Ha npekpacHoOM nulle OsIBUIaCh IeHUBask HeOpeKHOCTh. OH nmoamnupars nog00pofoK U3SIIHON PYKOU
C TOHKMMH T1ajbllaMH, CJIOBHO CO3[laHHOU A1 MCKycCTBa. [IIupoKuii pyKaB ero ofexXabl, Ka3anaoch, He
BBIJEP2KaJl IPUKOCHOBEHUS K HEXKHOM U TTIaIKOM KOXKe M COCKOJIb3HYJI, 00HAXKUB UISIIHBIN OeThIi
y4acToK pyku. OH 1oJysexkai, JIeHUBO IIPUILYPUBILIKCH, CJIOBHO J€MOH, COOIa3HSIONINN CMEPTHHIX,
U, Ts0s Ha cobeceqHUKA, H3Tydan HEKYIO 3araflouyHyIo aypy.

— Crrittan, 4To B nocnegaue roawl LlapctBo CioaHbl0aHbh 3HAUYUTENIBHO PACIIMPUIO CBOU
Tepputopuu. [louemy ke reHepan CriMa Tak pacciiabiaen? He Goulnbcsi, 4TO Ha Hac HamapyT?

OH 3apman BOIIPpOC C HAMEKOM, €TI0 TOH OBLT OJHOBPEMEHHO JIETKOMEICJIEHHBIM U HaJMEHHEBIM. Takwue
CJI0BA, CKa3aHHbLIE OOBIYHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, MOT'JIN OBl BHI3BATH pa3gpaxeHune, HO Imepeag HUM OBLI TOT,
KOMY HEBO3MO2XKHO OBLIIO HaBPEeOUThL — HACTOSIINI JEMOH.

— Ecnu HamapyT, 3TO cTaHeT 3a060TOM TBOETO OTIla, — CIIOKOMHO 0TBeTHN ChiMa fAHE.

— Kaxoii xe THI x0nopHbIN. Ecnu Ol oTell y3Has, 4To 6or BoiHE [lapcTBa JlasypHoro [IpakoHa Tak
npeHebperaeT CBOMMHU MOANaHHEIMU, OH ObLT OBl 04EHD OTOPYEH, — OH CJIeTKa IT0Kavasl T0JI0BOH, HO
Ha ero IBETYIIEM JIUIle He OBIII0 ¥ TeHW COCTpafmaHusi. Bc€ 3To Ob110 QanmblIIiBKOM.

CeiMa fHb, € TIa3aMHu YePHLIME, KaK YepHUa, MIPHUCTAIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha Hero.
— He Gecmokoiicsi, ecnu HalafyT, 5 IEPBEIM OeJIOM CXBady Te0s.

— ToI yXe 9T0 cuenan! — QBIPKHYII OH.

CeiMa fHb cxKaj ryOBl, YTOJIKY €T0 PTa CIeTKa MPUIIONHSIUCH, e[Ba 3aMeTHO.

KapeTa Bhlexasa 3a 3amagHble BOPOTa ropofia, 3aTeM [I0JIT0 IeTIIsiya 1o JIecy, oKa yepe3 mojiyaca
He JOCTHUIJIa MeCTa Ha3HaueHus. [IoNHSAB 3aHABECKY, OHU YBUENIN YEOUHEHHYIO YCaab0y, CKPBITYIO B
ropax. Ycamp0a Ovlna cTpaHHOM: 6e3 BEIBECKH, 663 OXPaHHI, CJIOBHO 3a0poIIeHHbIH oM. [100aBss K
aTomy 06e3/I0MHOe MECTO U CTOSIIEro Iepef ycafb0oi KpacaBlia, el moJl OBII0 TPYAHO ONPEeNeNIuTh,
C03[1aBaJIOCh OIIyIleHHe, OYATO 9TO JOM C IIPUBUAEHUSIMH.

JIur ¥03 cTosin y BX0Aa, Or/IsAAbIBAsCh II0 CTOPOHAM, 3aTeM IToCcMOTpenl Ha ChiMa fH4.
— He roBopu MHe, 4TO MBI IOI2KHBI BOUTH TyMla, — OH yKa3aJl Ha ycaab0y ¢ TerKUM OTBpPallleHHuEeM.
— M=I OyeM XKUTb 30eCh HECKOJIBKO MHEW, — CIIOKOWHO cKa3an ChiMa fHb, IIePBLIM BONMS BHYTPb.

