Ban Jlaxy OTIMYHO IOHUMAJT: OH y2Ke MEPTB. [Torub B Ty JOXKATUBYI0 HOYb OT PYKU KAKOH-TO
TIcCuXu4ecku O0JIbHOM XKEHITUHEI, BO3HUKIIEN HEU3BECTHO OTKYHA.

Hox BoH3UICSA IIpsAIMO B cepAane — CMEPTh HAaCTYIIUJIa MTHOBEHHO.

OH BoOuHI0 HabGII0a, KaK ero Tejo OTIIPaBUIU B MOPT, 3aTeM B KpeMallMOHHYIO MeYb, a Mpax
TIOMECTHJI B YPHY U 3aXOPOHUIIM HA KJTafOuIIIe.

— 3HauuT, g Teneph NIpU3pak? — ropbko ycMexHyJscs Ban [axy.

[To nerennawm, npu3pakaMy CTAHOBSTCS JIUIIb AYIIX, UCIBITHBAIOLINE CUJIBHYIO IPUBA3aHHOCTD K
mupy xkuBbix. Ho Ban [laxy 3HasI: OH BCE €I1€ He YIIEN B «IIePepOXKIeHKe» JIUIIb 110 OOHON IpUYnHe
— OH He MOT OTITyCTUTh OTHOTO YeJioBeKa.

CBOE COKpOBHIIIE, CBOIO XKeHY, CBoero JKaHbKaHs.

W3-3a 9T0i1 IPUBSI3aHHOCTH €T0 IyX HEOTCTYIIHO CJIeJ0BaJl 3a HUM. [lake pagy OmHOTO-
eOUHCTBEHHOTO B3TJIsSA[la OH XOTEeJl BUOETh €r0 CHOBAa U CHOBA.

— Iaxy, ugu ects! — MATKO no3Basi JIu LIluHXKaHe, CUAA 3a CTOJIOM.
Ha cTone — 4deThipe O/rofia ¥ OBe MapHl Ial0YeK.

B koMHaTe OBLI OIWH YEJI0BEK

Y OOUH IIPU3pPaK.

— Tuxk-Tak, TUK-TaK... — JIMIIb 3BYK YaCOB Hapyllajl TUIIUHY.

IBa yaca cmycts JIu I{uHXaHb CTIOKOMHO BCTa/ ¥ Hayasl youpaTh co cTona. OH OOUH 3a JPyTUM
OTIIPABUJI OCTATKH €[Ibl B MyCOPHOE BEJPO, 3aTeM MOUIEN B CIIAJIbHIO U JIET HAa KPOBATh.

Ban [laxy c TS2KENBIM CEPAIIEM TIOCIIENOBal 3a HUM.

JIn ]_[I/IH}KaHL Jie2KaJI Ha KPpOBaTH, HE HIEBEJIsACh; €r0 I'lla3a OBILIIH IMWPOKO OTKPHITHI, HO B HUX HE OBIIIO
2KU3HU.

— Bcé elré He MOKeIb YCHYTh? — ¢ 0011b10 B cepplle BaH [laxy MpoBEN PyKoH Mo ero 6poBH.

C Tex nop Kak oH ymep, 2KaHbxkaHb 60JIbIIE HE CHall.

Kaxmyio Houb, KaXKAyI0 HOUb OH ITPOCTO JIeKaJl C OTKPHITHIMYU I'JIa3aMy, MoJida TTISAs B IyCTOTY.
— Jlaxy, — no3Bain JIu [JluHKaHb, TOJIOC €ro 3By4das OTPEIIEHHO.

— 4 3gecs! — oTo3Bancs Ban Haxy. — 4 3mecs, s 3[ech, 1 BCerga psfoM ¢ ToOOoM!.. — OH OIyCTUIICS
Ha KOJIEHU PSIOM C HUM, phigasi HaB3phil. — 2KaHbXKaHb, I IPSIMO 3[ech! XBaTUT My4HUTh ce0s, Tak
Henb34... [ToXkanyucTa... XBaTUT!

