3a 3TH HECKOHYaeMble THHU, IIOJIHEIE XJIOIOT, 00e OHU He MOTJIM KaK ciiegyeT COMKHYTE I'Jias3. E# On1110
elle TepInuMo, Beb OHad XOTh HEMHOI'O B3OPEMHYJIA B 00 BATHSIX }KYH LI3ucro3, a Ta, B CBOIO o4gepens,
BC€ 3TO BpeMs HEIIPEPEIBHO MCIIOJIbE30Balla OYXOBHYIO CHITY, YIIPABIIASA MEYOM.

— CaHncaH, 3a4eM Tak LepeMoHUThCA? — 2KyH 1[31CI03 yIeIOHYIack, CO3/1aB IePeBAHHYIO 00UKY U
HAaIIOJIHUB ee ropsyer Bomou. — Tl yCTasa 3a 3TOT yTh. [JaBay moCje BaHHHI Cpa3y CliaTh, XOPOILIO?

— Xopoio, — Yy JIuH MOKOPHO KMBHYJA, BEOh IPUBLIYUKA yKe CTajla BTOPOM HATYpOii.

Tonoc 2Kys LI3uctos ObII COBCEM He TaKUM XOJIOOHBLIM, KaK KOTa OHa pa3roBapuBaiia ¢ Ce dHb u
npyrumu. Uy JIuH Bcerga 4yBCTBOBAJIa, YTO B ee rojioce OBIJIO YTO-TO 3alyTaHHOE, 6ECKOHEYHOe,
CJIOBHO TBICSTYM HUTEM, KOTOPHIE OIyTHIBAJIU €€ BCe CUJIbHEE C KaXKOBIM JBUKEHUEM.

Ona cmoTtpena Ha XKyH 1131ci03, ¥ BOPYT B TPYIX BO3HUKIIO TSXKeJ0e YyBCTBO, OyITO cepalle
CJKMMaJIoCh OT 00JIH, CHJIbHEe, YeM eCJid OBl er0 BEIPe3alli.

Yy JIuH Me[JIeHHO BOOXHYJIA, IBITAsICh UCIIOIL30BATh AYXOBHYIO CUITY, YTOOBI OTTOPOOUTELCS OT 9TOTO
OLIYIIEHUS, HO 3TO He 0c000 IIOMOTrJI0. B IpoIIIoi XK13HM, KaxkeTcs, y Hee He OBIII0 TaKOH
npo0eMbl, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 1 Oblna. Korfia ee BHYTPEHHOCTH CXKUMAJIUCh OT 60U, CO3HaHUe
paccenBasoch, ¥ OHA HUYEro He MOTJla BCIIOMHUT.

Ee nuio uamenusnocs, u 2KyH L131ci03 cpa3y 3T0 3aMeTHIa.
— Cancan? I'me 6omut?

Yy JIMH He MOTJjIa TOBOPUTD OT O0IH, IPUKKUMas PYKY K TPYIH, TUI0 ee mobesiesio, HO OHA BCE XKe
Halwta B cebe cuibl HabmomaTh 3a 2KyH 113ucioa. Ta BHIIsAmeIa 0YeHb HAaPSXKEHHOM, B ee Tla3ax He
OBLJIO HY KAIUIM OOBIYHOM MSITKOCTH U CIIOKOMCTBHSI.

Kyn L3ucros nopasana Yy JIMH Ha pyKHy, pacCTeTrHyJla ee BEePXHIOI0 OfeXKAYy U MIATKO II0JI0OKUIa PYKY
el Ha Ipynb, IOCHIIas TEIUIylo, OTHEHHYIO YXOBHYIO CUIIY B ee CepAeYHble MepUIUaHEL.

Pyka 2KyH 1I31ucios gpoxana, HO AyXOBHas CHJia IPOAOJIXKaja TeYb TOHKUMU CTPYHUKaMH,
ofepKUBasi UeanbHYI0 TeMIIepaTypy U CUiy.

