HH IlaHb IBHO He COOMPAJICS YXOOUTH IIOCIIe Yasi, m03ToMy Bai LI3kiuH
nepenan eMy KHUTY, 4YTOOB OH caM IIpoYuTaj. — ...JTa 3abaBHas uctopus o ['ao YsHe paccKa3hIBaeT,
KaK OH BCTPETHUJI CTapyXy, KoTopas cKa3aya eMy: «I'[ie THl KUBEIlIb, Jajieko jau 3To? Tebe cremyet
CKOpee BEPHYTHCA HOMOU. EClu He BEpHEIILCS B TeYeHNE JeCATH JHEH, Thl YMpeIlb».

Ona cnpocuna 'ao YsHa, rme oH KUBET, JaleKo JIU 3TO, ¥ Bejlejla eMy IOCIEIIUTh JOMOM, TIOTOMY
YTO OH YMPET B TeYeHUE JeCATU JHEN.

B 3ane Ovtu Tonpko Bai L3bimuH 1 MH LlaHb, ¥ Pa3roBOP 0 TAaKUX MUCTHYECKUX BelllaxX CO3Mmall
[OBOJIBHO HalpsaXkeHHY0 atMochepy. He ycnen Bau LI3pinyH 3aK0HYXTSH, Kak VH [aHbe pe3Ko 3aKphII



KHUTY:
— A 4T0 OBIJIO IOTOM?

— Kuwura y Te0s1, pa3Be He MOXKeIh caM ITpo4YuTaTh? — baii LI3bIIMH I0CMOTpe Ha HEeTo C
HeIoBOILCTBOM. CerofiHsI 9TOT YeJIOBEK MOsIBUIICS BO [IBopIle Mx3 coBepileHHO 6e3 MPUYHNHE, a
TeTleps, CJIOBHO YYBCTBYS AyPHOe IpeA3HaMeHOBaHuUe, BeJl ce0s ele 6onee cTpaHHO. OH
pasmpaxkeHHO CKa3al. — ToT, KTO BeJl KHUTY XKU3HU U CMePTH, moTpeboBasn y 'ao UsHa mSITHCOT
TBICSTY MOHET B KaueCTBe B3ATKH, u ['ao UsH cornacuscs... B o6ieM, B KOHIIe OH He yMep.

Wu Llaub ONIyCTHUII OJIMHHBIE PECHUIILI, 3aJYMaBIINCh:
— ...Torma ato Jy4duiee, 4TO MOT'JIO CIIYYUTBhCA.

— Yt0 3HAUUT «Jyymee»? — Bau LI3bIIUH HE [IOHSJ €T, JIUIIL C HeIOyMeHNeM IIOCMOTPEI Ha Hero.
— ...Tor roBOpuIIs 060 MHE Uy 0 I'ao Ysne?

— O 1ebe, — UH LlaHb, BUs €ro pacTepsIHHOCTE, moOaBui. — He gymai o muItHEM.

CHauana baii LI3pIIMH He MOHSAJ, 4TO OH UMeeT B BULY, HO, CBSI3aB 9TO ¢ uctopuen ['ao UYsHa,
paccmesincs:

— Mou npencka3aHus Bcerga TOYHE, Tebe He Hy2KHO IPOBEPSITh MeHS, — OH B35JI KHUTY ¥ BCTaJl C
KYIIETKH, 3aTeM, 00EPHYBIINCE, C JIETKOK YIBIOKOM cripocun. — MMrepaTop, TH He noipelns K Oax
3uny?

CBeT cBeuel B KOMHATe OBIT BCE €llle TYCKJIBIM, U Nu1io bait LI3kHa B 9TOM CBEeTe Ka3alloCh ellle
6onee 3aBopaxkuBarouM. MH LlaHb, 3Has1, YTO OH [eJlaeT 3TO HaMepPeHHO, cxKas ryour. OH
MIPUILYPHUIICS ¥ MEeIJIEHHO IPOU3HEC [Ba CJIOBa:

— He nouny.

