— Tak 3aueM HaM BCTpedaThcs ¢ uMmnepatopoM LlapcTea Jliopen? — Yy JIuH 3akphiia riasa, He
IIPOSIBIISISE 0COO0TO UHTEPEcCa.

Ce fHb exajla C HUIMM B OHOHM KapeTe U Toxe Obla JI000MEITHA. MHOTHE Bellld HaCTOSTeNIb CEKTH He
00BSICHUIT M, TIPOCTO BEJIEJ CNTYIIaTh CTAPIIYIO0 CECTPY.

Komeca kapeThl CTy4anu 0 KaMeHHOM MOCTOBOM, M37aBasi 3BoHKuUM Ty, 2KyH L[31Ci03 cBepHYya
CBUTOK, TTOBepHYnach K Uy JIuH, 00HsIIa €€ U JIyKaBo YIbIOHYaCh:

— IToToMy 4TO ien0, KOTOPOE MBI XOTUM C HUM OOCYIUTh, HE COBCEM...

2Ky LI3ucios 3amoigaa, CJIOBHO of0upas IOgX0AsInee CI0BO, U HaKOHeI] CKa3asa:
— YmecTHO.

Yy JIuH 3aMHTEepecoBanach, OTKphIIa I'/la3a U MOCMOTpPesIa Ha Heeé:

— Kaxkoe geno?

U Tyt oHa yBupnena, kak 2KyH L[31ci03 oTBesa B3rIsAA, €€ royoc OblT XOIOOHEIM U CIeTKa
CMYLIEHHBIM:

— PackomnaTs ero pomoBy rpoOHULLY.
Yy Jlun u Ce dub OHEMEH.

He coBceM yMecTHO, HO cKa3aTh, YTO 3TO He YMECTHO, TOXKe HeIPaBUWIbHO. ITO laXke He «He COBCEM
YMECTHO».

Yy JIun XoTena pacCMesAThCA, HO CoepKasach.

B TecHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE KAPETEHI ITOBUCIIA 06ma${ HEJIOBKOCTS. }Ky'H 113u1cios IIPUKPHBIJIAa POT pYKOﬁ,
CJIerKa KalllJITHYyJIa X TUXO0 CKa3adJia:

— INeuats TaitHoro mupa [Jecatu CTOpPOH HaXOOUTCS Ha MeCTe OPaKOHbEM JKWUJIb, @ APAKOHbS KUJa
IOHIaHa — o UMIIEepaToOpPCKOu yCulanpHuLen. [loaTomy...

He HyXHO Obls10 3akanuuBath, Uy JIun u Ce dHb KUBHYIN:
— Ilonsanu.

KakuMu Obl HY OBIIHM WX MeHCTBUS, JaXke eClld OHU YCTAaHOBST Oaphep, CTOTKHOBEHME SHEeprui
6ecCMepTHEIX ¥ JeMOHOB IT0]] 3eMJIeii Bpsiy iu OymeT He3aMeTHBIM. Tak YTO CKa3aTh, YTO OHU
pacKaIkBalOT POOOBYI0 TPOOHMILY, — 9TO IpaBma. Ho ycnbimaTh 9T0 u3 ycT 2KyH 113ucios, ¢ eé
XOJIOOHBIM TOHOM, OBIJIO CTPAHHO 3a0aBHO.

— Tonbko mpakoHbs XKuja 06/1afaeT TakKoU cuiou nogasnenus, — XKyH L[3ucios ymunuayna Uy Jlun
3a I1eKy, yopaB BCce 9MOIMH, €€ TOJI0C CTall CIOKOMHBIM. — LlapcTBo JItomelt MeHbIle BCEro
nofiBepkeHo BausHuio TaiHoro mupa ecstu CTOPOH, M 0OBIYHO 3[IeCh He MTPOUCXOAUT HUYET0
HeoObryHOT0. HO Ha 3TOT pas 4To-TO IOIIIO0 He TaK.

Bce aTu 3anyTaHHbIe fiefia ObUIM IOJTHBL CTPAHHOCTEM.

Yy JIuH 4yBCTBOBaJIa yCTanoCcTh. OHU BCe OBLIM CIMIIKOM IIPONMUTAHBI 0€CCMEPTHOM SHEPTUEH, U 3TO



3aCTaBIISNIO €€ YYBCTBOBATh Ce0sT HEJTOBKO, BEI3LIBAST BHYTPEHHUM OUCKOMGOPT.

OHa cepauTo OTTONKHYMa PyKy 2KyH LI31Ci09, He3aMeTHO YIIUAIIHYB €€ 3a 00K, ¥ TUXO I03KaloBanach:
— V¥ cTapiiel cecTpHl Bcerga moiaHo 3aboT.

