— He BonHy#HTECH CIUIIKOM CUIBbHO. Pa3 Ky3eH yxke BePHYIICS, BO3MOXKHO, BCE eIlle MOXKHO
nucpaBuTh, — Cs10 YKyTHH, ocTaBuIasics B pe3uneHiuu Cy, 4TOOk TOCMOTPEThH Ha
pa3BOpPaYUBAIOIIUECS COOBITHS, OMOIIIa K HUM ¥ CKa3aJa.

Xotst Cs0 UXyTUH 1 He 3Hasa, Kak Cy KOHb CMOT BepHYTHCS HEBPEOUMEBIM, OHa Obllla yBEPEHa, YTO
MMIIepPaToOp He OCTABHUT 3TO MIeJI0 MIPOCTO TaK. Takoe cepbe3Hoe MpecTyIieHne, Kak o00MaH
UMIlepaTopa, He MOXKeT 0CTaThbCad 6e3HaKa3aHHLIM. [laxke ecliu HaCJIeHbIHM TPUHI] OyeT IIPOCUTD 3a
HUX, OHa BEPHIa, YTO UMIIEPATOP He MPOCTUT UX TaK JIETKO.

Cs0 YxyTUH 3apaHee BCe IpogyMasa. [laxe ecnu oHa He pacTopraeT oMoJiBKy ¢ Cy FOHeM, oTers
Oosblie He TO3BOJIUT €l BEIMTHY 3aMyXK 3a UeJIloBeKa, HakKa3aHHOT'0 UMIIepPaTOPOM.

YyBscTBa TpeThero npuHila K Cy KOHI0, BeposATHO, TOXe UCYE3HYT. HUKTO HE CMOXKET HALOJIro
3aBO€eBaTh Cepflle X0I0gHOTo npuHiia. Cs0 YKyTuH OblJila yBepeHa, YTO TPETUI IPUHI] OTHOCUIICS K
Cy HOHI0 nuilb KaK K BDEMEHHOMY YBIIEYEHHUIO.

— YxyTuH, TH Takasd fobpas. [lake B Takue TPyOHBIE BpeMeHa [JIs Halllell CEMbU ThI OCTAEIIhCS C
HaMmu, — Cy Kacuns ¢ G1arogapHoCThI0 TocMoTpena Ha Cs10 YKyTuH.

— He gymatite 06 aToM.  IpOCTO yBepeHa, UYTO C BaMu Bce OymeT xopoiro. [la ¥ Ky3eH BEPHYJICS,
CKOPO MHI Y3HaeM, KaK UMIIepaTop PeLIus 3TOT Borpoc. K ToMy ke 110Ka HUKTO U3 UMIIepPaTOPCKOU
OXpaHEHI He IIpUIlle]], TaK 4TO, AyMalo, ¢ pe3upeHureu Cy Bce B mopsigke, — Csg0 YXKyTUH TUIIEMEPHO
yTellla/la UX, XOT4 B Ayllle oyMaa, YTo, BO3MOXKHO, uMiepatop npocto pan Cy FOHI0 BpeMs cOOOIIUTE
HOBOCTH, @ CKOPO IIPUAYT JIFOAU, YTOOE KOH(GUCKOBATh PE3UIEHIINIO.

Cy HOanbtan u Cy Xofa, XOTS U CAJIbHO BOJIHOBAJIUCh, yBUAEB, 4TO Cy FOHBb OeiCTBUTENBHO YCTall U
roJiofieH, He cTanu ero 6ecrnokouth. Korma psamiomka @y nputec eny, Cy FOHb Hayasn ¢ almeTUTOM
€CTb.

Cy HFOannTaH u Cy Xofia, He Xejas MelllaTh eMy, MO/T4a HabJIiofany 3a TeM, Kak OH ecT. Bupgs, 4To y
HEro XOPOILINM allleTUT, OHU HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUUCE. [ToxoXKe, fena He Tak IJIOXH, KaK OHU AyMaJu.

Cy HOHb oen HeMHOT0, YTOJIHII T'OJIOf, BEIIIUJ CYI ¥ IIOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0s nyurie. OH IOIO0XKUI
TIaJIOYKY ¥ TIOHSJI TOJIOBY:

— Jlenylika, OTeL...

— l'oBopwH, Kak O6bl TaM HU OBIT0, MBI Bce puMeM, — Cy FOaHbTaH cnerka ynei0Hyscs Cy HOHio.
Cy Xopma ToxKe IOCIeInT 400aBUTh:

— IIa, FOHB, paccKaxu HaM MPaBAY O Bojie uMIeparopa. YTo 6bl Hu OBII0, MBI HE OOUMCS.

Cy HOHb yneIOHYIICS:

— Xopoto, s cKaxy mpasny. Ha camoMm gere...

— K10 TaM? — pe3ko kKpukHy1 Cy FOaHbTaH B CTOPOHY OKHA.

Cy Xopna BriGexkall 3a iBeph ¥ YBUOE HECKOIbKO MelbKawoiux puryp. O 6pocumncs Buepeq 1
CXBATHUJI OOHOI0:

— Oui? K9Xk3HB?



