[MMao CunTana u KO YkaHbHAHSI IIPOBOOUIIA Ha JIy4dIIne MeCTa. Y xaxnoro rocts psAoOM CTOAIIA
IOHOIIN 1 OEBYIIKHU B OOMHAKOBOU y'HI/I(l)OpMe, O6CJ'IY}KI/IBaIOH.II/Ie uX. XOTSI OHM OBITH BCETO JIMIIb
Od)HHHaHTaMH, MMOMJAOIIMMY Yal, HU OOWH U3 HUX He OBLIT JTUIIEH IIPUBJIEKATEJIbLHOCTH. Bugno 6BIJ'[O,
YTO XO34UH IIPUIIOZKHNII YCUTIUA.

Heu3sBecCTHO, clydyaliHO UM HaMepeHHO, Ho psigoM ¢ FO# UxaHbHaAHEM OKa3ajics 0COOEHHO
MUJIOBUIHEIM I0HOIIA C HEXKHEIMU YepTaMy JIla, PYMSHBIME r'y0aMy U AByMs IMOUKaMU Ha I[eKax,
KOTOpBIE NOSIBIISJINCH, KOTAa OH yJbl0ancs. OH BHITJIALEN IPOCTORYIIHEIM U IPUSATHEIM.

Ho H0# YxxaHbHaHB faxkKe He B3TJITHYJ Ha HEro, BMeCTo 3Toro o6epHysuIuch K [llao CuHTaHy U
CIIPOCHB, Ha KaKyo Jiolanb oH cTaBuT. [lfao CHHTaHY CTal0 HEMHOr'O XKailb IOHOIIY.

CKayk#, KOHEYHO, COITPOBOXKAANTUCH CTABKAMHY, YTO [00aBIISIIIO 3PENIUIITHOCTH. ITO OBbIT eITé OMMH
crroco0 IPUBIeYb BHUMaHKe, IOMUMO CaMOT0 COPEBHOBAHHSI.

FO# YkaHbHaHb, pa3BaMBIINCh B KPeciie U 3aKMHYB HOT'Y Ha HOTY, ¢ ybOKo# cka3an [llao CunTaHy:
— Bribupaii, Ha KaKOi HOMEp IIOCTaBUM.

— A ecnu IpourpaeM, 3TO Ha TBOM CUET, a €C/TM BrIUTpaeM — Ha Moi? — Illao CuHTaH, BHUMATEIbHO
paccMaTpuBas Jollafield BHU3Y, CIIPOCHIIL.

— C yero 6u1? — FO#t YkKaHbHAHB UTPUBO MOOHSII I'yCThe OpoBU. — Pa3Be Tak ObIBaET?

— Torga K10 Xe 6YI[eT CTaBUTh 3a TeOs1! — Illao CuHTaH PaBHOAOYIIHO OTBEJI B3TJIAL, 6pOCI/IB B3TJIA0
Ha 4YeJIOBEKa, 00JIbIIIE TTOX0XKEro Ha YJIXYHOTO XyJIUTaHa.

— JlapHo, BRIMTPHIIT OyaeT TBOU... — HO# UKaHbHAHb C XUTPOU yIIbIOKOM 106aBUII:

— Ho ecnu npourpaewm, g pelty, 4To genaTh.

OTOT IOMeLIaHHbINM Ha YAOBOJIbCTBUAX MyKumHa! [[lao CuHTaH nogyMasi U CIIOKOWHO OTBETHUIL:
— Xopotiio.

— Torpa gorosopunucek! — KO YkKaHbHaHbL Cpa3y 0KUBUJICS, BHIIIPSIMUIICS U IIOCTABUII IIOTHBIN
SIITAK 30JI0THIX CIUTKOB. OH 1€ CTBUTENIHLHO XOTEN IIPOUTPATh...