4 yKe MEDPTB, HO THI €€ XUB!

Ecnu Most cMepTh IpeBpalaeT TBOW XKU3Hb B MyUeHHe, 51 Obl IPeanod€es, YToOs Mbl HUKOTIa He
mobunu gpyr apyra.



Tak 4TO0 —
3abynp MeHs cKopee!

B nepBeiit Mecs1] nociie cmepty Ban [axy JIu LluaxKaHb yBOMUICS ¢ paboThl. LIeNnbiMu IHSIMHU, OT
paccBeTa 10 3aKaTa, OH IIPOCTO CUAEN B TUIIUHE.

Ha BTOpOIi Mecs1] OH Hayasl KypUThb U IIUTh, OTYEr0 U 6e3 TOro Xymoe Tejo CcTaso el 6oee
M3MOXKIEHHEBIM.

Ha tpeTuii mecsn JIu LiuHKaHb nomnan B 60IbHUIYY C MaCCUBHBIM KeJIyIOYHEIM KPOBOTeYEHWEM, HO
3a Yac [0 9KCTPEHHOH Olepaluy ucyes.

HuxkTo He 3Has, Kyza oH feincs, KpoMe Ban [laxy.

TEéMHOI HOYBIO, ¥ XOJIOOHOTO HAaATPoOusi.

Ha mopTpete Ban [Jaxy mo-npexHeMy yiasi0ancs cBoe 6e33a00THOM YIIBIOKOI.
JIu [JuHKaHb TUXO MIPUKAJCS IIEKOHN K poTorpaduu.

— Tl IpaBOa yMep, — B €ro T0jI0Ce 3ByYa/Iy THIIHHA U Iedasib. BcmoMuHasi, Kak MyXKYKiHa B
IIPOLITIOM KJISIJICSI €My B BeUHOI /1t00BU U o0elan 6epeyb BCIO XKU3Hb, Toj1oc JIu [ITuHXKaHS BHE3allHO
HAIIOJIHUJICA HEeHAaBUCTHI0. — OOMaHIIUK!

Bucs B Bo3nyxe, Ban [laxy meTasncs B OTUaAHUU:
— KanbxkaHb, Bo3Bpalnaiics B 6onpHMIy! Th TONBKO YTO OCTAHOBUJI KPOBB, Ky/a Thl mo6exan?

— Iaxy, — Bopyr nmpomenTarn JIu lluaxans. — { ycTan, npaBga ycTan. 4 xo4y yBUAETh Te0s, IPOCTH
MEHS, XOpOILIOo?

— 2KanbxkaHs... 2Ka#bxKaHb... YT0 T coOupaelbcs nenath? He menai raymocTei! — B yxkace
Habmoman Ban [Jaxy, kak JIu LIuHKaHb JOCTAl U3 KApMaHa HOX.

Ero nu1io OBII0 CIIOKOWHBEIM — ITYTAOIIe CIIOKOWHBIM.

— ITO0 MoOapOoK, KOTOPHIM TH laJl MHE B IeHb Hallle# cBagbObl. S TOMHIO, TH TOTHAa CKa3ajl MHe:
«2KaHbxKaHb, 5 BCIO XKU3Hb OyOy CTapaThCs coenaTh Te0s cuacTIuBHIM. Ecnu B OyayieM s mpegam
Te0st K mpu4uHIo Tebe 00JIb, TH yOel MeHs 3TUM HOXKOM»... 3Haelllb, KOTfia 5 YCIIBIIIaa 3T0, MHE
OBLIIO TAaK PAIOCTHO.

Kamnns, eme kamns — 1o ero mekKaM MOTEeKIIH XOJI0OHEIE CIIE3HL.
910 OBLN BTOPOH pa3, Korga Bax [laxy Bumen, Kak miravet JIu LIuHXKaHb.

B nepBelii pa3 3To OBIIO, KOTHa oH yMep: Jlu [lunkanb, 0OHMMAas ero OKpoBaBJIEHHOE TeJo, PhIal B
OTYasHUU.

