JlessH AiixaHb KUBHYII:
— Jla, OH OEeUCTBUTEJILHO He TIIYIIIH.
JlessH U'Hb OTKMHYJICA Ha CIUHKY Kpecila U yOapuJl JIaflOHbI0 110 CTOJLY:

— BoT UMeHHO, OH, HECOMHEHHO, YeJIoBeK OO0JIbIIOro TajaHTa. PaHbllle XONUIIU CIIyXHU, YTO OH
TJIyIBIY, BeposaTHO, Benukuil HacTaBHUK Cy HaMepPEHHO paciycKan UX, 4TOObl TOT MOT u30exkaTh
HETIPUATHOCTEN.

T'oBOpst 9TO, €0 rla3a CBePKHYIM OT PAOOCTH, ¥ OH TPOMKO PAaCCMesIICS.

Opuako 6poBu JlesH Aiixans Haxmypuinuch. Cy FOHb, KOHEYHO, He OBLI TTIyIEIM. XOTS U HEJIb35
CKas3aTh, YTO OH IIPO3peBaeT HeOeCHbIe TalHEBI, HO eT0 CIIOCOOHOCTh IPEABUAETD OyayIee
CyIlecTBOBaa JeNCTBUTENbHO. HampuMep, OH HOBOJILHO TOYHO IIPefiCcKa3all COOBITHS, CBI3aHHLIE C
npaBuTeseM ropoga LI3uo0a. Ho Kak 06 9ToM y3Ha uMiepaTop? M 4To OH HaMepeH fienaTh?

[Topa3MBIIIsiB HEMHOTO, JIesiH AfixaHb XOTeI OBIJIO OTKPHITH POT, YTOOK OTTOBOPUTH OTIIA, HO TOT
BHE3aITHO BCKOYMJI ¥ 3a HECKOJIBKO IIar0B OKa3aJjics neped HUM. JlesH AWxXaHb IIOCIENIHO IOMHSIICS,
a Jlessu UHb cXKaJl ero mjieyu:

— XaHb, cuenai ojis MeHs OOHO JEJIO.
— Crymato, — oTBeTun JlesiH A#ixaHb, IPeAYyBCTBYsI, UTO 9TO OyIeT HETPOCTOe 3afjaHue.

— Tw1 xkun B pe3upenuuu Cy, ¥ TOMBKO y TeOs €CTh IIAHC CIIPABUTHCS C 9TUM, — cKalasl JlesH UHb co
B300xoM. — Benukuit HacTaBHUK Cy u Cy FOaHbTaH ceiidyac BO ABOPIlE. { MPUTTIACUIT UX, YTOOHI
o6cynuts gemno Cy FOus. 91 3Hat0, UTO OH TaJaHTIUB U X0YY IIPUTJIACUTH €T0 KO IBOPY, UTOOH OH
CIIyKUJI MHe U rocymapcTBy LisHbXyH. Ho oTen u chiH Cy KaTeropuuecku OTPULIAI0T ero TaJlaHTH U
SIBHO HE JXeJIal0T COrylalaThCs. f [IeHI0 TalaHThH U He X04y IPUHYXKAaTh ceMblo Cy, Tak Kak 3TO
IIPOTUBOPEYUT MOUM UCTUHHLIM HaMepeHusaM. [103ToMy upy, IoroBopu ¢ oTuoM u ceiHoM Cy. Uy,
€CJli CMOKeIlb JoroBoputhcs ¢ Cy KOHeM, HCKpeHHe Impuriacu ero. B moboM ciiy4ae, T 3Haelllb
MOU XKeJlaHus, JeMCTBY! Ha CBOE YCMOTPEHHUeE.

JlestH AiixaHb He 0KMIAJl, YTO CUTYalUs IPUMET TaKoi 000poT. OKa3aBIIKCh B CII0KHOM
TI0JIOKEHUU, OH MOT TOJIKO COTJIaCUTBCS:

— Bamr cnyra noBuHyeTcs.
[Tonyuus cornacue ceiHa, JlesH MHb YCIIOKOUTICS, U Ha €To JIKIle 3aurpasa yiblokKa.

— Orery, MHe TTIO0OIBITHO, KaK Bl y3HaHU 0 TanaHTax Cy FOHS? — cripocun JlessH AiixaHb, gefas BUT,
YTO CIIPOCHUJI HEB3HAYaM.

— Xa-xa-xa, KOHEYHO, KTO-TO paccKa3ay MHe 00 3ToM. THl 1 B OyayineM Oynb BHUMaTeIbHEe IS
MEHSI, eCJIM BCTPETHILNDb TaKUX PEIKUX TAJAHTOB, 00513aTEIbHO PEKOMEHAYH UX MHE.

