— He To 4TOOHI 5T XOTEN HOCTABINSTh BaM HEYNOOCTBA, TOCIOAKWH, HO, 00I0Ch, BH HE 3HAETE, YTO
COBCEM He[IaBHO B IIOKOSTX HACTIETHOTO IIPUHIA MPOU30IIIa CyMaToXa, ¥ CTPaXKy Havyalu 0OLICKUBATD
nBopet. JTo ObII0 cenaHo 1o npukaly E€ BenuuecTBa uMmnepartpuiibl. Celiuac oHa yxKe yiia, Ho Eé
BBICOYECTBO HaloxKHUIa CSIH 0CTajach U, BEPOSITHO, ceyac yKMHAeT BMeCTe C HaclIeqHBIM
npuHIileM. Eciu Bb cefiyac OTIIPaBUTECH K HEMY...

— Xopotio, s moHsN, — npepsan ero Cy FOHb, yneiOHYyBLIIMCE. — 4 yKe yX0xXKYy, criacu0o 3a COBeT.
Ox noxknonwusnca Ky JIuHy, ¥ TOT OTBETUII TEM XKe.

Cy HOHb momxkeH OBUI IOKUHYTH ABOPEI 0 YKadaHHOMY Ky JInHOM MapmipyTy, HO, 6ecrokosick o Cy
HOanrTtane u Cy Xofa, OH BCE XKe U3MEHUJI HallpaB/leHNe U HalpaBuics K Yeprtory L[3uHKaH, roe OHU
HAXOOUINChH.

VimmepaTpuila, He JOOUBIIKCH yCcIIeXa B IOKOsX JIesiHa AMiXaHs U Jaxe MOABEPIIINCh HaCMeIlKaM C
€r0 CTOPOHHI, UCITEITHIBaIa CUIIbHOE HEMOBOILCTBO. BCcrioMHUB cimoBa JlesiHa AixaHS 0 TOM, YTO TOT
IEeMOH BCTyIajl B KOHTAKT C HaCJIeOHBIM IIPUHIIEM, OHA PelIusa AeliCTBOBaTh.

ViMmepaTpulla MpHOTKPhIIa 3aHaBECKY TajlaHKKWHA, ¥ [J[yHCSH TYT e Imofola Onuxe:
— Baime BenmuuecTBo, Kakve O6yoyT pacmopsixKeHUs?

— Hamnpasngutech BO ABOPEL HACIETHOTO IPUHIIA.

— Cnyuacs.

[IyHCSH TyT XKe Iepefasa IpUKa3 HOCUJIbIIUKAM:

— HampaBngiTech BO ABOPEL HACIeIHOTO MIPUHIIA.

JlestH UKaHb ToxKe OBIT B ITJIOXOM HAaCTPOEHUU U pa3fpazkEHHO MeTasiCs II0 CBOMM ITOKosIM. Ero oTeri,
uMIepaTop, Bri3Ban Cy FOHS Ha aygueHINIo, HO He CcOoOIIuI eMy 06 9TOM, 3aT0 I103BOJIUT JIeaHy
AVXaHI0 BOUTH B IIOKOM BMECTE C HUM.

YcnrimaB maryu Bxopsmiero, JlesH YxkaHb pa3o3nuics ee 6onbiie. OH MIBHIPHYJ KHUTY CO CTOJIA U
KPUKHYIL:

— Pa3Be s He IIPUKa3aJjl BCeM ynaHI/ITBCH?

— Pa3Be maxe s He MOTy BoMTH, YKaHb? — XOJIOAHO CIIPOCHUJIa UMIIepaTpulia, a 3aTeM IIpuKa3aia
cnyram. — Bce, BuiiuTe.

JlestH YKaHb, YBUIEB UMIIEPATPHUILY, TIOCTIEIIU IIOTHATHCS ¥ IIOKJIOHUIICS:
— CBIH IPUBETCTBYET MaTYIIKY.

— Bcranb. Yto 3mech mpoucxogut? — MMiepaTpuila yka3asia Ha OeCriopsiioK B MOKOSX, I'Tie TIOBCIOMY
BaJISIIUCEh Pa30pOCaHHbIE BEIIH.

