I/IMr[epaTop OBITT BEChbMa OOBOJIEH TEM, KaK KHA3b CroaHb CIIPaBUJICA C HABOOHEHUEM. OH He TOIBKO
IIOBBICHUIJI Hy JIuHBE B 3BaHUU U TUTYJIE, HO U IIepeaall eMy IIOJIOBUHY TIOJTHOMOYHH 110 YIIPABJI€HUIO
BOEHHLBIMHU [I€JIaMHU.

BoeHHEIe mera, Kak ciiegyeT U3 Ha3BaHUdA, ABJIAIIACE HEHTPAJIbHBEIM OPraHOM YIIDABJIEHU A apMI/IefI.

Takas Harpaga Oblyla HeBUIAHHOM MaXke IS HACJIeMHOTO MPKUHIA, U HEU3BECTHO, 00EPHETCS JIX 3TO
Oarom wiu 0emon misg KHa35% CloaHsb.

I‘Iy [MInmu, r[epe61/1pa;{ BETOYKKM MUHHATIOPHOT'O JE€PEBIa Ha CTOJIE, OBIT HOpr}KéH B MPA4YHEBIE€ MEICJIHA.

FOBOPHT, 49TO cepane IMpaBUTEIA HEIIOCTUZKUMO. Pa3Be 9T0 He SIBHHIM HaMEK Ha Pa3XKunuraHne BpazKabl
MeXKOYy HaCJIeJHBIM IIPUHIEM U KHA3EM Croanb? HemoHSTHO, 4TO 3aayMall 3TOT CTapBIfI HMIIEPATOp.

Xots Jly JInHbe OB CAMIIKOM 3aHAT, YTOOH Iocemats bamuio MydaH, y Uy [unu Kaxabii geHb
OBIJI0 IOJTHO TOCTEN. YCIIbIaB IIyM 3a JBEPhI0, OH Cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO NPUIIIa MajleHbKas IpUHIecca.

W pericTBUTENBHO.
— A-JIu! — AHOp BOpBanachk B KOMHATY, HeCd B pyKaxX Ky4y Belleu.

Yy IIuny yKe MIPUBHIK K TaKOMY IoBefeHui0. OH BCTasl, YTOOB IOMOYb € pa3/I0KUTh BEIU Ha
cToJe.

OrnsgHyBLUIMCH Ha TOOAPKH, CII0XKEHHbIE B YTy, OH C Y/IBIOKOM ITOCOBETOBAJ:

— Baime BricouecTBo, BaM He 00s3aTe/IbHO MTPUHOCUTD CTOJIHKO BeIle, KOToa BhI IIPUXOIUTE.
AHop KuBHya, HO Yy [lIunm 3Ham, 4TO €€ CI0Ba BJIETAIOT B OMHO YXO U BHIIETAIOT U3 OPYTOrO.
YBumes, uTo A-JIu BCE elll€ BO3UTCS C paCTeHUSMHU, OHA B3sJIa ero 3a PyKy U IOTpscra:

— A-JIu, A-JIu, 0TIOXKM 3TO, Y MEHS BOIIPOC.

Yy IIunm nocMOTpen Ha HeeE:

— Yto Bac uHTEpecyeT, Bame BricouecTBo? 4 caylao.

— Pacckaxu MHe 0 KHs13e CroaHe, XOpOIIIo?

— Kusase Croane?

Yy Illunu Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMep, B ero [AyIlle BCIBIXHYI0 0eCcroKoincTBo. OH HATIHYTO YCMEXHYJICS U
CIIPOCHUJI, Jeflas BUM, YTO 3TO HEBaXkKHO:

— [Touemy BEI Tak UHTepecyeTech KHsA3eM CroaHeM?

AHop nogHecsa yauky K rybaM, 1 Ha e€ Julle TIOSBUICS JIETKUM pyMmsiHenl. OHa HaKJIOHWIACh OImxke
U IIeNHYya:

— AGy... AGy xoueT, 4TOOH 5 BBIIIIA 3aMyXK 3a KHA35 CioaHs. OH TOBOPHUT, YTO KHSA3b CI0aHb —
MHOT000eIIa0IIAN YeI0BeK...

*Ienk.*



B pyke Uy [llunu oka3anack COpBaHHASA BeTKa.