Yy JIun nexarna B 00bpsaTusAx 2KyH 1[31C109, OMHOM PYKOM KPEmKOo AepKach 3a ee 0feXkKAy. X0I0THBIN
apomar KyH L[31cios IpoHUKAJ B ee CO3HaHUe, HallOMUHAs 3amaxX Kakoro-TO JyXOBHOTO IIJI0fia,
COBCEM He CJIafKui, HaBePHSIKa HEBKYCHBIN.

[Iporo MHOTO BpeMeHY, IIpeXae YeM OHa MATKO B3sia pykKy 2KyH L13ucoa.
— Crapimas cecTpa, Bce Ipo1o, 60mbIne He O0HUT.

2Kyn 113ucio3 MefiIeHHO OIyCTHJa TojioBy Ha 1106 Yy JIuH.

— IIpaBpa 6osnbie He GOIUT?

— Vry.

2Kyn 1131CI03 HUYero He cKasalla, ¥ TOJIBKO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl TpeKpaTuia MoChIaTh
IYXOBHYIO CHJTY.

— CaHcaH, 9T0 9acTo CIIy4adeTCd B IIOCJIEAHEE BpeMH?



— Hert, — Yy JIuH 3aKphila T71a3a, MeJIeHHO BAbIXas ¥ BHIOBIXAs, IEITAsICh TAPMOHU3HUPOBATh CBOIO
IyXOBHYIO cuiy ¢ cumoi 2KyH 1131ci03. — TonabpKo mocnaenHue mapy nHeid. CTapiias cecTpa, He
0eCIIOKO¥CsI, 3TO IPOCTO CTapas mpobieMa.

Kyn 1131uci03 MojT4ana, 0 Y4eM-TO Pa3MBIIUIAS, KOTma pa3facs CTYK B OBEDb.
— Crapimas cectpa, — 9T0 0vi1 ronoc Ce dHb.

— Boiigu.

Ce fub, BOMOs, cpaldy yBUAENa, YTO OHU OOHUMAIOTCS.

...PaHbie B banu oHu X0Ts1 OBI HE JaBajid UM 3TOT0 BHAETh. Bcerma 3Hamu, YTO CTapIas cectpa u
6eccmepTHasa Uy JIuH 6/IU3KH, HO Telleph YBUAEIN 3TO CBOUMHU TJla3aMu.

Ce flHb YKpago4yKa OTBeJla B3TJISAM, fejas BUM, YTO HUUEro He 3aMeTHIa.

— Capmuch, — KyH 1I3ucios OBICTPO CMeHUIIa HAaCTPOEHKEe, YKa3aB Ha CTyJ1. — PaccKaxXu, YTO BHI
BBISICHUJIY 34 9TU OHU.

Ce flHB He LIePEMOHHUIIACH, Cejla M Hadyalla PacCKa3bIBaTh.

— Mecs1 Ha3az B CTOIHIIE IIPOU3OIIIO 3eMJIETPSICEHNE, a TIepel 3TUM UMIIePaTOp BHE3AITHO
IIpUKa3aJl OTPEMOHTHPOBATh MIMIIepaTOPCKYIO YChIaabHUIly. MBI II0J03peBaeM, 4To yTeukKa
IEeMOHMYECKOM 11 ¥ oclabjieHne evyaTH CBSI3aHbl C 3TUMU COOBITUSIMH.

KyH 1]3ucros onycTusa riasa, najblsl MalliHaIbHO raguny 4y JIus.

— EcTb eme ogHa cTpaHHOCTh, — Ipomoinxuia Ce Aub. — Bpata LIMHCION JTUILIUINCH TUTYJIa II€PBOU
cekThl [TogHeOECHOM 110 TPUKa3y UMIlepaTopa.

KyH 1]31Cr03 HaKOHeL IOJHsIa I7la3a, 3auHTEePECOBABIIUC.
— HMmMnepaTop u3pgan ykas?

Ce dHb KUBHYNA.

— HMMmepaTopcKue yKa3bl pacKiieeHbl TOBCIOAY.

