— Wpu nepeopesaticsi. — bau FOiiMaHb IEHUBO I0JTy/IeXkal Ha AuBaHe, ero TeMHBIE T7la3a Clierka
IPUKPHITEL. — 91 Oyoy XKOaTs.

Banb 0 NpuLIIOCh MOAYUHUTHC.

‘{epe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OH Bblﬁe}KaH, IIPUKPLIBAA ATOOUIE U CIIMHY, W BCTAJl II€epeJ HUM, €T0
JINYUKO IIOKPACHEJIO:

— MornHus He 3aCTEeruBaeTCs.

— IloBEpHUCE.

Bbonbmue yepHble r1a3a Bosub 40 cMOTpenu Ha Hero, ero IUIo0 HOKPaCHEeNo [0 Ien U KITIOYHII:
— C3agu ecTh XBOCT.

bau HOiimaHb CHOBa CKa3ai:

— IloBepHuCE.

Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 ero romnoc Obls1 601€ee HU3KKUM, C OTTEHKOM IIpHUKa3a.

Bansp flo nmocnymiHo noBepHyIcs.

Oka3zajoch, 4TO Ha IJIaThe C3aAu OB MyIIUCTHIM KOIIaYUi XBOCT, ¥ MOJIHUS 3aCTpPsijia B €T0 IIEePCTH,
TI09TOMY U HE 3aCTeruBasach.

On dKKYPATHO BBHITAIIUII MIE€PCTh, PACIIPABUII €€, U MOJITHUSA JIETKO 3daCTETHYJIACh.

3BYK 3aCTeruBamllelcs MOJHUM pPa3falics B TUXOM TOCTUHOMU, U M0 Baub Jo cTano eme ropsdee,
eMy ObIJIO CTBITHO [0 TI0Ta.

On IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Ybs-TO PYKa TAHET €TI0 KOIIIaUMH XBOCT:

— OTO KOIlIKa, IIpeBpaTUBLIAsACcS B y4eHuly? — MyxXurHa 3a ero CIMHOY TOBOPUJI CIIOKOMHO, KaK
6ynTo 370 OBIIIO 00BIYHOE Aes0. — Torma s TBOM XO03SHH.

Baub flo mo4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO BHIXOAUT 3a MPEAENIbl TOTO, K Y4eMY OH I'OTOB — B IIPOIIJION XKU3HU OH
1 Xo LI310HbY9H HUKOTTIa He urpajayu B Takue urphl. Ho passe Bait FOiiMaHb He OBLI K HEMY
paBHopnyieH? Takue cioBa ObUIM CIUIIKOM JBYCMBICIEHHBIMU U CTHITHBIMU!

— 4o o, TH coryacen?

Bait FOiimaHb cripocuii, ero rojaoc ObII POBHBEIM, 063 KaKuX-Tinb0 CTPAaHHEIX HOTOK.

Htak, Bans fo, coepxkuBas CMylleHNe, IOBEPHYJICI U CKa3all:

— Jla, XO35HUH.

— Xopomwuy Manb4yuK, Uau cofga. — bait OiMaHb IOTSHYT ero K auBaHy. — Caguch Ha OUBaH.

Bsup Ao IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HeT0, IIOTOM Ha OWBAH, YGGJII/IBHII/ICL, 9TO TOT HE C06I/IpaeTCH CaJUThCs CaM, U
€My IIPHUIIJIIOCh CaMOMY BCTATh Ha KOJIEHH. Korma oH BCTas Ha KOJIEHHU, €ro 0eoCHeKHEIe 6e;:[pa
CTalu elne 0ojiee 3aMEeTHLIMHU Inon 100KOH.



— KO6xa HeEMHOTO KOpOoTKas... — bait FOiimaHb cKa3as 3T0 Kak Ovl ITpo ce6si, CJIOBHO Ou3aiHeD,
OLIEHUBAIOIIUY CBOe TBopeHue. OH MPOTSAHYI PYKY U IPUIIOKUN ee K 6eapy Baub 5o, clnoBHO
u3Mepss OiruHy 100ku. — OHa He TOXOOUT faxXke [0 CepefuHE! Oenpa, TerkK0 MOXKeT CITyYUThCS
KOH(Y3.