[ITao CHHTaH IOIIPOCHUII CITYCTUTLCS Ha I10JIe, YTOOH M00IMKe pacCMOTPETD jomanei. O
YkaHbHAHB C SHTY3Ua3MOM BHI3BaJICS COIIPOBOXKAATH €T0.

Ha camowm mene, nnans FO# YxkaHbHaHS ObIIM 00pedYeHHl Ha mpoBa. B mpommoi xu3nu [1lao
CuHTaH yBIeKacs ckaukaMu. dHb O3H TUYHO YUYWL €T0, KaK OIeHUBATh JIOLIafeil 1o MacTH, CUje
HOT, KOITBITaM, IIPOTIOPLMSIM U APYTUM MTapaMeTpaM. KOHEeYHO, yUUTHIBAIOCh U MaCTEPCTBO XKOKes.
[To3xe fAup ®3H, YTOOH YTOOUTH €MY, IaXKe KYIuI HECKOJIBKO TeKTapOB 3eMJIU 3a TOPOLOM U
TIOCTPOUJT HeOOJIBIIION MaHeXK, IJle OHM YacTO KaTajauch. [109TOMy HaBHIKM BepX0BOi e3mbl I11ao
CuHTaHa OBIIM HA BRICOTE.

01 YxxanvHaub HaOmoman, Kak [Ilao CUHTaH JTaCKOBO TIAAUT KaXKAyIo JIOIIadb, 001IaeTcs ¢
KOHIOXaMU U 3a[]a€T TOUHBIE BOIIPOCH], YTO 3aCTABUIJIO UX OTHECTUCH K HEMY C yBaKeHHWEM U OTBeYaTh
CEPBE3HO.

Korma [Ilao CuHTaH BEIOpas CeIbMOT0 HOMepa — THeoro YUCTOKPOBHOIO Xepebila, Hamexkmbl FOu
YxaHbHAHS Havasy TasiTh. OH BCE Ke IMOMbITAJICS CITPOCUTE:



— Tw1 yBepeH? MoXKeT, ellé TOCMOTPUM?

[lTao CuHTaH B3TJISHYJ Ha HETO U 0e3 CJI0B BepHYJICS Ha TPUOYHY. Ero BEIpaXkeHue nulla U3aydano
yBepeHHOCTh B mobefe, 4To 3acTaBuiio IOt YxkaHbHaHS IOYYBCTBOBATh 3y B CEPALE, U OH YYTh HE
TIOAANICs JKeJIaHUIo IPSIMO 3[eCh U celyac.

Korpma ckauku Hauanuch, [llao CuHTaH He U3MEHMIT cBoero pemrenus. KO UxaHbHaHb, CUAS Ha
TpubyHe, yxke 3Has, 4To [llao CunTaH BeIUrpaeT. Bemb 9T0 OblsIa €MUHCTBEHHAS JIOLIAh, Ha KOTOPYIO
OH caM Ovl noctaBu1. OH Haflesisics, 4To ceronHs BeuepoM [ITao CUHTaH cHenaeT eMy MUHET, HO
YBBHL...

Pe3ynbTat ObL1 Ipefcka3dyeM. YuCTOKPOBHBIM xkepebel He TIOJBEN, U JKOKeM TOXKe CIIPaBUIICH.
— Tot ymeems e30uTh BepxoM. — 0¥ YKaHbHAHB C YIPEKOM KOHCTATAPOBAT (akKT.
— A ecTp npaBuIo, 4YTO 9 HE MOry ymMeTh? — Illao CHHTaH XOJIOOHO B3T/ISIHYJ Ha HETO.

HO# YxanbHaHb OBIT OIIapallleH U ellé O0IbIle PacCTPOUICS. 3aTeM ero oTBneK Lu [Takai,
TIO3IPABJIsAs C KPYMHBIM BHIUTphImeM. [Ilao CuHTaH, BUAs, KaK OHU 00CYyXKIal0T TEKyIue COOBITHS,
II0YYBCTBOBaJI CKYKY U, CKa3aB lOi YXaHbHAHIO, BHIIIE].

