C Tex mop, Kak CyIlecTBOBalIu ABe AuHacTuu LI3unb, 6ynb To B JlosHe unu LI3sHbKaHe, YepTor
Taii3u Bcerga OBIT MECTOM, Tie ITPOKHUBAJ UMIIepaTop. Korma HOBBIM HMIIEPaTOP BOCXOMMII Ha
IIPECTOoJI, YTOOH ORICTPO CTAOMIM3UPOBATH CUTYAIINIO, MHOTHE M3 HUX CJI€J0BaIU CTAPhIM YCTOSIM.
Yepror Tain3u ObII MECTOM, TIe COCPeI0TaYrBarach 9HEPTHUS IPAKOHA, Iie MPOSBISIACh
MMIIepaTopCKas BIacTh, U Teleph UMIIePaToOp HaMepeBalcs CXKedb ero.

— Iloka 51 Hax0XKyCh B TOM KOMHATe, 1 4YyBCTBY10, OYTO 110 MHE I0J13al0T OeCUYucIeHHEle MypaBbi, —
rojyioc XyaHb JInHS ObUT HanonHeH OeCKOHEYHOU YCTaloCTh0 ¥ 60J1bi0. — CTOUT MHE 3aKpHITh I'J1asa,
g BUXKY... { yKe He MOTY OTJIMYUTh, UYTO pPeasibHoO, a YTOo HeT... 9 HagerCh, YTO 3TO IIpaBAa, HO eClIu
3TO0 TakK... Yto ke g HatBopuin? [1o30Bu lllodaHa Ko MHe.

CrnoBa XyaHb JIuHs OBUTM TPEPHIBUCTHIMHU, OH Y2K€ HA4all IyTaThCs B peun. JIu [[91IUH He MOT MOHSTh,
YTO K€ TTPOU3OIIJIO, UTO MPEBPATHUIIO ITOTO CIIOKOMHOTO MPABUTEJIST B TaKoe cocTosiHuE. OH
BBITJISITEN elrle 6ojiee HeyIIpaBIseMbIM, YeM B IIPOIIIBINA Pas.

JIn JIuuH BHIIIEN, YTOOB UCIIOTHUTD IIPUKA3, HO TOJIBKO IPOUIS MOITHH IyTh, OH BCIIOMHUJI, KTO
takou [ITo¢aH. ITO OB 3aKITIOYEHHBIN, KOTOPOI'0 UMIIEPATOP BBHITAIIUIT U3 CMEPTHOM KaMepHI, U,
KazKeTcs, OH OBIJT CBSI3aH C TeM, KTO jiexkasl B 60koBoM 3aie. Ho rue ke emy uckath [llodaHa?

Jly LluHTyH, — BHe3amHo BCIOMHUI JIu [[311H, CIOBHO Haiifsg onopy. EMy HyxkHO Obls10 HalTH Jly
LIunTyHA.

[MTodaHa GuICTPO mpuBen# K XyaHb JIMHIO.

BupmHo OBII0, YTO B IOCTIeHEE BPEMS 9TOT MOJIOLOM YeJIOBEK MepekuII HeMaso TpyaHocTel. OH
CHUJIBHO TIOXYy[IeJl, ero B3rIsam 60JbIie He ObIT YUCTEIM U SICHEIM, TeIIeph B rla3aX CBeTUIach 371004,
CJIOBHO y MAJIEHBKOT'O 3BEPS, TOTOBOTO YKYCHUTh JIIOO0TO, KTO MPUOTU3UTCS.

Ocob6eHHO 3TO Kacanoch XyaHb JIUHS.

Korga ero BTONKHY/IM B KOMHATY ¥ OH YBUOEJ CTOSIIET0 epeq HUM XyaHb JIMHS, eTo JIUII0
MCKA3HUJIOCh, ¥ OH OPOCUIICS Ha HETO, MBITAasICh YKyCcuTb. Ho, HECMOTPS Ha BCIO CBOIO SIPOCTH, OH OBIIT
cnumkoM cnab, u XyaHb JInHL ObICTPO 00€3IBUXKUI €TO.

[Mlodsna cBg3anu Ha CTyJie, TUIIUB BO3MOKHOCTH ABUTraThCsA. OH TOJIBKO CMOTpeN Ha XyaHb JIUHS
O0NbIIMMHY, YOIUBUTENILHO BEIPA3UTEILHEIMU TJIa3aMHU.

