MMnepaTpulia paccMesiyiach:

— Bo {BOpIIE XOOST CAyXH, YTO UMIIEPATOP HAIIEN PEOYAKUIIero TajlaHTa, ¥ TOBOPSIT, YTO 3TOT
yesioBeK 06amaeT CII0COOHOCTHIO MPO3peBaTh HeOecHEIe TalHBI U MPefCKa3kiBaTh Oyayiee. He
IpaBfa JI1, 9TO YAUBUTENbHO? [lony4yaeTcsi, OH MOXKET IIPeficKa3aTh U Hallly cynboy!

YcnbimaB, 94To peyb umeT He o JlesHe AdixaHe, HaymoxHuUIa CSTH HEMHOTO YCIIOKOHIACh, ¥ €€ TPeBora
cyierka ociabna.

— Heyxenu B Mupe [AeWCTBUTENbHO CYIIECTBYIOT Takue moau? Ecnu 3T0 nmpaBpaa, TO UMIIEPATOP
HAIIE HACTOSIIYIO XKeMYYyXKUHY, — YIRIOHYIach HanoxHuIa CsSH, OTHOBPEMEHHO PA3MEIIIIISIS O TOM,
3ayeM MMIIepaTpHlla pacCKa3kBaeT e BCE 9TO, €CIIM [EeJI0 He KacaeTcs JlessHa AlixaHa.

HWMnepaTtpulia TSXKeN0 B3AOXHYa:

— AX, cecTpa, Tl JeHMCTBATENIHHO BEPUIIb, UYTO TaKKe JIFOAN MOTYT CYIIeCTBOBAThH?

OHa mpou3HeCIa 3T0, IPHUCTANTbHO TJIAAS Ha HaMoXKHUIY CSIH CBOMMU TEMHBIMU T'Jla3aMH.
Hanoxnuna CaH HEMHOTO pacTepsijiach OT TaKOr0 BOIIPOCa, HO, TIOAyMaB, OTBETHUIA:

— 4 nmuYHO He BCTpeyYasia TaKuX JIIofiel, HO B MUPe MHOXKECTBO YIUBUTEJILHEIX INYHOCTEH, KTO
3HAET, MOXKET, OHU HENUCTBUTENTBHO CYIECTBYIOT?

— ToI CTMIIIKOM HaWBHA, CecTpa. MiMIepaTop CIMIIKOM XKaxXKAeT HallTh TaJaHTH, TI09TOMY U TIOBEPUIT
J9TOH! JIKHU.

— Jloxb? THI X0Uelllb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TOT YeJI0BeK — MOIIEHHUK? — HaJjlioKHuIla CSH UCIyranack u
TIOCTIEIITHO CITPOCHJIA.

— Tl 3HaeIIb, KTO 3TOT YEJI0BEK? — C YILIOKOM, IIOJIHOM HaMEKOB, CIIPOCHJIa UMIIEpATPHUIIA.
Hanoxuuiia CsiH MOYYBCTBOBAJIa HeJlagHOe M IIoKaydajia roJIoBOM.

— CecTpa, THI, HOXKHO OBITH, 3HaeIb Bemukoro HacTaBHUKA Cy. Y HETro eCTh CTapIIuil BHYK I10
uMenu Cy FOHB, THI 0 HEM CIIBIIIIANIa? — UMIIEpaTPUIla B3sla Yai, mogaHHbM JIuxya, U chaenana
HeOOJIBIIION TTIOTOK.

Ycneimas uMmsa Benukoro HactaBHUKa Cy, HajmoxkHULA CSH BHYTPEHHE BCTPEBOXKUIIACh. Benp paHee
JlesiH AlixaHb HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Xuil B pe3upgeruuu Cy. Eciu TaM 4TO-TO CIIy4UIIOCh, 3TO MOXKET
3apeTh u JlesgHa.

— [Ila, s 4TO-TO CcnbIiIana. [0BOpAT, ¥ 9TOro pebeHKa C poKAeHUs ObIJTM HEKOTOPhle HeJJOCTATKH, —
CIIOKOMHO OTBeTH/Ia HanoxHuia CsH.

— [Ila, c poxkaeHHs OH OBUI IypayKoM, TOBOPSAT, aXKe TOBOPUTH TOJIKOM He MoT! — ¢
npeHeOpexkeHWeM CKa3ajla UMIepaTpulla, 3aTeM Opocuia B3I/ Ha HalnoXHULY CSH U MMOBEICKTIA
rosioc. — Ho 3Haems 4T0? ['0BOPST, OH BAPYT CTal YMHBIM, [la eIllé u 00pPes CriocoOHOCTh TPO3pPeBaTh
HeOeCHBIe TallHEI ¥ TTpeiCKa3kBaTh Oyayllee. IMeHHO 3TOr0 fypaykKa UMIIepaTop Ipu3Bajl Kak
BEJINKOTO TaJlaHTa.