JlestH YkKaHb CMYIIEHHO YIIBIOHYIICS:

— Huuero ocobennoro, martyika. Eciu Obl BBl 3apaHee COOOILIUIN 0 CBOEM BU3UTE, s OBl caM MPUIIETT
K BaM. [loxanyicTa, CaguTecs.



OH nmomor uMIepaTpHUIle CECTb 3a CTOJI, a CaM YCTPOUJICS Ha IIepPeBEPHYTOM TabypeTe.
WMnepatpulia B3H0OXHYyIa:

— Ecnu GBI He BaxKHOe [ef1o0, 51 ObI He MPUIIIa CI0ga TaK CIIEeITHO.

JlesH YKaHb HaCTOPOXKUJIICSA U BBIIPSIMUIICH:

— YT0 cny4unocs?

— YkaHb, g X049y, YTOOBI THl OTBETHUJI MHE YE€CTHO ¥ HUYEro He CKphIBajl. — MiMIepaTpuila cepre3H0
IIOCMOTPeJIa Ha HeTo.

Jlesn YxkaHb TIOYYyBCTBOBAJI HAllPAXKEHUE. I/IMHepanI/IHa HHUKOI'la PaHbIlIEe HE T'OBOPHJIa C HUM TaK
CTpoOro. OH MaIMHaIbHO KUBHYII:

— Marymuika, 6ygbTe CIIOKOMHBI, CHIH He CTaHeT Bac 00MaHKIBATb.
HWMnepatpulia KuBHyIa:

— Xopormo. YxkaHb, CKaXkXy MHE, THl 3HaKOM CO CTapLIXM BHYKOM Benukoro HactaBHuka Cy, Cy
Ourem?

JlesH YxkaHb BHYTPEHHE YONBUJICA, HO BHEIIHE OCTAJICA CIIOKOMHBIM:
— Henw3s cka3aTh, 4TO 3HAKOM, IIPOCTO BHUIEII €T0.

— Korpma ThI ero Bugen? Kak Tel MOT ero BUAEeTh? Thl 3Haellb, YTo JIessH AlixaHb IIPEOCTaBUI €T0
MMIIepaTopy, YTBepxkKaas, YTO TOT yMeeT Npeficka3kBaTh Oyayllee? — MMnepaTpuiia TOPOIMUIIACEH C
BOIIPOCAMHU.

— JlesitH A¥ixaHb mpepcTaBun? ITo npaBma? — JlestH YxkaHb OB MopaxkeH. — OH OelCTBUTEILHO
CTIBIINAT, YTO uMIepaTop Bei3Ban Cy FOHS, HO, HACKOIBKO €My ObIJI0 U3BECTHO, 3TO He OBITIO0 CBSI3aHO
c JlessHoM AiixaneM. Heyxkenu ero uadopmanus Obiyia HeBepHa?

HWMnepaTtpulia IpUIypUIace:
— 3HAYUT, TH JeUCTBUTEIHHO 3Haelb 00 9ToM. TH ClIbIIIa, 4To uMepaTop Bhi3Bajl Cy FOHS?
JlessH YKaHb KUBHYII:

— Cnriman. YeCTHO TOBOPSI, XOTS OTeI] XOTeJI COXPaHUTh 3TO B TallHe, B IBOPIlE yKe MHOTHE 00 9TOM
3HaloT. Ho s cibliann, 4To 9To OBIT He TPETHUM MPUHII, KTO MPEeNCTaBUII €T0.

— Torma KTo, 110 TBOMM CBE[IEHUSAM, IIPEICTABUII €r0? — IMOCIEIIHO CIIPOCHIa UMIIEPATPHUIIA.
JlessH YzxaHb ITOKavasl I'0JIOBOM:

— ITOTO 5 MeNCTBUTENIBHO He 3HAI0. [0BOPAT, YTO 3TO OBIT BHICOKOTIOCTABIIEHHBIN YNHOBHUK. MIHaue
oTel] He TTOBepHUJI OBl ero cjioBaM U He Bbi3Ban 6b1 Cy FOHS.

