— ToI, THI Teperubaelib ManKy! — ¢ yumpékoM ckasan Llan XaH, oOpamiasics K L3un Ilo.

— Ecnu y Te0s HOYbI0 3a00/IUT KHUBOT, 5 OTIPaBIio Tebs oOpaTHO B IMIlepaTOPCKHUii TOPOL K TBOEMY
otuy, — npurpo3un Li3un o, u Llad X3H TyT XKe 3amMoi4ali, MOCIYIIHO BEPHYBLINCh Ha CBOE MECTO.

— OHu felicTBUTENbHO 3a0aBHEIe, — C uX MecTa 2KyH LI1H X0poIIo BUAEN, YTO IPOUCXOOUT MEKIY
Llax Xsuowm u 13un Ilo.

— Onn BEIPOCJIK BMECTE, U ]_[3I/IH ITo Bcermga 3a HUM IIpuCMaTPUBAJl, — IIPUBEIKHYB K UX MaHE€PaM,
[I3t0ub AHb HEe HAXOOUII B 9TOM HUYETO CTPaHHOTO.

— Y HUX [eUCTBUTEIbHO XOpolune oTHoIeHus1, — 2KyH L{uH 3amMeTun, Kak B rina3ax L[3us Ilo
MeJIbKHYJIa TeHb He2KHOCTH. ITO OBIIT He MMPOCTO B3TJISAA Ha APYra, OH ObIT TOYHO TAKUM XKe, KaK y
[I3t0Hb AHS, KOrga TOT CMOTPENT Ha HEro...

Korpga O0aHKeT IIOAOIIEN K KOHITY, Ha COEHY BBIIIEJI Hua U B TeaTPaJIbHOM KOCTIOME.
Lun Y, IIPUKPEHIB JIUIIO BEEPOM, Ha4daJl IIETh, ¥ €TI0 T'OJIOC II0PA3UJI BCEX MMPUCYTCTBYIOINX.

Ero meHue ObIT0O MEJIOOWYHBIM, C YHUKAILHEIM TeMOPOM, U 3TO GBIJI0 HACTOSIIIAM ITUPIIECTBOM IJIs
cnyxa.

Li3sau E He BrITycKan U3 PyK 60KaJ, He OTphIBas B3risAfa ot Lux U.
— OH IOET IeNCTBUTENIFHO XOPOIII0, — BOCXUINEHHO NMpou3Hec [lan X3H.

[I3un Illo Takke KUBHYI. ITOT YEJIOBEK IEMCTBUTENIHHO IeJ ITpeKpacHo. Ecnu Ok OH GBI
JKEHIITMHOM, TO, HECOMHEHHO, 0Ka3aJsics Obl B TaKOM XKe IMo0xkKeHnH, Kak 03 Yxu.

— CHayvasa [oCJyIlay, He CIIeIId TOBOPUTh, — HEOBOIBHO B3TIAHYI Ha Llan XsHa L1351 E.
— O, THL... — Ilan X3H X0Ten Bo3pa3uTh, HO LI3sH E ero nepedun.

— Tume!

3aKOHUYMB MMOCIENHION CTPOYKY, LlvH M CHOBa MPUKPHII IULI0 BEePOM U MPUTOTOBUIICS YUTH.
— Harpagute ero, — npukasal UMIIEPATOP.

— Bnarogapio Bamre BenudectBo, — LluH M mpeKIOHUT KOJIEHH, BEIpaxas 671arogapHOCTb.
KOs Yxwu, HaOmomast 3a MPOUCXOASIIAM, Hafesiach, YTO UMIIEpaToOp o0paTUT BHUMaHue Ha LIun U.
Ho uMmnepatop He onpaBhan €€ 0XKUOaHUM, faXe YCIIOKOUB €€:

— JlrobuMast, He BOJIHYHCS, THl MOST JTIOOMMHUIIA.

KOs Yxu Tuxo KMBHYyJa, CKUMAas IIJIaTOK B PYKE.

[Tobrmarogapus uMmnepaTopa, Llun Y yganuncs, u mepeq yXoooM OH B3TIsAHYI Ha L[3sH E.
Li3an E gporHyn, gepxa 60Kaj, 1 coepKa Kalllejlb, YTOOB CKPHITh CBOE CMYILIEHHE.