Temeps Xe ero cé3bl ObUIM TUXUMHU, HANIOJTHEHHEIMU CJTAOKUMU BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU.
Bresamnno Ban [laxy oxBaTuio yzKacHOe IIPefYyBCTBHE.

OH 130 BCcex CUJ 3aKpuyall, MHTasgCh BEIPBaTh HOX U3 PyK JIu LluHKaHs.



Ho ato 6n110 OecrnosnesHo.
[ToToMy 4TO OH OBIJT TPHU3PAKOM.
[ToToMy 4TO OH yKe TaBHO MEPTB.

Korpga xonogHoe ne3Bue Ty60KO Bpe3asoch B TOHKOE 3alsICThe, a ajlasi KPoBb XJILIHYJIa HapyXKYy,
CJIOBHO BOfJia U3 KpaHa, BaH [laxy ciomMaics.

YTo MOXKeT OBRITH MyYHTEIbHEE, YeM BUIETh, KaK YMHUPAET MIOOUMEBIN YeJI0BEeK MPsIMO Y Te0S Ha
r7a3ax, ¥ ObITh COBEPIIEHHO 6eCCUITBHBIM?

Heckonpko MecsiieB ctpaman JIu [luHKaHb, Teleph IPUIIIa eT0 0YePeb.

— 2KanbxKaHb... 2KaHbkKaHb... — B 3Ty MUHYTY BaH [Jaxy HeHaBUfell Ty KEHIIUHY, YOUBIIYIO €ro.
OH Tak xarer.

Ecnu G OH 3HAJI, YTO YHOET TaK PaHO, OH HUKOTMa Obl He IO3BOJUII cebe BIIIOOUTHCS B HETO.
Torma, BO3MOXHO, OH OBl He CHiefial TaKOU TTyTIOCTH.

— A-a-a-a-a! — ceppie Ban [laxy pa3peiBasioch OT 601, CUJIbHEE, YeM OT TOTO HOXKEBOTO0 paHEeHUS. —
KTto-uubynb, KTo-HUOYyOb, ciacute ero... Crmacute Mmoero 2KaHbxXKaHs...

Cpenu MyduTeIbHBIX BOIJIEN OH Habmioman, Kak Oesnas pybalika MpONUTEBAETCS KPOBbBIO.
KpoBrIo, KOTOpas oKpacuia ero XoJIofgHoe Hagrpobue.

— Haxy, — JIu LluHKaHb COCKOJIb3HYJI Ha 3€MJII0, IIPOCTEPEB PYKU K IycToTe. Ha ero nuue 3acTelia
y7bI0Ka 0CBOOOXKIEHUS U IIOKOs, HO B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa BaH [Jaxy mOmbITancs CXBaTUTh €T0, PyKU
0eCCHUIbHO ynamu.

— lluHXaHb! — pa3marncs IPOH3UTENbHbIN BOIITb.

Ban [laxy mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK IO HOTaMU BHe3allHO pa3Bep3iiack 6e3nHa. OH Mmafan U magas, Tepsis
CO3HaHWE B 3TOM T'OJIOBOKPYKUTEIHHOM ITafleHUH.

— Jlaxy, [laxy... — 4ei-To roj0Cc CPOYHO 3BaJjl ero coBceM psigoM. Beku Ban [Jaxy Aporsynu, u rojioc
3a3Byy4arl elllé TpeBOXKHEeE:

— Haxy, daxy...
Bau [laxy HaKOHeI] OTKDPHLI I'/1a3a, U [Iepef HUM IPefCcTaio MOPLIIMHUCTOE JIUIO.

— Hy BoT, HY BOT, mapeHb O4YHYJICS! — pa3gascs APyroi CTapueCKuil MyKCKOM Iojioc. — Y Hero eIie
HEMHOT'0 OITyX 3aTBIJIOK, S ceifidac CX0XKY B CEJTbCKUN Me[MYHKT 3a IPOTUBOBOCIIAIUTEIbHEIMU, Yepes3
napy fHel cHoBa OyzmeT 6erath, Kak 3aBOQHOM.

