— Xopot1Io MompaBnsaucs, He qyMal o 110xXoM... — C atumu croBamu Aub XKyi BcTan, — Y MeHs elne
€CTb TOCy[lapCTBEHHEIE [ieTia, 1 He Oyny TeOsl 6obllle 3aepKuBaTh. TBOS CIIyKaHKa...

CkasaB 9T0, OH OpPOCHII B3TJISIM Ha CTOSIIYIO V KpoBaTH FOaHbBAM, U B3TIISIO €T0 OB CypOB.

— 4 o6s13aTeIBbHO €€ XOPOIIo MpoyyYy, Npoiy Baille Benn4yecTBo, IPOCTUTE €€ Ha 3TOT pa3 pafu TOro,
YTO OHA TaK IpefaHHO MeHs 3amruiana, — KOanbBal Obllla He TONBKO CTaple# cinyxankou 113u HOu,
HO U €€ TpaBoy pyKou. E€ HUKaK HeJb3s OBIIIO JIETKO OTHATh.

— Torpma mobuMuila, Mpoy4uu e€ Kak crnenyet! — Cka3aB 970, AHb 2Kyit B3MaxHy/I PYKaBOM U, He
000pavYuBasiCh, YIIEN.

I'naps Ha ero cnuny, Li3u F0u gonro He Moria npuiitu B ce0si. PaHblile, ecnu 0Ha yKOJI0JIa majely
WTOJIKOU, UMIIEPATOP MOT IIepeXUBaTh IIOJITHS, a Telephb, He IPOrOBOPUB U HECKOIBKUX (pa3, OH
IIPOCTO yiIen!

— KT0 3Ta cTepBa? — LI3u KOu 3aroBopuia TOIBKO CIYCTS JOJIr0oe BpeMsd mocie yxona Aub XKys. B
CJI0Bax €€ OBbIIO CTOJIPKO HEHABUCTH, CJIOBHO OHA XOTeJla BEIPBATh y TOU XKUJIBI, ChECTh €€ IIJIOTh U
BHITIUTH €€ KPOBb.

— Eé 3oyt Jly lllyu, 3T0 HemaBHO IPUOLIBIIAs BO ABOPEI] HaloXKHUIA... — K0aHbB3M, YCIIHIIIAB 3TO,
TYT e OIyCTUJIach Ha KOJIeHU Y KpoBaTH. ['0CIIOXKa M3-3a 3TOT0 BEHIHYXKEeHa Oblyia TPUOETHYThL K
TaKTHKEe «CaMOII0KePTBOBaHHUS», a BCE MOTOMY, YTO OHa caMa He cHejlajia BCE YUCTO.

— Jly? — LI3u 0w, ycneimas ums Jly Illyu, cHayana oOpaTuia BHUMaHKUe Ha e€ GaMuiInio. Y Crblias
€€, OHa TTOYyBCTBOBAJIa elle 6oJblllee OTBpalleHue.

— 9t0 noboyHas moub JIy UsHa, 3aMeCTUTeNss MUHIUCTPa BOEHHOT0 BEJOMCTBA, CTapiuero 6paTa
re"epasna Jly. IlosToMy oHa U moJny4yusa TUTYI HaNOXHUIE, — [Tockomnbky 113u FOu nopyuuna
KOanbBoit pa3y3HaTh 0 HEH, ClyKaHKa yKe BriBeflana Bcé mpo JIy Illyu mo Menoden.

— Jly YaH... [To6ouHas mous... — L3 KOu HaKOHEIl BCIIOMHHKIIA 3TOT0 YejloBeKa. Torfla oOHa gyMmara,
yT0 pa3 JIy UsH ObIT 4eJI0BeKOM €€ ChIHA, TO U eT0 H0Yb OymeT NErKoW MUILIEeHbBIO, He OXKHUIaia, YTOo
9TO OKAXKEeTCs «IIPUTJIallleHue BOJIKa B MOM» !

— l'ocmoxa, MoxKeT ObITh, paOrIHA... — Bums, kak LI3u FOu ctpagaeTt, OaHBEB# ToXe OBLIO HE II0
cebe. 'ocrmoxka GnucTasna 6oblile JecsATH JIeT, C TeX ITOP KakK yMepsa uMmneparpuiia FOaHb, oHa
BCEr[Ia IoJy4asa BCE, 4To XoTena. Korma ke oHa Oblyla B TAKOM YHUKEHHUH, KaK CeTOIHs?