Hanoxuwuna CsH IMKUPOKO PacKphlia I'la3a, CUIbHO YOWBUBINKCE. MIepaTpuila, Habmonas 3a eé
peaknuel, ybeguaach, UTO Ta JeWCTBUTENIbHO He 3Hana 00 3TOM.



— Heyxenu 370 nipaBpa? — HanmoxkHuLa CsH Obla B 1oKe. — ...BApyr uameHusncsa? 3to
IEeNCTBUTEIBLHO CTPAHHO. MOXKeT, eTo BBIJIEUNT KaKOM-TO Bpay?

WmnepaTpuila TPOMKO paccMesiiach ¥ MaxXHyJa pyKOii:

— CeCTpa, THI CJIMIIIKOM HauBHAa. Eciu Obl Bpa4dHu MOTJIK TakK JIETKO €r0 BBIJIEYNUTH, Pa3BE€ OH
ocTaBasCs Ok OyPa4dKOM CTOJIBKO jeT? FOBOpﬂT, 9TO OJINIIOCH Ooree OEeCsTH JIET.

— Torma... 4To XKe HpOI/I3OI.HJ'I0? OH melCTBUTEIBLHO BEISOOPOBEN U MOZXKET IIPECKa3bkIBATh 6y;1y1uee?
— CIIPOCHJIa HaJIOXKHHUIIA Csan.

— AX, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. B MHpe, HaBepPHOE, HET TaKUX monen, a YK TOYHO HE€ 3TOT AYyPAYO0K, —
CKa3adJla UMIIePaTpPHulia, COeJiaB OO0JIBITION TJIOTOK 4ad, da 3aTeM, IIOCTaBUB YAllIKy, 2KECTOM
IpennozxKuia HaJIOZKHHUIE Csan YOaJIuTh BCEX CIIYT.

Hanoxuwuna CsH Besnena JIuxya BEHIBECTH BCEX CIYXKAHOK, ¥, KOTHa OHU YIUIH, UMIIepaTpulla CHOBa
obOpaTuiach K Hel:

— CecTpa, TH OEHCTBUTEILHO HEe 3HAeIb 00 9TOM?

— O yém? O ToM, UTO THI TOJTBKO YTO paccKa3aja Ipo BHyKa Benukoro HactaBHUKa Cy? —
HajioXkHULa CAH ¢ HeOyMeHueM CIIPOCHUIIA.

— Jla! UmenHO 006 9TOM. TH OEUCTBUTEILHO He 3HAEIb, YTO 3TO TPETUM KHA3b JIesiH AixaHb
IIPeCTaBHUI 9TOT0 JypaykKa UMIIePaTopy, YTBepKaasi, YTO OH 06j1aJjaeT BeIMKKUM TaJlaHTOM, ¥ XOTeI,
yTOOBI UMIIEPATOP OCTABUII €T0 IIPH ABOpE?

— Yro!

Hanoxnuiia CsH BCKOYHMIa C MecTa. iMIiepaTpuila cxBaTuia e€ 3a PyKy:
— AxX, cecTpa, CyOs IO TBOEMY BHUAY, THl HEWCTBUTEILHO HE 3Hasa!
Hanoxuuna CsH 3aKuBasa:

— 4 meiicTBUTENBHO He 3Hana 00 aToMm! XaHb HUKOTTIa He yIIoMUHaN 00 3ToM. Heyxkenu y Toro
pebEHKa MeNCTBUTENIBHO HET TaKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH?

Ecmu y Cy FOHs HeT Takux criocoOHOCTeH, a JIesiH AlixaHb IIPEJCTaBUI ero UMIIEPATOPY, KMIIePaTop
HeIlpeMeHHO pa3rHeBaeTcd Ha JlesHa. Ho 0oHa, Kak MaTh, JIy4llle BCEX 3HAET CBOEr0 CHHA. JledaH
AiixaHb He U3 TeX, KTO JeUCTBYEeT UMIYJIbCUBHO. [loueMy OH BAPYT cHaesan Takoe?

