Hosrili uMniepatop Benukoit Baii, Baii ®ycio3, B rima3ax MHOTUX ObUI NiereHpou. KOHoOIIEH oH
IIPOCJIAaBUJICS, CpaXasiCh Ha ceBepe U ore, yHUUTOXKUJ BocTounymw Ly, nokopun IOxHuy0 Yxkoy,
ycmupun Cuxya, ¥ BCET0 3a HECKOJIBKO JieT Bcst [logHeOecHas cTaja mpuHazaiexaTts Bail.
Pasnenénnbie Oojiee CTa JIeT YeTHIPe IJapCTBa HaKOHel] 00beJUHUINCH B ONHO.

OpmHako 3T0 coOBITHE, CITydaloleecs: pa3 B CTOJIETHE, He BRI3BAJIO 0COO0T0 axkHoTaxKa B CTOJIHIIE
Benukoit Bait — ropope Li3unio. [1715 MeCTHBIX XKUTeJiel Ipyroe coOnTHe Kyaa 00Jblile BOTHOBAIO
yMHI, 4eM oObennHeHue [logHeOeCHON, 1 faXKe PacTyIlde C KOCMAYEeCKON CKOPOCTHIO I[eHHl Ha 3eMJTIO
B LI3uHIIO.

B pectopane «Bcrneqn 3a Bomoii» B 1I3uHII0, KaK 00BIYHO, OBIIO Majio MIOCETUTENEH, IUITh HECKOIBKO
CTOJIUKOB OBLIM 3aHATHI.

['ocTy nepemenThBaIUCh, CKIOHUBIINCH OPYT K OPYTY.

— Cnmlimran nu TH, cTapuHa JIu? Harn HOBHIM uMniepaTop, o0bequHuBLIIMY [TogHe6eCcHYI0, TOX0XKeE,
cepbe3Ho 3abonen! Trl Ke 3Haelllb, CHIH MOei JalbHel POOCTBEHHUIIL CITyKUT BO fiBopIie. OH
TOBOPHUT, YTO HAIIl UMIIePaTop yKe MeJIbii MeCsI] He TOSABIIIIICS Ha ayaueHIusax! — cTapuk YxkaH
TIOHHM3UJI TOJI0C, He YOEPKABIIKCH OT TOT0, YTOOHI TOAETUTLCS C APY3bSIMU 3TOM HOBOCTHIO.

— Kaxk He cnblmath! I'oBOPST, Y HET'O TOMYTHIICS PACCYIOK, M OH KaXKIBIH TeHb IIPOBOOUT PUTYAJIEl BO
[BOpIIe, HEe TIOMMEIID, UTO 3a AyXHU ero Tep3aiT. HaBepHoe, HaKIuKal Ha ce0s 6efy, 1 Temephb ero
MYy4arT 37Ible CHUJIBI! — cTapuK JIu Toxke mo0aBUI CBOIO IOPITUIO CIJIETEH, TOBOPS Yy Th CIIBIIIHO.

— 910 He 601e3Hb U He 3JIble CUJTbl. MOM MJIeMSTHHUK, KOTOPBIHA pa3bupaeTcs B HAOCCKUX MPAKTHUKAX,
CUMUTAET, YTO UMIIEPATOP... BBI3EIBAET AyIINM, — CTapuK BaH MPOU3HEC 3TO C BAaXKHHIM BUIOM, CJIOBHO
ero nH@opmalus OblJla CaMOM TOCTOBEPHOM.

YkaH ImokKadas rrojIoBOM:

— Kakoe HecuacTbe! [lymalo, uMmepaTop, moryous L3sxa-1u, Tenepb He MOXKET OIIPaBHATHCS Mepef
IpegKaMy U TOTOMY CIIeIIXT BhI3BATh AYIIY CBOETO MJIafIIero Gpara.

JI B3OOXHYII:

— LI3s1x3-0u — 3TO OOHO, HO... KaK XKaJib Tao-maxaHs! MHe yxKe 3a CeMbIECST, HO TAKOTO XOPOIIIEro
YMHOBHMKA, KaK OH, s eIll€ He BCTpeyvall.