OH B3r/ISIHYJ HA He€ ¥ OPOCUTI Ha CTOJI, ero ynbl0Ka nobnexna:

— B TakoMm cny4ae, KHs13b CI0aHb COTJIaCUJICS Ha OpaydHbIN CO103?
AHOp nOKpacHesla U 3acMesiyiach:

— ¥V Bac B LleHTpanbHOM OUHACTUU TOBOPAT: «POOUTENHN pellaioT, CBaThl JOroBapuBaTCca». KHA3D
CroaHb, JOJIKHO OBITH, COTJIACUTCH. ..

— XBaTtut! — npepsan e€ Uy llunu. — Ecnu Baire BreicouecTBo X04ueT y3HaTh 0 KHA3e CioaHe,
CIIPOCHUTE €T0 caMu. [IpOCTHIM JIIOOSAM 3allpeleHo 00CyKaaTh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CEMbIO.

— Yxke no3gHO, Bame BricouecTBO, BO3BpaIlauTeCh JOMOM.
Yy Illunu TakuM 00pa3oM Haj MOHSTh, YTO BUSUT OKOHYEH.
AHOp B3rJIgHYyJIa 3a OKHO... CBETHIIO COJIHIIE.

Ona Oblyla 030pHOM, HO KaK IIPHHIlecca He Oblla riaymna. OHa MOHAIA, 9YTO A-JIU pacCTPOeH, XOTS U He
3HaJIa I0YeMy.

— Xopotuo, A-JIu, OTOOXHH.
AHOp cornacunach, yKpagKou B3TJITHYB Ha HETO, U YIIia.

Korpga Bce yuumu, Uy [Iunu nmomomesn K OKHY, YTOOH IIOABIIIATE CBEKHUM BO3YX0OM, HO €T0 PYKa,
CKUMaBIlIasi paMy, CTAHOBHUJIACh BCE Kpemye.

OH riy6oKo B3moxHy. Eciu 661 3T0 OB KTO-TO Apyroi, Yy IlIunu He yyBCTBOBAJ OB TAKOTO
OecroKolCTRa.

Panbllle, ecly KTO-TO OCMeINBaJICcs AyMaTh 00 Ae, OH mpocTo youBas ux. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 3To OblNa
AHOD...

OH OBITT KeCcTOK, HO He Oe3paccyneH. AHop Oniyla JoOpocepaeyHoi, u Opak He ObI e€ upeeit. Kpome
TOT'0, OHa MCKpeHHe 3aboTunack o Uy [umu.

OtmaTh AHOP HaC/legHOMY IIPHUHILY...

Yy [lunu TyT Xe noKavas ronoBoii. Hu B KoeM ciiydae Henb3s T03BOJIUTH HaCIeIHOMY IIPUHITY
TIOJTyYUThb TO, YTO OH XOueT!

Ho... oHa He MOXKeT BHIMTHU 3aMyXK 3a ero Ae!

Korpga Jly JIunbe HaKOHeIl 0CBOOOAMIICS OT ABOPIIOBHIX MI€JI, OH Halll€JI HEMHOTO CBOOOIHOT'0 BpEMEHH.
BricTpo npuBens ce6s B MOPSOK JO0Ma, OH OTIpaBuics B bamHio MydaH.

[TogHsBIINCH HABePX, OH 00HaAPYXKWI, 4To B KoMHaTe Uy IIIunu He Topen CBeT.
Yxke cout?

Jly JIuHbe ¢ youBIE€HUEM TUXO OTKPHLUI ABepb U yBunes, 4yto Yy llunu cTOUT y OKHA.



KoMHaTa Gbiyia morpyxeHa B TeMHOTY. OH CTOSIJI, OITyCTHUB T'OJIOBY, €TI0 JIUII0 CKPLIBATIOCh B TEHH, U
T CcaObll TYHHBIM CBET Mafal Ha ero CBETIIO-3eJIEHYI0 OfeXKY, IPUAaBas eMy HeKUU XOJTOIHbIN
OTTEHOK.

— IToyemy THI He 3aXK€r cBeT, A-JIu? — c yneiO6koit cipocun Jly JIuHbe, B3IB KOPOOOK CO CIIMUKaAMU U
IIOJIONU[S K CBEYe.

TonbKO OH MOJHS PYKY, KaK YCIBIIIaN CIoKOMHEIH ronoc Yy Hlumu:
— WmMmnepaTop mpenioxui Tebe KEeHUThCS?