Ha unmogpoMe ckKauyku mpomoskanuch, HO [llao CunTaHy oOHU O0Jbille He ObUTH HHTEPEeCcHH. OH
TI03BaJI CIYTY U MTOMPOCHII OTBECTH €r0 Ha MaJIeHbKUH MaHexX. EMy BOPYT 3aX0TeI0Ch BHOBB OLIYTUTh
cB0OOOMY BEPXOBOIL €3/IHI.

[Tepen Tem Kak yiTH, [llao CuHTaH 3aMeTHJI, KaK MUJIOBUIHBIM I0HOIIIA C yIbIOKOM mogan FOu
YkaHbHAHIO YalIKy 4as. EMy oKa3anoch, 4To JIy4Ille II0CKOpee YUTH.

ManeHbKHH MaHeXkK HaXOMWICS HeJaJeKo OT MIIIOAPOMa, U BIalieKe BCE eIlé CIIBIIIAaINCh BO3TIaCkl
3putenei. Ho 3meck OBIIO THXO0, ¥ TOJTBKO OfWH TPEHEP MEMJIEHHO eXall 0 JOPOXKKE.

— 3mech crokoiHo, — 3aMetun [llao CuHTaH.

— IIa, Bce Ha OOJIBIIOM HIIOAPOME CMOTPSAT CKAYKHM, — OTBETHUJI CJIYTa, BHITJISIAEBUINN CMBIIITIEHBIM.
— HepaBHo 31ech OBIT e111€ OIMH YeJIoBeK, HO eMy 3[iech ObIIO TECHO, ¥ OH VIIEN Ha 3aJHUM JBOP. —
Cnyra yka3as Ha HeOOJIbIIYIO KaTUTKY PSAIOM C MaHEKEM.

XoTsi MaHeXK OBbIJT He TAaKUM YK MaJIeHbKUM, [IJIs IIOJTHOIIEHHOM €3kl OH [IeHCTBUTENIHHO He TTOOXOIHUIL.
[Tao CHHTaH OCMOTpEJICS U MpUKa3aj CIyre:

— [IpoBonou MeHs K KOHIOIIHE, 5 BEIOEpY JIomams.
— Koneuno! — Cnyra ¢ pagoctsio nosen lllao CuHTaHa K KOHIOIITHE.

[lTao CunTaH BRIGpan 6emyio KoObTy. OHA BREIT/ISIENIa MOLTHEE APYTHUX XKepe6Il0oB B KOHIOIIHE, C
KPACHBLIMU PeNibe(DHBEIMU MBILIIIAME ¥ YUCTOM G€JI0¥ IepPCThi0, KOTOpas 61ecTesia Ha COJTHIIE.

— Cap, BaM HYKHa nomoIns ¢ o0yuenneM? — K [Ilao CuHTaHy IOAOIIENT BEHICOKUN MyKYKWHA B
TPafUIIMOHHON (opMe KOKes, BeXKJIMBO NIPEAJIOKUB CBOU YCITYTH.

— Her, cnacu6o, — ynsi6uymncs [llao CuHTaH.

— BupHO, 9TO BBI ONMBITHEIA HAE3THUK, 9TO JTy4YIlas JIOMIAAb U3 OCTABIIUXCS, — YIILIOHYIICS XKOKeH,
Bups, uto [Illao CUHTaH HAacTPOeH APykKeo0HO, U MTPeII0KHUII IIOMOYb eMy ITepeoaeThCs.



— BEHI BHITJIAOUTE BEJIMKOJIEIIHO!

Korpa [Ilao CuHTaH BHIIIET B (POpMe KOKeS, OH yCIBIIIAT HEIIPOU3BOJIbHBIN KOMIITUMEHT. OH JIUIIb
crerka yneiOHycs. OH yXKe IMPUBLIK K BOCXUINEHNI0 CBOEN BHEITHOCTHIO, HO 9TO HE NOCTaBIISITIO EMY
pagoctu. Kazanocs, 06e ero xKu3HMU ObIIM Pa3pyILIeHHl U3-3a BHEIIHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OH YHAcJIeoBasl

OT POJIUTENIEH.

