Cy IOHb KUBHYI:
— 4, koHeuHO, He 3a0yay JoOPOTY TPEThET0 IPUHIIA.

Ha ero miekax mossBUncCs TIETKUM PyMdaHEN, U OH IIOCIIEIHO OTBEPHYJICA, HEBOJIbBHO BCIIOMHHB CBOH
OTHOIeHud ¢ JlesH AlixaHeM u JaXXe UX MHTUMHBIE MOMEHTHI.

BcomHuB, kKak JlesH AlixaHb IpUKaJl ero B KapeTe U CTpacTHO nouenosas, Cy KOHb mOYyBCTBOBAI,
KaK ero cepple cHoBa 3abumnoch OvicTpee. YTo celiuac menaet JlesiH AlixaHb? EMy Tak X0Tenoch
YBULETH ero!

— FOup, FOHb... — Cy Xopma mo3BaJ ero HECKOJIBKO pa3, MpexXfe YeM TOT OYHYJICS.
Cy IOaHbTaH C TpeBOr'0M CIIPOCHUII:
— HOHE, T 0 YEM-TO OECIIOKOUIILCA?

— A? — Cy KOnb 6521 crierka pactepsin. — HeT, TpoCcTo 4yBCTBYIO YCTAJIOCTh. B mocnenHue gHU g He
MOT HOPMAaJIbHO OTOOXHYTb.

Hous cryctunacs. UMneparop He gan Cy KOHI0 paspelieHus MOKUHYTh ABOpell, 1 Mo 2KaHb OoJbIie
He npuxonun. Cy FOH1o HeKyma OBIJI0O UATH, TO3TOMY OH ocTascs B UepTore LI3uHKaH, YTOOH ITOCIAThH
BMeCTe C AeQyIIKON U OTI[OM.

B TIIepBEI€ MUHYTHI II0CJI€ TOT'O, KaK OH JIET, OH MOYTH Cpa3y 3aCHYIJI, BeOb B IIOCIIeOHEe NHU OH HEe MOT
HOPMAJIbHO OTOOXHYTh. Ho TocCpenyu HO4YM OH BHE3aITHO IIPOCHYTICA.

On OyMaJl O TPETheEM IIPUHIIEe, U II0YEMY-TO €My Ka3aJIOCh, YTO 3Td CUTyallusd HE PA3PEIIUTCA TaK
IIpOCTO. Bo3MmoxHOCTH BCTPETUTHCA C TPETHUM IIPHUHIEM B 6YJIYI_T_IGM MOTYT CTaTb PEOKNMHA.

STa MbIC/Th OBIJTa HEMHOTO CTpaHHOU. Eciy uMIiepaTop OeiCTBUTENIbHO COOMpaeTCs 3aXBaTUTh TOPO,
3TO He UMeeT K HeMy oTHoIeHus, Ho Cy KOHb moyeMy-To 4yBCTBOBaj 6€CIIOKONCTBO. ITO CMyTHOE
IIPeYyBCTBUE OBLIO HEMPUSATHBIM.

MenieHHO MOJHSBIIMCH C TIOCTENIH, OH MocTapasncs He pa30ymuts Cy KOaubTana u Cy Xoma, omencst u
BBIIIIEJT U3 TJIABHOTO 3aJia B 60KOBYIO KOMHATY. OH ITOJOMIEN K OKHY, YTOORI TIPOBEPUTH, IIe
HAXO[ISITCS OXPAaHHUKH.

OH OBICTPO OCMOTPEJICS, TUXO OTKPHITT OKHO M OeCIIyMHO BHICKOJIB3HYIT HapyxKy. OXpaHHUKH Y BXO#a
BCE TaK JXe CTOSIJIA Y CTEeHHI, CJIeTKa OPeMIIS.