Pyka Jly JIuabe 3améprna. OH NOHA, ToueMy aTtMocdepa Oblia TaKOM HanpsKeHHON. OKa3bBaeTCs,
A-JIu yxe 3HaI.

OH pemus He 3aXKUTaTh CBET U nopoiéen K Uy Mlumu:
— Yto? Tl peBHyeIb?

Yy [Iunu He 0TBETHUJI, a IIOLHAJI I'OJIOBY U CIIPOCHUITL:
— Tw cornacumncsa?

[Ipu nynHOM cBeTe Jly JIuHBe yBULENI Mpak B €ro rjia3ax, ¥ ero cepale cxkajloch. Bcs myTnuBoCTh
MIHOBEHHO HCYe37Ia.

Ox B35 Yy llIunu 3a miedu, HaKJIOHUJICS ¥ IIPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEro:
— XOTs oTel AeUCTBUTEJIbHO MPEAJIOXKUII 9TO, S He COTIaCuJICH.

Jly JTunbe yBumen, uto Yy llunu Bcé elé He peaTupyeT, CIIOBHO ero Cepile OKaMeHeso, 1
TIOYYBCTBOBAJ TPEBOTY:

— 4... s1 6osinics, uTto Tebe OymeT OONIBHO, ¥ XOTEJ CHAvYalla PEIIUTh 3TOT BOIPOC, IPeXie YeM
cka3aTb TeOe. f He XOTesl HUUero CKpeBaTh. A-JIu, MOBEPh MHeE.

Ho Yy Iunu mpoposkan Mojiya CMOTPETh Ha Hero. JIy JIuHbe ObUT Ha TpaHU TOTO, YTOOH! yIIacTh Ha
KOJIEHU U TIOKJISICTHCS.

Korpga on YXKe Ha4daJl JIOMAThb I'OJIOBY, KdK IIPOOOJIZKHUTE YCIIOKAXUBATE €I'0, BHE3aIIHO YCJIBIIIAJI JIETKUM
CMEIIOK.

OH TIOmHSI TOJIOBY ¥ YBUAEN, YTO B ria3ax Uy Illunu mossBunachk yiasibKa, ¥ HU Clefla He 0CTanoch OT
IIPEeKHEro THEeBa.

Yy [lunu nogHsn 6poBk:
— JlagHo, 60JIbIIIe HE MOTY MPUTBOPSITHCS. XBAaTHT.

C aTuMU CJI0BaMHU OH ITOMOIIEN K CBede U 3axkKer e€. OOepHYBIINUCH, OH yBUmen, uto Jly JIuabe Bce
elIl€ CTOUT KaK BKOTIAHHBIN, ¥ TIOMaxaJl PyKOii Tepef ero JTUI[OM:

— Ae, Ae, He CTOH KakK CTOJIO.

Jly JIuabe BCE elre ObUT B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE, U TOJIBKO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi IIPUIIET B cels.



YBumes HaCMEIITUBLIA B3rJIAn qy umu, oH pacCCMedCsa U, IPUTBOPAACE 3JIBIM, YIIUITHYII €TI0 3a
HOC:

— Hy 181 gaéms, A-JIu, ocMenuscs NONIIyTUTh Halo MHOU. TH 4yTh He TOBEJI MEHS 10 CMEPTH.
Yy [Iunu 3acMessics U B34J1 ero 3a PyKy:

— Tak u Hajo. DTO HakalaHue Oiga Ae.

— Haxkazanue? — ynusuics Jly JIuase.

Yy vy yBepeHHO KUBHYIL:

— 4, xoHeuHO, Bepio Tebe, HO mpexiokeHne 0 6pake — 3TO MpaBaa, ¥ MO THEB TOXKE HACTOSAIIUN.
He X04y 0CTaBaThCs B IPOUTPHIIIE, IO3TOMY [OJIKEH IOIYYUTh YTO-TO OT Tebsi, 4TOOBI UyBCTBOBATh
ce0s nyyrie.

Jly JInHbBe ITOKayasl rojioBoM, CiIyIlasi ero JOTUYHbEe apTyYMEHTHL:
— TBOW XapakKTep OelCTBUTEIIBHO BEHIIIEe MOUX CUJl, A-JIu.
Yy [Iunu ropao GBIPKHYI:

— XoTs 3T0 OBIJIa UTPA, MOU SMOIUH OBUIM HACTOSINUMHY. ECiy OBl THI HeHCTBUTEILHO IIPeHas MeHs, s
OBL...