— Ila, BaI ciayra 3allOMHUII.

— Hy uto Xe, oten u cuiH Cy ceiryac B UepTtore Li3unkas. Moy certyac moCMOTpY Ha HuX. [IpuMu ux
XOPOIIO, HeNlb3s UX 00UXKaTh, U MYCTh CIYTH TOXKe OYOYT BEKIIHBHIL.

JlesiH IlHB ABHO y2Ke He MOT X[JaTh U Toponui JlesH AiixaHsl OTIIPaBIsAThCS HEMEJIEHHO.



JlesiH AlixaHb OIYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHU U ITOKJIOHUJICS:

— Bam cnyra noBuHyeTCs, Balll Cyra OTKJIaHUBAETCS.
JlessH VlHb TOMOT €My TIOJHSTBCS U YIIBIOHYIICS:

— Wpu, unu, s KOy oT Te0s XOpOIIUX HOBOCTEM.

Brififst u3 uMIepaTopckoro KabuHera, JlessH AfixaHb He cpa3y yuien. EMy HyxkHO ObIJT0 cOOpaThCS C
MBICJISIMHU. JTO AEeJI0 JOCTaBUJIO eMy HeMaso x1onoT. OH U3HadaabHO XOTeJl CIacTH OTHa U chkiHa Cy,
HO He JyMaJl, 4To [jid 3Toro npupetcs npusectu Cy FOHA BO mBopel.

CnyXuTh UMIIEPATOPY — BCE PABHO UTO XKUTh PSIAOM C TUTPOM. JlesiH AiixaHb He X0Tel, 4To0sl Cy
HOusb cnyxun ero otiy. Y k1o ke nopekoMenpoBasn Cy FOHs nuMmnepartopy? Kakosa Oninia ero 1efb?

Mo KaHb, CTOSIBIINIY V IBEPH, YBUAET, YTO JlesiH AiixaHb 3aMep Ha IOPore, U C YILIOKOM IOJOIIeNt:
— Baitmre BBICOYECTBO, Y Bac elle ecTh feja?

JlestH AiXxaHb CIIOKOMHO YIBIOHYICS:

— Her, yxoxy.

CkasaB 9T0, OH I'Ty00KO BIOXHYI ¥ OOJBITUMHU IIaTaM# YOAJIUIICS.

[Taru Jlesin AiixaHs ObUIM TSKeJIBIMU, U OH IIeN Bce MefJieHHee. [1o mpuKa3y eMy HyKHO OBLIO
HeMemyieHHO unatu B YepTor L[3uHKaH, HO roBopuTth 0 feiie Cy KOHs ObIIO IelCTBUTEIHHO TPYIHO.

O cBoeM BrI30Be BO fBopel JlesH Auxanb He cka3an Cy HOHI0. He moToMy, 4TO ClieIu BEPHYTHCH, a
nmotoMy, 4uTo 0 3Toro Cy KOaubTan u Cy Xopa yxke npuxogunu B Cap Jlocu, rge xun JlesiH AlixaHb.

Yepes HeCKONIBKO [HeH noce ucyesnosenus Cy HOHs, Korpa oH BepHyJcs B pe3uneruuio Cy, Cy
HOanvtan u Cy Xopa npuinu K JlesH AiXaHIO U, He TOBOPS HU CJI0OBa, OIIYCTUJIUCh Ha KOJIEHU Ilepe[
TPeTbUM IIPUHIEM, YTO 3aCTUIJIO JlessH AlixaHs BpPaCIIIOX.

Cy K0anbTaH 00bICHUT IPUYKHY Bu3uTa. OHU Horaganuck, 4to moxuturteneM Cy KOHs Obut
HACJIeMHBIN IPUHIL, ¥ 3HAJIM, YTO ero Iiejlb OblJIa CBsI3aHa C TpeThuM mpuHileM. Cy FOHB cTan
HEBUHHOM XKepTBOM, IOCTPafaBinel B 60pb0e 3a BIacTh MeXAy OpaThsiMH.

Cy HOanbptan u Cy Xofa BeIpa3uiid TOTOBHOCTh CAEIaTh BCe AJI TPEThero MpHHIa U roCcyJapCTBa
IIsaHbXKYH, HO Ipocunu He BTAruBaTh Cy FOH4. TOT Bcerpma Besl IPOCTYIO XXU3Hb, U JaXKe OfHa
OKpyXKHas IIpHHIlecca yxkKe JOoCTaBlisga eMy MHOTO XJIOTOoT. YToOs n36ekKaTh HEMPUSITHOCTEN, OH
0osiycs maxke OTKPHIBATh POT. Temeps, KOTOa OH HAaKOHEIl CTaJl JKUTh KaK HOPMaJIbHEIN YeJI0BEK, ero
CTasjiy TacKaTh TyAa-ciofa aBa npuHia. Cy FOanstan u Cy Xoga ymonsanu JlessH ArixaHs AepkKaTbCs
nopasnsiie ot Cy FOH4.

