Ynri0ka Ha ry6ax Banb KOs cTaHoBunachk Bcé rinybxe. Habmiomasi, Kak MOTOK JTIOfIel Ha yIIUIle
TIOCTETIEHHO PEJeeT, OH LIAaTHYJ Ha IPOe3XKYI0 YacTk.

— [Mouemy THI Bce-Taku He Kynun? — ['y UK04kK0 mocnemus 3a HUM. — 4 3a0biJ1, CIUIITKOM MHOTO
BpeMeHH npouo... [Touemy? Baus FO3!

— Cel"OJIHSI S KYIIITIO Tebe oouH, — BoHb KO3 He oTBeTHN IIpsAIMO, 4 MeOJIEHHO HAIlIPpAaBUJICA K IIPOAABIY
BOOOPOAOHEIX MIAPOB, Oe€PZXKaCh C HerI/IHy}KI[eHHOI;I rpauneﬁ.

Covnnns » 'y YK0Y2K0 ITOYyBCTBOBAJ, Kak JIMI[0 €r0 3aropaeTcs OT CThiAa. [BOe B3POCHIBIX MyKUWH, U
IpaBfa, HyKHO HecTu mapuk? Ho 310 Bans KO3 Kynum ero s HEro, OH He MOT 0TKa3aThCHl...
[Torogure.

OH BCIIOMHHUII.
YTO0 IPOMIOIIIO0 [AECATh JIeT Ha3an!

Banb O3 meicTBUTEIbHO KYIU APHK, IIOBEPHYJIICS ¥ YBHUIE, KakK IuIo 'y YK0UK0 MTHOBEHHO
TIOKPaCHEJ0, HallMBasiCh KPOBLIO. OH OB ITOJTHOCTBIO ITOTPYKEH B COCTOSTHUE «KTO 5, THe 5 U YTO S
nenato». Ecru GBI 3Ty CIleHy HaprCOBA/IA B MaHTe, €T0 I'0JI0Ba, BEPOSTHO, OblIa OB OKpyXKeHa
XaOTHYHBIMU YEPHHIMU JIMHUSIMH.

Kampe! mpormnoro ¥ HaCTOSI TS CMEHSIIM APYT Apyra. BaHb 03 mocMOTpest Ha yiKe IOB3POCIIeBIIee
nuno 'y UK04uXkK0 ¥ NIPOTAHYI €My LIapUK.

'y YkK04K0 MOJI4a IIPUHAIL €r0.

[MTectHapuaTHIeTHUH Y2KOUXKO BCE emé OYHTOBAJ, ¥ C HUM OBIJI0 HEBO3MOKHO JIamuTh. Torma BaHb
KO3 nmocoBeTOBaNCS CO CTAapPHIM APYIOM, CEKpeTapeM KOMIIaHUU U IICUX0JI0T0M, 00beIUHIII UX COBETEI
Y PEInJI B BAXKHHIN ITPa3IHUK OTBE3TH IOIPOCTKA PAa3BESITHCH.

B To BpeMsi He OBIJIO TAKKUX BHICOKHX POKOECTBEHCKUX €JI0K, U OKPECTHOCTHU XpaMa TSHbHUH He OblIx
TaK IIPOLBETAIOIIH, KaK ceiiuac. X0oTs Iiofied OblJI0 MHOTO, 10 IaBKU [IeJI0 He JOXOOHUJIO.

Manesbkny YK0492KO0 Haval KalpU3HUYATh ellle [0 Beixoga. OH rOBOPHUII, YTO JOTOBOPHIICS C
Ipy3bsIMU TIOWTH B Gap mpa3mHoBaTh PoxkmecTBo, 4To Tynou Baub K0e ycTpoun emMy 3akiodeHne U OH
BBI30BET IIOJIUINIO, YTO TOT OeccepheydHbIi, HeCIpaBeAIUBLIM U BefeT cebs Hepa3yMHO...

Banb KO3 mpocTo mompocui ero HageTh TeIUIYI0 KYPTKY, HOUbi0 OBIJIO XOJIOMHO. ManeHbKui YK04KO
0TKa3aJICsi, HaCTauBasi, YTO KOXKAHOM KYPTKH JOCTATOYHO, OHA TEIJIas U 3allMIaeT OT BETPa, a
BATHBIE MTAJIbTO HOCSAT TOJIBKO CTAphle MYKYKUHEI.

YecTHO roBops, nogpocTok ['y Y:K0uKO0 B OecTsIIel YIXNYHON OfleXKe BHTIIAAeN noTpscamoile. Ta
ofexknaa, KoTopasd Ha APYTUX BHITJISOeNa JelleBo, Ha HeM Ka3allaCh IIePenoTHeHHON MOJIOOOCThIO U
9HEprueu.