— Bce atu ropmpl AuxkaHb XKIal MOero Bo3BpaleHus? — XyaHb JIMHb TIy00KO BIOXHYI U 3afiall
BOIIPOC.

[ITodaH cBepiuI ero 3J100HBIM B3TJISIAOM, He ITPOM3HOCS HU CJIOBa.

— Bce aTu rogel g gymas, 4TO OH IIePEeKJII0YUII CBOM 4YyBCTBa Ha ChiMa f1HS, XKUJT B IOCTOSHHOU MYKeE,
HeHaBUOsA AuxKaHs 3a ero HeIIOCTOSSHCTBO U CTpeMJieHue K 6oraTtcTBy, HeHaBuOsa CriMa fAHs 3a To,
YTO OH OTHSIJI €r0 Y MEH4...

— To1 mkemsb! — HakoHe1] BHIKpUKHY [Ilodsn. — Korma Th BepHYJICS C BOWHEBI, TOCIIOAWH C paccBeTa
Kpan Tebs1 y TOPOACKUX BOPOT. ['0CTIOAMH KaXk[blil fleHb kK aaj Te0s B ycamb0e B BocTouHOM
IpeIMeCThe, HO THI TaK U He mpuiesn. Korga rocrnoguH oTpaBuil Tebe MpUrialleHre, Thl 0TKa3alcs
IPUHSTE ero. II0TOM TH CHOBa HavaJsl OOIIATLCS C TOCIIOOUHOM, HO TOJIBKO [JISt TOTO, YTOOBI OH
corjacuics Ha TBou oTHoeHus ¢ Umnepatopom FOaubcu! Thl He OTBETUII HU Ha OOHO IIKUCHEMO
TOCIIONMHA. OTHU IIKMChMa OH ITHMCAJI CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, flaXkKe IIPOIUTHIBAS UX apOMaTOM, TaK 0€pexkHO,
TaK TPEIeTHO.



— Tocriogun OvinT ropabiM yenoBekoM. Cembsi Ce He IMpHU3HaBaja ero, HO OH XOTeN CTaTh TAKUM, KaK
Ce X3, yT0OBI CeMbs yBaxasa ero. OH ObIJT YeJIOBEKOM, YUCTHIM OT MUPCKOM CKBEPHEI, HO €ro
KJIeMMumu mo3opom! B Te rombl Bce, KTO 0011acs ¢ HUM, OTBEPHYJIUCH OT Hero. HekoTopkrie
TOBOPWIM O HEM TrafioCTH B JIULIO, @ 3a CIIMHOU — ellle XyXKe. ['0CIoguH BHEIIHe He MOKa3kiBaJjl, Kak
eMy Ts2KeJlo, HO 5 3HaJl, KakK OH CTpafjall.

— B aTu rogrl y rocioguHa He OBI0 Opy3€ii, He ObI0 POTHBIX. PSImoM ¢ HUM OBLT TOBKO S,
MaJieHbKUH ciyra. 4 3Has, KaK eMy TSKeJjo, HO HU4ero He MOT cfiefiaTh. f OBl HaCTOIBKO TJIYII, YTO
KaXXIBIU IeHb YTOBAPUBAJI €70, YTO, KOTMIa TH BEPHEIIHCS, 3TU YKACHBIE THY 3aKOHYATCS.

— EpuHCTBEHHOE, Yero xkjajl rOCIOIUH, — 9TO TBOEro Bo3BpaleHus. Ho mepBoe, 4To TH cHenan,
CTaB UMIIEPATOPOM, — 3TO PEIIUI YOUTH ero!

T'omoc MlogaHa ApoxKan, rina3a HalOIHUIIKUCh ClIe3aMu.

Xyanb JIUHb CUIeN C 3aKPHITBIMU I'Jla3aMi. ETo HeKOT{la KpacuBoe JIUII0 TeTeph OblIo OJ1eIHbIM,
ToHKUeE T'yOsl obesnenu. CrmoBa [lodsHa ObIIM KaK THICSAYM UTJI, BOH3AMOIIUXCS B €T0 CepAlle, HO
KPOBH He OBLJIO.

OTH cHBI He GBI TPOCTO TaK. Korma Havascs mepBhit coH, XyaHb JIMHD y2Ke IIOYyBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO
HenagHoe. CroBa IllodsHa nOATBEPAUTIN €I0 TO03PEHUS.