Banb {0, BuOs 5T0, HAMBHO CIIPOCHII:

— 3HayuT, 6paTell, 3TO Thl CaM IPUAYMaI?

Bba#t FOiMaHb IONHSAI Ha HEero B3TJISAA U CKa3asl:

— [Ia, flo fo. Pa3Be He yecThb Oyst TeOS HOCUTh MOe TBOPEHUE?
Banb o mokpacHen ¥ KUBHYJI, 3aTeM N00aBHUII:

— Ecnu 611 He XBOCT, 100Ka Oblia OBl 0Y4eHb KPAaCUBOM.

Bai#t FOitMaHb TONTBKO YIEIOHYIICS.

[ToToM OH cka3sai:

— XBOCT 04eHb nogxomut Ao fo.

Bans o mokpacHen, mogyMai U BOPYT MOATION3, YCEBIINChH BepxoM Ha Oenpa Bbaii FOiimaus. ToT ssBHO
He 0XKHUJaJl 3TOro, U ero JIMI0 U3MeHUI0Ch. BaHb {0 CMyIlleHHO CKa3al:

— X03511H, IOTPOray MOU XBOCT.

Baut FOiiMaHb He cKa3aj HU CJI0Ba, TOJILKO C HEBO3MYTHMBIM BhIpaXkKeHUEM CMOTPETI Ha HETO, eT0
TEeMHBIE T'1a3a OBIY TITyO0KUMU.

Bsup 4o, BUasA, 4TO TOT MOJIYUT, OCMEJIEN 1 IIPOTAHYII PYKY, YTOOBI B3STh €I'0 PYKYy, 1 HAIIPAaBUII €€ K
CBOEMY XBOCTY:

— X03s1MH, TIOTPOTaii XBOCT.

Bait FOiiMaHb BCe ellle MoJT4asl, OH OMYCTHJI I'/1a3a, B3TJIA ero CKOJIb3HYII 1o 106Ke Baub fo, cioBHO
OIlIeHUBAsI, IOOXOMUT JIA OHA.

Bsub do, Buas, 4TO TOT HE OTTAJIKUBAET €ro, KaK paHbIIe, IIPOOOJIZKUII «PACITYCKATBCA», 00OHSIJI ero
3a IIEeI0 W IIPH2KaAJI JIUIO K €ro IIJjIevy.

— Bpartet, TH Takou qOOpPHIH.

OH n04yBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero XBOCT Havya/u I'IaguTh, U 3aTeM Hu3Kuu ronoc bau FOiiMaHsa pa3pancs y
HETO B yXe:

— %o 4o, TH 3HaeD, YTO 9TO OUEHb OACHO?
— ITouemy omacHO? — OH, He I003peBasi HUYETO, CIIPOCHUJI, OIIMpasAch Ha medo bau FOiiMaHs.
ban FOiMaHbL TUXO 3acMesJiCs.

— bparen, Hag yeM TH CMeelbCs?



— Pa3Be o o He x0TeI NoLeI0BaThCS TOM HOYBIO?

BaHb fo, yCkIIaB, Kak OH BCIIOMHHAET TY HOYb, KOTTIa OH BHITPAIIKMBAI IOIEIYyH, MTHOBEHHO
OTOPBAJICS OT €ro IjieYa, ero KOUIayby Ia3a PACIIUPUIUCh Ha MTHOBEHHUE, a 3aTEM Cpa3y XKe
pPachOKyCUPOBAIKCh:

— A... Ilpocty, 4...

Bait FOiiMaHb CXBaTHUII €ro 3a MogO0pPOIOK, eT0 JIUI0 OLII0O COBCEM HE MSITKUM, HaxKe HEMHOTO
TyTaIOIIIM:

— YmMmonsu MeHs.

Banb fo, BEIHYKIEHHbIM CMOTPETh Ha HETo, II0f] eTro B3TJIsIOOM HEBOJIBHO CKa3al:
— Ymornsio...

Bait FOiimanb mpubIu3uiics.

Baub {0 GBICTPO 3aKpHLT I'1a3a.

Bckope Tembie U cyxue ry6sl KOCHYJIUCDH €ro TY0.

— MMM...

