— YT0 3HAYUT, MOKHO OCTaBUTh TOJIBKO OTHOTO? ECNU C rocmoxkoit M3UKWHb UJIK BOCEMBIM IIPUHIIEM
YTO-TO CITyUYUTCS, 51 3aCTABJII0 BaC BCEX IMOWTH 3a HUMU B MOTHIy! — mpousHec AHb 2Kyii, IIBEIPHYB
Yallky ¢ 4yaeM K HoraMm Jlekaps Jlu.

Jlexaps JIu, rsapgs Ha ocKoNKY (papdopa y CBOMX HOT, BHYTPEeHHe COKpyIasncs. CTapasi IoroBOpKa
rinacut: «CeMb BBIXKMBAIOT, BOCBMOM — HET». XOTsI OBIBAIOT UCK/TIOUEHHS, OHU KpaiiHe PegKH.
T'ocmoxxa MalnmuHb POAUIia HAa BOCBMOM MecsIle, ¥, CKOpee Bcero, pe0eHOK He BBIXKUBET!

Ho pa3 uMmnepatop cka3sas Takue CJ0Ba, 4YTO MOT BO3pa3uTsh Jlekaps JIu? Ciymas
nyliepa3gupaolie KpUKY XKeHIIMHB B POAUIHHON KOMHATe, OH COIporHyncs. CoOpaBIIUCh C IYXOM,
OH y2Ke coOupa’sics BOUTH B KOMHATY, KakK BOPYT YCJIBILIAT I'0JI0C II03aAu ce0s.

— ITpu6sin Jlekaps Ban! — 310t ronoc npo3syyan ais Jlekaps JIu Kkak HebecHast My3biKa. JIeKapb
BaH, rnaBHBINM Bpay, OB TOpa3fgo UCKyCHEe ero, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, OH HalfieT pelieHue. [laxe eclnu He
HalOeT, YYUTHIBAS IOBEPHE UMIIepaTopa K HeMy, JIekapsb JIu, BO3MOXKHO, U30€KUT CMEPTH.

— IMpusetcTByio Bauie BenudectBo, — Ban JIssH(]a#, Bovigs, moknoHuncs AHb 2Kyio u GBICTPO OLIEHUTT
CUTyalUI0 B KOMHATe.

— Bovigu u momMHHY, A X04y, 4YTOOH 1 MaTh, U pebeHoK Obtn B 6e3omacHocT! — AHb Kyi, Tpou3HOCS
3TH CJI0Ba, YCUIUT aKIeHT Ha KaXX[O0M CJIore, CJIOBHO MOJIOT, YAAPHUBILKY 10 CepAliaM Bcex
IPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

— Cnymatoch, — Ban JIgH(3# OKIOHUICS U BOLIET B POAUIIBHYI0 KOMHATY, COITPOBOXKIaeMBIN
HECKOJIbKMMHU OIBITHEIMU aKyIlepaMu.

A 113510 u gpyrue, cnymas gayliepa3gupalolye KpUK U3 KOMHATH, COOPOTanuch. BoceMb MecsileB
IIPOIIJIA CIIOKOMHO, KTO MOT IIPefICTaBUTh, YTO B ITOCJIEIHUN MecCsI] Tpou3oiaeT Takas bema?

— Jlekaph TONBKO 4TO CKa3an, — AHb XKy#, mocne Toro Kak Bau JIsH(31 BolIen B KOMHATY, HAKOHEI]
o0paTu BHUMaHUE Ha CJIYT, CTOSIINX Ha KOJIEHSX, — YTO TOCIoXka MatIuHb PoAuia paHblle CpoKa
13-3a UCIyra U CTONKHOBeHUsd. CKaXkXuTe MHe, Kak B [IBoplie YaHCHHB OHA MOIJIa IOIBEPTHYTHCS
CTOJIKHOBEHUIO?

F'omoc Aup XKys cTan MpayHbIM, 3acTaBuB A 11350 ¥ Opyrux OpoxKaTh, OIIyCTUB I'OJIOBBL, OHU HE
peranuch TOBOPUTE.

— T'oBopute! — Anb XKyii yogapus 1o CToly, ero B3risapg ynan Ha A L3s0.

A 11350, IIOYYBCTBOBAB B3rJIidO UMII€PATOPA, IIOKPEIIACh XOJIOOHBEIM IIOTOM, €€ TEJIO CIIETKa
3aTpPsCIIO0CE. Ona CTJIOTHYJIA ¥ OTBETHUJIA:

— 3T0... 9TO... IpuHI LI3uH.
YcnrimaB otBeT, Aub 2Ky# mpuIinypuics, Habmogas 3a gpoxKalmuM TenoM A 113s10:
— Pacckaxu MHE OAPOOHO, YTO MPOU3OLIIO!