OH BCIIOMHUJI MHOTO€ U3 IIPpOIIJIOTO. HeKOTopBIX JIIofed OH HUKOTa He IMoAo03peBal, Mo3TOMy He
COMHEBAJICA B HX IIOCTYIIKAX. Ho kKak TONIbKO MOSBUNINCHE COMHEHUS, OHU TOIBKO MHOXKHUIIHUCH, U B
KOHII€ KOHIIOB IIOATBEPOUIIA CETOOHAIITHIO IIPABOY.

Ha yeTBepTOM rogy BOMHEI OH BHE3AITHO BepHYJICS. He TOIbKO MOTOMY, UYTO OHM HEe BUAEIUCH YEThIpe
rofia, ¥ OH CHUJIbHO CKy4asl. B apMuu ObITM CTpOTHe TOPSOKY, U OH [OJKeH OblT TeprneTs. Ho oH He
CMOT, IOTOMY 4TO ITOJTy4uJI MUChMO OT AuxKaHd. B mucbMe He XBaTasio OJIOBUHE], U XyaHb JIUHB,
YyuTas ero, YyBCTBOBaJ, KaK THICSYM MypaBheB IPHI3YT €ro cepAle. B uTore oH He BhEpXKal U
HOYBIO BepHYJICS B LI3gHbKaH.

Bce nuceMa oT AuxkaH4 nepegaBanuchk eMy yepes3 Uxku MHbYXKO.

Korpga on BepHyscs B LI3sTHbKAH, OH YCIIBIIIAJ CIIyXU. Y HETro TOrfa He ObIIO MOKHOCTH, X OH HE MOT
BOUTH BO ABOPeEI]. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH ITOIIPOCHJI TIOMOIIIX y CBOET0 Asau. [0, Ka3aaoch, yKe 3Hal
00 9TOM, ¥ TIPUBEJT €TO BO ABOPEIL], TOE OH yBUel, Kak MMmnepaTop FOaubscu nenyet Auxans. O
BHIEJT TOJIBKO JINIIO UMIIepaTopa, IOJIHOe Ti00BY U cTpacTu. Ero ronosa B3opBanack. OH He BUOET
BBIPAXKEHUS JTUIIa AUKaHS.

Ha naThIll TOf UX pa3nyKu OH BEPHYJICA C mobenoii. [lepBbie HECKOIBKO JHEH OH HE TOJIyYall
npuriaameHui ot Auxans. [ToToM cuTyauus B uMIiepuu u3MeHunach. CeiMa fHb TOTOBUJICS HANACTh
Ha HUX, CeMbs XyaHb OKa3aJlach B OIIACHOCTH, €T0 OTeIl XOOWJI XMYypPHIM. Kak OH MOT IOrpy>KaThCs B
JIMYHBIE YYBCTBA, KOTAa AeJI0 KacaloCch BCeU CeMbu?

B0o3M0xkHO, 3T0 OBLIO IPOCTO CIIOCOOOM M30€KAaTh ITPABIH.

Y Hero Toxe OblsIa CBOSI rOpAOCTh. OH He XOTeN BUAeTh A4XKaHs, a €CJIA U BUMEJ, TO OTHOCUJICS K
HeMy Kak K He3HakoMmIly. OH 6osbliie He ObUT TeM NBUIKUM I0HOIIeH. Ero yunuTens HaMeKa, 4To
oTHoIIeHUs AuxaHsg U CriMa FHS MOXKHO UCIO0b30BaTh. OH nolen B ycanb0y B BocTouHOM
IIPeAMeCThe, BO3MOXKHO, YTOOH YBUAETh AuXKaHs, HO YTO AYKaHb AyMaJl 0 ero ciioBax? Temepsb OH
TIOHMMaJI, YTO caM TONKHYN AuxaHs K ChiMa fAHI0.



U BCe 3TO IMPOU3OIIIIO ITOTOMY, UTO AUXKaHb I100uI ero. Pagyu HEro OH TOTOB OBIIT IT0KEPTBOBATh
CBOEU pemnyTalrer, CBOUM TEJIOM.