Cy IOHB o6omén 3agHull JBOP U, UCIOJIL3YS CBOE UCKYCCTBO JIETKOCTH, Ilepesie3 Yepe3 CTeHy
Yeprora I[3uHKaH 1 Hanpasuicsa K Yeprory XaHcsH. EMy HyxHO Ob10 yBULeTh JlesiH AlixaHs, 3TO
OBLJIO eT0 eUHCTBEHHOE XKeJlaHue.

B Yeprore XaHcsH JlesiH AixaHb eii€ He cnan. OH CUeN 3a CTOJIOM B CBOMX ITOKOSIX, YMTas KHUTY.
CBeT maMnbl Mepiiaa Ha CTpaHUIax, HO ero MBICIU Obtn 3aHgTe Cy FOHEM.

[Touemy oTen o cux nop He ornyckaeT Cy FOHs u ero cembro? HeyxKenu OH He BEPUT €r0 CJI0BaM U
X04eT CHayaJsla BCé NmpoBepuTh? Uiu oH cobupaeTcs octaButh Cy KOHS mpu mBope B Ka4ecTBe
YUHOBHUKA?

C aTuMy MBIC/ISIMU OH B3[OXHYJ, M KHUTA B €r0 PyKax CJlerkKa OporHyna. BHe3anmHo 0H Pe3Ko
IIOBEPHYJICS ¥ OPOCUIICS K ODHOMY MECTY, CXBaTUB CKPHIBAIOIIYIOCS UTypy.



Cy IOnb ucnyrarics, ero cepiile 3aK0JI0TUIIOCh. YBU[IEB, UTO 3TO JIesiH AfixaHb, OH 00JIETUYEHHO
B3[OXHYJI, HO ITpexXJe YeM OH YCIIes YTO-TO CKa3aTh, ero yxkKe KPemnkKo 00HSIIIH.

Cy IO#ns, crnymiast poBHOe cepauebuenne JlesiH AlixaHs, IOYYBCTBOBAI eIrlé 0oJblliee BOTHEHUE:

— Baine BBICOYECTEO...

— TrI Kak 3mech oKa3zancsa? — JlesH AlixaHb 3afiajl BOIIPOC, XOTS U TakK 3Hal OTBET.

— Cockyumicd mo BameMy BeicouecTBy, — Cy KOHb OTBETHJI IPSIMO ¥ HEMHOT'0O HEYKITIOXKE.

9Ta HCKPEHHOCTD 3acTaBuiia JlessH AlixaHs ellé Kpemde 00HSTh ero. OHU HOJT0 CTOSIIN B TUIIMHE.
FO Cui, ycribimiaB IIyM, IOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO HeJIaJHOE U BOILEJ, TUXO CIIPOCHUB:

— Baiire BBICOY€CTBO, BaM 4YTO-TO HYXKHO?

Jlesin Avixans oTTonKHyN Cy FOHSA 3a IMpMYy ¥ OTBETUIL:

— Bceé B nopsimke. o oThpixaTh, TeOe He HYKHO 30€Ch OCTABaThCH.

O Cui 6e3 KonmebaHuii MOKJTOHUIICS U BHIIIE].

Jlessu Anixanb u Cy FOub, ycnbimas, Kak FO Chl yXOOUT, YIBIOHYIUCH APYT OPYTY, U B CIIeOYIOIINAN
MOMEHT WX T'yOBl CIIUIIACH B CTPacTHOM notuienye. Pyku Cy FOHs 00BUINCEH BOKPYT e JlesH AnxaHs,
Y UX CTPAcTh OBICTPO pa3ropenach.

Yepes HEKOTOpOE BpeMs JlesH AlixaHb He cMor Gonblile caepxkuBaThes. OH nopxaTui Cy FOHS Ha
PyKu U moHEC ero K KpoBatu. Cepaue Cy FOHs cHOBa 3aKOJIOTHIIOCH, €T0 TeJlo HarpeBasnoch. OH O
B3BOJIHOBaH, HO He UCIyTaH, faXke C JIETKUM YyBCTBOM OXKHUOAHUS.