[Tocne yxopma Llua Y 6aHKeT MOMOIIEN K KOHILYy, ¥ UMIIepaTOp, BHIINB, Hayall MPOSBIATh UHTEPEC K
O3 Yxu.



Ero B3rmsay cTaHOBUIICS BCE O0jiee MBIIKUM, @ PYKM Hadaau OyKOaTh 10 €€ Temy.
FO3 Yxwu xoTena u3bekaTh €ro B3TJIsa, HO HE MOTJIa OCTaHOBUTD €T'0 PYKH.
VimnepaTpuila, Habiofas 3a 3TUM, CKphisia 37100y B I'/ta3ax, OBICTPO 3aMeHUB €€ YIILIOKOM.

Ona 3Hama, 4To HMIIEpPaTop OBLI HEIIOCTOAHEH, U €CJIK €Tr0 HHTepeC OBLI BBI3BAH JIMII BHEIITHOCTEIO,
TaKad IIPUBA3aHHOCTE JOJIT'O HE IIPOAJIUTCA.

Ho ona 6osimace, uTo K09 Y1 0KaxkeTcs XUTPOH U CMOXKET 04apoBaTh UMIIepaTopa.

Benp Korpa-To oHa caMa IOCTYIIH/a Tak e, CBePrHYB IIPEXKHIO UMIIepaTPHIly, KoTopas Oblia
noOpoaeTeNbHOM U TI0OMMOM UMIIEPATOPOM.

Ho maxe camasi cuibHas MPUBSI3aHHOCTH MOTJIa OBITH pa3pyllieHa, eC/I B IeJI0 BCTYIAId UHTEPECHL.
W oHa BOCIIOIb30BajIaCh 3TUM, YTOOHI BEI3BATh Y UMIIEPATOPA OTBPAIeHKE K IIPeXHeN uMIIepaTpHIle.

Ho oHa He oxXupgana, 4TO Ta OKaXKeTCs CUJIBHON M CMOXKET yﬁeJII/ITB HMIIEPAaTOPd HAa3HAYHUTh LI3t0Hb
AHS HacIeTHBIM IIPpUHIIEM.

OTOT daKT MpomoIKaa MyYUTh €€, U 0 CUX TI0P OHA He OCTaBJIsyia IOMbITOK CBePrHyTh L[310HbL AHS,
YyTOOBI IIOCTABUTh Ha €r0 MECTO CBOETO ChIHA.

Benb Tellepb HMHepanHHeﬁ Onlna OHa, U €€ ChIH OOJIZKEH OBLT CTATh HaCJIeJHBIM IIPUHIIEM.

Ho kaxk Onl OHa HU CTapaliaCh, UMIIE€PATOP HE YCTYyIIaJll, U TeIIlePhb, C IIOABJIIEHUEM HOBOU (baBOpI/ITKI/I,
€€ IIJIaHBl CTAHOBUJIUCE eIIe 0ojiee CII0KHBIMH.

HwMmepaTop moctaBui 60Kajl Ha CTOJ, ¥ My3blKa TpekpaTuaack. OH TPOMKO OOBSIBHUIT:

— Ha cerogus 6aHKeT OKOHYEH, BCE MOTYT PaCXOIUTHCS!

VimnepaTpuila yxke cobupanach yUTH CO CllyraMH, Korfa K Heii nmopoméen LI3ioas K3 u moKmoHuncs:
— Maryka.

— Bce, moxeTe unTy, g npouaych ¢ Ks, — mpukasasa uMiepaTpuLa.

— Cnyuacs.

Korpga cnyru pasowmnuck, umnepaTpuna u Li3oas Ks nomiu BMecTe.

— CHIH 3HAET, 4To MaTyIIKe HeJIErKO, U, HaBEPHOE, BEHI IIJI0X0 CIINTE, II0O3TOMY CIIEIIMAJIBHO ITOIIPOCHUII
YCIIOKaHBaKOIIIue 01arOBOHUSI I71s Bac, — CcKasal LI3toHb K3, gocTaBasd us KdpMaHa IIIEJTKOBBIN
MeEIII04YeK U I1epegaBasd ero uMIiepaTpuilie.

Wmnepatpuiia yaei0HyIack ¢ 61aroqapHOCThIO:
— ¥V K»s mo6Gpoe cepare, oH 3a60TUTCS 0 MaTepH.
— JTO0 MOii HOJT, CHIH YyBCTBYET, UTO HEJOCTATOYHO ITOUTUTEJIEH K BaM.

