u X3H, YCIIBIIIaB 3TO, ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI Hel'IpPIHTHbeI IIPUBKYC BO PTY. On IIOJIYIIPUKDPBHIJI T'Jla3a, U B €T0
T'OJI0Ce 3a3By4Yalla OIIaCHOCTh:

— [lo3gpaBnsents MeHs?

On cmoTpen Ha Jlawb CHYXKY, KOTOPHIH BHTIISNEN TaK, OYATO HUYEro He TPOU30IIIO, ¥ eT0
pa3[paxeHue TONbKO YCUIUBAIOCh. 3aueM eMy 9TH mo3apasnenus? Ho oH melCTBUTENTbHO HE MOT
CKa3aTh HUYETO IPUSITHOTO, ¥ 3TO Pa3fpaxkaro.

HewussecTHO nmouemy, u X5H IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK B HEM IIOJHUMAETCA 68C1'IpH‘-IPIHHBIfI THEB, U EMY
3aX0TeJIOCh ITPHUZKATh YE€JIOBEKa B CBOUX O0BSTHSX U B3STh €T0 IOJTHOCTEIO.

OH xoTeJ u30aBUTHCS OT 3TOT0 PA3TPaKeHUsI, HO Y Hero HU4Yero He moJy4anock. HeCKombKo qHen
Ha3af OH AyMaJl, YTO B3SB HAJIOKHUITY, CMOXKET U30aBUThCSI OT CBOMX YYBCTB K JIaHb CHYXKY, HO,
yBueB ero, Llu X3H MOHSJI, YTO BCe ero YCUINS OBIJTM HallpPaCHBHL.

OH He MoT U30aBUTHCS OT 3TOTO JKeJIaHHUs, OH X0Tell Teso Jlanb CHYXKY, XOTeJT BUAETh, KaK TOT
6eCIIOMOIITHO JIEXKUT Ha KPOBATU U 30BET €I0 «MMIIEPATOPOM».

OH, mOJIKHO OBITH, COIIEN C YMa.
Jlanp CHuKy MIHOBEHHO 3aMOJTYall.

HiMmiepaTop meHCTBUTENBHO OBINT HEmpeackKa3dyeM. TOIBKO YTO OH OBINT CIIOKOEH, a B CIIEAYIOLIYIO
CEeKYH[Iy ero HaCTpoeHue U3MeHuII0Ch. Llu X3H BhI3BaJI €ro, YTOOB IIPOCTO BHLIMECTUTh Ha HEM CBOE
IIJIOX0€e HaCTpoeHue?

B cnenytomuit MomeHT Llu X9H HaknIoHUICS K HeMY, ¥ JlaHb CUYXKY 3aKpbUI I'Ta3a, HAXMypUB OPOBYH,
CJIOBHO OXKUMas 4ero-To.

B ero ymax pasgaicst XOJIOOHBIN CMeX:

— Jlanp CHuxKy, TH JyMaelllb, 1 cOOUpaCh CoenaTh? — YBUIEB UCIYTraHHOE BEIpaXKeHue nulla JIaHb
CH4Xy, OH YCMEXHYJICS U 00BICHUII:

— CeropHs g He cobupascs TporaTth Tebs.

Jlanb CUYXKYy Pe3K0 OTKPHII I'ja3a.

— Ho Teneps g nepenymart.

3ateM pyka Llu XsHa npoHuKna nop ogexnay Jlanb CU4XKy, pa3Bsi3aB ero mosic.

Y10 oH cobupasncs menaTthb?

Iu X9H TepHIenuBo CKa3am:

— 4 BnepBHI€e... IeJIal0 TaKoe AJis KOro-To. Jlanb LIuH, TE yAOCTOEH BEIUKON YEeCTH.

Teno Jlaup CUYXKY 3aip0oKao, ¥ CUIbHOE BO30YyKIeHNe 3aCTaBUIO €0 BHTHYThLCS, U3 ropia
BBEIPBAJICS XPUILJIBIA KPUK.

— HMwMnepatop...



