JlessH YKaHb, IIOJIY4YHUB pa3pelneHne, BOIIeII B I/IMHepaTopCKI/Iﬁ KabuHeT, OITIYCTHJICA Ha KOJIEHU U
KOCHYIJICA T0JIOBOM IIOJIA.

— CBIH IPUBETCTBYET OTIa-KUMIIEpaTopa.
— Yxkaub npubsl. BcTanw, caguch, — CIIOKOMHO cKa3an JlesH UHb.

JlessH YzkaHb MOJHSJICS ¥ Hallell MecTo, 4ToOw cecTh. Ero B3rnap ynan Ha Cy FOHS, cupsiiero
HaAmpoTuB. TOT BHITTISAMIEN BIIOJIHE CIIOKOMHO, UTO yauBuio JlesH UYxana. OTel[ y3HaJl 0 TaKOM
Cepbe3HOM fiefie, HO He MPOSBU HU MaJleHIlnero raesa.

— YkaHb, 3a4eM THI mpuinen? EcTs mu y Te0s cpoyHoe meno? — JlessH UHb HaMepeHHO 3afal
Botpoc, Opocas B3rmsm Ha Cy KOHs, CJI0BHO HaMeKasi TOMY BHUMATEJbHO CHYIIATh, YTO CKaxkeT JIesH
U>KaHb.

B takoit cutyaiuu Cy KOHb, maxe eciu 051 X0Ten mogath JlessH UKaHIO 3HAK, YTOOH TOT He TIPOCHIT
3a pe3upenmuio Cy, He cMOT OBl 3TOT0 CHefaTh. B3risan umneparopa 65UT HACTONIBKO IPUCTANIBHEIM,
YTO OH HE MOT CHIeJIaTh HUYero.

Jlesn Yxaus ornudancs ot Jlesau Anixansg. C Jlegs AfiXaHeM OIOCTaTOYHO OBIIO OOHOTO B3TJIANA,
YTOOBI TOHSATH APYT ApPyra. OTo OBIIO He TONIbKO Or1arogaps UX B3aMMOIIOHMMAHUIO, HO U MYAPOCTH
JlessH AmixaHs.

Y Cy HOns u Jlesin YxkaHa He OBIJIO TaKOW CBsI3U, Aa u JlestH YxkaHb He oOnaman yMmoM JlesH AixaHs.
Boiifs B KOMHATY U YBULEB TaKyl0 CUTYalMI0, OH BCe ellle He IOHUMaJI, YTO MOXKHO CKa3aTh, a 4YTO
HEeT.

Korpga Jlesn MHb 3aman Bonpoc, JlessH YKaHb PEIInI, 4TO 3TO XOPOIllasd BO3MOXKHOCTD ITOIPOCUTH 3a
Cy, 4 IOCTIELIHO OIYCTUJICA Ha KOJIeHU:

— CBIH OCMeNMBaeTCs MMPOCUTD OTIa-MMIlIepaTopa MIPOCTUThL BUHY pe3upeHiuu Cy.

B yronkax ry6 Jless MHsa MenbKHYyTa JierKas ynbioka. Ero B3rmsn O mpukoBaH K Cy FOHIo, U TOT
YyBCTBOBaJI, KaK B I'Jla3ax UMIlepaTopa CMelllaJuch pa3Hble 3MOLKN: THEB, [0Cafa, IOHUMaHUe U
0EeCIIOMOIITHOCTb.

Cy HOHb mopmaBuI TPEBOTY B CEPJILIE, COXPAHSS BHEILTHEE CITOKOMCTBUE. OH He MPOU3HEC HU CIIOBA,
CJIOBHO HACJIEOHBIN IIPUHII TPOCKUII HE 3a Hero, ¥ BCe 3TO He UMeJI0 K HeMy HMKAKOI'0 OTHOILIEHMSI.

— [Touemy T8I pocuis 3a cemplo Cy? — crpocun Jlesn WHb, He MeHAs BhIpaXXeHUs JIUla, HO eTo
r1y0OKMe riia3a u3nydaad Pe3KUU CBeT.