Psapom ¢ Cy KaxaneM Obiiu He KTO uHBIE, Kak Cy Kacunb u Csio YxkyTuH. OHU BCe 3TO BpeMs
o0cyxkpaanu, Kak ©UMIlepaTop HaKa3ajl uX, ¥, He BhIIepXKaB, PEIIUIU IOOOUTH K JeyIIKe.

— Xe-xe, mama, — Cy Kaxaub cmyiieHHo yiapiOHyncs Cy Xoma. OH He 0KHUAaJ, YTO UX ITOWMAIT B
CaMbIi BaXKHBIM MOMEHT.

Cy Kacunsb u Cs10 UKyTuH ToXkKe CMyIIeHHO YIRIOHYIUCEH U mocienoBanu 3a Cy Xoga B oM.

— Orer, 3T0 OHU Tpoe. B 0011eM, 3TO He CEeKPET, PaHO WK TIO3IHO BCE Y3HAIOT, TaK YTO 5 MPUBEJ UX
cioma, 4To6bl OHM ToxKe mocnyinanu, — Cy Xoma cka3an Cy FOaHbTany.

Cy FOaHbTaH OKUHYI UX B3TJISALOM:
— CapuTecs, BCeM HYKHO 9TO yCJIBIIIATE.

Tpoe noknonunucek Cy FOaHbpTaHy U, Clefgys ero cjiosaM, cenu B KOMHaTe. OHU He 0CMeJIMBaJIUuCh
TOBOPUTE, IIO3TOMY MOJI4a yCEeJIUCh, YCTpeMuB B3riAnsl Ha Cy FOHS.

Cy KFOanbTaH Ooblle He obpalllal Ha HUX BHUMaHUS U CHOBa moBepHyncsa K Cy FOHio:
— HOnb, mpoponxkau. Kak nMepaTop Haka3an Hac?

Cy FOHb moCMOTpEN Ha TPOUX, a 3aTeM OCTaHOBUJI B3TJIAM Ha nuie Ca0 YXKyTuH:

— Henyuika, mpexye 4eM TOBOPUTEL 00 3TOM, ST XOUy KOe-4TO 0OCYOUTE.

— Yto umenno? — Cy FOaHbTaH IMOYYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3TO CBsA3aHO ¢ Cs0 YXKyTuH, cyns no B3rnagy Cy
HOH4.

— 4 xouy pacToprayTh noMoneky ¢ Csio UxytuH, — Cy FOHB cKasas 3TO CEphe3HO.
Bce, kpome Csto UYxkyTtun u Cy FOaHbTaHa, OBUIM IIIOKWUPOBAHHL.

— Cy IOHb, 9-9... 6part, 910 Hexopoio. CecTpa He Ipe3rpaeT Hallly CEMbIO B TaKO€ BpeMsi, KakK ThI
MOXKeITb PaCTOPTHYTh ITOMOJIBKY C Hel? — Bhinanuna Cy Kacuns.

BcnomuuB, Kak Cg0 YKyTuH UCKpeHHe ux yTemana, Cy KocuHb pelna 3aCTyIUTLCS 3a Hee.

Csto YxkyTHH onyctuia rojoBy. Pas Cy FOHb mepBbIM 3aroBOpu 00 3TOM, OHA pellinjia IPUTBOPUTHCS
HEBUHHOM XKepTBOM, YTOOLl COXPAHUTH CBOIO pemnyTanuio. IIycTs Bce BUAAT, 4TO 3T0 Cy FOHB
oKa3zajcs 6eccepoeyHbIM.

— [Ia, 6part, aTo HexopoIno. CecTpa B TaKOe BPeEMS OCTalachk ¢ ToO0M, He Opocuia TebsI, a TH ee
OTBepraeb. ITO KakK-TO HEIIPABUIILHO, TaK IIOCTYIATh He CTOUT, — nogaepxkan Cy KaxkoHb.

Cy IOns paccmesincs:

— Baima cecTpa CIHIIIKOM BBICOKOTO MHEHHUS 0 ce0e 1 He CUMTaeT Balllero Opata JOCTOMHEIM.
OcB0oGOOUTEL €€ — 3TO TO, YETO OHA X0YeT. & MPOCTO UCIIOITHSIO ee KeJlaHue.

Cs0 YKyTHH C CUJION CXKaJjla IJIaTOK B pyKaX, pa3031uBIINCh Ha cjoBa Cy FOHs. X0Ts OH u momnar B
TOYKY, OH BCe XKe He [aj el TOoro, 4ero oHa XoTesa.

Otnomenns Mexny Cy FOHeM u TpeTbUM NIpHHIIEM OBLIM CTEHOM, Iperpaxialollei el myTh K



IIpUHITY. Ilaxe ecnu OHa TIIOJIy4YHUT CBO6OJIY, 9TO HE TapaHTHUPYET, YTO OHa CMO2KET 3aBOEBATh €T'0.