Ycnelmas, 4TO eMy IPEeACTOUT IIPOBECTU HECKOJIBKO AHEH B 9TOM AoMe C puBupgeHusmy, JIun 03
paccTpourcs u, He obpaiiasi BHUMaHUS Ha CriMa fHs, pemmui BepHyThcs. OMHAKO KapeTa, KOTopas
IIpHBe3Jia UX, yX&Ke uc4ye3sa, 0CTaBUB ero ogHoro ¢ CeiMa dHeM.

JIun }03 o 6poBb. OTO OB ABHEIM IJIaH OTPE3aTh €My IIYTH K OTCTYILIEHUIO.

— O, TH o6ela, 4To 5 MOIy4y KapeHyio YTKY u3 «Dym3u».

Housp OIIyCTHJIaCh Ha I/IMHepaTOpCKI/Iﬁ OBOpeN, IIOTPY3UB €ro B TEMHOTY U THUIIHHY. Heckomnbko
YEPHEBIX TEHeH 6eCH.IYMHO CKOJIb3HYJIM B TEMHOTE, CJIINBasCh C HEl, CJIOBHO IIPpU3pPaKU HOYH.

TumuHa.



Kasanochk, BeCh JBOpEI] IOTPY3UJICS B CIIQAKHUE COH, HO B TO XK€ BPeMs B KaX0M YTy OBOpPIa
Opomunu mpu3paku, CBOOOMHO MepeMeNIasch Mo 3ajaM ¥ Kopumopam. [axke caMble CKPBITHEIE TEHU
MMIIepaTopa He MOTJIM MX 00HAPYKUTh. JTa CHJIa BHYyIIaIa yKac.

[IBoper BalisgH, BenuyeCTBEHHOe 30aHUe, I'Ie Xuila uMmneparpula Lapctsa Jlazyproro [IpakoHa,
BTOPOTO I10 3HAYMMOCTHU 4eJIoBeKa B IBOPIie. B 3Ty TUXYI0 HOYB B CIlajlbHe OBOPLa rOpesl CBET, U
CKBO3b Pe3Hble OKHA BUJHEJUCH AJIMHHEIE TeHU, 0TOpachiBaeMble IJIaMeHEM.

Ha MsrkoM j1oxke Iomysexasa XKeHIIUHa C JIMIIOM, CJIOBHO BHICEYEeHHBIM 13 HedpuTa. Eil 66110 3a
COPOK, HO Orarogaps TIIATEIbHOMY YXOAy OHA BHITJISIAENA TaK, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIO TOBEPUTD, YTO
OHAa MaThb OBAMIATHJIETHET0 IOHOIIIH.

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, reHepasl CeTOfHS BRIBE3 CTApPIIero MpUHIla U3 BOPIla, — CKa3asa [AeByIIKa B
3eJIeHOM, CTOSBINAs psigoM. Ee nmuiio Ob110 0OBIYHEIM, HO OHA ObINla TOBEPEHHBLIM JIUIIOM
MMIIEPATPUIILI ¥ OOBIYHO OTJIMYAJIaCh I3BUTEIbHOCTHI0. CEerofiHsI UMIepaTpulla BeCh eHb IIPOBETIa C
MMIIEPATOPOM, U [IeBYIIKa He MOTJIa IepefaTh 9Ty UHGOPMalUiO PaHbIIIe.

XKeHIuHA, TPUTBOPSIBINASCS CIISIIEH, BHE3AMHO OTKPEUIA T'1a3a, €€ KPacHBhIe IIa3a C Y3KUM
pa3pe3oM CBEPKHYIM OTIaCHBIM CBETOM.

— Kyna oH ero yBe3? — ee MATKUH T'0JI0C 3By4asl MPOTSIKHO U 3JI0BEIlle B HOUHOMN THUILIKHE.
— He 3Hal0, HO OHU [0 CUX IIOP HE BEPHYIUCh, — OCTOPOXKHO OTBETHJIA HEBYIIKA.
VmnepaTtpulia XMBIKHYyIa.