Banb KOs HacTauBam gecsaThb MHHYT, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB YCTYIIUII XU COT'JIACHUJICA.

B pe3yibTaTe, KOrga OHM BHIIIIINM Ha YJIMIY, BETEP IIOOYII, 1 MaJIeHbKHH Y2K0Y2K0 MOMEHTAJIbHO
3aMep3, IMbITAACh HE3aMETHO IIPHU2KATECA K Bans H0a.

Banb O3 ¢ yneiOkoi 1 061eryeHrueM CHSIT CBOH ITapd ¥ HAaKUHYJI eMy Ha IJIeYd Kak IIjIalll.

AtMocdepa Oblsia He 04eHb, MalleHbKUM YK0YKO0 BCE elme myncs. Yto 6s1 Baub FO3 HU roBOpUI, 0H



IPUAEPKUBAJICS IPUHIUIIA: HE CIyILIaTh, He CMOTPETh, He pearupoBaTh. COBETH APY3ei, CeKpeTaps
Y TICHXO0JIOTOB COBEPIIEHHO He TIOMOTJIH.

Banub 03 Toxke HEMHOTO0 pa3037uics. Ha ¢hoHe oKpyxkKaloIero BeCejbsi OH CTPOTO OKIUKHYII €T0:
— Yxkouxko!

['y Y2K042K0 OCTAHOBHUJICS, BEICOKO ITOMHSJI TOJIOBY, ITOBEPHYJICS U C OETCKOM SPOCTHIO TOCMOTPEIN Ha
HEero:

— Yero!?
— 41 roBOpIO ¢ TOOOM HOPMAJLHO, TaK YTO BeOu ce0s MpUuInyHee.

— Tebe He MeCTO 3TO TOBOPUTH!? — JTUII0 MaJIeHbKOT0 YK0YKO0 IMOKpacHes0. — OTIyCTUIIh MeHS B
0ap, u 5 cpa3y ke Tebe yIbIOHYCh, OTIYCTUIIL? MaMa mornpocumna Tebss IPUCMOTPETh 38 MHOM, U Th
TONBKO U [eNaelllb, YTO CMOTPUIlh? Thl 94TO, €€ HE3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHBIN ChHIH!?

— ... — Banp 03 noMmpausen. — Y KOro Tel 3TOMy Hay4uJsca?

Manenpkuit YK04K0, CKa3aB 3T0, TOXKE IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO 3TO OBUIO He 0YEHb XOPOIIO, ¥ CMYIIIEHHO
IIporyoTun octaTok ¢Gpasel. Ho xorma Baxe FOe HaxMypuics, 3T0 TOIbKO IOACTETHYIIO €T0
OyHTapCKuil OyX, ¥ OH 3aKpuya:

— 4 xouy roBopHuTh, Kak xouy! fd xouy genatsh, 4To xouy! ¥ gpyrux 6oraThix irofei BCE MOXKHO, a y
MeHs TO HeJIb3s1, 3TO Hejlb3s, 5 CBIT 110 TOPJIo!

I'maza Y HEro moKpacCHEeJIn. On OT'JIAHYJICSA II0 CTOPOHAM, OOJIBIITMMY IIIaTaMU Imopmouiesl K CTapukKy,
IIPpOOdaBaBIIEMY IIAPEI, PACTOJIKAI meTen u pOJII/ITeHefL TOPTrOBaBIINXCA C HUM, XU 3daKpHUYall:

— CKombKO cTouT? 4 BCE BO3bMY!

Crapuk nepemnyraics. OH He GBI TOCTOSTHHBIM ITPOIABIIOM IIIAPOB, CKOPEE BCET0, IIPOCTO BHIIET
nmon3apaboTaTh Ha Ipa3fHUKaX, YTOOH MOONepKaTh CEMBIO.

[Toxunas XKeHIIMHA C CeIbIMHU BOJIOCAMU CMYIIIEHHO IIOCMOTpeEJIa Ha OeTel, OKPYXKUBIIUX €€,
IOoTepJIa IITaHH ¥ CKa3asa:

— OpuH... gBaAIaTh MATh. Te IeTH CHayala CIIPOCHUIH, a OCTaJIbHOEe OTHaM Tebe, XOpoIro?

IeTu pacTepsiIuCh, PONUTEINH, KOTOPHIE TOIBKO YTO TOPTOBANIMChH, TEIIEPh XOTEIM CPa3y 3allIaTUTh.
Yxke pa3mancst pe3Kuil miad, MajleHbKre JeTH WHCTUHKTUBHO MOHSIH, YTO KTO-TO OTOMpAET Y HUX
BEIllb, ¥ 3aTeM OMH 3a JPYTUM, KaK 3apas3a, pa3Heccs Iiad.