— Hert! iMniepaTop TOIBKO UTO U3-3a HEE OTUMTANI MeHs. Ecnu ceiuac geicTBOBaTh, 3TO MOXKET
BLI3BaTh €I0 HEJOBOILCTBO. [TomoxkmeM... Ky3HeUruK 0CeHbI0 — HE[oJIro eMy OCTanoCh, a Toraa... —
I3u FOu, roBops 3T0, mOTEMHEIa B3TIIA0M.

3a OoJiee ueM [IecsiTh J1eT ObLIK KEeHIIMHE, KOTOPhle Ha BPeMsl CTaHOBUJIUCEH (paBOPUTKAMU, ¥ MHOTHE
[yMajy, 4YTO CMOT'YT 3aHATh €€ MeCTO, HO B KOHIIe KOHI[OB BCe OHU IIPeBPATUINCh B IPH3PAKOB
aBopua. YTo TONKY OT KPaCUBOU BHEIIHOCTU? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO BCEr'0 JIUIIb CKeJIeT. YTO TOJIKY OT
MUIOCTH? KTO CMOXKET IPEB30UTH €€ B UHTPUTAX?

OHa cMoOTIJIa 3aCTaBUTh Ty XeHiuHy, FOii BaHbINH, yMepeTh MyYHTEIbHONH CMEPTHIO, B CMOXKET
pa30pBaTh Ha KYCKH BCEX, KTO YIPOXKAET €€ MOJI0KEHUIO!

— [a... — K0aHbBaH, IIsA Ha UCKaXKEHHOEe HeHABUCTHIO uio 1[3u F0u, omycTuia roiosy u
OTBeTHUA, 60JIbILIE HUYETO He TOBOPS.



— [Momoxpu... BoaMoxHO, TeOe mpuneTcs morepneTsh, — Ckazas 970, LI3u FOu nogHsana pyky u
nornapuia FOaueBsi 110 rosose. OHa Bcerja NpUMeHsIa K CIyraM U MUJIOCTb, ¥ CTPOTOCTG.
HmnepaTop cKasasl, YTo €€ Hy>KHO HaKa3aTh, Tak 4To OaHbBIM He 130eXKUT HaKa3aHUs Ha 3TOT pas,
— B Gymymiem 51 06s13aTeIbHO BCE BEPHY ¥ OTOMIIY 3a Tebs.

— T'ocnioxa, moxanyicTa, He TOBOPUTE Tak... ITO g caMa IIJIOXO CIIpaBUiach ¢ genoMm, — FOaHbBIu
TIOHMMaJIa 3Ty UCTUHY U IIOCIEIIHO OIYCTHUIIa T'OJIOBY, II0OKa3kIBasi, YTO OCO3HAET 3TO.

*

— T'ocioxka, Ty FOaHbB1 BHICEK/IN TPUALIATH ITaJIKaMU, TENEPh, HaBEPHOE, He MOXKET BCTaTh C
noctenu, — A 113510 moporia K Jly Illyu u, Maccupys ey Iie4yu, TUXO IIelTana, B €€ rojaoce
CTIBIIIIAIACh 3710PajfiHast pagoCTh.

KOanbBoit OblTa TaKOM BaxKHOU mepcoHoi! OHa uMesna 0oJiblile BIaCTH, Y4eM OOJIBIITHHCTBO TOCIOXK BO
IIBOPIle, ¥ BCerya KOMaH0Bala UMH, a TAaKXKe TaKUMHU CITy’KaHKaMH, KaK OHM. A CerofHs oHa Orllta
HaKa3aHa M3-3a CBOEeW cOOCTBEHHOM rocmoxu. O0 3TOM MOKHO OBIJIO PAacCKa3kBaTh C TOPIOCTHIO!

— MwmwM... — Jly llywu, rngas Ha cOOPHUK CTUXOB B PyKax, KHBHYJA, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa.

PaHbIIle, IOKa OHA He BCTpeYasaach C KMIIEPATOPOM, 9TO ObLJIO He BaXKHO, HO Telephb, KOIa OHa
BCTPETHIIACh, e HyKHO OBIJI0 HaYWHATL 9TOMY YUMTHCS, HHAYe, KOT{a OHa OyIeT pa3roBapuBaTh C
HUMIIEPATOPOM, OHA MOXKET OII030PUTHLCS, IPOSIBUB HEBEKECTRBO.

— T'oBopsAT, UMIIEPATOPCKUI Bpad X0Oull BO ABopell ®oHBU, HO HEM3BECTHO, 3a4eM... — A 113510,
Bups, uto Jly llyu MOTYUT, IpOmoIKuIa 00pMOTaTh. 3a 3TO BpeMsl OHa HEMHOTO y3Hasa 3Ty
roCIoxy. X0Tsl Ta HUYEro He TOBOPUJIa, HO HHTePeCcOoBalia TaKUMU HOBOCTSMHU, IIPOCTO HE
BBICKa3bIBajla CBOET0 MHEHUS.

