— Kakoe emé Hapymienue obernanusi! — pa3mpaxkeéHHOo ckasan Illao CuHTaH. — 4 yMmupaio oT
TOJI0Ofia, €CNTK He [alllb MHE M0eCThb, Y MeHs He OyeT CHUJI CITPaB/ISITHCS C TOOOM.

HOi1 YxxaHbHaHb YCIBIIIAN 3TO U XUXUKHYI. B mocieqHee BpeMs OH caM He MOHMMaAJ, 4YTO C HUM
IIPOUCXOIUT, HO eMy BCE O0JIbIlle HPAaBUIIOCh 3aHUMATHLCS 3TUM OEeJIOM, ¥ 00beKTOM er0 KeJTaHUN MOT
OnITh TobKO I1Tao CunaTaH. Korga IlTao CuHTaH OKa3bIBAJICS B IIOCTEJIM, OH IMIPOCTO HE MOT
OCTQHOBUTHCH.

— Torpa gaBau cHaudasa nmoeguM, — petnn KO YxxanbHaHb. BEITIO pa3dymMHee CHayala HAaKOPMUTh
[lTao CuHTaHa. Tak y Toro 6ymeT Goblile CUJI, YTOOBI IIOTOM HACHITUTh €T0 CAMOTO.

1ot 06ep [1lao CuHTAH eI C TPEBOTOM B Ceplle, Belb KaXAbM pa3, Korga KO YxkaHbHaHb KJ1all eMy
efly B TapeJKy, OH HEeBOJIbHO fyMaJl 0 TOM, KaKie He4yeJIoOBeYeCKHe MyKH ero XAyT moToM! OTOT
YyeJI0BEK B ITOCTEIH OB HACTOSIIUM 3BepeM!

OH c TpynmoM TJIoTal JI0XKKY 3a JIOKKOM CYII U3 JTaCTOYKUHBIX THE3, TTTy0O0KO coxKaJjiesi, YTO B IIOPHLIBE
MUMIYTECUBHOCTH COTJIACHIICS Ha 3TO.

— TrI cerogHs yKe Chejl Ha MopIuio 60bille 0OBIYHOTO, a TETIEPh eIlé U 3TO JTaCTOYKUHO THe3m0. He
nepeels Mu? — He Beigepxkan O YxaHbHaHb, BUASA, Kak [llao CuHTaH HaMepeHHO TSHET BpeMs.

YcnrimaB 310, [llao CuHTaH [AeNCTBUTENHHO TOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO IIePeel: JKUBOT yKe ObLJT KPYTJIBIM,
KaK IapuK.

— -3, KaXeTcs, MHe Hy>KHO CHaydaJjla MPOTyIsAThCs, YTOOH IIepeBapuTh efny... — [llao CuHTaH
nocMoTpen Ha IOt YxkaHbHaAHS T71a3aMHU, TOTHEIME MOJIBOBI, KaK y IIEHKA.

Ero GosbInve BraxHbIE T'Ta3a 3acTaBunu ceppie KO YxanbHaHsa €éKHYTh. OH YyTh HE CMSTYUIICS U
He COTJIaCHJICS, HO B rimybuHe mymu ckasan cede: [Ilao CuHTaH MPOCTO MPUTBOPSIETCS, U MOAIABATHCS
HeJIb35.

— Xopotto, s Tougy ¢ To0OM B CIIajIbHIO, TaM U IEPEeBapUlllh, — HeTeprenauBo BeTan KO UxkaHbHaHB,
nopoinéen K [llao CHHTaHY ¥ MIPUHSI 1103y, CJIOBHO TOBOPS: «I[T0CMOTPUM, CKOIBKO THI €11I€ CMOXKEIIIb
€CTb»>.

HaxkoHer, oka3aBmucs B crnajnbHe, [llao CuHTaH CHOBa Hayasl KallpU3HUYaTh, 3asBUB, YTO XO04YeT
IIPUHATH BaHHY, U OTTOJIKHYJ PyKy FO# YXaHbHAHS, KOTOpas yXKe 3aje3iia [I0f ero OgeXkay.

IO# YkaHbHaHL HAaKOHET] paccepaouicCs, IIOOXBATUIL [llao CuHTaHa Ha PYKH U, IIHYB OBEPb BaHHOM,
T'PO3HO CKa3all:

— ByueM MEITBCS BMECTE.