— Heyxenu 3To mericTBuTenbHO He JlessH Anixanbs? Ho s cnviinana, 9yTo oH npuBéen Cy FOHS K
MMIIEPaTopy.



Ycnias 370, Jlegss Yxkaub 3akonebasicd:

— Marymika, g Toxe cnbiian, 4To JlesH Anixanb u Cy KOHb BMeCTe BUEIUCh C OTLOM. Temneps 5 u
caM He yBepeH. HeyXenu 3T0 feVCTBUTEJIBHO OH IIPEeLCTaBUll ero? Eciu 3To Tak, TO 3TO MOXKeT CTaTh
npo6nemori! Begs Cy FOHb neiicTBUTENBbHO 061agaeT ClIoCOOHOCTSIMY, U €C/IU OTel] HaYHET ero
IIEHUTh, TO OH, BEPOSITHO, 3aX04eT 0TO/Maromaputh JlesHa AixaHs 3a ero IOKPOBUTENLCTBO. Torga
OymeT TPyOHO IlepeMaHUTh ero Ha Hallly CTOPOHY!

HMnepaTpulia MUPOKO pacKphlila I'/1a3a U cxBaTtuia JlesHa YxkaHa 3a pyky:
— YkaHb, YTO TH TOBOPUIL? TH C yMa COIIEN?

JlesH YxKaHb pacTepsiics:

— YTo cny4yunocs, MaTyIka?

— 9toT Cy FOHL — IeMOH, a Thl X0Yelllb ero epeMaHuTh? ITo Ke caMoybuiicTBo! — MMmnepaTpulia
BCKOUMJIa HAa HOTH ¥ Hadajla HEPBHO XO[UTH 110 KOMHATE, BpeMs OT BpeMeHU Opocas B3TJIIAH Ha
Jlesina YkaHa ¥ yKa3blBas Ha HEr0, HO He HaXOMs CJIOB.

JlestH UkaHb He 3HAJ, CMESAThCS eMy WU ITakaTb. OH BCTal U C YIBIOKOM CKa3ai:

— Marymuika, yCIoko#Tech, JaBaiiTe 00CyOuM BCE CIIOKOWHO. BO3MOXKHO, 30€Ch KaKOEe-TO
HeJopa3yMeHue.

Cy HOHb cHOBa nopomen K Yeprory Li3unkaH. BHyTpu mo-mpexkHeMy ObIIO TUXO0, KaK U JHEM.
CHapyXu CTOSIIU ABO€ CTPAKHUKOB, UTO 03HAYAJIO, UTO €T0 Aef U OTell, BePOSITHO, B 0€30IaCHOCTH.

EMy 04YeHb XOTEJIOCh BOMTH M CHOBA YBUIOETH UX, HO cerygac COOGH_IBHI/IG 0 TOM, YTO UMIIEPATOpP
IIOpy4uJI eMy, TOJIBKO JIO6aBI/IT UM JIMIIHUX 3a00T.

Cy HOub momyMan u, mepenprrHyB uepe3 cTeny Yeprora I[3unkaH, 6ecirymHo npubnusuincs. OH He
cobuparcst 3aX0OUTh BHYTPb, a JIUIIb XOTEeJI IPOBEPUTh, HACKOJIKO XOPOIIIO OH OBJIafie]l UCKYCCTBOM
JIETKOCTY ¥ 3aMETST JIU eT0 CTPaXkKHU.

[IBoe CTpaXHUKOB He 3aMETHUIM HUYETo II0N03PUTEILHOT0, CTOSIIN HenoaBuKHO. Cy FOHb o0orén
3[aHMe CHAPYXKU, 3arjITHy/ B OKHO, YTOOBI YOEOUTLCS, YTO €T0 e[ U OTell B IOPSKe, U 3aTeM
OTIIPABUJICA B 3alaHHOM HallpaBJIeHUHU.