2Ky 1I3ucios He paccepauiiach, B3sifia €€ pyKy B CBOIO U, C YIHIOKOM, He HaBasa el IanuTh:

— Ecnu 6ymems BecTu cebst XOpoIo, y MeHst OyneT MeHbIe 3a00T.

Yy JIun Hapyna ry0Owl, HO TpOMOJTYAIa.

— Tlo3xke crenu 3a CBOMMU CJIOBaMU U JelcTBusAMU, — mobaBuia 2KyH 1[3ucios. — B LlapcTtse Jliomen
MHOTO ITpaBUIIL.

Yy JIvH KuBHYya:

— 3Haw.

Ce {Hb X0Tena CIPOCUTS ellle, HO, BUAS UX, IOCTECHSIACh.
Onu Moya foexasny o OBOpIa.

ViMmepaTopcKuii gBOPeI] ObIT OTPOMEH, U Y2Ke M3[areKa BhI3hIBAJl YyBCTBO IIOOABIIEHHOCTH.
VimmepaTopy OBIJIO OKOJIO IATUAECSATH, OH BHITIISIAEN CTAPhIM U YK€ IIPUTOTOBHUJII IIUP B UX YECTh.

— Iob6po noxanoBaTh, 6eccMepTHEIE. [IpoIy IPOIeHUs 3a TO, YTO He BCTPETHIT BacC JIUYHO.
Hapetocs, BH He B 06uge. — OH cues Ha CBOeM TPOHe, He IBUTasCh, ¥ He BHTIISIAEN Tak, 6yaTo
HU3BUHSIETCS.

Yy Jlun, ugymwas 3a KyH 1[3uci0s, cpa3y Ke I04yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO €T0 CJI0Ba 3By4aT HeNnpusATHO. OHa
XOTeJla BREITJISIHYTh, HO Oosimach gocTaBUuTh 2KyH L[31CI09 HEIPUATHOCTH, II03TOMY Cfellaia BUL, YTO
HUYero He CIIbIIIaa.

XKyn LI3uctos 6e3 Tpyna cIpaBuiIach C CUTyaluel, He ITI0Ka3biBasi HU MaJleHIero HefoBoIbCTBa, 6
ynbi0Ka Oblyla U3BICKAHHOM:

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo 3aHST, MH U3 BpaT LluHciol mocTaBunu BaMm 6eCrioKoicTBo. bnaromapum 3a
Balll IPHUEM.

XKyn 113ucroa cierka HakJIOHUJIA FOJIOBY, HE COBEPILas I0JIHOT0 IIOKJIOHA.
WmnepaTop ToXe He CTall HacTauBaTh, YIBIOHYIICS U IPUTTIACUIT UX 3a CTOJL.
On u XKyH 1[31ci09 06MeHUBaIUCh BeXKIUBOCTSAMHU, U Uy JIMH MOYyBCTBOBaJIa MypallIKK 110 KOXKe.

OHa 4acTo ciblmana ot X9 L[sgHs, 4To 6ecCMepTHHIe ¥ OOBIYHEIE TIOOU — BCE JIMIIEMEDHI, U, I0X0XKeE,
OH ORI TIPaB.

Ha nupy napuna npusatHas aTMocdepa, TaHI[OBIIUIEI UCIIONHSIN U3SIIHLIE TAHLEL, U BCKOPE
3a3Byyasa My3bika. Uy JIud u Ce JdHb MOYTH He pa3roBapuBasiy, Bce obieHue Bena 2KyH L3ucioa.

OHH yKe DaBHO OTKA3aJMCh OT IUIIY, II03TOMY He 0C000 MHTepecoBaIuch yromenusmu. Uy JIuH,
kKotopyto 2KyH LI3ucios npuyunia mo0uTh efly, ena ¥ Habomana.



WMnepaTop ObIJT TOCTEITPUKUMEH, HO HU CJIOBA He CKa3aJl 0 BaXKHEIX fenax. 2KyH 1[3ucios He
YIIOMSIHYJIa O THTYJIe <IIePBOM CEKTHl B MUPE», U UMIIEPATOD TOXKeE HEe CTajl MOJHUMATh 9Ty TEMY.

Omnaxko ZKyH L[31CI09 BCe K€ 3aroBopuia 00 UMIEePaTOPCKOM yCHITaIbHUIIE:

— Batie Benn4ecTBO, MBI CIIBIIIIANIM, YTO MeCAL Ha3a[d B YCHIIAJIIbHUILIE ITPDOU3OLIIIM U3MEHEHN . Harra
CEeKTa...

