Y aroro 113u 133 OBIJIO TP ChIHA, ¥ MIAMIIUY U3 HUX, C KOTOPHIM ball LI3bIIMH OiHaXK b
nepecekascs, ObIT TeM CaMbIM M30aT0BaHHBEIM MOJIOABIM YestoBeKoM 113u I'y, KOTOpHI# yIast ¢
nomtagu u Ov1 gpyrom Bait FOHs.

XoTsl HA OMH U3 TPeX ChiHOBeH L13u 1133 He moOuics 0CoObIX YCIIeX0B, YTOOH IIPUHECTH CJIaBY CBOEH
ceMbe, caM rocrnofguH 113u OBl BeIgAOUIENCS THYHOCTEI0. OH yMes JIOBKO JTaBUPOBATh MEXKIY
MUHHUCTEPCTBaMH, HUKOTO He 00MKas, He MPUMbIKAsl HU K KOMY U He I03BOJISISI HUKOMY IIPUMBIKATh K
cebe. ExxerogHo oH mpepjiaraj HOBbIe UieH 110 TOBOAY IIPaBUJI FTOCYAAapPCTBEHHEIX 9K3aMEHOB, U B
9TOM OH [EeWCTBUTEJILHO OB TAJIAHTIIMB.

Bau [y ckasan eMy, 4TO caMOe CTPAIIHOe — 3TO He y4acTHhe B YeM-TO, a CTPOrMe HaKa3aHus U
OTBETCTBEHHOCThH 3a YyxkKue omubKu. [Ipo0neMbl MOgUMHEHHBIX MOTJIU JIETKO 3aTPOHYTh
HavyaJIbHUKOB, a TPo0IeMEl KOJIJIET He BCerfla JOKa3bIBa/ld, YTO Bhl HE UMEETe K HUM OTHOIIEHHUS.
BeposTro, Lluns 11131, 3aHUMaBIINii JOIKHOCTh B YIIDaBIeHUY IIEPEMOHUIM, TOXKE MOT OBITH
HEBUHOBEH.

[TpocuyBmmmck, bal LI3BIIIUH MTOHSII, YTO €r0 MOCTYIJIEHHEe BO OBOPeI] ObIJI0 ITPenonpeieIeHHbIM
daxTom. ObelaHre, fTaHHOE CTAPILIUM ITOKOJIEHWEM, OH He MOT JIETKO HapYIIUTh U IeHCTBUTEIHHO
XOTeJI y3HaTh, B UeM 3aKJ/I4anach mpasfa.

Korga WH 1lanb BepHYycs u3 KabuHeTa 1 Bolten B YepTor ['aHbiy, OH yBUAeEN, Kak ball LI3kIIuH ¢
YeM-TO B pyKax BeiOezkas 13 60KOBOM KOMHATHI.

— BorT, BO3bMU.

Wu Llasb, roaas Ha oxXuBneHHOTo bayt L[3bi1MHa, coepaKan yas0Ky, CHavasla B3sJI TO, YTO TOT
IPOTSAHYJI, U TOJIBKO IIOTOM CIIPOCHJI, YTO 3TO.

— ITO0 HECKOJIbKO MPeioKeHuH 110 pedopMaM, KOTOPHIE I IPUAYMaJl, UCXOOs U3 TEKYIed CUTyalluu
¥ TOTO, KaK OBICTPO THI Halllell s MeHs 3Tu OyMaru. ECTh Tak:Ke HeCKOJIbKO unen u3 paboT UYxkaH
CI0HS ¥ IPYTHX, KOTOPhIe MHE TI0Ka3a/TiCh Pa3yMHBIMU. MOXKEITh ITOCMOTPETh.

Baii LI3bIIKMH ¢ TI000MBITCTBOM CIIPOCHIT:
— ThI Bepib HE YUTaEIIh PAOOTH CO CTOTMYHOI'0 9K3aMeHa, IIpaBma?
— Ecnu 6b1 y MeHs OBIIO Ha 9TO BpeMsi, 3a4eM MHE CTOJIbKO MHHUCTPOB?

Baii L3bimuH ¢uipkHyn. BMecte ¢ Mu 1aHeM OH Boles B IIOKOU U, YOEIUBIINMCH, YTO BOKPYT HUKOTO
HET, IOHU3UJI TOJI0C:

— Pa3Be 310 He ypok? Xopoio, 4To YkaH COHb YMHEIY, & OHU BCE He U3 TPYCJIUBBIX...