OH Hapmesncs, 4To A4KaHb JII00UT ero, HO KOorpga 3TO CTalio HpaBJIOfI, OH IIOHSJI, HACKOJIBKO OH ORI
IMOOJIBIM M TJIYIIBIM.

U uTo oH cumenan?

AuxXaHb cTan CTyr[eHBKOI;I Ha ero nIyTu K TPOHY. On TOJIKHYII Auxkansg x CriMa fHio, pa3pymui ero
XKHWU3Hb U OTHAJI Y HETO XKU3Hb.

Ero Auxansb ucues.
Bce, pagu yero oH 60pOJICS, TOTEPSIIO CMBICH, TIOTOMY YTO A4xKaHs 00Jblle He OBIIO.

Xyansb JIUHb TOYTH PYXHYJ Ha 1Moj1. B KoMHaTe GbIJI0 KapkKo, HO OH YyBCTBOBasI, OyATO IOmasl B
TeSHYIO0 Mellepy. 9To OB IPOHU3HIBAIOIINY XOJIOf.

— I'me rocrioguu? YTo TH ¢ HUM caenan? — BApyr crupocun [lodgaH. Ero nuiio 661710 MOKPHIM OT CJie3
¥ COIJIeH, HO B I'Jla3axX YMTanach TpeBora.

XyaHb JIuHb HaKOHEIl MOOH S TOJIOBY 1 IIOCMOTPEII Ha HET0 C KAMEHHEIM JIMIIOM, CJIOBHO IIOTPATHUB
ITOJIZKU3HU Ha OTBET:

— OH ymep.

JIy HuuTtyH u JIu [I31IMH CTOSNIM 3a ABEPbI0. OTo OB He TiaBHEIM 3anm Yeprora Taiizu, a 60KoBOM
3an. MMmepaTop HAOTpe3 0TKa3aics BouTu B YepTtor Tauisu.

V3-3a gBepu pa3paics TPOMKUM 3BYK U PEIYaHue, ToXoxkee Ha 3BepuHoe. JIy LIMHTYH He Konebarcs,
cpasy ke BHIOUII OBepb U YBUAEN CIEAYIONIyI0 KapTUHY: UMIIepaTop jieKaJjl Ha IOy, a YeJI0BEeK C
pacTpenaHHBIMU BOJO0CaMy HaOPOCUIICS Ha HETo, rjla3a IOKpacHesH, Kak ¥ 3Bepsi, OH OTKPHI POT U
YKYCHJI eTo 3a 1ieto. iMmepaTop nexan ¢ 6e3pa3MuyHbIM BEIPaXKEeHUEM JIULA, He COITPOTUBIISSICS.

Jly LIuHTYH TOOoIIeN ¥ OTTAIIKII TOTO YeJIoBeKa OT UMIlepaTopa, Ipy6o LMIBEIPHYB €ro Ha CTeHy. Meu
yXke OB y ero ropia.

[TokyieHue Ha UMIEpaToOpa — 9TO, KOHEYHO, CMEPTHHIM Ipex.
— OcTaHOBUCH, — BAPYT CKa3an uMmnepaTop. — OTIyCTH ero.

JIy HuntyH yopan med. [IlodhsH ObIsT 0OBIYHBEIM Y€JTIOBEKOM, HO azke OOBIYHBIM YeJI0BEK, OBEOEeHHBIN
IO TIpefera, MoxkeT OBITh y2KaceH. OH 4yTh He BeIpBaJCA U3 pykK JIy LIMHTYyHa, ¥ TOMY MPHUIIIIOCH
KPemKo IepKaTh ero.

— Tw1 youn rocioguna! 4 yorio Tebs! — Illodan moBTOPSa 3TO CHOBa U cHOBa. Pyka JIy LluaTyHa
Obl1a KeJIe3HON, HO OH YKYCHUJI eT0, TaK YTO IIOILIa KPOBb.

Xyans JIuHE IOQHAJICA C II0JIa:
— Xopotio 1mo3aboThcst 0 HeM. He fali eMy ocTpafiaTs.

Cka3zas 970, XyaHs JIUHB BHIIIE].



Jly LIMHTYyH CMOTpeI Ha YeJl0oBeKa, KOTOPHIM UCKAJl Ha €T0 TeJle MEeCTO IJIst YKyca, IIOHUMasi, YTO TOT
He mpocTo#. OH ymapui ero J0KTeM, YTOOBI OTJIYIIHUTE.
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