OH xoTej, 4ToOh Iz X5H 0OCTaHOBUIICS, HO CJIOBHO YTO-TO CXKaJ0 ero TOopIJIo. B komMHaTe OBIJIO THXO,
TOJIBKO CJIBIIIAJICA IIYyM TKAHHU U crmaboe oeixanue JlaHb CI/IT-I}Ky

Yepes HEeKOTOpPOe BpeMsl KOMHaTa CHOBa 3aTHXJIA.
— { no¥ny NOMBITH PYKH, KAU MEHS, ¥ MBEL BMeCTe I0II00yeMCsl CHETOM.

Jlarp CHUXKY JIeKajl Ha KpoBaTH, c/1abo [iblia, ero B3risan Ol paccessHHBIM. OH OIyCTUII TaJIbITH,
BpeMsi OT BPEMEeHH XBaTasl Kpall IOCTeIbHOTO II0JI0Ta.

Lu XoH Obls rpy0, 1 HECKOJILKO pa3 OH MPUYUHUII eMy 0OJIb.

B apmuu oH Bcera ObIn OUCHUATIIMHAPOBAHHLIM U COEPKAHHBIM, HUKOTTIa He ITO3BOJIsII cebe
nono6Horo. Ho oH moskeH ObUT MPU3HATS... YTO 3TO OBIJIO HE TaK yXK IIJI0X0, TOpas3fo JIy4ile, 4eM
kKorga Ly Xa3H npuHyXKaan ero.

Ho... 4TO OH TOJIBKO UTO CKa3aj?

[Iu X2H X0TeN BMeCTe C HUM I0/1000BaThCs CHeroM? Heyxkenu OH IeHCTBUTEILHO BHI3BAJI €T0 [JIS
TaKUX OJIarOPOOHBIX fIen?

JlaHp CHUYXKY OyMaJ, 4YTO MeXAy HUMU MOXKET ObITh TOJIBKO OfIHO.

Tuxoe xXypdyaHue BOOH pa3fganoch cHapyxHu, Ly X3H geliCTBUTEILHO MOIIE MEITh PYKHU. JIaHb
CHuXKy BCIIOMHHUJI, UYTO OH CMBIBaJI, ¥ €r0 JIUI[0 IIOKPaCHEeo.

Iu XoH1 BEPHYJICA K KPOBATH, YBUIIEB €0 B TAKOM COCTOSHHWH, B €I0 I''tTa3aX MEJIbKHYJIa TEHb.

Jlaub CHYXKY JIeKaJl, IOJIypa3deThli, ero Oesble KITIOYHIIEl OBITM OTKPBITH, OH JIeKall Ha KPOBaTH,
BBI3HIBAS JKeJlaHuUe.

— JI:00MMEIN MUHHUCTP, KaK JOIT0 Thl COOMPAEIIbCS JIeKaTh?

B03MO0KHO, TOTOMY YTO OH TOJIKO YTO YOBJIETBOPUII 9TOTO YesnoBeka, Llu XoH rosopus ¢ 6ombiuen
yBepeHHOCThI0. OH mogomien u moMor Jlanb CUYXKy CeCTh, OIEPEBIINCh Ha KPOBaTh.

Jlanp CH4XKy IOCMOTPEJ Ha CBOI0 00HAXKEHHYIO KOXKY U CJIeTKa IIPUOTKPLLI I'yOHI:
— Ia.

OH [ONTO CITyKUJI B apMUK U OJEBAJICST OUeHb OICTPO. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE OH yXKe CTOsT mepeq Liu
X3HOM, TIOJTHOCTBIO OJETHIM, €T0 JIUI0 OBIJIO CIIOKOMHEIM, ¥ HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, UTO OH
TOJIBKO YTO HACJIAXKOAJIC.

Llu XaH Beimten, u Jlanb Cuuxky OBICTPO IIOCTIEN0BAJT 33 HUM.

CnuBoBBIE EPEBBS BO ABOPIIE BCETMA IIBEJIM JIyUllle, YeM rae-nubo eme, 0co6eHHO KpaCHBIE CITMBEL
nepep 3asoM YsHbSH, KOTOPHIE BHITJISAEIN IOTPSICAlolle B CHETOMIay,.