BaHn Toxe IIOMPA4YHeJI, YTPATHUB IIPE2KHIOI0 CaAMOYBEPEHHOCTE, U C YBA2KE€HUEM HpOI/I3HéC:

— Yro Kacaetcs Tao-max3Hs, TO OH IeNCTBUTENIBHO OBINI TIEPBHIM YeI0BeKOM B Benukoi Baii. YMEH,
KpacuB, KaKas [IeByIlIKa He MeuTajla BEIUTH 3a HEro 3aMyX? A c Tex 1op, Kak L[31x3-11 B30LIEN Ha
npecTon, Tao-gaxsHb TPYOUJICS He MOKJIafas PyK, ¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIOCIEO0BAJ 3a UMIIEPAaTOPOM B
Mup uHOM. Takyio pefaHHOCTh, He T000I0Ch CKa3aTh, He HaTh BO BCEM UCTOPUH!

Ha aToM MecTe BCce Tpoe 3aMOJT4ay, CJIOBHO YCTPOUB B CBOMX Cepfllax IIOMUHAIbHYI0 CITyk0y 1o Tao
1I3tocHl, BenuyaiiieMy TanaHTy Benukou Bay 3a mocienHue CTO JeT.

BcmomuuB 001K Tao-maxkasHs, cTapuk YkKaH He caepkKal Cles:

— ['oBOPSAT, HOBHIY UMIIEPATOP — YeJIOBEK, HeCylui HecyacTbe. OH r'yOUT ponuTtened, youBaeT
OpaTbeB, U eMy CYKIeHO OBITh JTUIIEHHLIM POACTBEHHHIX V3. Ho... Tao-naxasub Befib He OBUI eMy
POICTBEHHUKOM, [I0YEMY Xe OH TOXKe I10CTpajfan?



Ycneimas 3710, JIu TyT XKe cxBaTul YKaHa 3a pyKy:

— Crapuk YxKaH, TH 4TO, KHU3HU He NOPoXKuIlh? HoBEIY nMiiepaTop 60bllle BCET0 HEHABUAUT, KOTTa
ero Ha3bIBAIOT HECYLIUM Hec4dacTbe. CKOJIBKO JTIONEN OH 3a 9T0 yKe Ka3Hum! Thl 3a0bl7, Kak B
IIPOIIJIBIA pa3 B BOCTOYHOM KBapTaJsie morubia Bcs ceMbs JIio, IecTHAAATh YeI0BeK!

Hamomunanue JIu 3aCTaBUI0 BCEX BCIIOMHUTD TOT KpOBaBbeI IOeHb, U OHU 3aMOI4asln, KaXkIbli
3QHSJICS YaeM U eI0H, 0oJIbIle He 3aroBapuBas Ha 3Ty TEMY.

Korpma-To 3HaMeHHUTHIH pecTopaH «Bcieq 3a Bomoii» B LI3WHIT0, XOTS ¥ MPHUIIEN B yIIafoK, HO HUKOTOa
eré He OBUI HACTOJILKO TUXUM.

OroHb, OpyXue, KPUKY, U Ha CIIMHE — efIBa XKUBOM YeloBeK. Marneiinee mpoMefieHue — 1 OHu 06a
noru6HyT. Tao LI310ck MOT TOMBKO GexkaTh, 6eKaTh 663 OCTaHOBKHY.

Ho rops 6eckpaiiiy, pecienoBaTeny 6IM3K0, a CUJIH Ha ucxope. Kak oH cMoxeT y6exKaTs?

W BOT mepeq HUM OKa3ajlach MIPOIMACTh, a 3a CIIMHON — BCAJHUK Ha KOHE, HEYMOIUMO
TPUOIUKAIOITUHACS.

Tao LI310CH ¢ TOPBKOY YCMEIIKOM IOCMOTPeII Ha IPonacTs. BCE KOHYEHO, 0CTAI0Ch JIUIIb J0KUBATh
IIOCJIeHUEe MTHOBEeHUs. Jlydllle IPLITHYTh BHU3, IOKOHYUB C 9TUM pa3 U HaBCerna, YeM TepleTh
OaJjibHeUlIue My4eHus.

Hesemomo OTKy[Ha B3sABIINECA CHUIIBI IIO3BOJIUJIK €MY IIOOHATH cnaberoIrero L3sax3-ou, u qepe3
HECKOJIBKO IITaroB OH OKa3aJICA Ha KP4l IIPOITaCTH. FHYGOKO B3MOXHYB, OH IIPOLIEIITAI:

«IIpocTtu»,
Y IPBITHYJT BHU3, KCYE3HYB B KJIyDaX TyMaHa.
Tak man BeIuKUi CaHOBHUK.