— OH TaKo# Xe MOJJIbIHM, KaK U er0 MaTh, — ee JINII0 BEIpaxXkasio OTBPallleHre, CIOBHO OHA BUIeNIa
YTO-TO T'PSI3HOE.

IeBylrka 6HICTPO cooOpa3uiia u IMpeaJiokua:

— Bame BenmnuecTBo, MOXKeT OBITh... — OHA He JOTOBOPHIIA, HO BEIPAXKEHHE ee JINIa TOBOPHIIO O YeM-
TO 3JI0BEIIEM.

VimmepaTpuiia 6pocuiia Ha Hee B3TJIS, ¥ TOHKKE T'YOBl M30THY/IUCH B OMTACHOM yIBIOKe.
— ITosoBu Y Ho.

IeByiIka o0pagoBaaach ¥ OBICTPO BBEITOIHUIA TPHUKA3.

— W He roBopu 00 3TOM HaCJI€IHOMY IIPHHILY.

— Crnymarocs.

Ha KDPBIIIE MEJIbKHYJIa YePHad TEeHb, GGCH.IYMHO nc4ye3asi B HOYH.

Cpernu rycrToro yeca crosina oObyHas ycagbba, CTpaHHO BEIEISABIIAsACS Ha GpoHe mpuponsl. Ycannba,
II0X02Ke, aBHO He yOupasnach: iepell BOPOTaMU JieXKally OllaBIIKe JIUCThS, a JUKUEe TPABHL U JIMAHEI
OecnpensiTCTBEHHO KapaOKallKuCh II0 CTeHaM, CJII0BHO JIIOOOMIBITHEE NETH, 3aTrIsABBAIOIINE BHYTPb.
Ycagpba, OKpyKeHHas InaHaMM, Ka3ajlach IOMMaHHOU B TUTA@HTCKYIO ITayTHHY, CO30aBas
JKYTKOBaTYyI0 aTMOC(epy B TUILIKHE JIeca.



OpHako BHYTpH ycanbﬁm Bce ObIIO MHaYe. TaM CTOSIIH N3AITHBIE IIaBUJIBOHEI, 3€JIEHEIIN CaHhI,
XKyp4dajid PY4YbH... JTa UOUIINYeCcKas KapPTHUHa CO30aBadlla OIOyIIEHNEe YEAUHEHNUSI OT MHUPa.

B omHOM 13 MaBUILOHOB CHOEH [Ba HEOORYAHHO KPACHBLIX MY KUYHHEL: OMUH — COOJIa3HUTEIbHbIH 1
3arafJoyHbINA, OPYTOM — CYPOBBIN U XOJTOOHEIA., HeCMOTps Ha pa3nmuyue, OHU BHITISAETH TaPMOHUYHO.
OHU UTpajy B IO, ¥ Ha CTOJIe JIeXKasly TJIafIkue YepHbie ¥ Oejible KaMHHU, Y2Ke PacCTaBIeHHHIe Ha
IOCKe.

JInn KO3 B3s71 4epHBIM KaMeHb, OTJISIeN HOCKY U, ITOHSB, 4TO Oejble KaMHU SIBHO JTUOUPYIOT, OPOCHI
¢urypy o6paTHO B KOPOOKY.

— XBaTur, g O0osblne He urpalo. [19Th 1eT Urpan, u BCcerjga IpourpeBaio. Tebe He HATOETIO0
BBHIUTPHIBATH?

— Torma crirpaeM elre pas, u 5 IPOUTPa, — C HEBO3MYTHUMBIM JIUIIOM OTBeTUTT ChiMa fAHb, yOoupas
KaMHH.

JIva KO3 3aKphLI JIUL0 PYKOM.

— Boxe, T, HaBepHOE, IPOCTO HUKOMY He HYXKeH, pa3 IIPUBSI3ajicsa Ko MHe! — mogymart oH. [1g9Th
JIET OH IIPOBEJ C 3TUM OECUYBCTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, ¥ eCJI OBl He MPUBHIK K CKYYHOM KU3HU, KTO OB
3TO BBRIOEPKA?