— HOwns, gyTo TH UMeelb B BUAYy? Pa3Be UXKyTUH He X04eT BHIXOOUTh 3a Te6s1? — Cy F0anbTaH
noBepsin Cy FOH10 ropa3mno 6onbiie, yeM Csso YXKyTHH, U, YCIIBIIIAB €T0 CJI0BA, MIOHSJII, UYTO OH UMEET B
BUTY.

— Ky3eH, maxe ecnu Thl JEUCTBUTENTLHO HE CUUTAEIIh MEHS OCTOMHOM, HE HYKHO TOBOPUThH TaKHe
o0upHbIe cyoBa. fd uCKpeHHe 100110 TeOsA, a TH TaK PaHUIIL MOU 4yBCTBa, — Cs0 YKyTUH OMyCTUIa
TOJIOBY ellle HUXKe, U U3 ee IJIa3 IOTEKIIU CIe3bl.

B koHIle KOHII0B, pe3ugeHLuio Cy BCe paBHO HaKaXyT, TaK 4YTO TeIephb OHa C PafoCThi0 ChIrPaeT poJb
BEPHOU XKeHIUHE, npefaHHou Cy FOH. Benpb OHa ellle He BEHIIIIA 3a HETO 3aMYyK, U IIOCJIE €ro
CMEepTH OHA IOJIYYUT PenyTaluio IpeqaHHoN U 6J1arOpOIHOMN KeHIIUHEIL.

— FOHB, MOXKeT, TH 4TO-TO He Tak noHAn? — Cy Xopa, BUAS UCKPEHHOCTh Cg0 YXKYyTUH, TOXKE eIl
3a Hee 3aCTYIUThCA.

Cy FOHb He paccepauCcs, ero JIUIO MO-MPeXHeMY CBEeTUI0CH YIHIOKOM:

— JlenyliKa, UCTOPUA C IPOJaXKel MMIIePaTOPCKUX TOBAPOB B Halllel JlaBKe IIejIKa — 3TO TO, O YeM £
X0TeJ Coo0mUTh uMIepaTopy. Ho ummnepaTop cam BeI3Bal MeHs. Brl 3HaeTe, moueMy?

— Yro? MmMnepartop yxe 3Han 06 atom? — Cy K0anbTaH ucnyrasncs. — Ecnu ummnepaTop yxe 3Hal, TO
MBI B ellle 60Jjiee OITaCHOM IT0JI0KeHUHU. MBI lyMajii, YTO TH CAaM pacCKazKellb UMIIEPATOPy U
TIOTIPOCHIITh IIPOIIEHHUS, HO...

OH 3amo14as, MUPOKO PACKPHIB IJ1a3a, U MOHSJ, YTO IPOU30LLIO.

— Kak umneparop y3Han 06 atom? — Cy Xopna Bce eltle He noHuMan u crupocui Cy FOus.
Cy HOHb cHOBa nmocmoTpen Ha Cs0 YXyTuH:

— IToToMy 4TO KTO-TO 3apaHee CO0OIIHI 06 3TOM UMIIePaTopy.

OH HaMeKHYVIIL.

Csio UYxyTuH BHyTpeHHe copgporaynack. Cnosa Cy HOHs sBHO yka3wiBanu Ha Hee. OHa He oxupgana,
yto Cy FOHB Tak OBICTPO BCE Y3HA.

— Krt0 370 cmenan? 310 KTO-TO, KTO HEHABUAUT HaIly CeMbl0? — C THEBOM crpocus Cy KaxkasHs.
Cy IOsB yCMexHYTICS:

— He Harmry ceMblo, a MeHS JIMYHO. JTO KTO-TO, KTO HE MOXKET TePIIeTh, UTO 5 CTOIO Ha ee MyTH,
Melras e OBITH CBOOOIHOM.

Cepaue Csa0 YXyTuH 3aK010TUIIOCH. [10oCiIe 3TUX CJI0B BCe B KOMHATE IOHSJIM, Ha KOT'0 OH HaMeKall.
O=na cxkaJa IIJIaTOK B PyKax, 130 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCh COXPAHUTh CIIOKONCTBHE.

— Yto? bpat, TH uMeels B BUAY, 4TO 3T0 cecTpa? — Cy Kacunsb nmoBepHynach K Cs0 UXKyTuH,
CMOTPS Ha Hee C He[OBEPHUEM.

Cs1o YKyTHH KPETKo cxkaJjia I'yosl, monro He pearupys. Cy Kacunb He MoT/ia ciepKaThCsl U TOIKHYIa
ee JIOKTeM:



— Yo 970 3HAUUT? ITO PO TeOs? CKaxKM YTO-HUOY B!

— 4 He moHocuna. 4 choenana 3To, 4TOOH criacTu pe3uneHuuio Cy, — Csio YKyTuH, HaKOHEI],
IIOAHSJIa TOJIOBY U BhHIIAIHUIA.

Bce ¢ u3ymieHneM yCcTaBUIUCH Ha Hee. ITHU cyioBa cTanu npusHanueM. Cy Kscunb u Cy KoxasHb He
MOTJIX IIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TO IIpaBfa.
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