— Crymatock, — A 113510, YCTIOKOUBINHUCH, TIIyO0KO BOOXHYIa. — [Tocye mocneqHero BU3UTa MPUHIlA
LI3uHa, mo mpuka3y Barrero BenuuectBa, oH Gonblie He mpuxomui. Ho ceromHs OH HEOKUIAHHO
TIOSIBUIICS CHOBa. OxpaHa, cienyst BarieMy mpukasy, MOMBITallaCh OCTAHOBUTD €70, HO IIPUHI]
0TKA3aJICs YXOOUTh. B UTOTe MeXMy ero JIOObMU U OXPAHOH IIPOU30IIIa CTHYKA, ¥ B CyMaTOXe
rocroxa MaunuHb OBlIa TOJTKHYTA.



A 11350 Obla YOuBJIEHA ITOBEOEHUEM Anb Y3HII3Y, KOTOprfI cerogHd JIefICTBOBaH OTKDPBITO 1 HATJIO,
He CUMTAsICh HU C TOCHOXKO0M MOSUIINHB, HU C IIPUKA30M HMIIEPATOpAa.

Ycnmiias paccCkas, AHB }KYIZ Ha4dall U3JIy4aTh I'HEB, KOTOpBIfI CTAaHOBHIJICA BCE CHIIBHEE. CJ'IyTI/I,
TOJIBKO YTO 00JIEr4eHHO B3OOXHYBIIKE, CHOBA HAIIPATJINCH, UX TI0BI IMOKPBIIIKCH IIOTOM, a
aynaiepa3guparmne KpUuKu U3 pOJIHJ'IbHOfI KOMHATEI 3aCTaBJIAIN BCEX OPOZKATh.

— lynupns, — AHb XKyi, He ITOBOpauyuBas roiosel, o3saii Jiu IlyHeA3.

— Barimre BenmmuecTBo, — JIu [IlyHbOS MIATHYI BOEPE, MOKIOHUIICS W OMyCTUII TOJIOBY, 3HAsI, UTO
MMIIEpaTOP COOMpAETCs HaTh HOPYUEHNE.

— IlpuBenu mpunna Li3una B UMnepaTopckuii kabunet, — AHb 2Kyil MaxHYJ pyKOH, yKa3biBast JIu
OlyHbOS meicTBOBATh HEMENJIEHHO.

— Cnymatoch, — JIu lllyHbA?, MHOTO JIET CIyKUBIIKUYK AHb 2KyI0, y2Ke morafgblBajics O IPUKase,
I03TOMY He yOuBUIICS. [I0KJTOHUBIIIKMCE, OH BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI.

[Tocne yxopma JIu UlyHbas Aub XKyu octasicst Ha MecTe, cinyiuas Kpuku Jly Hlyu u3 pogunbHOU
KOMHATEL, €r0 B3IJIAf I0OTEMHE], ¥ OH IIOIPY3UJICS B Pa3MBILITIEHUS.

*

— Baime BricouecTBO, BBl TOBOPHUTE, YTO IOCIIOXKa MolNuHL Pouia paHbllle CPOKa KU3-3a Bac? — JIio
FOans notep 106. Buepa oH gyMart, YTO MPUHI], HECMOTPS Ha CMEPTh HACJIEQHOT0 IIPUHIIA, CMOT
CHOEePKUBATLCS, ¥ 3TO OBIJIO TporpeccoM. Ho ceromgus mpuHI] IPEofHEeC eMy TaKO# «CIOPIpU3»? ITO
OBLIIO CKOpee III0KOM, YeM PafgoCThio!

— Ia... 3T0 TaK... ... 1 TorAa He nmoagyMait... — Jaxe AHb Y9HI3U Temepb OB HAMyTraH, eTro T'0JI0C
npoxain. I'omg Ha3an oH ObI He UCITyTasCs, a, HA060POT, OIIpaBAbIBal Obl CBOM HEWCTBUS.

Ho 3a 310 Bpems1 AHb Y3HII3U 0CO3HAJI, HACKOJIBKO BaXXHO OTHOLIeHue AHb XKys. M3-3a
HeolpeeIeHHOCTH UMIIepaTopa YMHOBHUKHY, PaHee MOOOepPKUBABIIKE €T0, Hadyallu
OUCTAHIIMPOBATHLCS, @ HEKOTOPHIE laXKe CTalu ero u30erarTs.