— «Xopormo»? — W Llaub, 10 Ha HECKOJIBKO CaMOyBEepeHHOe BeIpaxkeHue nuila bait 1I3bmHa,
HaKOHeIl 3acMesincs. — LI3BIIuH, BCe He TaK MIPOCTO.

C 3TUMHM CJIOBAaMH OH OCTAHOBMJICS M CEJl Ha MATKUU OUBaH B TJIaBHOM 4aCTW KOMHATHI.

— Yro TH uMeeIb B BuAY? — bail LI3IIIMH ¢ HeIOyMeH:ueM IIOCMOTPENT Ha Hero, a 3aTeM, BU/IS ero
3arafloYHbIA BU[I, CIIPOCHUI:

— Hy, 4T0 uMeHHO?

W laHb IHIIL TOKa4yall T'OJI0BOM M CKa3all:



— 4 romomeH.

Batt L[3pilIMH TOAyMaJi, 4YTO B MUpe, HaBepHOe, HeT HUKOT0, KTO MOT Obl pa3fpaxaTh Gonbie, yeM MH
Llanb. OH Gpocun Ha HEeTo B3TJIAM:

— PasBe ®aH 1I3uH He npuHec Tebe embl?
— Ho s ceropns cnbiman, 4to B Yeprore ['aHby ecTh 6/110fla, KOTOPHIX HET B UMIIEPATOPCKON KyXHE?
— ...Cronbko y Tebs miofedt Bo3ne MeHs? Korga s HaKOHEIl CMOTY yeXaTh?

WH 1laHb, onepirch Ha HePUTOBYIO MOACTABKY, pacCMaTpUBaJl akKKypaTHO COCTaBlieHHEIe bal
LI3riimHOM YHKTHL. [Touepk Bait L[3biiHa OB TaKUM K€, KaK U OH CaM: TOHKUM, HO C KPeIIKUM
KOCTSIKOM, C HEPOBHBIMU KpasMU U CyXUMU IITpuxaMu. [lake B CIydalHBIX 3alIMCIX MOXKHO OBIJIO
HaUTU MHOTO HUHTEPECHOTO.

Wu ITaub He cMoTpen Ha Hero. OH pa3MHIIIISAIT 0 TOM, Korga bait LI3bIIMH ocTaHaBIUBAICS, YTOOR
IIOJyMaTh, a KOrga BOCXHUILAJICA YyXKUMU ugedMu. He mogHuMas rOJIOBE, OH CKa3all:

— Korpa npupget BpeMs, Bce 6yIeT yCTPOEHO.

OH yKe MHOT0€ ITPOCMOTPEJI 3a JieHb, HO 9TOr0 OBIJI0O HEOCTaTOYHO, II09TOMY OH CBEPHYJI HECKOIHKO
TOHKHUX JIUCTOB OyMaru baii LI3viiiuHa u cupsitan ux B pykase. [Ipuka3 uMneparopa Csio L[310 He Mor
He BBHIMOJHUTEL. Houb Oblna rimy6oka, ¥ bayt LI3bI11uH, oAnepeB MoaO0POIOK PYKOM, HEMHOTO
nogoxpan Ua Llans, HO B KOHLIE KOHIIOB He BEIIePIXall U 3aX0TeJI CIaTh.

— PasBe ®aH LI3uH He npuHec Tebe cyna? — 3eBHYN bayl LI3biuH. — Kak Thl CHOBa IPOT0I0HaCs?
— HasepHoe, ycTa.

Wu LlaHb, TaK OTKPHITO U JIETKO CKA3aBILIKW CJIOBO «yCTan», OB KpaliHe HeoOkueH. bali LI3IuH
CIIOKOMHO TIOCMOTPETI Ha HEro U Jaxe HeMHOro noBepui. OH moxJiomnan ce6s 1Mo Iuily, YToOkI
B30OOPUTHCS. B KOMHaTe He OBIIO CIYT, ¥ OH BCTAJI CO CTYJIA, MTOMOIIEN K JBePH U IIEPBLIM I€JI0M
yBUAes eBHyxa LluHs.

— T'ocnonun baii.

— EBHyx, roe Csio 1I310? — Bait LI3biuH xoTen, 4Tobsl Cso 11310 ToXKe MpUHeC eMy Tapesnky
IeJIbMEeHeu.