Yy JIuH MOPTHYTA, pacTepsiHHasi. B MpouIoH XKU3HN OHA YHUYTOKUIIA MHOTO CEKT, U, KaXkeTcs,
cpenu HUX ObUIM ¥ BpaTa LIMHCIOH, KOTOPEIE, BEPOSITHO, HaXOOUIKCh ITOJ 3aluToH Baly, Ho oHa He
0c000 IIOMHHUIIA.

Ky# LI3ucios mocMoTpesia Ha Hee U BAPYT yNILIOHYIacCk.
— 4 nonsana. Uou oTAwIXaTh, 3aBTPa MBI OTIIPABISeMCs B CTOJIHULY.
— Ila, cTapiias cecTpa.

YToOH HE CITYTHYTH II0JI03PEBAEMBIX, OHU OCTAHOBUJIMCh Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSTHUM OT CTOJIMITHL.
Ecnu meTeTh Ha Mede, MOXKHO HOoOpPaThCs 3a YETBEPTH Yaca, HO Ha MMOBO3KE 9TO 3aMeT OBa-TPHU ITHS.

Ce fnp Havyasa nopo3peBats, 4To KyH L[31CI03 IpOCTO pemusa nmokaTaTecs ¢ Yy JIMH 1o ropam u
BomaM. OHa IoKadvasa '0JI0BOY, OTTOHSAS 9Ty HEJIEYI0 MBICIIb.



Bce u3-3a CTapLHefI CeCTPHI, KOTOPAadA, KOTHa HET HACTaBHHKaA, IIO3BOJIAET cebe BCe 4TO YrogHO.

XKyH 1I31ucro3, KOHe4HO, He 3Hasa, 0 yeM ayMmaeT Ce fAHb. OHa ynoxuna Yy JIun, HacTpausas
TeMIIePaTypy BOAH U 100aB/Isisi B Hee NyXOBHbEIE TPaBhl, TOTOBSICh IOMOYb €l IPUHATH BaHHY.

Yy JIuH HaKOHeIl BCTIOMHMJIa, YTO YTO-TO OBbIJIO He TakK. PaHbIlle OHa HUKOTAA He IPUHUMAJia BAaHHY
BMmecTe ¢ XyH Ll3ucros.

XKyn LI3ucroa... 4To Cc Heu?

— Crapuras cectpa, — Uy JIuH BCcTana, YyBCTBYS BHe3alHylo ciabocTh. OHa He MOTJjila HU YUTH, HU
COTIPOTHUBNATELCS, HeHaBuAs 2KyH L[31CI09 U B TO XK€ BpeMs HEBOJILHO TIOAIaBasiCh ee BIUSHUIO.

Kak ke oHa HeHaBHpela ce0s 3a 3To.

B xoHIle KOHIIOB, OHA OLLIa CIXAIIKOM ciiabda.

2Kyn 1I3ucios o6epHynIach, rinas3a ee CUSIIH.

— YTo0 cny4yunocs?

— 4... xouy cama... — [Ipou3HecTH 3TO OBIIO HEBEPOSITHO CTHITHO.
XKyH 1[31CI05 Ha 3TOT pa3 AEUCTBUTEIbHO PaccMesiach.

— CaHcaH, TH IIpaBfa CTECHIEIIbCI?

OHa nofomiyia ¥ Hayajia pacCTeruBaTh MyroButibl Uy JIMH, CIIOBHO 3TO OBIJIO cCaMO co0oM
pPa3yMerouuMCs.

— Pamnblmre crapiast cecTpa Toxe Tak 3aboTunack o CaHcaH, IpaBaa?
Yy JIve HaxMypuiacs, I'/idAs Ha Hee C BUIOM, XapaKTepHBIM [ Banu.
— Jt0 OBITIO B IETCTBE, — c1abo BO3pa3uiia OHa.

— Ia, — XKysx L[3ucto3 nmpogoixKaja pacCTeruBaTh MyroBulibl. — CaHCaH CKOPO MCIIOJIHUTCS OBECTH
7eT.

