Cy IOHB emé pa3 mocMoTpen Ha JlesiHa MHs, HO B UTOTe IPOTJIOTHUII CJIOBA, KOTOPHIE XOTEJT CKa3aTh, U
TIOMHSITICS, cleys 3a JlesHoM AitxaHeM. HM3-3a JOITOTO CTOSTHUS Ha KOJIEHSX Y HETO CJIerka
TIOJKAIIKMBAIMCh HOTH, ¥ OH 3aMe[IJIuJI Iar.

Korpma oHu BBIIIK K3 TJIaBHOTO 3ajia MOK0eB, JlesH Aiixanb noBepHyscs K Cy KOHIo, MpOTSAHY PYKY U
noppepxarn ero. Cy KOHb B3APOTHYJ, OTJIAAENICS 10 CTOPOHAM U CKa3all:

— He-He HYXHO.

JlesiH AfixaHb He 00paTHII BHUMAaHMS, @ IPOCTO OOHSJ €ro, HO BMECTO TOT'0 YTOORI BECTH HaJIbIlle,
Pa3BEPHYJICS ¥ BEPHYJICS K BHEIIHEH CTOPOHE TJIAaBHOTO 3aJIa.

Cy HOns mopa3unu nenctBus JlesiHa AiixaHs, HO OH HE OCMEJIMJICS 3aflaBaTh BOIIPOCH, IOHUMAsI, YTO
MaJIeUIIni IIyM MOXKeT IPUBECTU K 00HapyKEHHUIO U, KaK CJIeNCTBUE, K CMEPTEIbHOM OMacHOCTH.

Jlessn ArixaHb Kpenko mpuxkan Cy KOus k cebe, ¥ OHM MPUXKATUCh K OKHY KOPUAOPA Y TJIaBHOTO 3ajia
noKoeB. JlesH AlixaHb 3aMep, IIPUCIIYILIUBAsACh K 3ByKaM BHYTPU.

BCKOpe IIOCJIBIMIAJINCh IIaT'v, U IIE€PBEIM 3ar'OBOPUII Mo ZK5Hb:
— Baire BenugecTso, HaCHeJIHBIfI IIPUHII ITPOCUT ayOIUEHIINH.

— XM, IyCTh BOUTET, — efBa yclel npousHectu JlesH Wub, kak JlesH Yxkanb yxKe Bomes. OH OBICTPO
IIOJI0ILIEJI, OIIYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHU U IOKJIOHUJICS:

— CBIH IPUBETCTBYET OTI[a-UMIlepaTopa.
JlessH ViHB yIIBIOHYTICS:
— Yxans, Tel npumen. Becrasai. Kakoe meno? Buxy, TH IOCHIEINI.

JlessH YKaHb OOHSII TOJIOBY, YKPaAKOU OTJISIAeliCs, HO He YBULEJI TOro, KOro oxupnain. Panee oH
nony4un coobuienue, yto Cy FOHB npuiienn K ©UMIiepaTopy, ¥ IIOTOMY ITOCIIEIX ciofa. Temneps, He
obnapyxuB Cy FOHS, 0H BAPYT 0CO3HAJ, YTO HE MOATOTOBUJI IPUYUHY CBOET'O BU3UTA.

— O, HU4ero cepre3HOTr0. [TPOCTO 5 TOBKO YTO HEM IIOCTIaJl, YBUMEI OTIla BO CHE, IOTOMY 3acKydall
W PeIus HaBeCTUTh Bac, — JlessH YkKaHb CyX0 pacCMesIIcs.

JlesH VUHB XOJIOIHO YCMEXHYJICA — ABHO HE Be€PA €ro CII0OBaM, HO IIPOU3HEC:

— YXaHb, TBOSI CHIHOBHSISI TIOYTHUTENILHOCTh TPOTAET MeHs. $1 CIIBIIIa, YTO 300POBLE TBOEH MaTEpH B
nocyiefiHee BpeMs IOIIaTHYI0Ch. Tebe CTOUT moyYallle HaBeulaTh e€.

