— Orery, Bu mytute. I'ocmogua Cy IPOCTO PEOKO BHIXOOUT U3 PE3UAEeHIMH. ['0BOPST, U3-3a C1aboro
3[OPOBBST OH IIOCTOSTHHO HAaXOOUTCS IOMa Ha iedyeHun, — JIessH AfixaHb chesast rJI0TOK Yas U
IIPOM3HEC CIIOKOMHO.

— AX, BOT Kak. A Temneph 3M0POBhe rocrnoauHa Cy yAydIIHuIoCh? — C 0TeYEeCKOM 3a60TOM CIIPOCHUIT
JlesiH UHb.

— Barirre BenmnuecTBo, MOE 30OPOBbE CEAYAC B TIOPSIOKE.

— OTO XOpPOII0. 3T0POBbe KpaliHe BaxKHO. be3 300poBbsa HUYETO He caenaelb! — JlessH VHb, TOBOPS
3TO, B3SIJT YaIlIKy 4Yas co cTosa. OH MPOBEN KPHIIIKOM 110 Kpalo Yalllku, oOpamasich K JlessH AixaHIo:

— XaHb, TH epenan rocuoauHy Cy Mou cioBa?
— [la, g yXe nepenasn, — oTBeTus JlessH AixaHb, T0BepHYBIIUCE K Cy FOHIO 1 KUBHYB eMy.

Cy HOus, Bupgs, uto JlessH iHb He XOOUT BOKPYT Ha OKOJIO, BCTAJI, OIIYCTHUJICSI Ha KOJIEHU U T'ITy00KO
IIOKJIOHHUJICS:

— IIpoury Baure BenruecTBo m03BOIUTE MOEMY [efy U OTLY BEPHYTHCS OMOU. Mosl MaTh 1
OKpY2KHas MPUHIIeCCa 0YEHb 110 HUM CKy4arloT.

Jlesn Vub B3rnsanyn Ha Cy FOHS, mocTaBuil 4Yallky Ha CTOM U CKa3all:
— IlogHMMUCH U TOBOPH.
Cy FOHb Me[iyieHHO TIOMHSIICS, HO He cell 06paTHO.

— Pa3 TH yKe 3Haelb, 3a4eM s Te0s 103BaJl, 3HAYUT, Tl TOTOB OCTAThCS IIPU MHE. B TakoM ciy4ae
s, KOHEYHO e, TI03BOJII0 IBYM rocrnonaM Cy BEPHYThCS JOMOM U OTHOXHYTh, — JIesiH MHb yIRIOHYICS
MATKO.

Cy FOHB CHOBa OIyCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU U IIOKJIOHUJICS:

— 4 xouy, 4To6HI Bailie BenuecTBO BHIC/TYIIIAIM MOU CJIOBA.

JlessH IHb HaxMypus OpoBH:

— ['oBopu.

JlessH AlixaHb CMOTpPeJI Ha HaXMypeHHOe JIULO OTLa, ¥ ero Cepple CXKaloch OT TPEBOTH.

— 4 camiman oT TPEThEro IIPHHIIA, YTO KTO-TO PEKOMEHO0OBAJI MEHSA KaK 4YEJIOBEKa, CII0COOHOT0
IIPpO3pEBATH HeOeCHBIE TaWHBI U IIpeaCKa3bIBaATh GYJIYH.IGG. A B cmaTenuu. 4 Bcerma OBIT TJIYIIBIM U
CJ'Ia6BIM, IIOCTOSAHHO HaXOOHUJICA OOMa, YTOOBI IIOIIPABUTEL 3JOPOBLE. IHaxe OOBIYHEINM YEJIOBEK
IIPEBOCXOOUT MEH/, HE T'OBOPA y2K€ O TAaKKX TaJlaHTaX. HOSTOMy...

Cy IOHbB He ycIen 3aKOHYUTH, Kak JlegsH VIHb ¢ MpadyHEIM JIUIIOM IIpepBa ero:
— Trl X04els cKa3aTh, YTO BCE 3TO CIIyXu?
Cy HOHbB ¢ cusnol ygapui rojioBoi 06 mom:

— IIpoury Baire BenrdecTBo pa3oOpaThcs.