— EcTb 11 y 9TOTO Aypayka Takue CIOCOOHOCTH, IIOKA CKa3aTh HeJlb3sl, 9TO €L HYKHO TPOBEPHUTE.
Ho ¢axT B TOM, 4TO OH 60JIbIlIE HE IYPAuy0K, — TAMHCTBEHHO CKa3ajla UMIIepaTpHIia.

— YTO B 3TOM CTpaHHOFO? BbISI[OpOBeTL — 9TO HE TaK yXK HEOOBIYHO.

— BrI3mopoBeTh, KOHEYHO, He cTpaHHO. CTpaHHO TO, YTO OH BHI3OPOBe 6e3 iedeHus. 4 crbliana,
YTO OH Ha CaMOM JeJIe. ..

ViMmepaTpulla moMaHuia HanoxHuLy CsH, Ta TpubIU3uiack, ¥ UMIepaTpulla IpollenTasa el Ha
yX0 HECKOJIbKO cJioB. HanoxHuuia CsH Gbly1a HACTOIBKO MIOKUPOBAHA, YTO €€ TeJI0 3a/ip0XKarlo.

— 41 paccka3riBaio Tebe 3TO pafu TBOero Xke Oyara. Thl HUYEro He 3Haelllb, U €CIU B OymyLieM



UMIIepPaTop y3HaeT 06 3TOM, TOCIeACTBHS OyayT y2KacHHIMHU. Tebe mydlne 3apaHee MOATOTOBUTHCS, —
XOJIOOHO CKa3aJla UMIIepaTPHIIa.

YV mokoeB HacyiemgHOTOo NMprHIA B YepTore XaHbCSIH UMIIEPATPHUIA U HamoxkHKUIA CSIH CO CBUTOH
TIOCTIeInHO momota. OXpaHHUKY Y BXOHa CKa3ajId, YTO CHavasla HyKHO JOJIOXKHUTh TPETheMy KHS3IO0,
HO MMIIepaTpPUIla C HACMEIIKOH 3aMeTHIa:

— CecTpa, TpeTuii KHI3b IEMCTBUTENILHO BaXkHas nepcoHa! [Jaxe ero MaTh JOJIXKHA XKAATh
pas3pelnieHus BOUTH?

Cka3zas 9T0, UMIIepaTpulla C Ipe3peHreM OTTONIKHYIa OXPaHHUKOB U HACUJIBHO BOIIIa B YepTor
XanbcsH. Hanoxuuna CsH, He uMes BLIOOPa, IocemoBaia 3a Hell. OOIYHO, KOrma HamoxHuIa CaH
IIPUXOMNIIa, €€ He HYKHO OBITI0 JOKJIaablBaTh, HO OXPAaHHUKY, YBUOEB UMIIEPATPHULLY, PEIIUIIN
IIOCTYIIUTh UMEHHO TaK.

Cnyru Bo IBOpe, YBUIEB UMIIEPATPUILY, ITOCIENIHO MOKIOHUIKACh. OfUH U3 HUX, 3aMETUB €€
n3pasekKa, MOCIelnsI B TOKOM, YTOOk JOJT0KHUTh JlesHy AiixaHIo.

Jlesin Anixanb TonbKO 4TO IpoBomua Cy FOus u Ky JIuHS, U, yCrblaB, 4TO €70 MaTh U UMIlepaTpUlia
IIPUIIN BMeCTe, OH OBUI KpaliHe ynuBEH. He ycnen oH nogymath 00 3TOM, KaK CHapykKu
MIOCTIBIIIANUCH 1Iaru. JIesH AliXaHb BBILIE] HaBCTPedy U ITOKIOHUIICS:

— CHIH IOYTUTEJIBHO IIPUBETCTBYET Eé BennuecTBo UMIIEPATPULY XU MATYIIKY.

Hanoxuuiia CsiH, He BUAeBINas CbIHa HECKOJIBKO [IHEH, TIOCIIEeIIHO Mofolia K JlesHy AiixaHio 1
TIOMOTJIa eMYy TOTHSAThCS:

— XaHb, He HYKHO [IEPEMOHUN.
VimmepaTpuiia yibOHyIack:
— Tpetuii KHS3b, KaK ITOKHUBAEIIL B IIOCIIETHEE BpeM?

— Brnaropgaps Bamemy 61arocioBeHuio, s B mopsigke. [Ipory mpouieHus 3a To, YTO He BCTpeTus Bac
IOOJIKHBEIM 00pa3oM, — BeXKJIHBO OTBeTus JlesH AWXaHb.

