‘{y E cTosan B CTOpPOHE, U3Jjiy4das X0JI0Hd, €ro B3TJIiA[ OBLI TIOJIOH O0UABI, OH IIPpUCTAJIbHO CMOTPEJI Ha
4YeJIOBEeKa 1M KOTd, UT'PABIINX Yy CTOJIA.

C Tex mop Kak oH nomapun [IIsub HUHY 9TOT0 KOTEHKA MHEM IT03aBYepa, OH ITOHSJ, YTO IIOTEPSIT ETO
BHUMaHHe!

Kpome KOpoTKMX MOMEHTOB BO BpeMs e, [lIans HuH BCE BpeMs IMPOBOAUI C KOTEHKOM. M maxe
HOYbBI0, KOTIa OHHU JIOXKUIUCE crlaTh, 1 Uy E Hagescs Ha HeMHOT0 6JIM30CTH, BCE 3aKaHYHUBAIOCh
teM, 4To [lIsus HuH, yCcTaBIIMK OT UTP C KOTEHKOM, IIPOCTO 3acChImar.

Ceropnnst oH 6osbltie He Mor TepneTh. [Toka [IIanb HuH BEHIIIEN 3a ppIOHEIM KOPMOM, OH CXBaTHJI
KOTEHKA 3a 3arpuBOK, YTOOH BEIOPOCUTH ero, HO I113Hs HuH 3acTan ero Ha MecTe IIPECTYIIIEHU .

KOTEHOK, CITOBHO IMOHKMMAsI, YTO TPOUCXOIUT, HadaJsl Kajlo00HO MSIyKaTh, ¥ flaXke CJIE3bl HaBEPHYIIUCH
Ha ero riasa, 0yaTo OH TOJIBKO YTO IePeXUIl yKacHoe oOpalleHue.

HUtorom crao...
— Yro TH menaets? 4 Benen Tebe CTOSTH IUIIOM K CTEHE, 3a4eM Thl IIOBOPAUYMBAEIIILCS ?

Xonogusiii ronioc Hlsns Huna npepsan BocnomuHauus Uy E. ToT ¢ MpayHBIM JTUI[OM HEOXOTHO
IIOBEPHYJICS 00paTHO.

B utore Illsus Hul He cTan ciymaTh ero 00bsICHEHUM, PEIUB, YTO OH 00uae KOTEHKA, M HaKa3all
€ro, 3aCTaBUB CTOATH JIUIIOM K CTEHE.

May-m4y...

KHY60‘-IGK cupell pAanooM C [ITsap HuHOM, MSTKO KacasiCh ero IaJblieB CBOel MaJIEHbKOH T'0JIOBOH,
BRITJIAOEJI OH O4YEHb IIOCIIYIIHBIM.

Buepa IlIsus HuH, yBULEB, KaK 3TOT MaJeHbKUN KOTEHOK MATKO U HEXKHO JIEXKUT y HETO Ha JIafOHH,
KaK MaJIeHbKHI KOMOYeK, Ha3Basl ero Kimyboukom.

Yy E, ycTaBuUBIIHNCH B O€JTYI0 CTEHY, CIIBIIIA, KaK 3a ero CIIMHOM pa3faBalich CMeX U MSyKaHbe. JTO
TIOCTEIIEHHO [TOATAaYUBaJI0 ero TePIeHNe, U ero JIUL0 CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MpaydHee.

HaxkoHe1, oH He BrIlepXKaJl, B3MaxHyJl pyKaBOM U BHIILIEJ U3 KOMHATHI.
[IIsup Hun 3aMep, riapas Ha ABepb. Heyxkenu oH nepebopiun u pa3o3nun Yy E?

Kny6ouek, 3ameTus, uTo [[Isus HuH nepecran gBuraTh pyKoi, HaKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY U ITIOCMOTpPeEN Ha
Hero 60bIIMMU T1a3aMu. [TouyBCcTBOBaB, 4To aTMocdepa BoKpyT IlIsHb HuHa cTaia MpayHOH, OH
Oonblile He CcTajl IPUCTaBaTh K €ro PyKe, a TUXO JIET PAOOM.