JIuo JlesHa WH4 cTamo Mpa4HBIM, HO TOH €TI0 I'0JI0Ca OCTaBaJICA CIIOKOMHBIM:

— 4 caplmman, 94To TH OBIIT TIIyIIIIOM, HO CETrOgHA S BUXKY, 9YTO 3TO HE Tak. Bot 310 1 ecTh CIIyXH.
Bupgumo, CIIyXHU ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO MOTYT OBITH JIOXKHBIMH.

— Bbrnaropapo Bame BenudecTso 3a noHuManue, — Cy KOHb CHOBa MOKJIOHUJICS.

— Y MeHs ecThb elé oguH Bompoc. ['0BOPST, YTO KOTHa IMPaBUTENb ropoaa L[3ui0a mporar, Th
IIpefcKasal, YTo OH BEPHETCS Yyepe3 ABa OHA. ITo mpaBfaa? — JlessH MHb C YXMBIJIKOM CIIPOCHUIL.

JlestH AiixaHb BHYTPEHHE COIPOTHYJICS, HO BHEIITHE COXPAHSI CIIOKoUCTBHEe. OH 3HAJI, YTO 9TO GBI UX
YaCTHRIM pPa3roBOp, ¥ OH HUKOMY 00 9TOM He paccka3skiBai. Cy FOHB ToxKe He cTas 6Bl pa3rialiaTh
3T0. HOo MMmeparop yze 3Haj 00 3TOM.

Cy KOnb He B3TJIAHYII Ha JlessHa AlixaHs, IOHKMAas, YTO 9TO He ero meso. HoBocTu siBHO ITPOCOYUIINCH
OT TéeX, KTO 3a HUMHU CJIeJU]JI.

[Tocne kopotkou may3sl Cy FOHB CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUII:
— Baitmre BenuuecTBo, 51 IeHCTBUTENBHO 3TO TOBOPHIL.

— Xopomo! [Tpusnanue — 310 xopoio, — Jless UHp, ycapimas ciaoBa Cy KOHsI, HEMHOTO OKUBHUJICS,
U ero rojnoc noBeicusncs. — Korga mpaBuTens ropofa L[3uios mpomnarn, Bce rafanu, He cAenal JIk OH
YTO-TO IIPOTUB HAIIET0 TocyaapcTBa LIsiHbKYH. Bexb paHee OBITM OOKJIAABl, YTO OH 3aMBIIIISET
n3MeHy. Korga HUKTO He 3HaJ, Ky[la OH IIPOTaJ, Thl YBEPEHHO 3asBUJI, YTO OH BEPHETCS Yepe3 IBa
OHS, U JaXe yTBepXKaas, YTO y Hero HeT HaMepPeHUY U3MEHATh. Tak JIu 9T0?

— IIa, — Cy KOHb He cTan 00bSCHATH, IIPOCTO IOATBEPIHUIL.

— Xa-xa-xa! — JlesH UHbL paccMesisicd OT pafocTu. — Yepes OBa [HA IIpaBUTelb ropoga LI3uo3
IeNCTBUTEILHO BePHYJICS. TBOM CI0Ba IMOATBEPOUIIKCH. Pa3 T 3HAeIIb Oyaylee, IOYeMy Ke ThI
TOBOPHIIIb, YTO HEe MOXKEIIb ero IpencKa3aTh?

Cy IOnsb Tpuxnpr! noknonuncs Jlesny MHio u ckasant:

— borcsk, uTo pa304dapyro Barre BenuuecTBo. 3TO He OBIIO IIpeaCkKa3aHneM 6YJIYH.IGFO. 9TO0 BCETO
JINIIE MOU MaJIeHbKHAM TPIOK, KOTOpBIfI He MMe€eT HUKaKOro OTHOIIEHUSA K UCKYCCTBY ITpEOBUOEHUA.

— Tprok? Kako#t Tpiok? TpioK, KOTOPHIY ITO3BOJISIET 3HATH OyAyIIee? OTO BeCbMa HEOOIYHEBIHM TPIOK!
— JlessH VIHEB ¢ 9BHBEIM HelOBEpHEM YCOMHUJICS.