[ITao CuHTaH 4yBCTBOBAJ, 4TO Iepen KOi UkKaHbHaHbEEM OH [EMCTBUTEJIBHO JIETKO HAXOOUT
yBepeHHOCTh B ce0e. Kaxblil IeHb OHU CISAT B ONHOM IIOCTENH, HO CTOUT €My TOJIbKO yBUAeTh Il1ao
CuHTaHa, KaK OH Cpa3y e BCIIOMUHAeT 00 9TOM, U eT0 4ieH MTHOBEHHO CTaHOBUTCS TBEPHABIM, Kak
Xeneso.

Y BOT, emBa OHM BOILIUIM B BaHHYI0, O UXKaHbHAHb y2Ke Hayall pBaTh HAa HEM OfeXK/Y, a ero TyOsl
numuny [Mlao CuHTaHa BCEro KMCIopoaa.

— IlomenneHHee... — enBa ycnen cka3aTh Ilao CunTaH. Ero poT yXe OHEMEJ OT YKYCOB, ¥ OH
yBH[eJ1, KaK IyTOBULEI Ha €Tr0 HEJAaBHO CIIMTOY OfleXIe pa3fieTaloTCs, IPeBPaIlasch B JOCKYTHL.



B mraoBenue oka IlTao CuHTaH oOKa3ajcs Pa3feThiM. B mocieqHee BpeMs IOBapa B pe3uAeHIUN
KOMAHMYIOIIET0 KaXK Ikl JeHb TOTOBHIIK IJIST 9TOTO MaJIeHbKOT0 IPHHIIa pa3HooOpa3Hele O/Iona, U UX
yCUIHS He TIPOIITH fapoM. Ha ero CTPpOWHOM, MPOIOPIIMOHATEHOM TeJjle HaKOHeIl IIOSIBUI0Ch
HEMHOT'0 Msica, ¥ Te Topyalue péopa, KOTOPEIe paHbIlle BEI3LIBAJIM KaJI0CTh, ncue3nu. Ho oH Bcé
II1€ BBITJISIEN XYObIM, TOJIBKO TEeTeph ero TeJo CTamo 0ojee MITKUM U CO0Ia3HUTEbHEIM Ha OIIYIIb.

fpxui cBET majian Ha MOJIHOCThIO 00HaAXKEHHOeE, cyerka mpoxarriee Tesno [llao Cunrana. Ero
dapdopoBas Koxka Oblla KaK JIy4IIni MIENK, BEI3bIBAS KejlaHKe IIOKJIOHSATHCS eMy ¢ O1aroroBeHueM,
HO B TO XK€ BPeMS XOTeJI0OCh 6€32KaJIOCTHO Pa3PYIIUThL 3TO COBEPIIEHCTBO, OCTABUB CBOU CJIEMHI, CBOU
METKH... YTOOBI OH IMPUHAMJIeKa TOJIBKO €My OJHOMY...

— ITomoru MHe pa3meThcsi! — B rima3ax FOu YxkaHbHaAHS TOpPEN SBHBIM, HUYEM He IIPUKPBITHIY TOJIOf.
[lao CuHTaH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro MOTJIOLIaeT 3Ta MbIJIKas CTPaCTh, ¥, OPOXKAIIUMU MabllaMyu, Hadall
paccTéruBaTh MyroBUIlE Ha pybamke KO YxkaubHaHsg. OH 3HaJ, KAKOE MOIIHOE TeJI0 CKPHIBAJIOCh
107 OLEXKM0U, KaKue CUJIbl TAauJIACh B ero Melmnax. OpgHou pykou FOu YKaHbHaHb MOT IIOJHATE €0 U
IOBECTH IO CJIE3...

Korpa IlTao CuHTaH HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI CHSTh C HETO OPIOKH, OH OKa3aJICs Ha YPOBHE MOITHBIX
6enmep FO# UxanbHaHs. BHe3amnmHo Oorbinas pyKa OIycTuiack Ha ero miedo. [lfao CuHTaH, He
OKM[ast 3TOTO, yIlaa Ha KOJEeHH, YIapPUBIIUCH O TBEPAYIO YEPHYIO IIUTKY.

— Bo3bmu B por!

['pyOriit 1 He Tepnsiuii Bo3paxeHuit ronoc KOi YxkaHbHaHSA pa3facs Hap ero roioBoi. [opsguuit
TBEPMBIN NTPEeIMET YOApUJIl €To 110 JIUILY.