OHa He ycIesa 3aKOHYUTh, KaK UMIIepPaTop mepedu eé:

— BeccMmepTHasi, He OecroKo#TeCh. 4 yXKe MPUHSI pelleHre. Bel npubbIn u3naneka, OTHOXHUTE
HECKOIbKO OHeH ¥ HaclaJuTeCh KpacoOTaMU Halllero UMIIepaToOpCcKoro ropoaa FOHIaH.

— Bbnarogapum 3a Baury goopoty, — yaei0Hymack 2KyH 1[31ci03, e€ MaHepa BHE3allHO cTaja 0ojee
BJIACTHOM, HO He Tepsijia IPU 3TOM MPUBETIUBOCTH. — OJHAKO APAaKOHbS XKUJTa HaXOOUTCS IO
yCHITTaJbHUIIEH, ¥ OHa TECHO CBsI3aHa C cynbOor KOHIlaHa. Mbl He MOXKeM He 0eCITOKOUTHCS.

JIumo uMIiepaTopa U3MeHUI0Ch, HO OH CHepKaJjl THEB U YIBIOHYICS:
— JIpakoHbs XKHWJla JeNCTBUTENIbHO BaxkHa. BpaTa LIuHCi0l MHOTO JIeT 3a00THUIIUCH O HEY, U TETEPk...
ViMmepaTop Ha/lIuI BUHA U MOAHSAT 60Kasn B cTopoHy 2KyH 1[31ci03:

— Brl MoXxeTe oTHOXHYTh. BeccMepTHBIM 00JIbllle He HY2KHO ITPEO0JIeBaTh TOPHl U PeKU, UTOOH
IpuexaTh CIofia, CO3[laBasi JIUIITHUE XJIOTIOTHI.

— Bbrnarogapum 3a Baury 3a6oTy, — 2KyH L[3ucios mocrasuia 60kana. — M3 BauIux CJI0OB CIEAYET, UTO
HOHUaH Hamen Apyroro Macrepa?

HWmmepaTop paccmesncs:
— MMeHHO Tak.
2KyH 113uCi03 He TOPOIHIACh, €€ TOJI0C OBIJT CIIOKOMHBIM, HO 3By4ajl UCKPEeHHe 3aMHTePeCOBAHHBIM:

— Torpma mMo3BOJIbTE O3APABUTh BAC C HAXOKOM TalnaHTa. MOXKeM T Mbl TO3HAKOMUTHCS C 3TUM
YeJIOBEKOM?

Yy JIuH 4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK BHYTPHU HEE pacTeT pa3apaxkenue. OHa mocMoTpesa Ha Ce fdHb U IPYTHX,
KOTOPHIE OBIITM TOpa3fo CIOKOMHee.

— He ToponuTech, — uMIepaTop AOMWUI BUHO, XJIOMHYJI B TafO0IIN, U HA CMEHY IIPUIIIN HOBHIE
TaHLOBIIUIIEL. — BBl peOKo CIlyCKaeTech C rop, HaclagUuTeCh Halllel KyJIbTYPOU U OTBefjaiiTe 3€MHBIX
SICTB.

Ha aToM pa3roBop 3aKOHYHUJICS. [T 3aHs MHOTO BpeMeHH, HO OBITT COBEPIIIEHHO 6€3BKYCHBIM.

Yy JIun cmotpena Ha 2Ky LI3ucios, HO Ha e€ nulle He ObIJIO HYU KaIlJId THEBA, CJIOBHO €¥ OBUIO BCe
paBHO. Korpja oHM cemu B KapeTy ¥ MOKKUHYJIH JBOPEL], OHA THXO CIIPOCHJIA:

— Crapias cecTpa, Thl He 3JIULIbCA?

— Mm? — XKyn LI3ucios 3akpriia Ir1a3a, BHIIUB HEMHOTO BIHA, OHA YyBCTBOBaJa cebsi He OUYEHb
xopo1uo. — CaHbCaHb 37IUTCA?



qy JIun IIOOBUHYJIACH OnuKe, IOYTH JIeTJIa Ha Heé, I0JI0XKuIIa I1aJIbIIBI Ha BUCKHU }KYH I31c03 u
Ha4aJla MATKO IIepegaBaTh CBOIO 3HEPTHUIO. Eé romoc cran Tutue:

— 3I10Ch.
OHa He cTaja BEIMEINIATh 3JI0CTh Ha CTapIIel CecTpe u3-3a MOCTOPOHHUX.