YcnrimaB ato, Uy JIun Gosbllle He cTala cCiopuTh. Ee ceppiie 661710 HECTIOKOWHO. YeM OGumxKe Obiyia
2Ky 1I3ucios, TeM CuIbHEE el CTAHOBUIIOCH He 110 cebe, CJIOBHO 3TO ObIII0 HAMEPEHHBIM
HAITOMUHAHUEM.

TemnepaTypa Bofsl Oblyla UAeabHOM, IIap MOMHUMAJICS, oKpaluBast muio Uy JIMH B PO30BHIY 1IBET.

XKyn L]3ucros cugena no3agu Hee, CIIOKOWHas, Kak sSICHas JIyHa, aKKypaTHO BhITAPas BOJIOCH Yy JIuH,
TaJIbIbl MSTKO HaXKKMMaJlu Ha onpenesieHHbe TOYKH, TI0ChIIas IyXOBHYIO CUITy 0€3 CIIeIKH.

Bckope Yy JIuH nouyBCcTBOBasia, YTO €€ KJIOHUT B COH. BEINAA U3 BaHHEI, OHa €[Ba MOIJjla OTKPBITh
ria3a. KyH 1131C103 B3s/1a ee Ha PyKH, Kak B AE€TCTBE.

Hy, ecnu G®I ee r7a3a He TOpPeNid KPACHBIM, 3TO ObIJIO ObI elrle GOJbIIe TOX0XKe.

Yy JIun Hapyna ryosl. OHa CHBIIIaja, YTO JeMOHMYEeCcKas MPHUPOoIa CKIIOHHA K pa3Bparty. B mpoiunoin



xu3HU B llapcTBe [IeMOHOB OHa BUfella MHOT0 TakKoro. ITo3xe oHa maxe pymarna o XKyH Ll3uctoa.
Kro OBl MOT mOgyMaTh, 4TO Jaxe MpakTukyomas deccmeptus 2KyH 1[3ucios OymeT TaKoi.

XoTs, ecnu ogyMaTh, CTaplas cecTpa NeUCTBUTEIbHO KpacuBa.

— Crapmras cectpa... — Uy JIuH IpOTsHYA, T0JI0C ee OBIJT MATKUM ¥ COHHBIM. — ¢ TakK X04y CIIaTh.

2Kyn 1I3ucios HakuHYya Ha ce0s xanaT, akKypaTHO nmoMmoras Uy JIuH HafleTh HOYHYIO PyOallKy, 3aTeM
IIPOU3HECTIA 3aK/IMHaHKe, YTOOB! BRICYIIUTh UX BOJIOCH], U yioxuia Yy JIuH Ha KpoBaTh.

— Cmu, — OHa ceJla PSIioM, TOJI0C ee OB CIIOKOMHBIM, JIUII0 MSATKHUM.

Yy JIuH 3aKphlsia TJ1a3a, HO elle He ycIesla 3aCHYTh, KaK I0YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK y Hee CBeJjIo HOTY.
OHa pe3Ko oTKphUIa rna3a. 2KyH L[31ci09 cupena B HOTaX, Iepxka ee HOT'Y, MSIT'KO MaCCUPYS.

— CunbHO? — cIIpocuiia oHa, yBuAeB, 4To Uy JIMH OTKphIIa riaasa.

— Crapuras cectpa, — Uy JIuH cena, 9yBCTBYS, KaK B TPy CHOBa CTAHOBUTCS He 110 cebe. — THI
TOXKe yCTajla, JaBayu CliaTh BMeCTe.

— CaHcaH HUKOTMA He CTOosIIa Tak Joiro. Eciu He pa3MsiTh, 3aBTPa He CMOXKEIb XOOuTh, — 2KyH
LI3uci03 cKa3ala, YMEHBIIUB JaBIeHUE, MacCUPYs HOTY OT UKPH 70 cTymHu. Hoxku Yy JIun Gbimu
OeNnbIMI ¥ MUJIBIMHU.