— Jla, CBIH NTOBUHYETCs, — OTBeTuUs JlesiH YKaHb, IPOAOJIKaAsA YKPagKOU OTJIIAbIBaTh KOMHATY, BCE
elle He Bepd, 4yTo Cy IOH yuIen.

— YxkaHnb, y Tebd elre ecTh mena? Tl KOro-To uilenrs? — JlesH MHL HaXMypuUcs.
JlessH YXaHb ITOKJIOHUJICS:

— Her, Huuero, npocto... — OH 3aMsICs, He 3Hasi, CTOUT JIU TOBOPUTh, HO eMy IeUCTBUTEJIbHO
XoTesioch y3Hath 0 Cy HOHe.

— IIpocto uyT0?



— TIpoCTO CHIH CHBIIIAN, YTO OTEI-KMIIepaTOP BbI3Bajl BO ABOPEI] TaJlaHTIUBOTO YeJIOBEKa, U g, Kak
YeJI0BeK, [[eHAINHA TAJIaHThl, TOXKE X0TeJl Obl C HUM HO3HAKOMUTLCS, — HAaKOHEeI BEmaaul JIedd
YUxkaHb.

Jless 'HE TPOMKO paccMessica:

— YkaHb, OCBEJOMJIEHHOCTh B TBOEH Pe3UAEHLINY HaCIeOHOTO IIPUHIIA Ha BEICOTE.
JlessH YXKaHb MOKpaCHEJI, 3allUHAsACh:

— 3JT0... HY...

— YKaHb, YTO THI CIIBIIIAI O TAJIAHT/IMBOM YeJIOBEKEe, KOTOPHIY MPHIleN B MOou MoKou? — JlesH MHb
ynbIOacsi, ero TOH CTajl MATde.

JlessH YkaHb, BUOS, UTO THEB UMIIEPATOPA YTUX, YCIIOKOUJICS U CKa3as:

— {1 He MHOTO CJIBILIaJ, TOJIBKO TO, YTO 3TO, KaXKeTCs, CTapliny BHYK Benukoro HactaBHuKa Cy, Cy
FOns, 1 yTo OH 0ONagaeT mapoM Ipo3peBaTh HeOECHbIe TAHBI ¥ IPefCcKa3biBaTh OyayIiee. 4 Toxe
CTIBIIIIAJI O HEM, HO paHbllle TOBOPUJIM, YTO OH OBIJT C;Tab0yMHBEIM, IOTOMY, YCJIBIIIIAB O HEM, MHE CTaJio
MIO0OTIBITHO, U 8 nputiien1, — JlessH YKaHb BHTIISIOEN ClIerKa CMYIIeHHBIM.

Jlessn UHb KUBHYI:
— Bepno. Yxkans, TH Bugen rocrnoauHa Cy?

JlessH YkaHb, BUMOS, UTO UMIIePAaTOP HE PaCCEPAUIICS, YCIIOKOUIICS, HO, BCIOMHUB, YTO OH XOTEJ
BcTpeTuThcs ¢ Cy KOHeM, 4ToOH TPOTUBOAENCTBOBATE JIesiHy AliXaHIo, TIOCIIEIIHO IT0KadaJsl I'0JI0BOM:

— He Bupermn.

Jlesin Aiixanb yBen Cy FOHs, He mocnyiuas gasnbiie. OHU MOI4Ya IIOKUMHYJIA [IOKOU UMIIepaTopa, U
JuuIb BeIMASA u3 aBopua LgubxyH, Cy FOHb HaKOHEI] 3aTOBOPUII:

— OKa3BIBaeTCs, 9TO He HACeOHBIN IIPUHI] paccKasal UMIIepaTopy 0 MOEM [ape IPo3peBaTh
HebecHEBIe TalHEI.