Ce fub TOXKE OBlNa pasgpaxeHa, HO, MOCKOIbKY 2KyH LI31Ci03 HUYero He cKa3aja, OHa yCIIOKOUIa
ocTabHBEIX. Tenepb oHa ToXKe OblJla B HEOOYMEHUHU:

— Crapimas cecTpa, YTO OH UMeeT B BUAY?
2Ky 113ucios mMoria 661 n306aBUTLCS OT OIbSIHEHUS, HO €i HPABUJIOCh 3TO JIETKOEe TOJIOBOKPYkKEHHE.

— He ctouTt 3muThes Ha Takux ntoned, — 2KyH 1[31Ci03 TpUCIOHUIACE K CTEHKE KapeTsl, Ha rybax
urpaja Msarkas ynbi0ka. — YTO OH OyMaeT ¥ X04eT, He UMeeT 3HaueHus. ITO He U3MEHUT CYTH Oeia.

— Taxk TH yCTyIIUIa eMy, IIOTOMY YTO MBI COOMpaeMcsl pacKalkiBaTh €T0 POJOBYIO TPOOHUITY? —
paccmesinace Uy JIuH.

— Ia, — XKyn 1I3ucios Toxe ynbIOHyIack, B3sia pyky Uy JIuH u ycagumna e€ ymobHee. [IpenecTs
Texnuku Mcrounuka Boarl 3akmoyanacsk B TOM, YTO OHA IIpeBpalliaia SHEPIruio B HEYTO HEBEPOSTHO
MSATKOe.

— Taxk 4to HaM Tenepsd genaTth? — Ce AHb yXKe MPUBHIKIA K UX OTKPOBEHHOCTU. — ECIH MBI
HagejaeM MHOTO IIyMa, ITOTOM OyIeT TPYIHO BCE YIaguTh.

— He Toponutecs, — 2Kyn 1[3uct03 onycTtuna rina3a, urpasd nanbsiamu dy JIua. — [JaBauTe
IIOCMOTPHUM, KTO 3TOT MacTep, KOTOpPHEIYA 3aMeHus Bpara LluHciol. MoxeT, 3T0 OyoeT UHTEPECHO.

— Yro u"TEepecHoro MoxkeT ObITh B LlapcTBe Jlome#t? — YUy JIuH nogymaia U cKasaja.
— I'nynenvkas, — XKyH 1131cCi03 OTKpHIJIa rj1a3a, IOCMOTpella Ha He€ U MATKO YIIbIOHYack.

Yy JIuH MOAHSsIIa TOJI0BY ¥ BCTPETHUIIACh C Hel B3TNIsAoM. B e€ ria3ax Owina qo6pota u
BCceoOBbeMIIoNIas Mo00Bh, KaK OeCKpaliHui OKeaH.

Bcerpma nu e€ cTapiias cecTpa CMOTpeia Ha Heé Tak?

Ona He MOra BCIIOMHHUTE.

KapeTta nmombexana K TOCTHHUIIE, CITYTH TOYTUTEIBHO ITOIPOIIAINCh U VIIIIH.
Kaxk TONbKO OHM BOIIIM, UX BCTPETUIT YEJTIOBEK:

— BeccMepTHbIE, HAIl TOCIIOOUH JaBHO BaC XeT.

Yy JIun nmocMmoTpena Ha 2KyH 1[31cio3, 3aTeM Ha CyTy, ¢ HegoyMeHueM. 2KyH 1131cios B3sia e€ 3a
PYKYy, 3alluias:

— I'me Bamm rocroguu?

— OH XJeT BaC B YaCTHOM KOMHATe Ha BTOPOM 3TaxKe.



— Kro aT0? Crapias cecTpa 3HaeT ero? — Yy JIuH CTaHOBHUIIOCH BCE€ HHTEPECHee. B uMIepaTopcKoM
ropope FOHIIaH BCce GBINIO 3aTaiKOM, ¥ OHa YYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO HE 3PS CIOfA MpHexara.

KyHn 1I31cto3 Ha MTHOBEHUE 3ayMaliach, 3aTEM MATKO OTBETUIIA:
— Her.
Cmnyra, uns BIepenu, BeKJIMBO OTBETHUII:

— BeccmepTHasi, He BonHY#TEeCh. Halll rocrioguH — cebMOM IIPHUHI], YCIIBIIIAB O BallleM MPUOBITUH,
OH PEIInJT HaBeCTUTh BacC.

CempMmoi npuHl, Hane ®aH.

Kak TOBOPHUTCA, YEro XKeJlaelllb, TO U II0JIy4Yaellb.
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