B nmokosx Hanmoxuuus [y Jlesu MHL cupen Ha KylieTKe, a HajloxXHULa [y moYyTUTENpHO ITofana eMy
yau. [IlepBoHavanbHOE YAUBIIEHUE OT BU3UTa MMIIepaTOpa MCY€e3710, OCTaBUB NUIIL pafocTh. OHa
HUKAaK He 0XHufajla, YTO UMIIEPaTop MOSIBUTCA TaK BHE3AIIHO.

JlestH VIHDb B3J1 YallIKy ¥ CHeJial HeOOJIBbIION ITTOTOK:
— HanoxHuna, yeM THl 3aHUMAaJIach?

— Baiiie Bemn4ecTBO, I Kak pa3 gyMalia O BaC, ¥ BOT BHI ITIOABUJIMCE, — CKa3adJla HAJTOZKHHUIIA H_[y, U eé
T'JIa3a CHOBa HAIIOJTHUJIUCH CII€3aMHU.

Jlesu ViHb 3acMesiics, B3SJI €€ 3a PYKy U yCamuil PsAmoM ¢ co0oii. Ero pyka HEBOIBHO MOTIakKKUBaja
€€ TOHKOE 3allgCThe.

Hanoxuuua Iy, cmyménHas, npuxanack K Jless Muo0. OH ocMOoTpeT Ha He€, a 3aTeM Ha e€
TyaJIeTHEIM CTOJIUK:

— IaBaii 51 mpuyernny Te0s1, mroOuMas.

Hanoxuuna Iy Oriyia mopaxeHa. MMmepaTop X0Tes npudecaTh e€? 3To OBIJI0 HEBEPOSTHO OIM3KO.
Ona GBICTPO KMBHYJIA:

— Cry1ratoch, Ballle BeTUYeCTBO. Biaromapio Bac.



Jlesu ViHb ynBIOHYJICS, BCTa U TIOOBETI €€ K TyalleTHOMY CTONNKy. OH Hadasl pacuEchiBaTh €€
BOJIOCHL, @ €T0 B3TJISI yIal Ha e€ IIKaTY/IKY A7 YKpalleHu .

Hanoxwuwuta Illy ¢ ynei6Koi CMOTpesia Ha CBOE OTpaXKeHue B 3epKase. He MHOTHE HaTOXKHUIIE!
YOOCTAaUBAJIUCh TAKOTO BHUMAHUS CO CTOPOHHI uMmepaTopa. OHa YyBCTBOBajIa BCE GOIBIIE PATOCTH.

I[Tocne HEKOTOpPOTO BpeMeHu JlessH MiHB TIOI0XKMIT PACYECKY U 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS IIKATYJIKOH Ha
ctone. OH B35JI €€ B PyKH, BHUMATEJIbHO paCCMaTPUBAas:

— OTta IMKaTyJIKa JOBOJIBHO HeOoOBIYHa.

Hanoxuuua Iy Oriyia BHYYKOM MOKOWHOTO cTaporo KaHiyiepa. Korga-to Jlesa ViHb BHIOpan e€ ans
IBOpIa U3 YBaXKEHUS K CTApPOMY KaHIJIEPY, a TakXKe K3-3a €€ IPUSATHOIO0 roJioca.

JlesiH ViHb mlepecTan yoendaTh el BHUMaHUe He II0CjIe CMepTH CTaporo KaHIepa, a IpoCcTo I0TOMY,
YTO €€ TEeCHU IepecTany ObITh UHTEPECHEIMU. B TO BpeMsi cTaphlit KaHLIED ObIT eII1€ KUB.

Y craporo kaHIjiepa He OBIJI0 CHIHOBEH, TOJIBKO OfHA N0Yb, MaTh HamoXKHUIIE [Ily, KOTOpas BBIIIIA
3aMyX 3a Ye3THOT0 HadanabHUKA. [T0aToOMy HamoxHuuia Iy He Morjia pacCYUTHIBATE Ha MOAIEPKKY
MaTepH, HO el yoamoch OLICTPO MOMHSTHCS [0 MOI0XKEHUS HAJIOKHUIIBI ¥ IepPXKaThCs B BOPIIE
CaMOCTOSITEIIBHO.

