JInn FO3, B3MOXHYB, BAPYT 3agyMasics. HakopmMuB peO€HKa HECKOJILKMMU IIJI0OaMu, OH MOMAOIIET K
peKe U HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOR IOCMOTPETH Ha CBOE OTPaXkKeHue B Boae. Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH YETKO
BUIOHEJIOCH TPSI3HOE U0 peOEHKA JIeT TPEX-YETHPEX. M3-3a er0 HEIHEIIHEeIr0 COCTOSTHUS OBII0
TPYOHO Pa3riisifeTh HacTosme YepThl. Ofgexka, KOTOPYIO OH HOCHJI, ToXe Obljla CTPaHHOM, CIIOBHO
IPEeBHSS, C MHOTOCJIOMHBIMY HapsifaMHu. A BOJIOCH, XOTh ¥ PaCTpENaHHble, ObUIM SBHO IIMHHBIMU.
910 geBouka? JIun O3 ¢ yxkacom noiugynan ce0si CBepXy U CHU3Y, ¥, 00HAPyKUB MYKCKHe TPU3HaKH,
0071eTYE€HHO B3OOXHYI. [JaXke eCly OH U CMEHUJI TeJI0, OH He XOTeJI, YTOOB ¢ HUM IIPOU30IIIa U
cMeHa 1mosna. Ho 3aueM aToMy peGEHKY TaKue JIUHHbBIE BOJIOCHI?

W3yuuB ce0s1, JIun KO3 oKOHYATETbHO YOeOUIICs, UTO 9TO yXKe He ero mpexHee Teno. Ho mouemy oH
OKa3aJCs 3[IeCh, BHU3Y YTE€Ca, BECh B paHAX?

[Momoxnu, yTéc, 6e3I00H0e MECTO...
Jlur O3 BOpyT 0co3Has. YYuTHBasg BCe eT0 LlapalyHEl ¥ paHbl, BO3MOXKHO, er0 COPOCUTIH C yTéca?
U pebenKa Toxke?

Mypamiku npobexau 1o ero Koxe. KTo Mor ObITh HaCTONBKO KECTOKUM, YTOOH YOUTH JBYX TaKUX
MasleHbKUX meTel? Ecimu OBl OH He OKa3aliCsl B 9TOM Telle, TO HOBOPOXIEHHHIM PeOEHOK, Haxe eciu
OBl BEIXKUII TTOCJIE TIafeHus, yMep OBl OT roJIofa.

OH MoYyBCTBOBAJ APOXKb. ITO OBIJIO IBHOE YOUMICTBO.

JInr KO3 monro pasMbIIs, TToKa COHIE Hadyaslo KJIOHUThLCA K 3aKaTy. M3 j1eca JOHOCUIUCH
TpeBOXKHEBIE 3BYKU. JInH K03 Haxmypuics. [laxke eclnu OH ¥ He CTaJTKUBAJICS C 3TUM PaHbIIe, OH 3HAI,
YTO C HACTYIJIEHHEeM TEMHOTEI OHU CTAHYT JIETKOW MOOBIYeH s TUKUX 3BEPe.

PeGéHOK Ha PYyKaX, HaeBIIKCh, KPEIIKO 3aCHYII. JIun KOs nocoemmn COﬁpaTB elIll€ HECKOJIBKO TIJIONOB U
OTIIPABHUJICA Ha IIOMCKH MeCTa HOJIsd HOYJIera.

Ha aToT pa3 oH He O6nyxkpgan Hayraf. Jlec ObLT CIUIIKOM OONBIINM, M JIETKO OBIIIO MOTEPSATH
opueHTanuioo. biayxmas HemoJaneKy oT BOOBI, OH HaIén nemepy. Jlun K03 He cTanm cpa3y BXOIUTS,
OTIacasiCh, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh I0roBO 3Bepsi. OH GPOCHI BHYTPh KaMeHb ¥ OLICTPO 0TGexar.
[ToBTOPUB 9TO HECKOJIBKO pa3 ¥ yOEOUBIIKUCH, YTO BHYTPU HUKOTO HET, OH PEIIUIICS BOUTH.