Cy IOnB, KOHEYHO, He MOT CKa3aTh IIpaBay. To, YTO OH IepEePOnUIICS IIOC/Ie CMEPTH U 3HAJI, UTO
IIPOU30UAET Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET, — 3TO OH He MOT CKa3aTh HUKOMy. [laxe JlesHy AlixaHIO OH He
TOBOPUJI, He TOBOpS yXe 0 JlesaHe UHe.

Ho oH momXkeH OblT JaTh UMIIEPATOPY 0OBbICHEHNE, HHAYE TOT HE OCTABUT €ro B IOKoe. YToOH
YCIIEIITHO TIPOUTH Yepe3 3TO, eMy IIPHUIIIOCh CONTaTh. JIraTh IPYTUM — 3TO OfHO, HO JITaTh
UMIlepaTopy — 3T0 o6MaH mpasutens. Ho y Cy FOHS npocTo He OBII0 APYroro BEIXOMA.

— IIa, 3TO BCETO NHUIIL TPIOK, TpocTo 06MaH, — Cy FOHb TBEPHO CKa3all, HaMepeHHO B3TJITHYB Ha
Jlesina AvixaHS ¥ TIPOTOIKUIT:

— 4 He 3Hal0, 0TKyna Barie BenuyecTBo y3Hanmu 06 aToM. Ha camoM fenie, 51 cKa3as 3TO, YTOOH
YTELIUTh TPETHEro MPHUHIIA.



JTutio JlessHa MiHs mOTEeMHEIO, OH OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY Kpecja U XOJIOOHO ITPOU3HEC:
— TrI X04elb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO BCE OBIJIO MIPOCTO OONITOBHS, YTOOB YCIIOKOUThL XaHsA?

JlessH AlixaHb C XOJIOIMHBIM JIMIIOM JIMIIL MeJIbKOM B3TJIgHy N Ha Cy FOHS, HO B AyIle OH TOXe
nepexuBai 3a Hero. OH gercTBUTENbHO He oxkunan, 4yTto Cy FOHbL ckaxkeT Tak. MoXeT ObITh, 9TO U
ecTb mpaBaa? Korma oH BOITHOBAJICS M3-3a MPOIaXxKy MpaBuTens ropopa [I3uw3, Cy FOHL mpocTo
HaBpaJl. Ho moyemy OH Tak TOYHO yragas OBa OHSA?

Cy KOHb IOK/IOHUJICS ¥ CIIOKOKMHO CKa3all:

— YV MeHd, KOHEUHO, He XBaTUJIO ObI CMEeJIOCTH BpaTh. [lake 4TOOH YCIIOKOUTH TPETLETO IPUHIIA, 5
OBl HE CTaJI TAaK IIPOCTO TOBOPUTH YTO Momasio. Korma mpuHIl cKasas, 4To Baie BenmuyecTBo
0ecroKouTCS 13-3a [ella IpaBUTess ropoda L[3ui03, s OblT BEIHYKIEH PUCKHYTDb U COEATh
IIPEeAIoJIoKeHue.

— INpegnonoxenue? Kakoe npennonoxernue? Ha 4éM OHO OCHOBaHO? — yCIIBIIIaB CII0BO
«IIpemnmnonoxenue», Jlesa MHb CHOBa 3aMHTEPECOBAICH.

— lopop 113103 oA 3alIMTOX HAIIero rocygapcTsa LISHBXKYH MUPHO CYLIeCTBOBAJI JeBSHOCTO
BOCeMb JieT. XOTs IIpaBUTENb IOPOsia BCeryia X0Tesl CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM, OH He MOT IelCTBOBATh U3-
3a Halllero rocygapcTsa. ECiy roBOPUTE 0 €0 HaMepeHusaX u3MeHuTs... — Cy KOHb HeMHOT0
3aMelIKaICs U IPOAOKHUI:

— MoOXXHO CKa3aTh, UYTO OH KaXKObX OeHb gyMan 00 3ToM. [IpaBuTeNb roposa, Kak 4ejaoBeK, KUBYIIAN
TI0J] YY2KHUM KDHIIIEM, KOHEYHO, XOTeJT ObI CTaTh X03IUHOM.