Tao 1I310CHI BCIO KU3Hb CIIyKUJI CBOEH CTpaHe U UMIIePaTopy, He KaJlesl CUJI, HO BCE PaBHO HE CMOT
130eKaTh Kpaxa rocylapCTBa U Tubenu CBOeH CEMBbH.

— Tao LI3toce! — ¢ BepIIMHEL pa3paics Ayliepa3auparollnil KPUK.

Kto 3Ban ero? Yxe HU4Yero He fepzkasio ero B 3TOM MHUpPe, KTo Ovl 3TO HU OB BCE paBHO, Ha Imopore
CMEPTH BCE MPUBSI3AaHHOCTH CTAHOBSTCS TIIETHEIMHU, 3TO yKe HE UMEJIO 3HAUEeHUS.

— Tao II3rockl! Tao I13r0CH!!

['onoc 30BymIero ctaHoBuiIca Bce rpomye. Tao LI310CH 4yBCTBOBA, KaK IojioBa paCKablBaeTCs OT
00711, OH efiIBa CMOT OTKPHITh I'Jla3a, MBITAsICh PA3TIISIAeTh, KTO ero 30BET. Ho, OTKPHIB I'/1a3a, OH
3aMep B ollelleHeHUH. ThICIYM BOMCK UCYE3TH, IIPOIIacTh IpoIiana, ¥ mepef HUM OKa3a/Csd 3HaKOMBIX
nom Cy.

— Tao L3tocel! Yke moutu nmonpgens! Mama yxKe Tpu pa3a pa3orpesalia ey, eCjiy TEl He BCTaHelllb, g
oroaM e€ Cs0o buny! — 3a Bepbio pa3paics ronoc cectpsl Cy LluaMaH. OHa Kpryana, CTy4da B IBEDb,
€€ TOH MEeHSJICA OT MATKOT0 K CTpOroMy, a o0palijeHue co «BTOPOro OpaTa» Iepelo Ha I0THOe UMS.
OueBUIHO, €€ TepreHue OBIIO Ha UCXOTE.

EnBa npuns B ce6s1, Tao Li3tocsl mopyman:



«C Tex mop, Kak s ce0st MOMHI0, MeHST HUKOT'Ia TaK I'POMKO He OyIuIun».
Ho... 0H ke IOMHUJI, KaK IPHITHYJI B IPOIACTh, KakK e OH oKa3aics B foMme Cy?
«Heyxkenu BCE, 4TO 5 Iepexkus, ObIJIO UL CHOM?

Het, He MoxeT ObITh. CHadya UMIIEPATOPCKUX 9K3aMEHOB, CTPEMUTEIbHEIM B3/IET 110 KaphePHOU
JIECTHUIIE, 3aTEM TPYOHOCTH, ONTaCHOCTH ¥, HAKOHeI], Tubeb 3a CTpaHy — BCe 9T TOpPeyb U
OoTYasHUE OO0 CHX IT0P Ka3alucCh TAKUMHU pPeaabHBIMU, YTO S eABa MOT ABIIIATh.

Tak 4To Xe 3TO OBIIO?

MozxeT, 3TO TO, 0 Y4EM TOBOPUTCS B KHMKKaX — BO3BpallleHne Oymu? My BoCKpelleHne, 0 KOTOPOM
yIIOMKHAJ MOW HaCTaBHUK? A MOXKET, 3TO KakK COH UKyaH-1I3Hl, THe OH Bumes ce0s 6ab09Kkom?»

Tao LI310CcH He HaxOOuI OTBETA.

— Bcrasatt! Bropoit 6pat! Tao Li3iocet! 4 ceiiuac Boriny! — Cy LIuHM3H IpogosizKaja CTy4aTh B
IBEPB, KOTOPas yXKe Ipoxaina, CJI0BHO MO O IolLane, U, Ka3anoch, BOT-BOT PYXHET.

['onoc cecTpsl oxput, nagoHu 60neny, ¥ OHa C pa3Maxy IIHyJa IBephb, YBEPEHHO BOIMS B KOMHaTy. E€
110X0fKa OBlla PeluTeNbHOU, HO IIOAHOC B PyKaX OCTaBaJICS HEMOABUKHEIM, Ha HEM JieXKaJll 3aBTpakK,
KOTOPHIX 4yTh He pocTancs Cso buny.