— T'ocmopguH, He GECIIOKOUTECh, s OTIPABIII0 KOT0-HUOYIb CHOEeIaTh 3TO.

EBHyx LluHb KMBHYJI, ¥ 3@ €T0 CIMHOM MaJIeHbKUI eBHYX IIOHSJ HaMeK U OTIIPaBUJICA Ha KyXHIO
uckath Cso 1I310.

HouHoit BeTep 3a OKHOM OB MpOXJIafHbIM, U Ball LI3bIIKH, TUIIb BEITISHYB HAPyXKy, TOYYBCTBOBAJI,
Kak 00JIbIasi YaCTh er0 COHJIMBOCTHU YIIETY4YUIach.

B rraBHoi KoMHaTe YepTora ['aHbly CTOSITT MajieHbKUM KPYTJIbIA CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM Oblyix 0/1107ia, K
KOTOPBIM mpuKkacacst Mu Llaub. Bait LI3bimuH ¢ 6€33a00THEIM BUIOM cell HanpoTuB MH LlaHs, Kak
OynTo BpeMeHHO 3a0BIB O pa3HOTrIacusxX. [lebMeHH ellle He MpUHecHH, u ball LI3bIIUH, BCIIOMHUB O
cyte, TpoOOpMOTAIT:

— Torpga He CTOUT BCe fenaTh cpa3y. ITO BeOb HE CPOYHO.



Wu l1a#b 3acMescs:
— I3rimuH, 310 3a60Ta?
— HeT, THI CIMIIKOM MHOTO IyMaelllb.

Bait LI3bI1IMH OIYCTHII TOJIOBY, KacasicCh MajbllaMy CTEHKU YalllKX Ha CTOJIe, YTOOB IIPOBEPUTEH, He
OCTHIJIA JIX efa.

— HpOCTO BIIEPBEIE€ CIIBIITY OT Tebs TAaKO€, XU 3TO HEMHOT'O YOUBUTEJILHO.

B ero mamsaTtu MH LlaHb HUKOT{Ia HE TOBOPUJ TAKOTO Iepel HUM. XOTsI OH ObIJT BCErO Ha MISATh JIEeT
crapmie baii [I3piHa, BO3MOXKHO, 3-3a CBOET'0 KOPOJIEBCKOI'0 IIPOUCXOKAEHNS, OH BCerfa Ka3acs
6onee 3pensiM. B ornuune ot bai 1[3bimmHa, KOTOPHIM ObT XyOeIM U ci1abeiM, YH [adbs penko 6omer,
¥ XOTS OH CaM 3TOT0 He BUfIeJ, OH ciblmal, uTo UH [laHb HEMHOTO 3aHUMAascs 60eBEIMU
MCKyCCTBaMHU.

Ho «0ocTaHOBUTH BOMHY — 3TO UCKYCCTBO». B mpotnoi xku3uu UH laub OblT 70Op K HEMY, HO
HUKOTa He ITOKa3kiBall ycTanocTu. bau LI3bIIKMH BCerga cuuTai, YTo TojabKo ®aH L[3uH, MOCTOSHHO
HaxoOuBIMiics psigoM ¢ Mu IlaneM, MOT BUIETD €Tr0 HACTOAIIero. [1oaToMy B Te 6eCIopsiqouHbIe U
He3penble gHU baii LI3biuH otHOCUIICS K @aH L[3WHY KpaliHe HEOOQHO3HAYHO.

C omgHO¥M CTOPOHEI, OH yroBapuBasl cebst ObITh 6eCIIPUCTPACTHRIM, He OBITh KaK T€, KTO LIEHUT TOJIbKO
IIPOUCXO0XKeHNUe, Kak rocrnoxa K0ans CUHBY; C IPYTOM CTOPOHLI, OH 3aBUI0BAJI, 3aBUI0BAJI KPacoTe
®awn 1I3uHa, ero OTCYTCTBUIO CBsA3eM, 13-3a 4ero MH IlaHb Mor OBITh YBEPEH, UTO BCE €T0 AENUCTBUS
OB 0€CKOPHICTHHI.

Ho xT0 BO mBOPIIE MOT OBITH HACTOIBKO ITPOCTHIM? BCe 3T0 OBLIO0 UITI03UEH.