HwmenHo ato cmymano Jless UHsa. Cyns no TekylieMy [1on0xkeHuto HanoxHunw Ly, oHa He Moria
MMeTh CBSI3eU C IIpaBuTeieM ropoga LI3uo03. OHa NpoCTo HEe MOTJia IPEAJIOKUTh €My HUYEro
IIEHHOT 0.

Ho Cy FOHb OBINT TakK yBEPEH, UTO, NOIKHO OBITh, 3HAJ YTO-TO. JlesH VIHb Bepuil ero cjaoBawm,
HE3aBHCHMO OT TOT'0, MOT JIM OH IIOCTUTaTh HebeCHEIe TalHH U NpeficKa3kiBaTh Oyayiiee. Ero ym u
TaJIaHT OBUIM OYEBUIHEI.

— [la, aTa mKaTy/Ka — MOE npupgaHoe. Eé MHe mopmapuia 6abyiika, ¥ 9T0 Toxke OBIJIO e€ MpHUOaHbIM,
— C TOPOOCTBIO CKa3asa HanoxHuia [y, HexXHo MoraaxuBas IParoleHHOCTH Ha ITKaTYJIKe, KakK
OynTo 3T0 GBI €€ ONU3KHe.

JlestH IHb 3agyMuYMBO KUBHYJI, OTKPHLUI MaJIeHbKYIO0 3aCTEXKKY Ha IITKATYIKe U COBUHYJT KPBILIKY
BBEpX. BHYTpU CBepKayio MHOXKECTBO YKpaIleHHUH.

Ero B3rmsam cpa3y MpUBIEK 0COOBIH OpacieT gparoleHHOM Hal0XHUIEL. [[paroneHHOCTH Ha HEM
OTJIMYAJIUCh I[BETOM U KauecTBOM, HO ecnu Ob1 Cy FOHB He yrmoMsHy1 06 3ToM OpacreTe, oH Obl He
o0paTuI Ha Hero BHUMAHMUS.

Kak ummneparop, JlesiH FIHb BUie]1 MHOXKECTBO [PAroIlleHHOCTeH, ¥ OHU He UMEJIH IJIs Hero 0co0oro
3HaueHud. [I71g HEro BaxHee Oblu Takue monau, Kak Cy HOHB.

OH B3s171 OpacyeT, CBePKAaBIIHUI B CBETE JIAMITH, ¥ C JTFOOOIIBITCTBOM CITPOCHII:
— IJT0T GpacieT ToxKe TBOE MpUOaHOe?

Hanoxnwuna Iy cimerka 3amsinach, HO OBICTPO YIBIOHYIIACh:

— [la, ma, 9T0 MOE ImpUIaHoe.

I'nasa Jlesin Mus notemHenu. Hamoxuuna Iy sisBHO nrana. E€ HeyBepeHHBII B3TTIAA U
3aMUHAIONIUICS TOH TOBOPUIN O TOM, YTO OHa 0OOMaHbIBalIa.



JlesiH MiHb ogepakan O6paciieT B pyKax, a 3aTeM II0JIOXKUJI ero o0paTHO B MKaTyIKy. Hanoxuurna Iy
npPUOIN3UIACh K HEMY:

— Baimre Benu4yecTBo, yxKe n030HO0. [103BO/IbTE MHE ITIOMOYb BaM OTHOXHYTh.
— Ax, rnsigs Ha Tebs, S BCTIOMHUI CTaporo KaHIylepa, — C TPyCThIo ckalas JlesH VHb.
Ycneimas 310, HasoxHuna Iy Toxke norpycraena:

— Ienymka oyeHb mobun MeHs. [Toce ero yxoa s moTepsia ellé ogHoro 6JIM3K0ro YejaoBeka.
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