JlesiH AlixaHb KUBHYII:

— IIa, 51 TOKe myMaJl, 94TO 3TO OH. MbI Torfa o0CyKmaiu IIpaBuUTes ropoaa L3103 B 4aliHOM, U
HACJeIHBIN IPUHI] cequn 3a HaMu. Eciu Ov1 9T0 OBIT 0H, 3T0 OBIIIO OBI JIOTHYHO. HO ecu 3TO He OH,
TO 9TO yXKe IpobieMa.

Cy HOHb TOpBKO YCMEXHYJIICA:
— 9t0 He mpobneMa. [Ipobiema B TOM, 4TO OyIeT yepe3 TPHU HHS.

Jlessn Avixans cxBatuil Cy FOHA 3a pyKy ¥ moTtawius B cBou nokKou. Cy KOHB, MOHUMAas ero
HaCTpPOEeHUe, He COIIPOTUBIIAJICA U MOJIYa CJIeOoBall 3a HUM.

Onu BepHYJNIUCEH B ITOKOU JlessHa AlixaHs, 3aKpLUIM BCe OBepU U OKHa. JlesH Auxanb ycapgun Cy IOHs B
KDPECJI0, a caM IIpUCelI Tepe HUM Ha KOPTOUKHU U CIIPOCHUIL:

— Hackonbko TH yBepeH? To, 4TO THI CKa3asl 0TIy, OBIJIO TPaBOon?



— DTO0 BCEro HIIb JOTagKy, IIOTOMY S He YBepeH, — IToKadaJ ronosou Cy FOHb.

JlestH AiixaHb IPUCTANIBHO TOCMOTpET B rta3a Cy FOHSI, CJIOBHO MPOBEPSIST €70 CJTOBA, 3aTEM BCTAJl U
HavaJl XOOUThb 110 KoMHaTe. HakoHell ol BepHyics K Cy FOHIO u cka3an:

— Torpga uTo TH nyaHupyews? Kak g mory Tebe momMoyb?

Cy IOnB CHOBa nIOKa4as rojioBOM U B3JOXHY/I. YeCTHO TOBOPS, OH JAEMCTBUTEIHHO HE 3HAJI, YTO
menaTth, ¥ He 3HaJI, KaKyIo ITOMOIIL MOXKET MpefTokKuTh JlegH Alixanb. K TOMy XKe 0H He X0Tel
BTSTHBATh JlesiHa AiixaHs B 3TO fies0. Bemb TpeTudt mpuHI B OyAyIEM CTAaHET UMIIEPATOPOM, 110
KpaliHel Mepe, Tak OblJI0 B IPOLITION KU3HHU.

Cy HOHB MOHS, YTO [TOCJIE CBOETO MTEPEePOKAEHUS MHOTHE COOBITUS U3MEHUIIUCDH, U €T0 yYacCTHE B
HUX TOXKEe OTJIMYaeTCs OT MpouuIoro. Temepb OH OKa3asCsl BTIHYT B ABOPIIOBble UHTPUTH, U €T0
OTHOIIEHUS C TPETHUM IIPUHIIEM CTAJIA TAKMMHU, KaKe OHU €CTh ceiyac. MOXKET I OH U3MEHHUTH
cymp0y, KoTopas Oblyia yroToBaHa JlesHy AlixaHio?

— O uéM TH Kauaelrs rojoBou! Tl UTO, COTIACUIICS C OTIIOM, He HMesI HUKaKoro mnaHa? Twl He
nyMaelb o0 ctapmux Cy? — JlegH AlixaHb XOJIOGHO IIPOLIUIIEN], er0 CIIOKOWCTBUE UCYE3TIO.

— MMeHHO TOTOMY, YTO X04y UX CIACTH, MHe IIPUIIIOCH COTTIACUTHCS C UMIIEPaToOpoM. Pa3Be Ball
BOIIPOC He KaXeTcs BaM cMelHbBM? — Cy FOHb ycMexHycs.

Jlesin Anixanb cxBatun Cy FOHSI 3a BOPOTHUK U CTPACTHO IolenoBan. Eile Korga oH BUAEN, KakK TOT
CIIOKOMHO TOBOPUJI C UMIIEPaTOPOM, OH XOTEN CAenaTh 3TO.