T'0BOPST, YTO JIIOAK BO ABOPIE YMEIOT HaclaXkOaThCs XKU3HBIO, X BCE, YTO OKPYXKaeT UMIIepaTopa,
OBLIIO TyYIero KauecTna.

Jlanb CH4Ky HEBOJIBHO TIOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYI0 rpycTh. Eciu 661 Ly XoH 3axoTer, mogu Obl
IIPUCHITIATIM €My CaMBIX Pa3HBIX KpacaBHull, 3a4eM eMy OBITIO epKaThbCs 3a OMHOTO YeJIOBeKa.



Ecnu 651 LIu X9H IeNCTBUTENBHO OB TaK T'Ty00KO BIIIOOIEH B HETO, IOYEMY B IIPOIIION XKU3HU OH
mecsThb neT yb6axkas Ty KpacaBHUIly, CBATYIO IeBy CHUTaHb?

B ceppuie Ll X3Ha OH... OB BCETO JIUIIb HUYEM.
YBupges 3apgymMurBoe BeipaxeHue Jlaub Cuuxy, Llu X9H HETOBOJIbHO HAXMYPUJICS:
— O 4éM TH OyMaelb?

Jlaup CHYXKY CJIeTKa pacIIMpHUl rjaasa, CJIOBHO BHE3AIIHO IIPepPBaHHBIN. B clenyiomuii MOMEHT OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI TEIJIO B CBOEI JIaJIOHHU.

Pyka Ilu X3Ha cXkaja ero pykKy.
— HMMmeparop...

Jlaub CHYXKY MHCTUHKTHBHO XOT€JI BEHIPBATHCS, HO HE CMOT 0CBOOOOMTL CBOIO PYKY. Llu XaH
TIPUJIOKUI CUILY, ¥ OH HE MOT JOOUTHCS CBOETO.

— B cagy HUKOTO HeT, s BCeX OTIIYCTHUIL.

Lu Xou o0usn Jlanp CUUXKY C3au:

— Tl'eneparn JlaHb, Thl OOUIILCS, YTO OHU Y3HAIOT O HAIIKUX OTHOIIEHHUSX?
KoneuHo, oH 605171CsI, HO 3TO He UMEJI0 3HAYEHHS.

u X3H menarn Belllyd, TPOTHBOpPeYalle YeJI0Be4eCKOM IPUPOfie, ¥ B IPOIIION XXKU3HU OH, Kak
MYXK4WHa, JeCSATh JIeT ObLJI UMIIEPATOPCKUM HaJI0KHUKOM. Torfa Bech MUP 3HaJI, KaKie OTHOUIEHUS
onimu Mexay Jlaub Cuuxy u [y XoHOM.

B aTol XKM3HU, ecln ]_[I/I X3H 3aX04eT, OH MOIXKEH GYJIGT HeMeJIEHHO COaTh CBOX BOEHHEIE
IIOJTHOMOYHUS U IIepeexXaTh BO OBOPeEN ®oHIM.

Ero xXu3Hu 1 cBOOOMA B ABYX KU3HIX OBITH ITOJ KOHTPOJIEM 3TOT'0 BEICOKOT'O MYKYHUHEI, €T0 XKU3Hb
HUKOTHA He MPUHAJIexkaja eMy, ¥ CTpax Obl OecroneseH.

JTanb Cu4XKy mocTapascs caeaaTh CBOU I'OI0C CIIOKOMHBIM:

— ViMmepaTop, CHET yCUIUBAETCS, faBaliTe BEPHEMCS IO KPHIIIY.

I X3H cy3us riasa, 4 ero BhlpaxkeHue CTajo XOJIOLHBIM.

9TOT YelOBeK HUKOTTIa He 3Hall, KaK YyTOIUTh eMy, UTOObI 00JIerdYuTh CBOM CTPafdaHus.

OH orttonkuyn Jlane CUYXKY, HO He paccyuTasn cuiy. Ha CKOJTb3KOM CHETY OHU 00a MMOTepsiiu
pPaBHOBeCHE U yIalu B Cyrpoo.