OH gyMai, 4To 9TOT IoILenyd OyoeT TaKUM XkKe MIATKUM U HeXKHBIM, KaK 9TO MTHOBEHHOE OIIyIIeHNUE,
HO TIOCJIeQYIOUIUY MOIeIyX OB SPOCTHHIM, KaK yparaH.

CnoBHO BHINYIIEHHBIM Ha CBOOOMY 3BEPD, HAKOHEI ITOTYYUBIINN BO3MOXKHOCTh OyICTBOBATE.
W oH OBLI BJIACTHHIM U ITOJIOH XKeJIaHUS KOHTPOJIS.
CoBceM He MMOX0XKHUM Ha XOJIOIHBIN U He3eMHOoU 00pa3 Bait FOiimaHns.

Banb 1o HEKOTga paHblle He IIeI0BaJICSd TaK SPOCTHO, eT0 TeJI0 CTAJI0 MITKUM, KaK BECEeHHSS BOMa, a
nosicHUIla Obllla HACTOJIBKO C/1ab0i, YTO OH efBa MOT CHMIETh, ¥ TOJILKO PyKa, JiexKalllas Ha ero
TIOSICHUIIE, TIOMOT'JIa eMy yHepKaThCs.

OH o6 Bait FOiiMaHs 3a 11e10, IOTepsB ce0st B eT0 CHEXKHOM apoMaTe, Kak KOT, KOTOPHIHM He
MOXKET OTOPBATHCS OT KOITaYbed MSTHI.

[MToueny# ba#t KOfiMaHs OBbIJT CTUIIIKOM HCKYCHBIM, OH HUKOTI'TIa PaHbIIE He 1IeI0BaJiCs Tak ¢ X0
L1310HBYSHOM.

Bopyr omHa pyka npo6panack mof 100Ky .

Baup o ussuncs.

Pyka mpopoikana OBUTaThCS BBEPX, ee MPOXJIagHOe MPUKOCHOBEHNE BHI3HIBAJIO IPOKDb Ha €ro KOXe.
— V... — OH THX0 3aCTOHAI.

Baii FOiiMaHb THX0 3aCMESIJICS, OH OTCTPAHMUIICS, eT0 OORIYHO XOJIOMHOe ¥ 6€CCTPACTHOE JTUI0 OBLIIO
OKpaIlleHO JIETKUM PYMSHIIEM, a TEMHEIE TJla3a CBEPKa/iM, KakK CaMble KpAaCHBEIe YePHEIE



OparoleHHble KAMHU B MUPeE.
OH cka3ai:

— 4o do, ®sii 11Iu 651 1paB, ¥ TebOs, KaXkKeTcs, COBCEM HET Msca... Kak xKe Torma MyxK4uHa MOXKET
TeOs TIOTI00UTh?

Baur o 3aMep, 3aTeM CMYIIIEHHO OTBEJI B3TJIAM:

— bBparerr...

— ¢ BOpYr BCIIOMHUJI, YTO MHE HYXKHO IT03BOHUTH 1138 YyHy. — Cka3an bau IOiimaHs.

— A... — Banb fo crierka omnemnmr, a KOrfa IOHSJI, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, TOT yKe Habpasn HoMep.

OH OB B 3aMeIllaTeIbCTBe — 3a4eM BAPYT 3BOHUTH? Pyka Baii KOiimaHs Bce elre Oblya IMof ero
100KO0H!

— Tcc... — Bait IOitmMaHb yIbIOHYICS €My, OOHa pyKa Jierjia Ha ero rpyab. — ¢ mpoBepio, eCcThb JIU
Ao fo Msco B Ipyrux Mecrax.

— A? — Tonbko Banb flo 9T0 npou3Hec, Kak ychbliai, Kak baii KOiMaHb TOBOPUT:
— ITO 4, s IOCMOTpPEJl UHBECTULIMOHHOE IIPEJIOXKEHNE. ..
Banb flo ucnyrancsa u TyT e 3aMoJI4all, faxe MPUKPHII POT PyKaMu.

— Vry... 4 38a0... — baii IOumans cinyman Li3gs YyHa, mpogonxkas OLIyNEIBaTh €0, CIOBHO
OTIBITHBEIY MacCTep, U3y4arwIluil KOCTH.