— Benukuii HacTaBHUK Cy OBIIT yuuTeiieM CbiHa, OH MHOTOMY ME€HSI HAay4uIl. ChHIH yMOJIiieT
HMIIepaTOopa IIPOCTUTh CEMBIO Cy, — oTBeTun JlessH YKaHb, He HaX0OOd OPYTUuX IIPUYXH OJIA HpOCB6BI.

B3arnap Jlesin Mus nepeMectuncs c Jlesn Yxana Ha Cy FOHS, u ero ynbiOKa cTana IIpe.
— locnoguu Cy, Bupguins? f He omubcs, mpaBaa?
Cy HOHB BCTas U ONyCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHMU:

— Barrre BenuuecTBO MyIp ¥ MPO30PJIKB, BB IPEKPACHO ITOHKMaeTe Jo00poe cepiile HaclleqHOro
IIPUHIIA.



[Tpexne ueM JlesiH iHBb yCcIeNl CHOBa 3arOBOPUTH, B KaOKWHET BoIesl Mo 2K3Hb, TOKIOHUICS U
CcKas3al:

— Baiie BenugecTso, TpeTPIfI IIPUHI] IIPDOCUT aYIUEHIINH.

Ycnpimas 310, nuiio Jless UHs sBHO TOTeMHen0. Ero B3rJIsA, CIOBHO MBUIAIOLINAYM OTHEM, YCTPEMUIICS
Ha Cy FOHs, OyaTo Xkejas ckKedb ero OOoTIa.

Cy 10):1:) YyBCTBOBAJI THEB UMIIEPATOPA. On CMYTHO OOTaABIBAJICA, MU3-3a YE€T0 TOT 3NTUTCA, HO HE MOT
TOYHO IIOHATE IIPUYKNHY. Yro-TO YCKOJIb3aJIO OT HETO.

Cy FOHBb coxpaHSJ CIIOKOMCTBUE, €ro JIULO 0CTaBaloCh 6€CCTPACTHHIM.
JlessH VIHB TIOTEPSAII UHTEPEC K UT'Pe U, TIOBEPHYBIIKUCH K Mo 2K3HI0, cKa3ai:

— Ckaxu eMy, 4T0OH yiten. CKkaxu, 4TO 5 3aHAT U He MOTY ero IpuHATh. — OH MaxHyJ PyKOH,
otnnyckas Mo XKans.

JlesiH YKaHb, yCIHIIAB 3T0, BHYTPeHHe oOpanoBascs. Korma oH npuiliesl IPpOCUTh ayJUeHILIUH, OTell
IIPUHSAT €r0, a Teneps JlessH AlixaHb XOTeJl BCTPETUTHCS, HO OTel] OTKa3all.

MozxkeT OBITh, 9TO O3HAYAJIO, UTO B CEPIle OTIIa OH BCe elle BaixKHee TPeThero mpuHIa? Bemb Takoe
BasKHOE MeJ10, Kak ceMbsi Cy, U3BECTHO TOIBKO €My, HaCJIeQHOMY MPHUHILY.

Ho JlestH YzkaHb TyT XK€ OTBEPT 3Ty MBICIb. Befb 3T0 OH caM COOOIINII OTIy 0 pe3upeHuuu Cy,
II03TOMY OTel] II03BOJIUJI EMY OCTAThCS.

JlesiH YKaHb MTHOBEHHO IIOTEPSJT YBEPEHHOCTh. BCTIOMHUB 0 CBO€H IeIH, OH MOCIEIIHO BEPHYJICI K
peanbHOCTH U CHOBa IOCMOTpe Ha JlesaH UHs:

— YMonso oTHa-uMInepaTopa npocTuTh cemeio Cy.
Jlesin Unb He oTBeTuUn JlesH YxkaHio, a BMECTO 3TOro nocMotpesn Ha Cy FOHs:

— ¢ y3Ham 0 TOM, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT B pe3upgeHnuu Cy, IOTOMY YTO HACIIeIHBIN IPUHI] COOOIIUT MHE
00 3TOM.