Jly lllyu onmycTuia BeKH, IPOOoJIKagd MoTyaTh. Bei3Basiu Bpaya, HaKa3aiau CIyKaHKy... Bugumo, aTa
IparoleHHas HaJlOXHUIA TOXKe He npocTas nepcora. Ho... JIy lllyu ckpuBuia ry6el B yIbIOKe: IyCTh
OymeT He mpocToit! MHaye Kak OHa CMOXKEeT YBEePEHHO U[THU I10 ITyTH CBOET0 BO3BHIIIIEHHU S ?

— Ilpuyemu meHd... — [TogymaB 00 3ToM, Jly Illym 0T/I0XKMIa KHUTY, BCTalla C KYIIETKH U cella
neper MeIHEIM 3epKajioM.

— A? — A 1l3s10, raps Ha gerictsus Jly Illyu, X0Td ¥ He IOHMMaJIa, I0YeMy Ta BOPYT 3axoTella
IpryYecaThCcs, BCE XKe MOMOoINIa U Havasia paboTaTh.

XoTs 9Ta TOCII0XKa BHITJIsIIea MATKOM U cl1a0oi, e€ CKPBITbIe METOMB ObIJIM COBCEM HE TaKUMH. A
113510 He cMmeia TpeHeOperaTh 9TUM.

— l'ocoxa, BH TaK IMPeKpacHEI, HO 3aYeM BH Ceilyac npudeckiBaeTech? — A 11350, rIsaasa Ha
orpaxenue Jly lllyu B 3epkasie, He MOTJIa He BOCXUTUTHCS, HO BOIIPOCH B €€ Cepfille HUCKOJILKO He
YMEHBIININCE. 3a4eM celiyac MPUYeChBaThCS, €CIIM UMIIEPATOD, [OIKHO ObITh, HE IPUAET?

— Yro6bl IPUHATH YKa3... — JIy lllyu TuX0 B3MOXHYJa, TUXO IIPOM3HECS 3TH TPH CJIOBa.

[TpunaTh yka3? Kako# yka3? OTKymna rocrozxa 3HaeT, 4To 0ymeT yka3? A LI3s10 elé He 3aKOHUMIIA
nepeOupaTh BOIIPOCH B I'0OJIOBE, KaK CHAPyK¥ pa3[aJics Iojoc IJ1aBHOro eBHyXa JIu:

— MiMmepaTopcKuii yka3 npulObll — HaloXkHHUIA JIy, MpUuHUManTe yKas!



O ToMm, uTO mpoucxonuno B rapeme, JIy Aubcu u AHb LI3uHCHH NoKa He 3Hanu. OHU UL 3HAJH, YTO
Ha NPy B YeCTh IPUEMa IIOCIIOB PSOOM C UMIlepaTopoM cupena He 113u Ou.

[Toka HeJOyMeBaIoIie MEHKCTPH IIEePEIIENTHBAIUCE B CEPALAaxX, KTO-TO IIEPBEIM HAPYIIIMII MOTYaHUe
— 9T0 OB ITOCOJT OT XyHHY, Myapo.

— BeposiTHO, 3TO ¥ eCTh AparoueHHas HaloxHuIa Cuoansa? — Myafo, IO Ha BeJIMYeCTBEHHYIO U
671arOpPOIHYI0 XKEHIIUHY, CUSIIYIO PAIoM ¢ AHb 2KyeM, KUBHYII €.

OH [maBHO CIIBIIIAJ, YTO AparoleHHas HamoxkHKIa CHI0aHS MOJIb3YETCS UCKITIYUTEIBHON MUIOCTHIO
UMIIepaTopa U SBISEeTCS IepBoi B rapeMe. CeromHs, yBUIeB €€, OH IOHSJI, YTO OHA [eHCTBUTEIbHO
HeoOBIKHOBeHHA. OIHa TOIBKO €€ MaHepa HepKaThCs BHI3BIBAET BOCXHUIIEHUE.

K3-3a Toro, uTo ciaBa LI3u FOu Gbiyta CIMIIKOM TPOMKOM, Myamo maxe He IIOOyMal, YTO eTo CJIOBa,
KOTOPEIE B 0OBIYHOE BPeMs He BhI3BaJId OBl BOIIPOCOB, CETOMIHS IIPUBEAYT K HEJIOBKOCTH. [1oaTOMYy,
KaK TOJIbKO OH IIPOU3HEC UX, Ha JIUIaX YHHOBHUKOB CHUI0aHS OJHOBPEMEHHO MOSBUIACH JIETKAS
HEJIOBKOCTb, ¥ OHHU MEePETrIAHYINCh, HE 3Hasd, CTOUT JIK UCIIPABIATH OI_HI/I6Ky Myano.