HWMnepaTpulla MaxHyJla PyKOU ¥, He OXUAASACh IIPUTJIallleHNs, HallpaBUlach B IIOKOU. 3a HeH,
KpoMe JINYHOM CITy>KaHKHU [[YHCSH, CJIeJoBajIi YeThIPe OXpPaHHKKA, KOTOPBIX OHA IpUBesa ¢ CoO0M.

JlestH AvixaHb B3TJISIHYJI Ha YETHIPEX OXPAHHUKOB, ¥ €T'0 TEMHBIE T'JIa3a CBEPKHYJIU XOJIOTHBIM
0JIeCKOM.

Hanoxnuna CsH TOMBKO ceryac 3aMeTHIa, YTO UMIepaTpHrIia IpHuBesa ¢ coboi oxpaHHHKOB. Korma
OHM ILIJIU CIOfla, OHA UX He BHUJeJia, U TEIeph 3TO €€ CUITbHO YOUBHUJIO.

— XaHb... — ¢ 6eCIOKONCTBOM IIpolenTana HanoxHauia CsH.
JlessH AiixaHb MSTKO YIBIOHYJICSI U TUXO YCIIOKOUII €€:
— Maryika, BC€ B IOPSATKE.

Ho BrIpaxkeHue nulla HamoxXHUIE CSTH 0CTaBajoCh KpaHe HANPSIXKEHHBIM. JIesiH AfixaHb 3aMEeTHII,
YTO B IOCJIeTHee BpeMsi MaTh Oblyta 60jiee TPeBOXKHOM, ueM 00LIYHO. BeposiTHO, MMIIepaTpHIla CHOBA
npuayMaa croco0 mocaguTh UM. JlesH AWXaHb B3I JPOXKAIIYI0 MaTh IO PYKY X BMECTe C Hel



BOIIEJT B IIOKOM.

O Cel moman uMm 4ail. B3rnsamg uMmepaTpULibl CKOMb3WI 10 ITOKOSIM, CIIOBHO OHAa KOT'0-TO HCKara.
JlessH AlixaHb CIIOKOMHO YIBIOHYICS:

— Eé BenmuecTBo, Cyns 1o BCeMy, IIPHUIIIA C ONPefeIEHHON 1eNIbl0. M0XKeT, CKaxeTe MPsIMO?
ViMmepaTpuila MpavyHo yIEIOHYIACh:

— TpeTI/Iﬁ KHS3b, 4 YK€ 3HAIO O TBOEM fene. THI, HaBepHOE, N0 CUX II0P IIPAYEIlb TOTO YeJIOBEKa B
CBOHUX IIOKOAX. BYHB OCTOPOZKEH, 3TO MOZXKET IIPUBECTHU K OOJIBIIHM HEIIPpUATHOCTAM.

JlessH AiixaHb C HeJOyMeHHEeM IIOCMOTPENT Ha HaJloxKHULYy CsH:
— Maryika, 1 He TOHMMalo, 0 4eéM roBopuT E€ BenuuecTso.

Hanoxuunua CsiH cTana emie 0oyiee HePBHOM, e€ rojyioc cran TuxuM. OHa cierka notsinyna JlesHa
AiixaHa 3a pyKaB:

— Eé BenuuecTBo uMeeT B Bumy rocrnoguHa Cy.
— l'ocnogura Cy? Kakoro rocrnopgusa Cy? — HapO4YUTO HeoHUMaRoIe cinpocui JlesH AlxaHb.

— Tpetuii KHSI3b, He IPUTBOPSICS TJIYIEIM. JTO JIe/Io KacaeTcs oOMaHa nuMIiepaTtopa. Thl CMeelb
IIPUTBOPSITBECS, YTO HUYETO He IMPou3011io? He GOUIILCS TUITUTLCS TOMOBH? [[aiKe eCu Thl KHSI3b,
3aKOH eIVH AJIsT BCeX, 0COOEHHO KOTla peub UAET 00 oOMaHe UMIIepaTopa, — XOJIOOHO CKa3ana
UMIIePaTPHUIIA, €€ T1a3a CBePKaJIU JeqsSHEIM 0IeCKOM, CJIOBHO OHAa rOTOBa Obla B 1I000M MOMEHT
JAIINTE JlessHa AVixaHa XKUA3HU.

JlestH AixaHb TPOMKO paccMesijics, TJISAs Ha pa3rHeBaHHYIO KMIEPATPHILY:
— Brnarogapio Eé BenuuecTBo 3a 3a00Ty, HO BCE, 0 4éM Bl TOBOpUTE, HE UMEET KO MHE OTHOIIEHHUS.

Bo3MmoxHO, Bl ommbaeTecs.
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