Banb {0 ObIJIO IPUATHO, HO OH OB B Y2KaCHOM CMYILIEHUH, OH He CMeJl U3[aTh HU 3ByKa, KPEIKO
IPUKPBIBAS POT, TOJILKO €T0 TJla3a MOKPACHEeIH, a KOIIaYby I'JIa3a HAIOTHUIKCH BIAroM.

L35t YyH, He mOHUMas MoYeMy, HO ceromss bait FOiimaub ObiT 0COOEHHO TEPIETUB, HE BEICKA3bIBas
HUKAKHX BO3PaXKeHW, ¥ OH CTaJl elle 60yiee BO30yKOEHHEIM, IIPOHOJIKasi TOBOPUTEL 663 OCTAaHOBKH.

Baut FOiiMmanbs cMoTpen Ha Baub o, Hacnmaxkgasch ero BhIpaxkKeHUeM U peaKIMel, YTONKU ero I'y0
clerKa MpUNOAHSJIKCH, U OH CKa3al:

— YXe 11030HO, MHE HY2KHO OTIOXHYTh, IOTOBOPXM B APYIOH pas.

1131 YyH OBLN y2Ke B BOCTOPTe OT er0 TEPIEeHUS U MOCIEIIHO CKa3all:

— Xoporto, xopoimo, KOiiMaHb, OTOBIXal, CIOKOWHOM. ..

OH He ycCIIes IOTOBOPHUTHL «CIIOKOWHOM HOUM», Kak bait FOiiMaHb yXKe MOBEeCH TPYOKY.

— V... Bparen! — Baub o TyT XKe 3amaka, Temnepb OH OB yBepeH, uTo bait KOiiMaHb HaMepeHHO
OPa3HUII ero, OH ObLI TAKUM 3JIRIM!

Bait FOiiMaHb IPUTBOPUIICS, YTO B3LOXHYIL:
— 9%, y flo do coBceM HeT Msica, BUMUMO, MyXKYHMHEI €TI0 He MOJTI00ST.

— Bparer, y6epu pyKy... — BaHb o CXBaTHII €0 PyKY ¥ BHITAILUJ, €T0 TJla3a ObITM KPacCHBIMHY, a



JIAII0 HAMyJI0Ch OT 37I0CTH. — bpaTell, Tl TaKOM 3710%!

Baii FOiiMaHb TOIBKO YIBIOHYTICS:

— Taxk uTo, fo 4o, 6omblie He UTPall CO MHOHM B TaKUe «OIMaCHLIE» UT'PHI, IOHSIT?
— Xm! Xm! Xm!

Banub flo HaMepeHHO TPOMKO GBIPKHYJI TPX pa3a, 3aTeM CJie3 C er0 KOJIEeH:

— 4 momen meiThCsi! He 6ymy ¢ To60# pa3roBapuBaTh!

Ero nuio OBIIO MyHIIOBHIM, OH 0o0exkaj B BAHHYIO0 U TOJIBKO TaM YBHUEI B 3epkaje ce6si, KpaCHOTO [0
KOPHEH BOJIOC, CO CTPAHHKEIM 0JIECKOM B TJIa3ax.

OH CMYTHO TIOHMMaAJI, YTO 9TO 3a CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO — OH BO30YyOMIICS OT TOro, uTo Bai KOiimaHb ero
1[eI0BaJl U Tporani!

Ho... Ho y Ba#t FO#imaHs, KaxeTcs, He ObIJI0 HUKAKOM 0C000M peaKIuu.
OH mouenoBas ero, 3Ha4uT, OH eMy HpaBUTCSA? VK IPOCTO XOTeJI BHIIOIHUTH €T0 IPOCLOy?
OH He OBLI yBEPEH.

Tonpko, IpuUHKUMas AYLI, OH AyMai o0 ToM, Kak bau FOiiMaHb Tporas ero Tesno, U 3aHsICI
CaMOyZLOBJIETBOPEHUEM.

Kaxk e oH 6eccoBeCTHBIH, MeUTaeT 0 TaKuX Belax ¢ ba# HOimanem.

9TO Tak I'PS3HO.
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