Cy HOHb 3amyMasics, 4TO O3Ha4aeT 3TO 3asBJIEHUE UMIIepaTopa, Kak BAPYT yBUmel, 4yTo JlesaH YxkKaHb
C TpeBoroii 06epHYyJICS K HEMY. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH TaKXe SICHO yBUfel, Kak JlessH Hb BHUMaTENIbHO
HabmiomaeT 3a nmunoM JlesH YxkaHa, 3aMedasi KakOylo 3MOIMIO.

JlessH VIHE CJlerka yCMEeXHYJICS U IIPONOJIXKUIIL:
— locnogun Cy, pa3Be Tebe He HHTEPECHO, KaK HaCJIeHbIH IPUHIT Y3HaJT 06 3TOM?

— KT0 cKa3zasn, He BaxXHO. BaxHO TO, 4TO 3TO IIpaBha. [Ipomry Baire BenryecTBo HaKa3aTh BUHOBHBIX,
— BcTas Ha Koynenu Cy HO#Hb.

Jlessn YkaHb yKpaskoii B3rnsuyn Ha Cy FOHs psimoM ¢ coboi. YeM Gosblile OH BOJTHOBAJICS, TEM
MeHbIIIe IOHKUMaJI, YTO AeflaTh. XOTeNl CIPOCUTh, HO CII0BAa 3aCTPEBAJIX B FOpIIE.

Jlesin Unb, yBunes BelpaxeHue Cy FOHs, Ha MTHOBEeHUE 3aMep, HO 3aTeM I'POMKO pacCMesiyiCs,
CJIOBHO YBH[IENI UTO-TO OUYeHb 3a0aBHOe. CMesICSl OH [OJTO0, IPeXk/ie Y4eM OCTAaHOBUTHCS:



— T'ocniopus Cy, He ToponuTech. Eciiu BaM He MHTEPECHO, TO MHE HHTEepPecHO. 51 Bce ele
TI0O0IBITCTBYIO.

Cy FOHb He mOHUMAJI, YTO UMEHHO X04eT JlessH MHb, ¥ 3aMep B HeJOyMeHUU. XapaKTep UMIepaTopa
ObLT TPYOHOYIOBUMBIM. MHOTIa OH Ka3aJicsi HOOpPBIM, & UHOTTA — XOJIOIHBIM U CKPHITHEIM.
BpemeHnaMu OH Ka3asics 6JTMU3KUM, a BpeMeHaMU — HeJOCTYIIHEIM.

Ecnu 6b1 Ob171a BO3MOKHOCTE, Cy KOHB He mpoub OblT OBl ITOCTETIEHHO MOHSTD JlesH VHs, HO He
ceituac. Bnepenu moxop, pesumgennus Cy mormana B 0efy, a Terepb KMIIEPaTop MOgo3peBaeT
HacJIe[HOr 0 MPUHIIa B 3ar0BOpe ¢ HUM. Bce 3T0 mepernenocs B KiyOok, u3 Kotoporo Cy FOHb He Mor
HA!TH KOHIIA.

Jlessu Viub He oOpainan BHUMaHUS Ha oTHomeHue Cy FOHs, a mpocTo moBepHyIics K JlesH YxkaHio:
— YkaHb, pacCKaxH, Kak Thl y3HaJ 00 3TOM?

JlestH YzKaHb, YCIIHIIIIAB BOIIPOC, TIOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0sl B 3aTPYIHUTEILHOM IIOJI0OKEHUH. BugeThes ¢
IEBYLLKOM IIOCPENU HOYM — He caMasd IIpUsATHas UCTOpuUS Ijid paccka3a. K Tomy ke Cs0 YXKyTuH
HEOOHOKpATHO npocuna JlesH YxKaHa COXpaHUTL ee TallHy ¥ He TOBOPUTH, UTO OHA IIPOCHUJIA €ro
criactu pesugeniuio Cy.

JlestH YKaHb pa3MBIIINIAT, HO TaK U He OTBETHUIT Ha Bonpoc JlessH UHs. MMnepaTop HaCTOMYUBO K[asl
OTBETAQ, HO, He [OX[aBIINCh peaKlUy, BHE3aIHO Pa303/IMJICA U C TPOXOTOM IIOCTaBUJI YalllKy Ha CTOJL:

— Tl'oBopu! OTKypma TH y3Han 06 aToM?