OxkasaBimce BHYTpH, JIuH KO3 mMOHSsI, 4TO ero omaceHust ObUIM HampacHHL. B meiepe He Ob1I0
HUKAKUX CJIe[IOB 3Bepei, TOJIbKO KaMHU. Eciii OBl 3TO OBIJIO JIOTOBO, TO 3amax ObIT ObI Y2KaCHBIM.

Haiigsa yOexwuie, JIun KO3 HakoHel paccnabuics. Kak ToTbKO HanpsiKeHKe YO0, BCe PaHHL,
KOTOPHIE OH CTapaJiCs UTHOPUPOBATh, Haua Il HAllOMUHATEL 0 cebe. OTO Teo ObIIO CIUIIKOM
MaJieHbKUM U cinabriM. To, UTO OH CMOT IIPOJepKaThCs IeJIbli IeHb B JIeCy C peOEHKOM Ha pyKax,
ObLI0 MUIb Oarofgaps ero B3POCyol Bojie K BEIKUBaHUIO.

Pyxu, nepxkarue peOeHKa, 6onenu u HeMenu. JIud KO3 0CTOpOKHO MOT0KHUI MIafeHIla Ha 3eMIII0 U
PacTEép CBOM MaJleHbKKe PYKHU. B3rnsHyB Ha He00, OH IOHSJI, YTO CKOPO HACTYMHT Beuep. He Tepss

BPEMEeHH, OH BHIIIEN U3 Melepsl, YTOOH coOpaTh Cyxyio TpaBy. OH 00sIJICS, YTO UX XPYIKHE Tella He

BHIIep2KaT X0JI0a FOPHOU HOYH.

KoHeuHO, OH He OTXOOWII JajieKo oT mernepsl. C peOEHKOM Ha pyKax paboTaTh OBIJIO CJI0KHO, ¥ OH
yXKe He MOT ero HecTH. [103ToMy OH O0CTaBUJI MyafieHIla B IIelepe, a caM, cobupast TpaBy, TOCTOSTHHO
ornsgeiBaics. [Ipu MasnenIneM mopoxe OH ToToB ObII 6POCUTHCS 00PAaTHO, OIACasiCh, YTO KaKOe-TO
JKMBOTHOE TOXKe MOTJjI0 06/11000BaTh 3TO MECTO.



[TpOBO3MBILIKCH C TPABOK HEKOTOpoe BpeMs, JIuk KO3 HakoHell coOpasl JOCTaTOYHO A Housera. OH
OBICTPO BEPHYJICS B MEILIEPY, MTONOXKMIT peOEHKA Ha TPaBY ¥ B3NOXHYN C 00IerYeHreM. JTa HexKHas
KO2Ka BBI3BIBajIa Y HETO CTPaX.

BctaB Ha Horu, Jlun KO3 mouyBCTBOBaAI rooBOKpyKeHue. KpoBhb He ycIeBaia MOCTYIaTh B MO3T, U
€ro 3peHue MoMyTHes0. EMy MpPUIIIOCh HEMHOTO IIOCTOSITh, YTOOBI TPUUTH B CEOSI.

B3rnsiHyB BOKPYT, OH IOHSII, YTO 0€3 OTHSI OHHU BCE eIré HaXOMOSITCS B OIIaCHOCTH. 3B€PU 0OBIYHO
“30eraroT OrHs, HO I'Ie OH MOT ero B34Th?

910 OBlNa HacTosIIas rojloBojIoMKa. JIna FO3 ¢ mocamoii movyecar rojioBy.

Bopyr oH BCIIOMHMII, YTO B OPEBHOCTH JIIOOU NOOBIBAIK OTOHb TPEHHEM IEepPeBa O JepeRo.
HewusBecTHO, cpaboTaeT 1 3TO, HO OH PEeIInII TOIPoOOBaTh.