'y YK04K0 HEHaBU[ell IeTel 10 CMEPTH U B IPOCTH 3aKpUyYall:

— 4 Bce Bo3pMy! He nonumMaete? § 3annavdy TpuanaTth 3a OOUH, XBaTUT? CKUHY THICAYY, CAA4Yy He
HYKHO!

C sTuMU CJIOBaMU OH II0JIe3 B KapMaH 3a KapTOH. YBUOEB, YTO CTAPUK CTOUT C IIyCTHIMU PyKaMU U
pacTepsiHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero, ['y YK04K0 pa3fmpakuics elle CUIbHEE.

— Het sanuunsix! EcTh TepMuHan gisg KapT!? HeT Tak ugu B COCeOHUM Mara3uH MOIPOCH, ThI XKe
3apaboTaelb, yero Tede elre He HpaBUTCs!? JIagHO, ISATHOECSAT 3a OOUH, XBAaTUT? Y MEHS MOJIHO



meHer!
— I'y UYxouxo!
Bsnub 03 ¢ KaMeHHBIM JIULIOM OEPHYJ €T0, 3aCTaBUB CIIOTKHYTHCH.

I'y Yxkouxko OBII 10 Ipefesia 00ukKeH, BhlepKasl HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH/, HO He BBIIepKal U HaKOHel]
B30PBAJICS KPUKOM:

— Yero!? 4 He npaB!? Y MeHs eCThb IeHbI'H, UTO 1 X04y, TO U fenawn!? ¥ Moeld ceMbU CTOIBKO AeHer!
Cronpko! ['0BOPAT, ©X HEBO3MOXKHO [IOTPATUTh, TI0YeMy S HEe MOry!?

— Iloyemy ApyruM MOXHO, a MHE HeT!

— 4 mpocTo X04y OBITH aKTEPOM, 51 KOT'0-TO YOUJI MY TOAXKer? B KUHOCUTH MHOTO ITapHey u3
IepeBeHb, HEKOTOPEIE flaXke He 3aKOHYMIN HavyaIbHYIO KOy, HUYEro He CMBICHISAT, HO MOTYT OHIThH
aKTepamy, IIo4eMy s, UMEHHO g He Mory!?

I'y YKouK0 KpUyas B UCTePUKe, CJIOBHO XOTeJI BHIIJIECHYTh BCI0O HAKOMUBIIYIOCS 00UIY 3a 3TO
BpEMSI.

['nma3a He MOTJIM yHepkKaTh CJie3kl, OH IJIaKajl 6e33BYyYHO, TpOMYe JeTeN PSIOM:

— MHe BooO11e He HYXKHHBI 9TH JeHbru! MHe BCé paBHO, ecyu 51 Oy[y CIiaTh IIOA MOCTOM, Tl BUMEI,
4yTOORI 51 y Tebs mpocun!? Ecnu Obl TH He 3aTallul MeHs 00paTHO, 51 OBl yKe MOSBUIICS B cepHUalle,
HeIaBHO ONUH PEXKKMCCEDP CKa3all, YTO 51 OUeHb XOPOIHii!!

— Bceé u3-3a Te6s! To 6onbHOM! KoHTponupytomui MaHbsK!! Xopo1iio, TH faellb MHe OeHbIH, S
Tpayy UX, TEMepb I X04Uy KYIMUTh IIapUK, a TH He ITyCKaelllb, Y MEHS ke IOJIHO [IeHeT, g Jaxe IIapuK
He MOT'y KyIuTh!!

Manesbkui YK04K0 IIJIaKall, 3a[bIXasiCh, CJIE3Hl KN IIeKN 00JIBIO. 061/111a, KaK JIMIIKKWE JINAHBEI,
o0BMBAJIa €T0 KOHEYHOCTH, TEJI0, IIOCTOSTHHO CXKMMasiCh BCE TyXe.

To uyBcTBO yayIbs ['y YK04K0 TOMHUT [0 CUX ITOP. Torga OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 HE IIOHUMAeT
BECh MHUP, eMy HeueM OBIJIO OHIIATh, ¥ faXkKe TPOMKHH IJIa4 MMOCPENY JOPOTH He MPHUHOCHIT HUKAKOT0
o0erueHusl.

A Bsnb O3 He NIpOSBIAN HUKaKUX 3MOLIKM, IIPOCTO CTOSI X CMOTPE Ha Hero C KaMEeHHBIM JIUIIOM,
KaK XOJIOOHBIY U XXECTOKUU UHCTPYKTOP.