He moiimy, Tak He mouny. bait 1I3bIuH, Kak 00BIYHO, JIET Ha KpoBaTh, a MH LlaHb mociaenoBan 3a HUM,
TIOTHSIJICS Ha KPOBATh U IPOTSIHYJI PYKY B €T'0 CTOPOHY, HO KaXKOBIX pa3 OB OCTAHOBJIEH.

Baii LI3bIMH Havas TEPSITh TEpPIIEHUE:
— HWmMmnepaTop, g X04y craTh!

— M-M, — W= llaHb UL XMBIKHYJI B OTBET, HO IIPOLOJIKAJI IPUCTABaTh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIPUXKaB
Baii [I3piivHa K KpoBaTu. OHM MOYTY Hadanu ApaThces, bad LI3biuH OB He Tak CUileH, HO Oosee
JIOBOK, ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 UyTh He II0Iaa HOrou B nosicHuily Mu LlaHs.

Bopyr gBeph 3ajta OTKPBIIACH C CKPUIIOM, 3acTaBuB baii L3wiuHa u MH LlaHsg 0CTaHOBUTLCS U
IIOCMOTPETh B OOHOM HampaBieHuu. Cso 11310, HeCyIuil YaWHUK, BHITIISIAE HEBUHHO, TOCTABUII €TI0 U
TIOCTIEIITHO y6exkKall.

— WH llans, TH ¢ yMa cowen?! Otnyctu MeHs! — bau LI3bIUH ycIblna, Kak IBepb CHOBa
3axJIONIHYJaCh, ¥ B IPOCTU YIIUIIHYI €T0.

Vu LlaHb HaKJIOHWICS HAJ HUM, eT0 XOJIOOHOe JIUI0 OBIIO TaK 6JIM3K0, UTO Ka3alocCh, ellle Ha [IIoUM
— ¥ UX HOCBI COIIPHKOCHYTCS, a TyOBI BCTpeTaTcs. bait LI3bImH CTUCHYT 3y0B], OTBEPHYJICS U CHOBA
yOapusl ero HOTOM, TI0TIaB IIPSIMO B IIOSICHUILY.



— Bait 113b1uH.

Wu Llasb Bce ellle gepKajcs 3a MPOCTHIHIO, er0 PyKu Obiyin 1o 60kaM nuiia baii L3siunHa. [Tonyyus
ymap, OH laXKe He U3MEHUTT BhIpaxeHus. [Tocne aToi cxBaTKY Ha 10y Bai I3bIIMHa BLHICTYIHIA
7erKast UCllapuHa, ero Mosic pa3Bs3acs, 00HAXKUB TOHKYIO O€JIyI0 I11e10, TOKPHITYIO JIETKUM
PyMSHIIEM, KOTOPas MOgHUMAJAch U OIyCKaslach C KaXKObIM BIOXOM.

9Ta cleHa ObljIa CIIUIITKOM PEOKOM, U HaxKe CIydalHbIA YeJI0BeK MOT ObI JIETKO IOONATLCS ee
odapoBaHuio. MiH L]aHb MOYTH MHCTUHKTUBHO Mpou3Hec uMs bai LI3kIuHa, 1 0OgHOT0 pa3a ObIio
HEI0CTaTOYHO.

Ero ronoc ObII HU3KUM U CJIErKa XPHUIIJIEBIM, a I'lla3a OBLTH HAIlOJTHEHBI TyMaHOM. On Tuxo0 B3OOXHYII K
CHOBa IIPOU3HEC:

— Bbay 1I3binuH... ban LI3bIuH.

— ...Yt0? — bau LI3bIMH HaxXMypuicsd, pa3gpakeHHo CKa3aB. — Hy-Ka oTcTanb OT MeHs! — OH
TS2KeJI0 ObIIall, HakKoHel cesl, Korga MH Llane otnyctun ero. — THL... THL...

Ero sMonuu nepenosyiHsim, U OH He MOT 11ofo6paTh CJI0B:
— Ecnu Tebe HyKHO pelIuTh IpobeMy, Tl MoXKelrs mouTu K ®an LI3uny u FOans Cunbu! 4 He ocobo

IIPOTUB TAaKUX BeIel, HO MHEe BCe PAaBHO IIPOTHUBHO!
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