Co6paB HEMHOI'0 CyXHX BETOK, JIua K05 Haval CBOM IOIBITKH pa3xedb OrOHb.

Houb yxXe HaCTymuma, a OrHs BCé He Obino. JIun KO3 94yBCTBOBAJ, YTO €TI0 PYKHU BOT-BOT OTBAJIATCS, HO
MICKpa TaK U He nmosBmwiack. OH ¢ [ocafoil pa3xKajl PyKH, HauaB COMHEBATLCS B 3TOM METOTE.
JlereHpsl, MOX0Xe, OBIIA BCETO JIUIIb BEITYMKOH.

— Ayyy...

JIun 10»s, YZXKe IIOYTH 3aChIllad, YCIBIIIATI 3TOT 3BYK M UyTh HE IIOAIIPHITHYII OT CTPAXa. BSFHHHYB Ha
BXO[I B I1eliepPy, OH yCJIbIIIa BOM BOJIKOB, JOHOCSIIMUCS U3ganeKa. ITO OBLITO XKYTKO, CJIOBHO BOJIKH
YZXKe CTOAJIN Y BXOa, TOTOBEIE HAIldCTh.

JIua KO3 MTHOBEHHO IIPOCHYIJICA U IIPOOOJIZKHUII CBOH IIOIIBITKH PAa32K€4Yb OI'OHE.

B03M0KHO, ero ynopcTBo OblJI0 BO3HArpaxmeHo. K mojayHouu eMy yoanoch BEICEYb KPOIIeYHYI0
uckpy. O6pamoBaBIINCh, OH OBICTPO IIOIJI0XKUII CyXHe BETKH, U OTOHb pa3ropesics. Bckope melrepa
HaIlOJIHUIAach TemsoM, U JIue K03 HaKOHeI[ CMOT CIIOKOMHO YCHYTb.

OH cmas Tak KpenkKo, YTO IIPOCHYJICS TOJIBKO TOTfAa, KOTMla COJIHIIE Y2Ke BHICOKO MOHSIOCE. Ero
pa30ymgun nnay peGEHKa.

IIpoBa B KOCTpPe IOYTH [OTOPEeJIH, OCTANIUCH JIUIIL Taetomye yriau. Jlua KO3 mocnemnmn qo6aBUTh
cyxux BeToK. OH He X0TeJl, 4YTOObl OTOHb II0Tac, Bedb JOOLITH ero OBIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO TPYIHO.

Pe6GEHOK, BUAMMO, CITUIIIKOM IOJIT0 T'OJIOfa M He IepecTaBall maakaTh. JIua K09 gam eMy HECKOIBKO
KPaCHBIX IJIOAOB, ¥ Masnbi ycrnokouncs. Cam JIua KO3 Toxke Chel HeCKONIbKO MITYK. OTH IJIOAH ObLIH
YOUBUTEIbHEIMU — OHHU YTOJISJIM TOJIOM, KaK MoJIoK0. OgHako 0e3 HacTOosIel efibl OH BCE PaBHO
YYBCTBOBaJ Ce0s5 TOJIOOHEIM, TIO3TOMY PEIINI IIOWTH Ha PHIOAJIKY.

— Manbli, MBI TIOWAEM JIOBUTD PEIOY. CKOpO y Hac OymeT BKycHas yxa, — C yJIbIOKo#M cKa3an JIun FO3,
npencTasnsas cebe 9To 61070.

TonbKo B3sB peOEHKA Ha PYKH, OH ITI0YYBCTBOBA YTO-TO TEMIoe. Heyxenu 3T0...?

Ia, aTo 6T HEOIIPOBEPKUMEIN (GakT. MTafileHI[El HE MOTYT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOM €CTECTBEHHEIE
OTPeOHOCTH.