Cepaiie uMIiepaTpHUIbl COTPeoCch, OHa Oblla pajia, YTO y HEe€ eCTh ChIH, KOTOPHIY XOTs ObI HEMHOTO
CKpAILKBaJl €€ OMMHOYECTBO B 9TOM I'TyOOKOM ABOPIIE.



— Marymika, Kak BH fyMaeTe 0 rocrnoxe 103?
— [ToueMy THI BAPYT CIIPOCHUTI O HEl? — BhIpaXkKeHUe JIUIa UMIIePaTPULIbl U3MEHUIIOCE.
— He BonHy#MTECh, MaTyIIKa, CBIH IPOCTO CUUTAET, YTO C HEY MOXKHO HaJlaguTh OTHOLIEHNUS.

— OHa He CTaHeT JIeTKO I0BepSITh HaM, — UMIIepaTpulla moHuMara, 4To K03 Yxku Oblyia U3 IPyroro
rOCy[apCTBa, U €10 ObIIO He TaK IIPOCTO YIIPABIIATS.

II3r0Hb K3 mokauar rojioBOu:

— Ham He HYXHO, 4TOOH OHa HaM JOBepsIa.

— Trl UMeelIb B BUAY... — UMIIEpATpUlla BAPYT MOHsANA, YTO 3aayMar LI3toHb Ka.

— Jla, ecnu OHa U3 APYroro rocygapcTBa, Kak OHa MOXKET IIPEeB30MTH MaTYIIKY?

— Tol geCTBUTENBHO YMHBIM, — YIBIOHYIACh UMIIEpaTPUIla, €€ HaCTPOEHKEe Cpa3y YIy4IInIoCh.

— Torga chiH He cTaHy 0OJbllle MelllaTh MaTyIIKe OTAbIXaTh, — L[3t0Hb K9 MpOBOAKI HMIIEpaTPHUIy [0
BOPOT €€ TTOKOEB ¥ OCTAHOBUIICS.

— BosBpaiaticsa nopasbllie ¥ IIPOBOAU BpeMs ¢ UsHb, TocTapaiics ObICTpee MOapuTh MHE BHYKA.

— ChbIH mocTapaetcsi, — B ria3ax LI3ions K3 MenbkHy10 oTBpaiienue. OH He mo0un YsHb, MOXKHO
CKa3aTh, flaXke HeHaBUel. JTa KeHIIWHa, YTOOH BEIMTHY 3a HEro 3aMyK, JOoBeja ero BO3/I00IeHHYIO
o caMOyOHiiCTBa.

XoTs B ero BHYTPEHHEM [IBOpe OBIJI0 MHOTO XKEHIIWH, HaXke IMOX0XKKUX Ha TY, KOT0 OH JII00UTI, HY OfHA
13 HUX He BBEI3bIBajla y HETO XKeJlaHus UMETh OT Heé peOEHKa.

Ho oH 3Has, 4To eMy HyKeH HacCJIefHUK, YTOObl YKPENMUTb CBOM ITO3UINH.

— Houslo nmpoxnafHo, BO3Bpallaics MocKopee.

— CBIH yHansieTcs, — IOKJIOHUBIIKACH uMIneparpule, LI31ors K3 pa3BepHycs U yIIEN.

BrinuB Ha 6ankeTe, 2KyH LIuH ciierka onmbsHeN U CUAEeIT BO IBOPe, YTOOHI IIPUMTHU B Cce0s.

— Berimeit 910, 4TOOH TPOTPE3BETh, — LI310HL AHB MocTaBun nepey 2KyH LIMHOM YaIlKy C OTBapOM.
KyH LIVH KUBHYJI U IIOCJIYIIHO BEIIIUJI OTBAp.

— OTO MepBHIM pas, Korfa 1 BUXKY Te0st clerka IMbsSHBIM, TBOU IIEKU PO30BHIE, 3TO OUYEHb MUJIO.
Ycnwimas myTky L3ioHb A1, 2KyH LIuH nokpacHen:

— THI CHOBa CMEEUILCSA Halo MHOM.

— 4 He cMeloCh, 51 XBaio TeOsi, — ¢ ynbIOKoi cka3an L[310Hb dHb.

— Trl HaMeKaelllb, YTO 4 IIJIOXO [IbI0, — TUX0 Bo3pa3ui XKyH LIuH.