Cy LlurM3H nocTaBuja MOJHOC Y, IOBEPHYBIINCH, BHUMATEIBHO ITOCMOTpena Ha Tao 1I310ck,
YOUBJIEHHO IPOU3HECH:

— Bropoti 6part, T 06EIYHO HE CIUIIL TaK KOIr0. PaHbIle, KOTHA TH BHIIMBAJI Yall ¥ YUTAJl
HECKOJIKO CTPaHMU1I, ToBap JIu TOIbKO Mpocknanack. A CerofHs T Ipociia fo nonygHs! Orery
Oecriokouscs, 4To TH 3a00JIes, U yKe OTIPaBUJI CTapiIero 6para 3a BpauoM, OH, HAaBePHOe, CKOPO
IPULET.

[Momotims 6ruxke, OHA C eIlé OOJBIINM YOuBIeHHeM no0aBua:
— O, TH Bedb 0O CUX IIOP B BUepalllHer ogexkae? YTo CIy4duaoch?

Cy LluaMsH ceinana BonpocaMmy, ¥ Tao LI310Ck, HaKOHEL, BHIIEN U3 oleneHeHuss. OH TOCMOTpeN Ha
CecTpy, KoTopasi, Kak u mpexye, Oblyia MOJIOHOM ¥ TPEKPaCHOM.

OH BCIIOMHWJI, KaK B ITPOIIJION KU3HK CECTPA, BCerma MoaoepKUBaloIasi ero, 3aKOHYKIIa Tak
nevanabHO. M He TOJIBKO OHAa — BCSI CeMbsT OblJTa CXBaueHa 9THM YeJIOBEKOM, U, BEPOSITHO, BCEX UX
JK[asa CMepTh.

Tenepb XKe, CHOBa YBHUIEB CBOUX 0/IM3KKX, BCE Tpareguu He IIPOM30IIIIN. BYJIB 3TO Hp06y}KJIeHI/Ie oT
CHa UJIX BOCKpPEIIEHNEe, KdaKad pa3HHua?

Oco3uas 3710, Tao LI310CcH yCIOKOMIICS, IPUBET ce0s1 B MOPSIOK U BCTas ¢ KpoBaTu. Eciu He6o maso
€My IIIaHC HayaTb BCE 3aHOBO, MOYeMY ObI He BOCIIOIb30BAThCS ITUM?

Tao LI310CHl BCTasl, MOTIagul I'yCThie U MATKHE BOJIOCEI CECTPEI K C TEIJIoN YHBIGKOﬁ HpOI/IBHéC:

— Buepa HEMHOTO TIPOCTYAUICS, TIO3TOMY CIIajl JOJIbIlle 00RIYHOTO. Ceiuac yKe BCE B IOPSIKE,
LIMHM3H, TOHAEM II03M0POBAEMCS C OTIIOM B MaTEPEIO.



Cy LluHM3H MOprHyna, T1sas Ha OpaTa:

— BTopoii 6pat, T KaK Oy[ATO U3MEHUJICS, HO IIPUTJISIAEBIINCE, THl BCE TOT XKe. YTo XKe B Tebe
opyroe?

Ycneimas 310, Tao LI310CH BCTPEBOXKUIICS.

«Heyzkenu cecTpa 3aMeTua, YTO 5 BEPHYJICS U3 IIPOLINION XKU3HU? ITa CTpaHHAS U MyTalollas
IpaBfa faXxke MHe caMoMy Obllla TPYIHO OCO3HATh, HE TOBOPS YK€ 0 TOM, YTOOHI paccka3aTh 00 3TOM
cecTpe».

Ho B 3ToT MoMeHT Cy LIMHM3H Becesio BOCKIUKHYJIa:

— A! 4 nonsina! Bropo# Opart, TH, HaBepPHOE, BUOEI COH, KaK CHa€Illh UMIEePaTOPCKUe 9K3aMEHH U
CTaHOBUIILCSA NepBhIM! [I03TOMY IIPOCHYJICS C TAKOM PafOCTHOM Y/IBIOKOM!

YcnrimaB 9to, Tao LI3tockl B3goxHyn ¢ o0nerdyenreM. OKa3anoch, cecTpa MpoCTo LIyTHla, U OHa
HUYero He 3aMeTua.

http://bllate.org/book/16421/1487999