JInn KO3 cmupurcs ¢ cyab0oi 1 0THEC pebEHKa K peKe, YTOOH TOMBEITh. KTO GBI MOT IIOTyMaTh, YTO
OH CTaHeT HAHBKOMU. OH Jaxe HUKOTTA HE IepXKall 3a PYKY OEeBYIIKY.



Ha peGéHKke He OBIIO OfIeK[IbI, TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO KYCKOB TKaHu. Pa3BepHyB ux, Jlun K03 3ameTur,
YTO TKaHb OblJIa HACTOSIIUM IIENTKOM. Bugumo, ceMbs peO€HKa Obiyta 60raToi. ITO UCKITIOUATIO0
BEPCHIO O TOM, YTO €Tr0 GPOCHUIIH.

Ho, K coxkaneHuo, gaxe eClIi CeMbs U HCKalla ero, OHH, BEPOSATHO, CAHUTAJIK €T0 I'IOT'I/I6H.II/IM,
yIIaBIIUM C TaKOH BBICOTHI.

JIun FO0s moKaydas rojioBOM, BEITJIOEB KaK MaJeHbKW B3POCIbIA. Ecu OB KTO-TO YBUIET €ro ceiyac,
3T0 OBLIO OB OBOJILHO 3a0aBHO.

CHavana OH BEIMBII pe6EHKA, a 3aTeM CHSIJI CBOI0 OTHOCUTEJILHO IIeJTYI0 HUXKHIOIO OOeXKIy ¥ 3aBePHYII
Marbiia. Ero BepxHss ofexkaa Oblfla yKe XyKe, 4eM Y HUIIEro, HO JIy4ille, YeM HUYEeTO.

BBIMBIB TKaHb, OH PA3JI0KUIT €€ Ha OOJbIIIOM KaMHe Y peKu. HUXKHUN y4aCTOK peKu OBIT yxKe
"3arpsA3HEH" ManbIIIoM, mo3ToMy JIue KO3 oTIpaBuiICs JIOBUTH PEIOY BhIIIE 110 TEUEHUIO.

OH mopBaJ CBOIO BEPXHIOIO Oy U Clejlal U3 He€ BePEBKY, YTOOH! IPUBSI3aTh peOEHKA K CIIUHE.
Temepb OH MOT He GECIIOKOUTHCS, UTO MaJIkIIIa YTAIIKUT 3BEPh.

EnuncTBeHHYIO 60JIE€-MeHee IeNTyl0 HUKHIO OeKIY OH TOXKe BEIMBUI M Pa3/I0KUI Ha KaMHe. Ero
roJioe TeJo GBITIO TOKPHITO paHaMHM, HO JIEKapPCTB He OBLIO, ¥ OH HE MOT UX JIEUHUTb.

PrIOHI B peke, moxoxe, Obiu ciauiikoM 6ecreunsl. JIua KO3 BOIEN B BOy, HO OHM [laXke He
ucnyranuck. OMHAKO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, OH CMOT ITOMMAaTh TOJTbKO HECKOJIBKO MaJIeHbKUX PHIOOK.
Bonpumue peiObl ObH eMy He 1Mo 3y6am. JIue K09 B3goXHYII, TTISIAS Ha CBOM KOPOTKHE PYKH.

Ho aT0 OBLI0 Ty4llle, YeM HUYETO.

— A-a-a, — MaJBIII Ha €ro CIMHe, Ka3ajioch, mof0aipuBall ero.

JIun }03 4yTh He ymaa B BOAY OT €ro OABUKEHUU. YCIIOKOUBIINMCH, OH TIOXJI0Nal pefEHKa.

— He BomHyiics, ckopo y Hac 6ymeT prida.

[ToiimaB Tpu peIOHL, JInH KO3 HaIIENT OCTPHIM KaMeHb, YTOOHl UX TOYUCTUTD, a 3aTEM CBSI3ajl UX BMECTe

C IIOMOIIIBIO JIMAHEI.
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