LI310Hb fHB paccMmestncs:



— ThI COBCEM HE IINIOXO0 HI:éH.Ib, THI BBIITWII MHOTO.

— ... — XKyu lIun He x0Tes 60/bIlle TOBOPUTH, 3TOT YeJIOBEK CTaHOBUIICS BCE Goyee
HETTOUTUTETbHBIM.

Li3toub AdHb, BUAs, 4To 2KyH LIuH HEMHOTO pa3Apak€eH, IOCIENINT YCIOKOUTE ero:
— OTO 5 BUHOBAT, HE CEepAuCh, XOPOouIo? Thl HE MbSH, 9TO S MbSH.

— ... — XKyH lluH, cinymas, Kak L[310Hb AHb NBITAETCA €ro YCIIOKOUTH, e[jBa CAEePXMUBaJjl CMeX, HO,
IIOMHS, YTO OH CEPIOUTCS, HE CTall CMESThCH.

— Trl gelicTBUTENBHO He OyOelh CO MHOM pa3roBapuBaTh? — LI310Hb AHb BCcTan, nogomen K 2KyH
Lluny c3amu ¥ 00HSJI ero 3a IIeko:

— Ecnu He Oymels co MHOM pa3roBapuBaTh, 5 MOIENTY0 Tebs.
Heixanue Li3t0Hp dHg KOCHYIOCH 1en 2KyH L{vHa, ¥ TOT CllerkKa cxarscs.

— 4 He cepxKycCb, — KOTfia HykHO Ob1sT0 cmaBaThest, 2KyH LuH coaBancs. OH Oosncs, uTo L[310Hb dHB
pasodapyeTcs B HEM M3-3a €r0 KallpU30B.

— Emé Kak cepauibCcs, TOCMOTPH, Kakoe nuIlo y Tebst, — L[3toub AdHb morenosan 2KyH LluHa B MIEKY.
[Texu XKyH LluHa cpa3y nokpacHeny, u LI310Hb AHb, yBUIEB 3TO, MOHSII €70 Ha PYKHU.
— MHe HYXKHO Kak CJIefyeT YCIIOKOUTH Tebs.

2Kyn LluH BCKpUKHYJ, 00HAB LI310HbL AHS 3a 11et0, ero IUIo OBUIO MyHIIOBHIM. [laxke JIETKOe
OIbSTHEHUE, KOTOPOEe OH YK€ CHSJI, CHOBa BEPHYJIOCh.

Lizronp Aub BHEC KyH LlMHa B cIabHIO, THE TOPEIy CBeYH, 0TOpackiBast MSATKWM CBET Ha BCE BOKPYT.

CHapyXu JTyHHBIN CBET OBbLII SPKUM, ero cepeOdpucCThie JIyYu CMELINBaIUCh C TETJILIM CBETOM CBEUEH,
HAIIOJIHSISE KOMHATY TEIJIOM...

JleTHUY 3HOHM CTAHOBUJICS BCE CHUJIbHEE C KaXOBIM THEM.

Panpmie I13toub AHb 1 2KyH LIUH 9acTo I'yIaIu y IOTHOXKKS TOPhl paHHUM YTPOM, KOTZia B JIeCy ObLI
IIPOXJIaIHEIM BETEPOK.

Ho ceiigac, maxke He IPOUAS U MOJIOBUHEI ITyTH, )Kapa CTaHOBUJIACh HEBBIHOCUMOM.

2Ku3ub B JIeTHeM mBopIie Oblyla CIOKOMHOM, ¥ TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOP KaXK[IblH IeHb 3aHUMaJICs
rOCyJapCTBEeHHLIMU [ejlaMy, IPOoCMaTpuBasi JOKJIaAbl YNHOBHUKOB.

OcTanbHBIE K€ TTPOBOIUIIM BpeMsi B 6e3mernbe, Befb 10 MiMmepaTopckoro ropoaa ObIIO MTOYTH [IeHb
IyTH.

[ABTOpCKOE MpuMedaHue: 3meck HeT aOCOTIOTHO XOPOIIHUX WIIH IIJIOXUX JII0JeH, Be[lb KaXK/IbIi CTOUT
Ha Pa3HBIX CTOPOHAX.

¢ oueHb OarogapeH BCeM, KTO YHTAeT MOM paboTEHl, Ballla MOAIePKKa — 9TO MOS I'JIaBHAs
MoTtuBanud. JIro6mro Bac!!!]
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