Tem BpeMmeneM Uy E, kotoporo IlIsubs HuH cunTanm pa3o37€HHBIM, CUE] Ha 3eMJie U THIKaJl ajkol B
KaMEeIIKH, YTOOBI BEITYCTUTH T'HEB.

3aueM oH BoobOuie nogapun [llsus Huny atoro korénka? Teneps y HUHb eCTh KOTEHOK, ¥ OH 3a0BIJT 0
CBOEM Myxke. PamocTh?

HuHb yKe cONMU3UIICS C KOTEHKOM, ¥ OH HE MOT IIPOCTO TaK €ro BRITHATh. HO KOTEHOK BCE BpeMsi ObIT
psmoMm ¢ Hulb, ¥ KaxX/blit pa3, KOrfia OH X0TeJl MPUOTU3UTELCS, €70 OTTAJIKUBAJIU, TOBOPS, YTO
KOTEHOK €II€ He ITPUBLIK K HOBOM 00CTaHOBKE U MOXKET HUCITyTaThCs.



3HAQUUT, TETEPh OH YCTYMaeT KOTEHKY? DTa MBEICIh TOIBKO Pa30KIjla ero THEB, U IajlKa B er0 PyKe
CJI0MaJlach IOT0JIaM C TPOMKUM «XPYCTOM».

[Tpoxomgsa MuMo, Xoy MuH 3aMeTus Kpau O4exKIbl, TOPYalllui 13-3a KyCTOB, U CIIPOCHII:

— Kro TaMm nipsgueTtcst u 60e3genbHUYaeT?

YeioBeK, KOTOPOTO OH 3acTajl 3a 0e37enibeM, BCTall C MpaYHBIM JUIOM, U X0y MUH B3POTHYI.
— Bairre Benmu4ecTBO... YTO BHL... JieJlaeTe 37eCh?

Xoy MuH roBopusi ¢ 3allMHKOH, €ro A3bIK CJIOBHO 3alljieTascs.

OH oYeHb XOTeJl 3HaTh, I0UeMy KHsI3b ObIT 371eCh, [la eIllé U CUAes Ha KOPToYKax!

YBupes Xoy Musa, Uy E Tonbko Gonbie pa3o3nuics. Begs uMmenHo X0y MUH IPEOIORKUI IIOOAPUTh
KOTEHKa.

— Xoy MuH, HuHb Teneps BUOUT TOJIBKO 3TOr0 KoTa! — mporumnen Yy E.

Yro? Xoy MuH 3amep. 3aTeM OH IOHSIT: CYIPYT KHA3S TaK MOJ0OUIT KOTEHKA, YTO 3a0BII 0 KHS3€, U
Telepb KHSA3b 3TUTCS.

Ho 3auem KHS3b rOBOPHUT eMy 00 9TOM... IOOOXKIUTE... Be[lb 3TO OH IIPEenJIOZKUII IIOOJAPUTH KOTEHKa...

I'napa va Mpausoe nmuuo Yy E, Xoy MuH ¢ TpynoMm CrioTHys. BCIOMHUB, KaK HECKOJIBKO JHeU Ha3af
KH$3b CIIPOCHUII €T0, €CThb JIX CII0CO0 Pa3BeCeNInuTh Cynpyra KHA3s, 4TOOH OH He CKydall B
PEe3UIeHIINH.

OH [oJro myMars U IPeIoXKuil IOTapUTh KOTEHKA, YTOORI CYIIPYT KHSI35T MOT Pa3Bieubcsi. KHSI3b
TOTa COTJIaCHUIICS!

A Temeph KHSI3b SBHO BUHUM ero! HeyxXenu oH chesan 4yTo-To He Tak? OH JIUIIb XOTEeN, YTOOBI CYIpyT
KH$135 OBIJT CYaCT/IUB, U Telleph OH CYacTiIuB! 3a UTO XKe KHS3b Ha HEro 3JTUTCA?