JlessH AfixaHb HUUETO UM He 0006eIa, HO II0CjIe 3TOTO JeiCTBUTENIbHO 60oIbine He Bumecs ¢ Cy
FOneM. Bckope uMIiepaTop BEI3BAJ €r0 06PAaTHO BO IBOPEI], ¥ OH yeXaJl, He MOMIPOIIaBIIUCE.

Ho uctunHOIM npuyuHOi, o KoTopou JlesiH Aitxanb 0osbiie He uckan Bctpeuu ¢ Cy FOHeM, Gbi He
BU3UT OTLa U chiHa Cy, a ero coOCTBEHHOE CepAlle — IPUYKHA, KOTOPYIO TOHKMAJI TOIBKO OH CaM U
HUKOMY He pacCKa3bIBall.

[TorpyXeHHEIV B MEICTY, JIessH AlixaHb yKe IIOYTH folues 1o Yeprora L[3vHKaH, Kak BOPYT



MeJIbKHYJIa GUrypa, moxoxasi Ha eBHyxa, KOTopasi Kpafy4uch IPOLUIa mepen ero ria3amu. OH
TIOCIIEIITHO CIIPSITANICS.

EBHyx He 3ameTun JlesiH AlixaHs, OTJISIOEIICS 10 CTOPOHAM, ITOIIpaBuil 6eCIOPSIAoK Ha OfieXXe, CKPHII
TPEBOXHOE BhIpaKeHUe JIUlla, OIyCTU/I TKaHb, 3aKPHIBABIIYIO JIUL0, U, OIYCTUB I'OJIOBY, BHIIIEI U3
BOPOT cafa Yeprtora LI3uHKaH, mesas BUM, YTO HUYETO He CIIYYUIOCE.

Korpga €BHYX IIPDOXO0OHUII MUMO HETO, JlessH AlixaHb CXBATHII €T0 3a PYKY U, CHUJIBHO IIPKXKaB K CTE€HEe 3a
nmpenejliaMu Caaa, CXKaJll I'OPJIo, XO0JIOOHO XMEIKHYB:

— Tr1 KTO? Kakoe TeMHOe €710 TBOPUIIIL?

Cy IOHs cuTbHO yIapuiIo 0 CTEHY 3a CIIMHOM, paHa Ha IPyaH, IoIy4YeHHas HeCKOJIbKO THel Ha3af,
cHOBa 3a0os1ea, Ha 10y BEICTYIIHII XOJIOMHLIH ITOT, @ TOPJIO CXKAJIK TaK, YTO OH HE MOT BHIOABUTH HU
CJIOBa.

[Manbiet JlessH AfixaHs y2Ke XOTeJIH CKaThCs CUIbHEe, HO OH BAPYT 00HAPYKUJI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK C
OTIYIIIEHHOM T0JI0BOM €My OYeHb 3HAKOM. [TasIbIlhl ITOTIOJI3/IN BBEPX, YXBATHIHM IOOO0POIOK
cobecemHUKa U 3agpalii ero.

W3-3a oBuxenud JlesH Alixans 3aTbUloK Cy FOHS CHOBa ygapuscs 0 CTeHY, rojioBa 3aKpyXKuiach, HO
IeNCTBUS IPOTUBHKKA BAPYT ocTaHOBUIKCh. Cy FOHD mpuiien B ce6si, MeJIEHHO OTKPHIJI I'J1a3a U
cpa3sy 3aMep. [lepen HUM CTOSI He KTO UHOU, KakK JlegH AlxaHb, KOTOPOTO OH TakK [OJITO MCKal.

[TTok cMeHUJICS BCIIBIIIKOM PafiOCTH B I'Ia3aX, er0 PyKU B MaHWKE YXBATUIMCH 3a MTOJIY POCKOIIHOMN
omexnel JlegH AWXaHd, CJIOBHO 00SCh, YTO TOT CHOBA MCYE3HeT.