Kpowme Toro, mony Aub [I3MHCHHA IT0 HEM3BECTHHIM IIPUYMHAM 3aMOJI4ajId, CJIOBHO UX OOJIbIIE He
BOJTHOBAJIO, KTO CTAHET HAClIeMHUKOM. AHL U9HII3U Temneph ObLI MPaKTUUYECKU U30JIMPOBAH B
OBOPILIOBHIX HHTPUTAX.

AHp YsHU3Y He IOHUMAJI, I0YeMy OH IOCTyIuN Tak. OH He XoTell npu4YuHATh Bpen Jly llyy, Ho,
OYHYBIINCE, YBUEI €€ JIeXalllel Ha 3eMJle, a CJIy2KaHOK, KPUYAIlUX, YTO C FOCIIOXKOU YTO-TO HE Tak.
Bckope Bo [IBopuie YaHcuHB Hayanach cymMaroxa, U AHb U3HII3H, IOHB, YTO [IeJI0 IIJI0X0, TahKOM
cbexar.

BepHyBIIKCH B CBOM ITOKOH, OH BCe 0OJIbIIIe HEPBHUYAJI, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHIIOB He BRIIEPIKATI,
oTnpaBuBIIUCh K JIto KOaHi0. 3T0 Obln ero mepselid BU3UT K JIto KOaHIo 3a MecsIl, ¥ UX OTHOIIEHUS
yXKe He OblIM TaKUMU OJTM3KKMMHU, KaK paHbIIe.

— Yto uMeHHO mpou3o1io, Bame BricouecTBo? PacckaxuTe mogpo0OHO, HE TOPOIUTECh, — JIi0
FOaHb, ycnbilaB KpaTKUM paccKas, IIOYyBCTBOBAJ HellafiHOe. AHb Y9HII3U, XOTh U ObUI HE CITUIIKOM
YMHBIM ¥ UMITYJIbCUBHBIM, BPSAM JIM MOT IIOCTYIIUTh Tak TIIyTo.

AHb U3HII3Y, BEIIUB Yall, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS:



— 4 npoxopgun MuMo [IBopiia YaHCUHD U yBUIEJ TOCIOXKY MaUNuHb B cagy. f X0Tes TOJIBKO
IIPEenyIpPenuTs ee...

— Baimre BricouecTBo, BB caMu He IpHKacanuch K Her? — JIio FOaHb, aHanu3upys paccKas, MeITajcs
HAWTH CII0CO0 MUHUMHU3UPOBATh MTOCTIEOCTBHUS.

Jlyuumim peleHreM OBIIO OBl OCTATHCST HA MECTE U CPa3y CHSATH C ce0s1 BUHY, HO IIPUHI] yXKe
BepHYyJcs. [laxke ecmu 6v1 oH ocTtancs, JIio FOaHbs comHeBascs, 4To AHb UY9HI[3M CMOT Obl TPABUIBHO
BBIKPYTUTHCS. [103TOMY OH HE COXKaJlesl 0 TOM, UTO IIPUHI] cOexkar.

— 4 OBl caM He CTaJ MpUKacaThcsi, — AHb Y9HII3M IMOKavas rojoBoi. X0Ts ObIJI0 HEMHOI'O XaOTUYHO,
IeNCTBOBAIM CIIyTH. X035IMH CaM He OITyCTHUJICS OBl IO TaKOTO.

— Ecnu umnepaTop OymeT crpalivBaTh, IPU3HaTe BUHY, HO He BCIO. 3aTeM... — JIto KOaHb, ycbinaB
3TO0, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS. X0po1io, 4To AHb UY3HII3U He ObIJT COBceM Oe3HameKHBIM. Ecu Okl OH caMm
IIPUKOCHYJICS, TO BUHY ObIJIO ObI HE CHSITE.

Temepb MOXKHO OBIJIO CKA3aTh, UTO CIYT'H HEIIPABUJILHO IIOHSJIM €T0 HaMepeHus, a AHb YsHII3U He
yCIIeJl OCTaHOBUTD UX. ITO OBIJIO JTy4llle, 4eM 0OBUHEHNVE B IIOKYIIEHUM Ha XXKU3Hb HaclleHUKA.

— 910 cpaboTtaeT? — AHb UYSHII3M HAXMYPHUJICS, HO CaM He MOT IIPUAYMATh JIy4Illero pelleHus.
— locoxka MaunuHb Ha BOCbMOM Mecsite? — JIto KOaHb B3rIsSHyI Ha 6ecrioKoiHOTr0 AHL U3HIBY U

3aja, Ka3anoch Obl, He OTHOCSILIUICS K [IeJly BOIIPOC.
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