[ITao CuHTaH MOYYBCTBOBAJI CTHI U YHUIXKEHHUE. 3a BCIO CBOIO XKU3HB, B IIPOIIJIOM U B HACTOSIIIEM, OH
HUKOTTIa He [ieJajl HU4ero HaCcTOIbKO HU3KOT0. YBUAEB mepe co00¥ OrpOMHEIH, ropsiunil uineH FOu
YxaHbHAHS, TONIIMHON C PYKY MitafeHIa, [llao CHHTaH OTBEPHYJICS, IBITasICh U30exkKaTh 3TOr0, HO
HO# YkaHbHAHB CXBATHII €T0 3a MOAOOPOHOK U CHOBA MTOBEPHYI K cebe. be3 NMUIIHUX CJIOB OH IPUXKaJl
ronoBy Illlao CuHTaHa K CBOEMY TEMHO-(OHUOJIETOBOMY, yCTPalLIaoIleMy 4JIeHY.

— Xopotro 06/TMXKY, ¥ 3alIOMHH, Yei Thl. Eciiu elné pa3 yBUXKY, KaK Thl CMEEIILCS U Pa3roBapUBaEIIlh
¢ Huub KO3:kyHOM, HE XKIU MOIIAAbl, — X0JI0OHO npousHec KO YxkanbHaHb, 6€3KaT0CTHO JBUTASIChH
BO pTy Illao CuHTaHa, ITOKa TOT HE ITOYYBCTBOBaJI, KaK YeJIIOCTA OHEMEIIH, a TOPJI0 Havyasio
CKMMAaThCS OT PBOTHHIX I03EIBOB. TonmbKO TOrga IOu YkaHbHAHb KOHUYUII €My B POT.

[lTao CuHTaH 3aKalUIICs, IEITAsCh BHIITIOHYThH TYCTYIO0, Pe3KO0 MaXHYIIYI0 KUIAKOCTh, HO CITy4alHO
IIPOTJIOTHII YacTh. F0i YkaHbHAHD OAHSAT €r0, KaK LbIJIeHKa, 1 OPOCHI B OTPOMHYIO BaHHY, OTKyZa
Ha HEro cpa3y Xke XJILIHYJa X0JI0AHas Bofia.

— XBaTUT, 9TO He I'PsI3HO. PaHbIlle oy TIoTanu 3To 0e3 nmpobieM, — pa3gpaxkEeHHO cKasan K
YkaHbHaHB, BUAS, Kak [Ilao CuHTaH MpomoiIKaeT miaeBaThCs. IIogHsB ero 3a 6€mpa, OH BBEJT IMaJIbIThI
B €r0 aHyc, OBICTPO PACIIUPSIS €ro, a 3aTeM CHOBA BCTABUJI CBOM y2Ke BO30YXKIEHHHBIN YJIeH 0 KOHIIA.
YyBCTBYS, KaK TEIJIbIEe, IIJIOTHREIE MAIIIIE 00XBATHIBAIOT €T'0, OH HEe CMOT CHepKaTh CTOH M Havasl
STPOCTHO OBUTATHCS, UTHOPUPYS MOILOLI U CE3H! [[Tao CuHTaHa.

[ITao CuHTaH, OCTHIBIIMYU OT XOJIOGHOX BOJBI, YYBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro TeJ0 COTPSICaeTCs OT MOIIHBIX
TomuykoB FO# UxkaubHaHSI. EMy prUXoauioch nepkaThCs 3a Kpall BaHHBI, CJIOBHO JIOfiKa B OypHOM
MOpe, ¥ OH He MOT COepKaTh PHIAaHU, KOTHa BOJHE yIOBOJILCTBUS 3aXJIECTHIBAJIU €TO...

B Ty HOub FOit UkaHbHAHD CJIOBHO COIIEN ¢ yMa. HeckonbKo pa3 oH 3acTasnsn [[lao CuHTaHa OpaTh
€ero 4JIeH B POT, a [10CJie BaHHOY OHU Iepebpasnuch B KOMHATY, Ha KPOBaTh, Ha TyaJeTHHIN CTONIUK, Ha



CTeHy... Be3ne, roe TonbKo MOoXkHO 0v110, FOi YxkaHbHaHE 0€32KaI0CTHO Bafell UM... 3a HOYb OH
kKoH4uJ B [Ilao CuHTaHe 1mecTs pa3. Y TONBKO KOrfla Ha TOPU30HTE Hayall CBeTaTh, OH n03Bosu Illao
CuHTaHYy yCHYTb, OCTABUB B HEM CBOU IIOJIyMATKUU YJIEH...