— Ia, ma, moii J[laxy B mopsiike! — cTapyllIka IIPUIIOAHSTIA €ero Ha KaHe U IpuxXKaJja K cebe, TUXOHBKO
yKauuBasi. — [laxy, Tebe eme 60apHO0? ['TIsIHb, BeCh B Cle3ax...

JInno BaH [laxy BeIpaxajo pacTepsHHOCTh, FPaHMYally0 C HEBEPOSITHOCTHIO.



OH 9acTo 3aMopraji, HEyBepEHHO CIIPOCUB:
— Babymka?

— Hy koneuHo, 6a0y1Ika! — cTapylka JIaCKOBO IIOTJIafuIa JIafloHbI0 IIeKy TI00MMOro BHyKa. — Ax
THI pe0OEHOK MO, KaKo# X&Ke THl Herocefqa! 3aueM 1mojie3 Ha Ty BEICOKYIO codopy? Buiis, yman ¢
IlepeBa, yoapuics ToJIoBoH, 4yTh 6a0yIIKy He yOus co cTpaxy-To!

Ban [laxy OKOHYATEJIbHO OIELIN]I.
B uém meno?
Y10 BoOOIIIE ITPOUCXOIUT?

Pa3Be 6aby1ika He yMepiia yKe HeCKOJIbKO JeT Ha3an? U elme... ero rojoc... 3By4asl Tak, CJIOBHO...
CJIOBHO...

EnBa coepxkuBas apoxb, BaH [laxy IIOOHSI CBOU PYKH.
TEMHEBIE, TTyXJIble, SBHO NETCKHUE PYKH.

— Jaxy, uto ¢ To60#? CTapuk, UAKM MOCMOTPH, C HAUM [[axy YTO-TO He Tak! — UCIyTaHHO
3aKpuyasa CTapyuka, 60gch, UTO €€ BHYK Y110 I'OJIoBY.

Ban H.[OYMI/IHB TO2K€ 3aBOJIHOBAJICS U MOCIIENINI IIOJOUTH, YTOOBI BHUMATEIILHO OCMOTPETHb
MaJIb4YHKa:

— Xyussl, KakK Thl ce6s1 4yBCTBYelb? ['0j10Ba ere 60IuT?
Ban Jlaxy MOPTHY U PaCTePSIHHO OTBETHUI:
— Jlenyuika... MHe... CKOJIbKO MHe JIeT?

— Yro ¢ ToOo¥ cTpsicimock? B aToM rogy Tebe Kak pa3 ceMb CTYKHET! — YBU[EB, UTO AEJIO IIJIOXO,
CTapUK CXBaTHUJI CTETAHBIM BaTHUK U coOpasics cae3aTh C KaHa. — HeT, g Bcé-Taku noBe3y XyII3H B
ye3nHy 00IbHUILY!

B sToT MoMeHT Ban [laxy HeMHOTO IPHILIEN B ce0si, ¥ BHIpaXKeHUe ero JIUIla BOPyT u3MeHUI0Ch. OH
CPOYHO CXBATHUJI AEAYIIKY 3a Kpad OeXkKMIbl:

— Jlenyliika, s B MOPSIAKe, IPOCTO HEMHOTO T'0JI0Ba KPYKUTCS MOCJEe TOTO, KaK IMIPOCHYICS. Tenepnb
yXe nyuiue!

CTapuky CMOTPENIH Ha HETO C HEIOBEPUEM.

Ocob6enHo 6aby1ika, KoTopas 3ajajia elle HeCKOIbKO BOIIPOCOB, HampuMep: «Kak 30ByT popuTesneii?»
1 «I'me THI JKUBEIIL?»,

Tonbko Korma Ban Jlaxy OTBETHUII Ha BC€ BOIIPOCHI, OHK HaKOHeEeI YCIIOKOUJIXCE.
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