Korpa tapenka c menbMeHsaMu Obiia mofaHa, YH LaHb yKe 10JI0KUT manoyku. bal LI3uuH
HEKOTOpOe BpeMs CMOTpPEJl Ha TapeJiKy, KoTopas Oblia 60mbllle ero ulla, MpexXae YeM CHaThCI U
HavaTb eCcTh. OH €Nl meIbMeHU OJUH 3a APYTUM, IOHMMas, YTO He CMOXKET [I0eCTh BCe, U cupocun Uu
Lans:

— Twr emie romomgeH? Xouyelrb HEMHOT0?

— 4 cuiT. — U= LlaHb, oAnepes Moa00pPOAKOM PYKY, C UHTepecoM cMoTper Ha baii LI3nimuHa. — He
Oynmy c To0oii collepHUYaTh, anneTUT LI3bIIHA JeliCTBUTENILHO BIIeYaTIsAeT.

— ...Crmacu60 3a KOMIUIUMEHT.

910 OBlNa HacMeIlIKa, ¥ B IMTOATEKCTE YYBCTBOBAJIOCH XKeJlaHNe eTr0o Pa303/uTh. ba LI3kImH
PaBHOMYIIHO B3TJISIHYJT HA HETO:

— KcraTy, 51 3a0b11 yIOMSIHYTE O PACTOUUTENILCTBE. TH 3HAeIllb, YTO PAaCXOMbl Ha eIy B 3afHEM OBOPE
00BIYHO MTPEBHIIAIOT HOPMY?

— LI3wiuH OecrokouTcs 0 Ka3He? 060 MHe UIIH... PEBHYET?
— PesBny1? K yemy?
WH Llasb C yBEpEHHBEIM BHUOOM CKa3all:

— K Tomy cymy.



Koneuno, ato 6vi1 ®an 13uH.

— Yto? Pa3Be Thl ero He BHINUNI? — bayt LI3bIIIMH HEMHOT0 pa3gpaxKeHHO OTBETUJ. — Thl JyMaelllb,
YTO S CIeIMaJbHO CIIeOuII 3a KaxkabM maroM ®@an [13uHa, 4TOOL HANTH BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOMIJIOBUTh
€ro Ha IIyTH U IIoCcMesAThCA Hafg HUM? W3-3a cyma?!

— LI3BIIKMH TaK BOJIHYETCS, MOXKET OBITE...

— Hukakux «MoXkeT OBITh», 51 y2Ke CKa3aJl, YTo 3T0 He Tak! — bail LI3kIIuH MaxHyJl PyKOH. —
HMnepaTtop, noxasnyucTa, He WIyTU TakK, S TPYCJIUB, HE MOT'Y 3TOTO BEIHECTH.

— IToyeMy THI CHOBA Ha3hIBa€lLIb MEHS «UMIIEPATOPOM»?

Bati LI3bI1IMH HEe XOTeJI CIIOPUTH Ha 3Ty TEMY, IIOTOMY YTO CaM He MOT IIOHSATh, KOTla B IIPOIIION
JKW3HU OH Ha4aJl Ha3kBaTh ero «MH LlaHb», a KOTga CHOBA CTaJl HA3kBATh «MMIIEPaTOPOM». Eciu Obl
OH pa3o0pajics B 3TOM, TO, BO3MOKHO, ITOHSIT OBl CBOM YyBCTBA K MH L]aHI0 B MIPOIIION XKU3HU. Bhia
JIX 3TO HEHABUCTD, 00MOa, Hepa3aeaeHHas TI000Bb UJIM YTO-TO ellle, CBI3aHHOe C TEM Be4epoM, Koraa
OH POMMJICS, YTO-TO CMYTHOE, HauaBIeecs: C pU3NYECKOT0 BJIeUeHHUs, HO He TofaloIeecs
OIIHCAHHIO.

HagepHoe... HaBepHOeE...
YT0 XKe 970 6bUI0? Baii LI3bIIIMH He MOT IOHSTh.

Teneps ux ponu nomMeHsanucs, ¥ YUH LlaHb cupesn psaagoM, oXupaas, IToKa OH IoecT. Kak U 0Kuaasocs,
OH CHOBaA [IOCTAJl U3 pyKaBa TO, YTO Hanucasn bai LI3bIuH, 1 Haval IepeuYnThBaTh, C YILIOKON Ha
rybax.

Baii LI3bIIMH HE TOHUMAJI, YTO MOTJIO OLITH CMEIITHOTO B HECKOJIbKUX IPEIIOKEHUSIX U
PEKOMeHOanusax?
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