JlesH YxaHb He MOHKMMAaJI, TIOYEeMy OTEI] TaK Pa303/IMICS, U OPOXKAJ OT CTpaxa, 3alMHAasCh:
— CBHIH... CBIH Y3HAI OT... OT...

JlessH UHb MpayHO YCMEXHYJICS, IPEPHIBas €ro:

— BuxXy, TH He XO4Yelllb Ha3BaTh 3TOT0 YejI0oBeKa. Torfa CKaXu, T0YeMy Thl TaK aKTUBHO CIIEIINTT
crnactu rocrnogusa Cy?

Cepaue Cy Ous ynamno. JlesH UHb edcTBUTENIbHO 00paTUi Ha 9To BHuMaHue. Ho Cy FOHb He
OXKHMaJ, YTO uMIepaTop 6obie 6€CIIOKOUTCS 0 TOM, YTO HACJIeMHBIN IIPUHI] ToMoraeT ceMmbe Cy,
YyeM 0 TOM, 4YTO Ta 3aBjiafesia UMIepaTOpCKUMU aapamu. [louemy?

— CHIH... CHIH... — JlessH YXKaHb 60pMOTaJ'I, HO TaK U HEe CMOT BBITOBOPHUTE HHU OJHOT'O CBSA3HOTI'O
IIpenaozKeHus’.

— 3Haellb U ThI, II04YeMy s He [103BOJIXJI XaH!o BouTu? — JlesH VHb cmoTper Ha JlesH YxkaHa C
XOJIOOHBIM B3TJIAIOM, OCTPHIM, KaK JIe3BHE.

JlesstH YkaHb cusibHO oKayas rososod. Cy HOHb, ycrbia uMs JlesH AlixaHsi, I04yBCTBOBAI
Hanpskenre. OH ToToB OB Ha BCe, JIUIL Oh He HaBpeouTh JIesiH AXaHIo.

Cy HOHb He 3HaJ, U3MEHUT JIU er0 epepoxXaeHue uctoputo. Ecnu B 9ToM XKU3HU U3-3a HEro JlesH
AtixaHb He CMOXKeT B30iTH Ha TpoH, Cy FOHL He CMOXKeT IPOCTUTH Ce0sl.

— XaHb, HECOMHEHHO, y3HaJ 0 feiie ceMbu Cy ¥ IPHIIENT Ciofia, YTOOB IIPOCUTH 3a HUX, KaK U
HaCJIeOHbIN NIPUHII, — MedjIeHHo mpou3Hec JlessH UHb, rnans Ha JlesH YxkaHa.



JlesitH YKaHb, CNyIIas CJI0Ba OTIa, BCe OOMbIe 3anmyThIBaiCS. TPeTUl MPUHI] MOT IIPOCUTD, IT0YEMY
OH, HaCJIeOHHIM MIPUHLI, HE MOXKET?

JlesH VHb JaBHO MOHSAJ MBICTH JIesgH YxKaHa U XOJIOOHO YCMEXHYJICH:

— 4 He mo3BonMA XaHIO BOWTH, IIOTOMY YTO HE XOTEJI CJIBIIATh er0 IPOChOLL. 4 caM pas3bepych C
3TUM, HO ¥ He Oy[y BUHUTHL XaHS, Bedb OH B IIOC/IeqHee BpeMs cOnmu3uics ¢ pesupgeniuent Cy. s
€ro XapakTepa IIPOCUTh 3a HUX ecTecTBeHHO. OH Takou yenoBeK. Ho HacnegHbIM IPUHILL...

Jlestn YzkaHb IOHSII, YTO CJI0OBA OTILIA O3HAYAJIX: OH HE TOT, KTO CTAHET IIPOCUTH 3a OPyrux. JlesH
YkaHb He YyBCTBOBaJI ceOst 0O6uxkeHHBIM. Ecniu Ol OH He Hyxkpmajcs B momorru Cy KOHs mms cBoux
TIJITAaHOB, OH OBl TOYHO He CTaJl TPOCUTH 3a pe3upeniuio Cy.
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