KyHn [I3ucros crerka HakjioHuIa ronosy, ¥ Uy JIuH He BUAeNna ee BrIpaXKeHus, HO YyBCTBOBasia BCIO
ee 3a00Ty u BHUMaHue. OHa [jake Hayajla COMHEBAThCS: NEUCTBUTEIILHO JIX 3TO Ta caMas CTaplias
ceCTpa, KoTopasi pa3opBaJjla IIOMOJIBKY U HallpaBUjla Ha Hee Mey?

— Crapmuras cectpa, — Uy JIun o6Hsma 2Ky 1[3uCi09 3a Tauio, He MO3BOJISS el MPOJoIKaTh, U
Me[JIeHHO ITPUKanach K ee rpynu. — Tl Bcerga Oynerns mobuts CaHcaH?

Cepmue 2Ky 1I3ucios 3a6umock ObICTpee, TOHKAs HOYHAs pyOalllka HU4Yero He CKpHIBasa.
— Byny, — cka3ana oHa. — Crapiuas cectpa 6obie Bcex mobut CaHcaH.
HeT, He Oypmeltib.

Yy JIuH rpoMKO Bo3pa3uia B CBOeM cepplie. TH MO00UIIh TOT0 IPeiCTaBUTENISI UMIIEPATOPCKOM
cembu LlapcTBa Jltogeii, mar 3a marom nogHuMebes mo [1ytu u, cimenys Bone Hebec, yHUYTOXKUIITH
MeHs.

9Tto HebecHoe [Tao, 1 ¢ caMoro Ha4yana oHO BeiOpaso 2KyH 113ucios.

Ha cilenyrigee yTpoO OEBATH YE€JIOBEK OTIIPABUIIMCE B CTOJIMIY Ha ABYX ITOBO3KaX. HpOGX&B 6OHBH_IYI-O
YaCThb JHS, OHM 3aMEeTHUJIH, YTO IeH3ax BOKDPYVYT CTaJI CTPAHHEIM.

IIBa yuenuka baly, MyK4YUHE-MEUYHUKY, KOTOPHIE TSHYJIU TIOBO3KHU, YBUOETH BAJIEKe
IOJHUMAIOIIYIOCS B HE00 JeMOHUYECKYIO ITM ¥ B UCITYTe OCTAHOBYIIM JIOIIAMIEH.

— CTapiuas cecTpa, BIepeay OEPEBHS, U YTO-TO TYT He Tak.

Maso TOro 4TO YTO-TO He TaK, OHU maxe B IlapcTBe beccMepTHHIX He BUOENM HUYETO ITON00HOTO.



Yy JIuH yKpamoyKa IPUIIOOHSIA 3aHaBECKY U IMOCMOTpesa Hapyxy. OHu OBLIN Haneko, HO
meMOHHYeCcKas I OblJIa HaCTOJIBKO TYCTOM, YTO €e HEBO3MOXKHO ObIJI0 HTHOPHPOBaTh. OHa
pacrnpocTpaHsaiach, Kak I'yCTOM TyMaH, CJIOBHO nputsarusas dy JIuH.

Ee cepnue 3abunoch ObICTpee. ITOT 3HAKOMBIM apoMaT BhI3BIBAJI B HEll HEBEPOSITHOE BO30YyKIEeHHeE.
Ce fHb BRIT/ISIHYJIA U3 TTIOBO3KHY U TOXKe Obljla TOpaXeHa.

— Crapuras cecTpa, 30eCh, CKOPEe BCeT0, IIO0SIBUIIOCH IEMOHUYECKOE CYILIECTBO.

XKyn 113ucroa cugena B IOBO3KE, CJIOBHO IIOTPyKeHHAs B MeIUTAINIO.

O=na He cKa3asna HM cJi0Ba, 4 Ce fAHb CHOBa BEPHYJIACh B II0BO3KY.

— Crapuras cecTpa, 3TO MECTO TakK AaleKo OT CTONIUIE], HaBePHOE, 9TO He CBS3aHO C TEM, YTO

IIPOUCXOOUT TaM.
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