B momeHT napenusa Ly X9H UHCTUHKTUBHO NPUKPLUT JlaHb CHUYKY CBOMM TEJIOM.
Jlarp CHYXKY ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero MUP IIePEeBEPHYJICS, HO OH He OUTyTUJI 00K OT MafgeHus.
Ero ronosa yTkHynace B rpynb Llu X3Ha, ¥ UX [103a BHIJISAeNIa KpaliHe UHTUMHOM.

]_[I/I X9H TOXKe 3aKpPHIJI T'JIa34a, €T0 6p0BI/I ObIIH HaXMYPEHEI, 1, CyOs I10 BEIPDAXKEHUIO JINIla, OH I'1e-TO



yumbes.
JlaHb CH4YXKYy OBICTPO TIOOHSJICS:
— HMmMnepatop! Bl paHeHBI?

Ou 6rIcTpO BCcTan u nomor Iu Xsuy cecTs. Korfa ol mogHUMAJ €ro, OH CIy4alHo 3afiesl 4To-To, U Llu
X3H BCKPUKHYJTI OT OOJIH.

Jlaub CHYXKY XOTeJI CHSTh €T0 Calory, HO ero pyKa Obljla OCTaHOBJIEHA.

— Bam cnyra moug€eT 3a BpauoM.

— He Hapo.

Pasgancsa HenpeknoHHBIM ronoc Ly XaHa.

OH mpucTaabHO CMOTPENT Ha ucmyranHoe nuio Jlaub CUYXKYy, BCE ellé mepxa ero pyky.
— Jlaub CHYXKYy, 5 T1JI0X0 ¢ TOOOM obpalliaics B MOCIegHNe THU?

9TH cnoBa 3acTany 000UX BPACIIIOX.

Bormpoc 6511 cTpaHHEIM, U JIaHb CUYXKY OBIJT OLIETTOMIIEH.

A 1z X9H mo4YyBCTBOBAJI pasgpaxeHue. [louemy B mociegHee BpeMs OH BEJ ce0s TakK, CJIOBHO
IPUHSI HE Ty TabneTKy?

C Tex Mmop KakK OH BepHYJICS U3 xpama FOMuHb, OH 4yBCTBOBaJI cebst 6ecrokoiHo, a Cy BarusHb
TIOCTOSIHHO TBEPOUJ €My, UTO OH J1o0uT Jlaub CHYXKY U NOJI?KEH OTHOCUTHCS K HEMY JIydllle, He
IpUHYyXKOas.

Heckonbko mHeW Ha3af u3-3a IpobjeM ¢ HeBecTou u3 CHlaHb OH CIIEI[MaIbHO He BEI3BIBAJI €TO0.

[axe ecnu OH BO3BMET CBATYIO NEBY B HAJIOKHUIIBI UJIX UMIIEPATPULEL, OH He TaK JIETKO OTIIYCTUT
Jlanp Cuuxy.

[To3gpaBmnsaTh €ro... eIlé paHo.

[lu X3H 4yBCTBOBAJ, UTO CETOOHS OH OBIJT 0OY€Hb MATOK C JlaHb CUYXKY, HO 9TOT YeJI0BEK ObL
CIUIIKOM Pa3fpaxkallluM, HUKOIa He Oeflall TOro, YTO OH XOTeTl.

— JlagHO, T030BH Bpaya.
[z X3H, yBUOEB, YTO TOT JOJITO MOJIYUT, C Pa3fpaKeHueM MaXHy1 PYKOH.
JlamiHO, 3a4€eM 3MUTHCS Ha NEPEBSIIKY.

Ha camowm pene Jlans Cuuxy He Obln mepeBsmKoi. OH 3Han o yyBcTBax Llu XaHa K HEMY, HO He
IIOHKMaJI, TI0YEMY CErofHs OH OBIN elle 6oee HeIpeackKa3yeM, ueM 0OBIYHO.

YT0 3TO UMeI0 O0Iero ¢ TeM, KakK OH K HEeMYy OTHOCHIICA...

Ho celtuac Obis10 He BpeMsi gyMaTh 00 3ToM. JIaHb Cu4Ky GBICTPO COTJIAaCHUIICS, a 3aTeM IofmHs Liu
X3Ha Ha PYKH.
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