[TpuyuHa BCEro 9TOT0 JaBHO BhIIETENA M3 TO0BH 'y YK0YKO0, OH IIOMHHUIT TOJTBKO, YTO IIJTAaKal.
Teneps, BcrioMuHast 06 9TOM, eMy ObIJIO TAK CTHIIHO, YTO XOTEJIOCh IIPOBAIUTLCS CKBO3b 3€MITIO B
KaHaJIM3aIlni0, YTOOR IPUITH B cels.

Y, rnsans Ha cusiomyio yiasi0ky Barb KO3, ObIJT0 0Y€BUIHO, YTO OH ITIOMHUT, ¥ IIOMHUT O4Y€Hb YETKO.

— I'y YkouxKo IMyTaKaa Ha y/ulle U3-3a TOro, YTO He CMOT KYIHUTh ITapuK. EMy Torma yxe ObLIO
mecTHanuaTth jet! He mects!

— Ecnu 6wl ceiiyac y Hero Obly1a KOPoOKa C IBITBI[OM, BEI3BIBAIOIIEH IIOTEPI0 ITaMSITH. ..

— JlagHO, He CTOM, ugeM crofaa.



Baup H0e moaToNKHY T ero, TAKTUYHO O0JIbIIE HE YIIOMUHAS 00 3TOM.

OHu Wy 10 30/I0TEIMU TUPJISHAAMY, B yllIaX 3By4asna cToneTHsAs «Silent Night», MuUMO 1I0CTOSHHO
IIPOXOOUIIM IEeBYIIKY C YKPAIIEeHUIMU U3 KOJIOKOJIbYUKOB, 10 BCeU YIIUIE Llapujla POXOeCTBEHCKasa
atMmocdepa.

B ITyMe TUTaHTCKasl POXKOECTBEHCKAA €JIKa HaKOHEIT ITOABUIIACh IIepen I'’'/la3aMHu. Osna OblzIa O4YeHb
BBICOKOM 1 HpKOfI, 3BE€30y Ha BEPXYLUIKE MO2KHO OBITO YBUOETH, TOJIBKO CHUJIBHO 3aIlIPDOKUHYB I'OJIOBY.

— C PoxpectBoMm! — C PoxpgectBoM! — Merry Christmas... — U Bac Toro xe!
[TpubnuxKamack MOJIHOYb, BOT-BOT AOJIKEH ObLI Mpo3By4daTh 60 YacoB 06paTHOTO OTCYETa.

I'y Yxkouxo 1 Baub KO3 cTOsIM BIJIOTHYIO APYT K APYTY, OH Oecco3HaTeIbHO CHOBA CXKall pyKy BaHb
HOa.

OHa Oblna HEMHOTO IIPOXJIaAHOM, HO IIYJIbC BCE ellle YyBCTBOBAJICS.
— OcTasnoce n9Th MUHYT!

Muorue cMoTpenu B TenedoHsl, ['y Y2K04K0 TOXKe CyHYJ pyKy B KapMaH. B 3TOT MOMeHT TenedoH
3aBUOPUPOBAI.

KTO0 3BOHUT B TakOe BpeMs?

On nmogusn TenedoH, Ha 9KpaHe BLICBETUIOCH: [JIuHb Cul.

Bokpyr 6b110 mymMHO, I'y Y3K0YKO0 IPHUIIIIOCH 3aTKHYTh APYTOe YX0 U, HAXMYPHUBIIUCH, CTYIIATh:
— Anno... Jluas Cu?

— ..., I . ..

CBs3b npepriBanach, ['y YK04KO IOYTH MTOJIMUHYTH He CIIBIIIAJ Iojioca C TOM CTOPOHHL. Baub H053,
3alUIas ero, MoBesl ero B 00paTHOM HAIPaBJIEHWM OT TOJIEL. [IpuMepHO Yepes aBaflaTh METPOB OH
HAKOHeIl yCIIbIIIal:

— ...HImmm... T'y... cenncen... [Tomorure!
Yrpowm Jluns Cu, cnenysl HaBUralluy, Hallle]l PHIHOK HE[aleKo OT MeCTa KUTEeJIbCTBA.

[TopeIBIINCH, OH KYTIXJI IBa ITIaKeTa OBOIIIEH, B35 II0JIOBUHY XKapeHou yTku. JInas Cu, maras 1o
JIUTIKOM TIIUTKE, BRHILIEN U3 CTAPOI0 IEPeyIiKa, IPOIIIesT T0 HEMY OKOJIO IBafllaTh MUHYT U BEPHYJICS
B «JOM», THe XKHUJI BMecTe ¢ OpaToM JIUHb.
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