Ha cnepytomuit mensb llao CuHTaH IeHCTBUTENBHO Cephe3H0 3abonen. K monymHo y Hero mogHsIach
TeMIlepaTypa, ¥ OH jieXKaJsl B IIOCTEJIM, He JBUrasiCh, C MOKPACHEBIIUM JIUI[OM U 3aKPHITHIMU T'JIla3aMH.
Y IO#1 UxkaHbHAHS OT 9TOTO 3allleMUIIO CEPIIIE.

[Tepen mpuxomoM Bpayda HO# UYxkanbHaHb MuuHO 0THEC [[lao CMHTAHA B BAHHYIO, YTOOBI IIOMBITh.
[TpoBoas manbllaMu II0 €T0 Topsyel, IMeTKOBUCTOM KOXKe, OH CHOBA IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro
OXBaThIBaeT XkKeJlaHue, HO cepkKas ce6si, YToOb BEIMBITH TO, YTO OH OCTABHJI BHYTPU HET0 HaKaHYHe.
[ToxpacHeBuuy u onyxumi anyc [llao CuHTaHa BHITJISAEN Y2KaCHO.

Korpga npumén Bpady, F0it YxkaHbHaHb He 103BOIMI eMy ocMOTpeTh [llao CuHTaHa, KakK paHbIlle, a
TOJIBKO CYXO OIKCaj TPaBMHI U TOTpeOoBaJl BeNKCaTh jJekapcTBa. OH 00Jbllle He MOT TePIETh, YTOORI
KTO-TO Bupen Tesno Illao CuHTaHa, faxe Bpady.

Bpau, B3goXHYB, BHINIKCAN Ma3b ¥ XKapoMoHUKawIee, mocoBeToBaB HO# UxkaHbHAHIO BO3[EPXKATHCS
OT CeKca Ha [IBe He[leJld, YeM BhI3BaJl €ro sIpocTh. Pasgpaxkénurniii FOit YkaHbHAHb BEITPOBORUIT
Bpaya.

[ITao CuHTaH MOJHOCTHIO BEI3TOPOBEN TOJIHKO Yepe3 aBe Hemenu. Bcé aTo BpeMs H0it YKaHbHAHD
IIPOSIBIISII K HEMY HeBUIAHHYIO PaHee HeXXHOCTh ¥ 3a00Ty, KaXKObIM NeHb Ciefs 3a TeM, YTOOHl OH
IIpAHUMAJI JIeKapCTBa U eJl, KaK HacTosAIlas HIHbKa.

B ToT nensb [llao CunTaH, BCE ellé cnabblif, CBEPHYTHIM KalauukoM II0J] OJesIJIOM, UTHOPHUPOBA
My2KUYMHY, KOTOPHIU NIBITAJICS IPUBJIeYh ero BHUMaHue. 0t YkaHbHaHb, HEPBHUYAS, CHeal
HECKOJIbKO KPYTOB II0 KOMHaTe, a 3aTeM OOHSJI er0 BMECTe C OfesIJIOM U JIaCKOBO CKa3all:

— Marbl, XBaTUT y&Ke OyThesi. Eciu Oynmelb 3MUTHCS OajlbIlle, 3TO IIOBPEUT TBOEMY 3[0POBbIO.

— Kpowme Toro, B TOT ieHb g He x0Tel TeOst 06uneTs, IpPocTo Thl MeHs pa3o3nun! Korga g ysupern,
KaK THL CaM BEPXOM yCKaKall, Cephle 4yTh He BEIIPBITHYIIO U3 IPYAU. A TOTOM S yBUAET, KaK TH
cMeénibcs u Oonraelns ¢ Luabs FOaxyHOM, U... — FO#t UkaHbHaHb Hadall 00BbACHATH, HO, BCIIOMUHAS
TOT [€Hb, HEe MOT CAepXKaTh pa3gpaxeHus, 4yBCTBYs, KaK Cephle CXKUMaeTcsl 0T peBHOCTU. OH
60s171Cs, UTO OOHAXKIH 3TOT MaJIeHbKUYN COKPOBUIIE Gosblie He OyeT mpuHaaiexaTh eMy.
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