Ho, Bumst MpayHOe JIUIIO KHS35, OH He PEIIMIICS BHICKA3aTh CBOM MBICIH, JIUIIb OMYCTHII TOJIOBY U
po6opMoTa:

— Bare BennuyecTBo... 1 He 3HaJL... YTO CYNIPYT KHSA35 TaK MOII00UT KOTa... ¥ 3abygeT o Bac...
— Ara, 3Ha4uT, BeIxofa HeT? — Yy E mpuilypunics, ero Teo “3aydaso X0Jof.

Xoy MuH B3OpOTrHYJ, YyBCTBYS, KaK BOJIHHI ITe4a/ X HAKATHBAIOT HA Hero. CympyT KHA3s CYaCTIIUB, a
KHS13b HECYACTEH, ¥ TeIeph CTPafiaeT OH, BEPHBIN ciyra!

OH uyBCTBOBAaJ ce0s yKaCHO, eMy X0TeJIoCh IylakaTh! EMy HyKHa Oblna nogmepxka!

Ecnu oH celiuac He puayMaeT crioco0, YToObl KHSA3b CHOBA 0Ka3aJsICs B IIEHTPe BHUMAHUS CyNpyra
KH$351, TO KHSI3b, BEPOSTHO, YOLET €ro.

— Bamie BenuuecTBo... Cynpyr KHg3s IPOCTO YBIEYEH HOBEIM pa3BiedeHrueM. Korga oH ycTaHeT OT
HET0, BCE BEPHETCS Ha KPYTH CBOS.

OH cKa3zaJ 3T0, IOTOMY YTO He 3HaJl, UTOo ellé MpeanokuTb. OH He MOT ITOCOBETOBATh KHS3I0



BBI6pOCI/ITB KOTEHKA M3 Pe3nTeHIInn. OcTaBanoch TOIBKO HaJgesaThCAa, 9TO CO BpeMEeHEM CYIIPYT KHA3s
IepecTaHeT TdK YBJIIEKAThCA KOTEHKOM.

Yy E cTucHyn 3y0H:

— Korpa oH ycranet?

Xoy MuH onyCTui rojioBy, yrOJIKH ero pTa Hanpsariauck. Korga? TouHo He ceryac.
OH He pemwuICs CKa3aTh 3TO BCIYX, JIUIIL II0LyMaB, IPeI0XKuII:

— Bartie BeIu4eCTBO... MOXET, BHL... nonpo6yeTe BBI3BATH y CYIIPYIr'a KHA34 2KaJIOCTh, HEMHOT'O
IIOHEITE, YTOOBI IIEPEKIIIOYUTL €ero BHUMAaHHUE?

Yy E HaxMypucs, CTUCHYB 3yOHI:

— OTO TBOU COBET?

Xoy MuH TyT Xe yIiaJl Ha KOJIeHH:

— Bamre BenuuecTBo... 5 OmuoOCH. ..

YTO OH TOIBHKO 4YTO CKa3as? [Ipenoxkui KHS310 IOHBITE? OH COBCEM C yMa COILIEN?
Yy E cmymarn, ero 6poBu Bcé 0oJIbllle COBUTAJKCH, a TJla3a CKPHIBAIM TEMHbIE MBICIIH.
[Toka Xoy MuH He 3HaJ, 4TO fAejiaTh, OH YCIIBIIIA X0JI0AHEM rojioc Yy E:

— Ha aTor pas s Tebs mporirato. Ho ecnu B ciaenyomuil pa3 Thl MPeAI0KHUIIL TaKyio IIYIOCTh, 3a0yob
0 CBOel 3apIyaTe Ha BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS XKU3Hb.

YT0?7??

910 BCE?

Xoy MuH 3amep, He moHuMasi. [IogHsB ronoBy, oH yBumen, 4to Uy E yxe yimérn.
Heyxenu KHS3b IEHCTBUTEILHO COOUPAETCH. ..