Bo mBopiie HacnegHoro npuHiia JlesiH YkKaHb, BRICTYIIaB CJI0Ba UMIIEPATPUIIL], C COMHEHUEM
IIOCMOTPEI Ha Hee:

— Mary1ka, 3T0 He MOXeT OBITh ITpaBmoi. Heyxkenu qeiiCTBUTENBHO CYIIIECTBYET ONEPKHUMOCTD
IeMoHaMu?

— KoneuHo, cymecTtByeT. JIydilie IOBEPUTh, YEM IIOTOM COXKaJjieThb. ECJIM MBI IeMCTBUTENIBHO CTaHEM
JKepTBaMu JIeMOHa, TO IJlakaThk OymeT mo3gHo. — MMmepaTpulia roBopuia ¢ yBepeHHOCTHIO.

BbpoBu JlesHa YxkaHa HaxXMypPHUIuCh. XOTS OH BCE €IIl€ He MOT IIOBEPUTH CII0BaM UMIIePaTPUIIL], B HUX
OBlna ompemenéHHas JIOTHKA.

— Marymika, KTo BaM cKa3as, 4yTo Cy KOHb ofepKuM geMOHOM?

HwMnepaTpulia 3aMelkanach:



— JT0... { obemrana He PaCKPLIBATh HCTOYHUK.

— Martyiuka, KTo s {15 Bac? Bl MoKeTe MHe pacCKa3aTh, 1 HIKOMY He mepenaM. Pa3Be BH MHE HE
noBepsieTe? — JlessH YKaHb TOBOPHUII C JIETKOM JIECTHIO.

WmnepaTpuila HEMHOTO TIOAyMaJsia ¥ COTJIaCHUIIACh:
— JlagHo, g pacckaxy. Ho T goskeH moobeIiaTh, YTO HUIKOMY He CKaXKelllb.

— [NToHuMato, MaTyIKa, 6ybTe CIIOKOMHEL. ¢ TOIBKO AyMalo, Kak peuuTh 3Ty npobnemy. — JlesH
Y>KaHb OTBETHII.

— 9T0 MHe coolbmuia oKpyxkHas npuHiiecca Lisgo 2Kans. OHa 3HaeT Cy KOHg nydiie Hac, Tak 4To €€
CJI0Ba TOYHO BEPHHL.

— OkpyxHas npuniecca Lsto0 2Kanv? Bel uMeeTe B BUny XKeHy MuHucTpa Cy? — crnpocuin Jless
YxaHsb.

— UmeHHO eé!
JlestH YKaHb IPUITYPHUIICS, 3ayMUYUBO TIISIs BOAb.

Y Yeprora Li3uHkaH, mocye Toro kKak Cy FOHB ymi€n, u3 TeHu BHICKOJIb3HYTa ¢urypa. Bckope 3a Cy
FOneMm mocnmemoBamu HeCKOIbKO MacTepoB. Cy KOHbL IOYyBCTBOBAJ HeJTafHOE U YCKOPHUIICS, OBICTPO
yIOanssch.

OH pa3MHIIIAIN, KTO MOT CJIeqOBaTh 3a HUM: JIIOJHM HaCHemHOro npuHna? Jlroogu uMnepaTpuns? My,
MOXKeT OBITh, CaM UMIIepaTop, He [I0Bepss eMy, OTIIPABUII CIIEKKY?

C aTuMHU MEICTISIMHE OH H00OpasIcs [0 3alagHBIX BOPOT ABOpIa. JIFomu, KOTOPEIe CIeI0BaIM 3a HUM,
BHe3amnHo ucyesnu. Cy FOHb 3aMe[Iu 1Iar, MoX0Au/ BOKPYT, HO 60bIlle HUKOTO He 3aMeTHI.

HeMmHoro cnycTs, He xkejas 60ybllle 3a0epKUBaThCS, OH PEIIUTEIHHO CIIPHITHYJ C IBOPI[OBOM CTEHHI
Y CBEPHYJ B IIEpeyJOoK, KOTOPHIM yKa3an eMy Ky JIua. TaM, BeposTHO, ero xkfaj KTO-TO I BCTPEYH.
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