— YTto OB TH cHmenal, A-JIu?

Yy llvnu TKHYN nanbleM B rpyab Jly JIuawe:

— 4 OBl IPOTKHYJ 3TO MECTO U IMIOCMOTPEJI, CKOJILKO JIIOIeN MOXKET IIOMECTUTLCS B TBOEM Cepfle.
Jly JIuHbBe B34J1 €r0 3a PYKY:

— A-JIu, Moxemb OBITh CIIOKOEH. f CKa3all, YTO B MOEM CEepPAIle TOILKO THI.

— Ho npennoxenue o 6pake BCEé paBHO 3aCTAaBUJIO MEHS ITPOBECTH BECh MEHb Y OKHA B TpeBore. Th
maxe He MPUCIIal HUKOT0, YTOOBI COOOITUTL MHE 00 3TOM, U 5 y3Hal 06 3ToM 0T AHOD.

Jly JIuHBe MOHSJ, YTO OH BCE €eIé 3MIUTCS, U YCIOKOWII €ro:

— 9T0 MOos BuHA, o0eIrao, 4To OOJIbINE TAKOTO He MMOBTOPHUTCS. Tak 4uTo, A-JIu, y Tebs ecTh umes?
Yy [Iunu momHSI r7la3a, U B HUX 0JIeCHYIa UCKpa:

— 4 X094y NOXUTUTH NPUHIECCY.

— [Toxututh npunnieccy? YTo T UMeelb B BURY?

Yy IIumm momoIIéen K CTOIY U CeJl, CMOTPSI Ha Hero C Kajo00HBIM BUIOM:

— Ae, s TononeH. Bech meHb 3NMUIICS U €LIE He el.

Hy JIuHbE YOUBUIICA, HO C HE2KHOCTBIO IIOTJIaAUJI €TI0 I10 I'0JIOBE:



— A-JIu, THI BCera TaKOU HENpenCcKa3yeMbli.
Ho Bcé ke 1mo3Bas CIyr U 3aKa3asl efy U3 pecTropaHa CaHbCSH.

Yy IlIunu ¢ yooBIeTBOPeHHEM CMOTPeN Ha CTOJI, YCTaBlIeHHBIN O/IioflaMy, 1, eBa HayaB eCTh,
TIPOOJIKHIT:

— Anop — nmrobuMasi MIafas 4OYb MOHTOJICKOTO XaHa ¥ BaXKHas rocThd Ipu gBope. Ecnu takas
BaxkHas ITepPCOHa IIPOMafiET Ha Mapy OHEU, 9TO BBI30BET XaocC.

Jly JIuHbe, IogKIaneBas eMy ey, KUBHYIL:
— 3Jt0 nmpaBaa. Ho Kak 9To CBSI3aHO C MpemyIoKeHneM o Opake?

— KoneuHo, cBs3aHO. f He x04y, 4TOOH AHOP BHIXOOUJA 3aMyK HU 3a Te0s, HU 3a HaCIeqHOTO
npuHia. Ho 3To yxke 006CyXKaeHO IIpX OBOPE, U UMIIepaTOp He MOXKET OTMEHUTh CBOE pellleHue.
OpHako MOHTOIBCKMM XaH MOXKeT. Ecnu npuHnecca nomnafeT B 6eny B LleHTpanbHOM OUHACTHH,
IIPSIMO B CTOJIMIIE, TIOJT HOCOM y UMIIEpaTopa, IIaHCH Ha pacTOpzKeHue Opaka BEJIUKH.

[TaHCH OBITH, HO 3TO He OBIIO CTOMPOIIEHTHOM rapaHTUEN.

Yy [Iunu 3TO TOXKE YUUTHIBAJ, HO CEYac, KpOMe 3TOTO METOa, 0CTaBajIoCh TOJTBKO YTOBOPUTH AHOD
0TKa3aThCs OT Opaka.

Ho oH He Bepu, 4TO CMOXKET Ha 3TO IOBIUSATH, XU 9TO MOTJIO OBl BHIIATh €T'0 OTHOIIeHus ¢ JIy JIuHbe.
B o6uiem, Bo BcéM BuHOBAT JIy JIuHbE!

[[TycTo]
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