Cuauana Cy IOHB OT HEOXKUIaHHOCTH IIMPOKO PacllaXHyJI rj1a3a, Ho 3aTeM 00Hs JlesHa AlixaHs 3a
I1€10, 3aKPHLJI I'J1a3a U CTajl HacjaaXKaaThCs IOIeTyeM.

Cy HOanstan u Cy Xopa, niocne toro Kak Cy FOHb yien, octaBanuch B TpeBore. OQHaKO HUKTO
Oonbie He OECIIOKOUT UX, ¥ UX HUKy/a He YBelIu. 9TO MOTJI0 03Ha4yaTh, uTo Cy FOHb B 6€30I1aCHOCTH.

Cy Xopa B3moxHyn U mocMoTpen Ha Cy FOaHbTaHa, KOTOPHIM CUEN B KPeciie C 3aKPHITHIMU I'Jla3aMu:
— Orew, a Kaxk B gyMaete, FOHb...
Cy FOaHbTaH MeqjIeHHO OTKPHIJ I1a3a:

— C IOHeM Bce Oynet B nopspake. TpeTuit npuHIl 3aUTUT ero, ¥ FOHb oueHs yMeH. OH HakfeT
c11oco6 BBIMTH U3 3TOU CUTYyallUHU.

Cy Xopa cTucHyn 3y0bl, HIUEro He CKa3as, HO SPOCTHO KUBHYIL

B 9TOT MOMEHT pa3pmancs CTYK B ABeph. OXpaHHUKY, IPEKIe YeM BONTH, BeXKJIUBO ITOCTyYaJlH,
BEPOSITHO, 10 IIPUKA3y UMIIEPATOpa.

[Tocne HECKONMBKUX CTYKOB B KOMHATY BOIIEJI OXPAaHHUK, 3@ HUM CJIel0BaJl €eBHYX. EBHYX IIOKJIOHUJICS
nByM crapmuMm Cy:

— 9ToT pab mpusetcTByeT rocmop Cy.
Cy Xoma KUBHYII:

— Kro THI? UTO TEbe HYyKHO?



— l'ocniopa Cy, aToT pab mocnal TpeThuM npuHIileM. ['ocnogun Cy FOHBL mpocun mepenaTsh Bam
cooO01eHue.

Cy KOanbTan u Cy Xofla IOCIIENIHO MTOAOUIIY OIuXKe:
— Yro cka3zan FOuw? 'oBopu GrIcTpee!

— Tl'ocnopa, rocogu Cy FOHB cKa3aj, 4TOOB B OCTaBaMCh 30€Ch U OTABIXaNU. Yepe3 Tpu OHS OH
IPHUIET 32 BaMu, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS B pe3uneHIuio Cy, — eBHYX IOKIOHUICS U HoOaBUII:

— 9T0T pab nepepnan coobiienue. [Ipoiry npolneHus, S yHansiioch.

BeTep MOHSIICS, TUCThS B Cafly 3allleJIeCTeINH, a IIOPLIBH YIAPSIXA B OKHA, CJIOBHO YbE-TO TPEBOKHOE
cepniie.

Cy FOHb HakoHel ocBoGomuics oT 00bsATUil JIesiHa AlixaHs, UX CTPACTHBIM molenyi 3akoHuuncs. C
TeX 0P, KaK OHU BIIEPBbIE COMU3UKUCH, UX OTHOIIEHUS BHIIIN U3-TI00 KOHTPOJIS.

— 4d... 4, noxanyii, nouny, — omnyctui ronoBy Cy FOHb, ero mEKH BCE ellé nbinanud. OH He TOHUMAT,
KaK MX OTHOIIeHus ¢ JlesHoM AiixaHeM pPa3BUJIKACH OO TaKOT0 YPOoBHS. Eciu mogyMmaTs, 3TO OBIIO
II0X03K€e Ha COH.
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