JlesH AtixaHb TOXKe OBUT YAWBIIEH, HO BHITJISIE] TOPa3/io X0JIOfAHee, Ha ero Jiklle He ObII0 HY 9MOIUH.
Ox motarmun Cy FOHSI B CTOPOHY, B MECTO, Tie UX TPYAHO OBIIO 3aMETUTh, 3aTEM OTTOJIKHYII €T0 |,
TIOHU3UB T'0JIOC, CITPOCHIT:

— 3a4eM THI IpULLIe?
B ero ronoce ckBo3una 3710CTh, KOTOPYIO CaM OH HEe OCO3HaBall.

Ho Cy IOub nouyBcTBOBas rHeB JlesiH AixaHs II0 €r0 X0JIOGHOMY BEIPaKeHHUI0 U OTTaJIKUBAIOIIUM
nBuKeHUsAM. OH TYT XKe MOJaBUJI TOJIBKO YTO BO3HUKIIYIO PAgOCTh, ITOKJIOHUJICS M CKa3all:

— IIpoctomopua Cy KOHb IPUBETCTBYET TPETHETO IPHUHIIA. [IpOCTONMIOOUH He 3HaJ, YTO MTOTPEBOKUT
Ballle BEICOUECTBO. [IPOCTOMOAMH MTPOCTO IPUILEST UCKATh AeAYLUIKY ¥ OTIa. CIIbIIIaj, YTO OHU BOLIIH
BO IBOpEL], HO [0 CUX IIOP He BePHYNKCh, OECIIOKOUJICS U MIPUIIIE]T BO IBOPeIl pa3BenaTh. [IpuHec
BallleMy BBICOYECTBY HEIIPUSTHOCTH, ITPOIIY Ballle BLICOYECTBO HAKa3aTh!

Jlestn AtixaHb SIpoCcTHO ycTaBuics Ha Cy FOHs. TOT pa3roBapuBal UMEHHO TaK, OYeBUIHO, TOXKeE OBIT
B 00ume. OH QBIPKHYT U3 HOCa:

— TBI CMETIBIN, OCMEIUIICS CAaMOBOJIBHO ITPOHUKHYTH BO ABOPEL.
CxkasaB 9T0, OH OKMHYJI B3IJISIIOM €BHYXCKYI0 ofexny Ha Cy HOwne:
— IIpuUTBOPSATHCS EBHYXOM — 3TO 00MaH UMIIEpATOpa. ITO IPECTYIJIEHHEe, KapaeMoe CMePTHIO.

Cepaue Cy FOHS cyIOpOKHO CKajloCch. ITO OBIIIO COBCEM He TakK, KaK OH MPefCTaBIsAI. [Ipuiitu
MCKaTh JeqyLIKy U 0TIla — 3TO IIpaBAa, HO YBUOETh TPETHETO MPUHIIA ObIIO ellle OOJIbIIe KelaHueM



ceprnua. OH He IOHUMAJI, IOUYEMY TakK IepexkUBaeT 1U3-3a TOTO, YTO TOT yexXas He IPOLIasich, U He
IIOHKUMaJI, ITI0YeMy TOJIBKO 4YTO IIPYU BUE HEro BO3HUKIIA TaKas CUIbHasd PafoCTh. A ceityac
X0JIOOHOCTH JlesiH AiixaH$I, CJIOBHO K HE3HAKOMILY, I0OYEMY-TO 3aCTaBUJIa €ro CEepPHLe IIOrPYy3UThCS B
TIeIHYIO Melllepy ¥ ITPOH3UTHCS 0CTPOIH OOJIbIO.

JTuno Cy FOHST coXpaHsIIo CIIOKOKCTBHE, HO BHYTPH OyllleBaau BOJIHE. EMy He TepIrenoch CXBAaTUTh
JlesiH AvixaHs ¥ CIIDOCUTH, IIOYEMY TOT TakK C HUM IocTymaeT. Ho Kakoe mpaBo OH MMeJl CIIpalluBaTh?
U gTo oH Mor cripocuTh? Kakue OTHOIIEHUS MeXAYy HUM U TPeThbUM npuHIieM? OH NuIlb mooberran
BCIO JXU3Hb CIIyKUTh €My, HO TOT Beib He TOBOPHJI, UTO €CJIM THl EMY CIIyKHUIIb, TO OH OyHIeT BCIO
JKW3Hb MUJIOBATE TEOs!

Bonb, CIIOBHO pe3anu HoKoM rpyab, Ho Cy KOHI0 OBLIO TPYOHO YTO-TO CKA3aTh, OH JIHIIh
MeXaHWUYEeCKH CIIPOCHIT:

— 3HAYUT JIX 3TO, YTO Ballle BHICOYECTBO XOUYET CXBATUTH pocTomonrHa Cy FOHS U 0TBeCTH K
UMIIEPATOPY, UTOOH JKMBHEM COAPATH C HETO KOXKY?
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