CriMa fHB, BUOS, YTO OH HE X04eT UrPaTh, IOJI0XKUI KaMeHb U CIIOKOWHO CKa3a:
— Korpa ThI cOrnacumbscs BEUTY 3a MEHS 3aMyXK?
— IJTO He IIOX0XKe Ha NpefJIokKeHue, CKopee Ha IIPUHYXKeHue, — C HerogosaHueM oTteeTun JIun FO3.

— A KaK THI XO4ellIb? — BU[S, YTO I0HOIIIA BIIEPBHIE 3a MATH JIET OTBETUI IpsiMo, CeiMa AHb CMATYMIT
CBOM XOJIOOHBIU B3TJISII.

JIve KO3 mocMoTpen Ha HEero C TyKaBBIM 6JIECKOM B T'Ta3aX, IPUTBOPUBIIKCH, YTO CEPHE3HO TyMaeT.

— Hy, nns npeqioxkeHus: HyXKHBI KOJIbLIO, LIBETH H... — OH CHEJa ay3y, 3aTeM C 000IbCTUTETbHOM
yNeIOKOM m06aBuil. — M Hy>KHO «BCTaTh HA KOJIEHU».

Chyi Tp860BaHI/IH B COBPEMEHHOM MHDpE OB OB OOBIYHBIMH OJId IIpeaIozKeHnsi, HO IIOoCJIegHEEe —
BCTATh Ha KOJIEHH — [OJIsI MY2KYKWHEL B IPEBHHE BPEMEHa OBLIIO HaCTOAIIUM YHHUXKEHUEM. Iaxe o
XKEeHIMWH, KOTOPLIE CYUTAJINCE JIMIIb MPUOATKOM MYXK4YHWH, TaKO€E OB1710 HEMEBICTTUMO. X0Tst JIue KO3 u
He OB ’KEHIINHOW, OH BCE XKe OBILJT JTUIIT BLICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIM IIPpUOAaTKOM.

CriMa fHb maxe GPOBBLIO HE IOBEJI, CITyINast ero Kalpwu3kl, ¥, Ka3aloCh, Cepbe3HO 00IyMEIBA CJIOBA O
IIBETaX ¥ KOJIbIIE.

JInr KO3 3Ham, 4TO 3aCTaBUTh reHepalla BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHHN OBLIO HeIIpoCTO, HO HMEHHO 3TOIro OH U
X0Ten — CJoxKHOoCTU. OH U He AdyMall BCePhe3 COrjIalaThCsd.

— Xopo1110, — CIOKOKWHO CKa3an ChiMa AHb.

— KX-kx-KX... — JIun KO3, nuBIINi Yaii, IONEPXHYJICSA U C U3YMJIEHUEM II0CMOTPEN Ha Hero. — THL...
THL CEPBE3HO?

— Pa3Be TH He X0TeJ1, YTOOHL 5 CHeman MPeaioKeHue?



— J-3... HeT, paB[a, He X0TelNl. Mory s B3Th CBOU CJI0Ba 00paTHO?

CroIMa fHB MoTYa IIOCMOTPEII Ha HeTO0, ICHO JaBad IIOHATH, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOZXKHO.

[Tocrne nsATH IHEH, TPoBeieHHHIX B ycamb0e, CriMa fAHb HakoHel yBe3 JIun K03, Vesxkas, Jlun 03
IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO eMy Oy[ieT He XBaTaTh 9TOr'0 TUXOI'0 MeCTa.

CriMa f1HB, 3aMETUB 3TO, B34JI €0 3a PYKY U CKa3al:
— Ecnu 3axo4elns BEpHYThCS, CTaHb CHayajla ero X03sIMHOM.

Penkas myTtka CriMa JHs BeI3Bajia JIUIIb IPE3PUTEILHEIN B310X JIuH K03, KOTOPEIM OTBEPHYIICS,
4yTOOBI OTHOXHYTh. [IpomaTh cebs 3a KaKyi-TO CTapyio ycaab0y? OH 4To, Oypak?

Kapeta cHOBa neT/isia 110 TOPHOU gopore, HO JIu" KO3 He cTa 3allOMUHATE IIyTh. OTU OBl CAEJIaIl
€r0 JIEHUBHIM.
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