Myano, 3aMeTUB peakKInio YNHOBHUKOB CHI0aHs, Ha MTHOBEHUE 3a0yMaJiCsl: HeyXKeJX OH BBIpa3uIICH
HEBEPHO? B 3TOT MOMEHT XeHIMHa, CUAAMas psanoM ¢ AHb 2KyeM, 37IeTaHTHO YIBIOHYIaCh:

— BTopoii npuHI] XyHHY BrepBhle B CHioaHe, He 3HATh 3TOT0 — €CTECTBEHHO. [IparoineHHas
HAJIOXKHUIIA B TIOCTIETHNE IHU YyBCTBYET ce0st mmoxo. UYToOwl He mepenaTh 60J1e3Hb MTOYETHEIM
TOCTSIM, OHA MOIIPOCHJIAa MEHST 3aMEHUTH e€.

Cka3zaB 9T0, HajoxHula 113 KuBHy1a Myapno. E€ BenmukoayiHas u cBOOOIHAsI MaHepa AepPKATHCS He
BBI3EIBAJIA HETIPUSI3HY U Pa3pPsifiniia HEJIOBKOCTh, BEI3BAHHYIO €T0 CIIOBAMH.

Myapo, yCbIliaB 3T0, IOHSJ, I0YeMy OCTajIbHbIe TaK OTPearupoBajy, HO CJI0BA HATOKHUITH 113
MTHOBEHHO Pa3BesiIU ero0 JIETKOe HEYHO6CTBO:

— Taxk u ecTb. B TakOM ciy4ae si, IPUHII, TPUHOIITY CBOM MU3BUHEHHUS Balllel TOCIOXKe.
Cka3zaB 310, Myapmo nogHs 6okas rnepef co00ii U BHIIIUI €T0 3a/IlI0M.

— Xa-xXa-xa, 9T0 5 He 00BSCHUI KaK CIefyeT U BBEJI BTOPOI0 MpHHIIa B 3a0/IyXKaeHue. ITO
HajoxHuua [13... — Aub XKyii, yBULIEB 9TO, paCCMesICsa, MaXHyJI PyKOU U IIPeICTaBUI BCEM
JKEHIIWHY, CUISIIYI0 PSIOOM C HUM.

Myapio, risas Ha U3SIUIHYIO ¥ JOCTONHYIO HAMOXKHUIY [13, B MBIC/ISIX CHEal HECKOIBKO BEIBOIOB.
Ecnu maxke 9Ta Mayou3BecTHas HaJI0XHUIA [13 Tak BIEYATISET, TO KaK JKe MOJIXKHA BHIJIIOETh Ta
camas fparolleHHas HaJ0XKHHUIIA, TIo0uMHUIla uMIepaTopa? HaBepHsaKa OHa ITpeKpacHa, Kak
HeOOXKUTEbHHUIIA.

A cupsmuii o gpyryio cTopoHy AHb LI3uHCcHUH, 605Ch, YTO €T0 CyNpyTa He 3HAeT, KTO TaKas
HajoXHuLa [13, ToxXKe wmenTasn Ha yxo Jly dHbcu:

— Hanoxuuna [ — MaTh BTOPOro IPUHIIA...

— MHe KaXeTcsl, YTO OT HAJIOXKHHUIEL [[9 KCXOOUT YTO-TO... — JIy SIHBCH IMOCMOTpENa Ha XKEeHIIWHY Ha
TIOYETHOM MeCTe, HaxMypusa OpoBH, CJIOBHO He MOTJIa Cpa3y momo0paTh IOOXOsINee CII0BO, YTOOR
OTIHCaTh €e€.



Y aBTOpa €CTh YTO CKa3aTh: B aToii rinaBe AHbCH ¥ [I3UHCHH He MOSBIISIOTCS, II0O9TOMY aBTOP
TIOATOTOBMIT HEOOIBINYIO CIIEHKY:

Anb LI3uncuH: dHbCH, 5 TBOU (PaHaT!

Jly fubcu: 3nato, crynau!

Anp [I3uHCHH: AHBCH, TH COUIIb C (aHATaAMU?
Jly fuvcu: Hert!

Anb II3uHCHH (omycTUB XBOCT): OX...

Jly dubcu: 4 xouy, 4To6b haHATH TPaXaiu MEHSI~
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