Xoy MuH OBICTPO TTOKayasl ToJ0BOM. JTa KapThHa Oblla CIUIIKOM IIOKUPYIOIIel, OH He MOT €€
IPEICTABUTE.

Yy E cHOBa mopmoIén K JBepyd KOMHATH, HO 3aKoyebasics, maras B3aJ-BIepés, He Pelasich BOUTH.
Cpaboraert nu coBeT Xoy MuHa? Ho Kak y3HaTh, He TOIpo0oBaB?

[Tocne emé ogHOTO pa3MHIIIIEHUST OH HaKOHell penmics. [lonpoOyeT, Beob HUKTO He YBUAUT. A
BOPYT MOJTy4YUTC?

[IIsup HuH cupmen Ha KpoBaTH, €ro U0 OblI0 6€CCTPACTHBEIM, a B3TJISA IIYCTHIM. Ero masbIisl MITKO
JexKajy Ha MymmcToi mepctu Kny6ouka.

KoTéHok, cupsaiumy y Hero Ha KOJIeHsX, ITOIYIPUKPLUI I'J1a3a ¥ CIIOKOMHO JiexKall.

[IIs#p HuH GBI TOTPY2KEH B CBOM MBICIIH, KOTa ABEPh BHE3AITHO OTKPHIIACh. 3BYK OBIJT HETPOMKUM,



HO OH BCE XKe B3OPOTHYII. KJ'IYGO‘-IGK BCKOYHUIJI, €T0 HIEPCTh BCTalla OLI00M, ¥ OH OCKAJIMJI CBOU
MaJIEHBKHUE SY6BI B CTOPOHY OBEPH.

YBupes, uto 3to Uy E, [lIsns HuH HeMHOT0 pacciabuics, Ho BCIIOMHUB, KaK TOT HeJaBHO BHIILIE]T U3
KOMHATHI, OH HaxMypuics. ETo cepplie cxkanock, ¥ OH, IPUKyCUB ry0y, coOupascs: 3aroBOPUTh, HO
TyT Uy E, ¢ KaMeHHEIM TUIIOM, IOHOIIEN IPSIMO K HEMY.

[ITsub Hun 3amep, risas Ha cypoBoe nuno Yy E, u 3a0b11, 4TO XOTeJ CKa3arth.

Yy E nmocmoTtpen Ha [IIsus HuHa, 3aTeM Ha Kimy6o4uka, KOTOPEIY OCKaIUICA Ha HETO, GBIPKHYT,
CXBaTUJI KOTEHKA U, HE MIPOSIBJISIST HUKAKOM KaJIOCTH, BEIOPOCHUJI €T0 3a OBEPE, IEPefiaB 0XKUJaBLIIEMY
CIIyTe.

[IIaup Hun ObIT B 3aMelaTenbCTBe. BCé mpou3oino Tak 6EICTPO, YTO OH He yCIesl CpearupoBaTh.
Korga oH HaKOHEIl 0CO3HaJl, YTO ITPOU30III0, MiyKaHbe Kiybouka yxke crano ganékum, a Uy E cHoBa
CTOsIJI TIepef HUM, CMOTPS Ha Hero CBEPXy BHHUS3.

Isup HuH CriuoTHYI:
—A-E...a...

OH X0Ten U3BUHUTHCA 3a TO, YTO HE BEICJIYIIIAJI 00BSICHEHUH T—Iy E 1 3acTaBui ero CTOATh JIMLIOM K
cteHe. OH xoTen HCKpPEHHE N3BUHUTLHCA.

Ho B cnepytomyto cekyuny Uy E npucen nepen uuM, u [lIsas Hul yBUen, Kak ero CypoBoe JIUII0
Hayvaj0 CMATYaThCs, YTOJIKYU T'y0 OIYCTUINCh, @ PECHUIIH CJIerKa 3aapoxkanu. B ero rimasax Oniia
HemonnesbHada o0uma.

[OTcyTcTBYyIOT]
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