Jlesn Wub npumypuncsa. OH caM Bcerga 6ecrnokouncst 06 3ToOM U CKa3all:
— 3HA4UT, y HET0 NeUCTBUTENbHO ObUIM HaMepPeHUsI U3MEeHSATh?
Cy FOHb noKauar rojioBou:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, y mpaBUTeNIs ropoda ObUTM HaMepeHUs U3MEeHSITh, HO, TI0 CYTH, 3TO HEeJIb3s
Ha3BaTh U3MEHOU. ITO OBIIIO CKOpee ero coOcTBeHHOE omacenue. OH 0osics, uTo Bame BenmnuecTtBo
He ITO3BOJIMT eMy CIIOKOMHO IIPOMOIKaTh ObITh TpaBUTeIeM ropoma. Hampumep, ceityac Bare
BenuuecTBO yXKe 3aMHILIUISIETE IPOTUB HETO. [103TOMY Y TpaBUTENS Topoaa Obiiu omacenus. [laxe
€CJIA y Hero OBIJTM HaMEePEeHMST CTaTh XO3STMHOM, 9TO BCETro JIHIIb MbICH. OH HUKOTHA OBl HE PeIIusics
Ha JelCcTBUs. Y HeT0o He XBaTUIIO ObI CMeIoCTH. [103TOMY y Hero He OBIJTO HAMEPEHUN U3MEHSTh.

— Xa-xa! — JlessH b paccMesica. — Kak Thl y3Has1, 4TO S 3aMBIIIJISI0 IPOTUB HETO?

— Baime BennuecTBo, XOTS BB CIIBIIIATIH, YTO S MOTY ITPO3peBaTh HeOeCHble TalHbBI ¥ ITPEeACKa3biBaTh
Oymyiee, HO Ha CaMOM fejie, KOT{la Bbl BCTPETHIMCH CO MHOH, ST TOBOPHJI TOJIBKO O [ejie ITPABUTEeIs
ropopa LI3ut03. YeCcTHO roBOps, 3TO €OUHCTBEHHOE, YTO g IIPAaBUILHO Mpennosoxui. [losTomy Baiie
BennuecTBO MOXKETe TOBOPUTH TOIBKO 00 3TOM. OTO €qUHCTBEHHOE MeJI0, M3-3a KOTOPOTO BEl BHI3BAJIH
MeHs. BUHO, 4TO BE O4€Hb CEePhE3HO OTHOCUTECH K 3TOMY U JaxkKe OCTaBUJIM MOETO Jiefia ¥ 0TIia BO
IBOpIle, YTOOHI BEI3BaTh MEHS. BUUMO, Bl yKe pelllnid OeicTBoBaTh TpoTuB LI3ui03. Ho... — Cy
FOup 3aMomuan, mogHsaB B3rnan Ha JlesHa UHs.

I'nasa Jlesina Va4 pacmmpunuck. Cnosa Cy FOHs nomanu npsiMo B TOYKy. OH HaKJIOHUJICS BIEPEN U
IIPOTSIHYJI PYKY:



— IIpopmomxKai, 4TO «HO»?
Cy IOHB CIIOKOWHO IPOIOIKHUIIL:

— Il Bamero Benuuectsa 3axBaTUTh L3105 — 3TO Ipole IpocToro. He Hy>KHO faxke BEJIUKOI0
reHepasna Haus MaHa. [JoctaTouHo OymeT BepHOTO reHepana JIsH FOs1, uTo6n 3axBaTuTh Li3ui03. Ho
Bame BenuuecTBO HyKaeTCs B OlpaBAaHWH, B 3aKOHHOM T0Bofe. UK B TOM, KTO MOXKET
npenckasaTh Oymyilee, 4ToOB 3apaHee Y3HaTh, OyOyT I KaKKue-TO IOCIeICTBYS ITOCTIe 3aXBaTa
3u103.

JlestH ViHb He CcMOT CKPBITh CBOET0 yIuBIeHUs. Ero MeIc/id OBIIN IOJTHOCTRIO pasragansl Cy FOHeM.
Iaxke ecyiu 3TOT YeJIOBEK, KaK OH CaM CKa3aJl, He 00JlaflaeT UCKyCCTBOM IIpPefcKa3aHus Oyayiero,
HO, BO3MOXKHO, OH NEeWCTBUTEJILHO MOXKET YUTATh UyXKHUE MBICIIH!
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