[ITao CuHTaAH J1€rKO BCKOYMII Ha JIOIIaAb U, B3MaXHYB XJIBICTOM, TIOHECCS I10 MaHEXY. Ero gonunHbIE
BOJIOCEI pa3BE€BalINCh Ha BETPY, U BCE, KTO paGOTaJ'I Ha MaHeXe, 3aMepPIIy, Ha6mo;1a51 3a 3TUM
BEJINKOJIEITHBIM 3PEJINIIEM.

Omnyrmenyie cBOOOMEI, KOTTa ThI Ha KOHE, OBIZIO TPEKPAaCHBIM, HO 3TOT0 OBIZI0 HEJOCTaTOYHO. Emy
XOTEJIOCh MYaThCsl BO BECh OIIOP, BMECTe C 6eJIoN JoInanblo, Iof Irojy0sM HeboM. ..

— OTKpoOUiTEe KAJIUTKY, 1 X04y BelexaTh, — [[lao CUHTaH OCTaHOBUII JIOLIaAbL PAAOM C KOKEEM, U
Oenas KoOblla HEIOBOJIBHO (BIPKHYIIA.

— Ho 3a npegenaMu MaHexka He0e30macHO... — XKOKel Kone0ascs.

— HepaBHO ke KTO-TO BBIIIET], U S YBEPEH B CBOMX HaBHIKaX. [I[poKadyyCch HEMHOTO ¥ BEPHYCh, BCE
OymeT B mOpPSIOKeE.

— Hy... mapgsO.

3amHUH IBOP, HA3hIBAEMBIN «TOPOii», HA CAaMOM [iefie ObII POBHOM MECTHOCTHIO, KYIIJIEHHON X03SHMHOM
Y IIPEBPAIEHHOM B MECTO [IJIsI BepX0BOM e3kl. [TpocTpaHCcTBa 31ech OblI0 60JIbIle, U JIOIIAAX MOT TN
CBOOOITHO CKAKaTh 10 3eMJIe, TIOKPHITOM OMABIINMHU JIUCThIMHU, UX OejIbie TPUBHLI PAfOCTHO
pa3BeBaJIUCE.

[lTao CuHTaH TOXke OBIJT B BOCTOPTe, KPENKOo CxKKUMas 6€fpa, U Jaxe He HYKHO OBIJIO CUJIBHO XJIeCTATh
JouIangb, YToOkl OHA MuYanach ¢ HuM. OH HaKJIOHUIICS K IIlee JIOIIafiy, OllyIlasi puTM e€ Oera,
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH BOT-BOT ynaméeT. Ho oH Hacnaxmaics 9TuM, OyaTO Bce Mpo0ieMbl peabHON XKU3HU
OCTaJIUCh TMIe-TO JaJieKo, He OBIJI0 MPUHYKIEeHUS, He00XOIUMOCTH U 9TOM IPOKJISITOM KabaTbHON
TPaAMOTEHL...

B 3TOT MOMeHT OH OLLI CBOOOTIEH...

[ITao CuHTaH 3aKpPHUI I1a3a, HAcaakAasiCh MOMEHTOM... BOPYyT OH yCIIBIIA MPHOIAKAIOIIIHCS
TOIOT KOIIBIT, ¥ TIEPENl HUM OCTAaHOBHUJICS THEMOM kepebel], Ha KOTOPOM CHUJIeIT OIIeIOMIEHHBIN
IOHOIIIA.

— 910 TH? — IJT0 OBIN LIyHE KD33KYH, KOTOPOr0 OH [AaBHO HE BUOEN, C YOIUBIIEHHEM CMOTPEBIINN Ha
HETO0.

— IIpocTto kaTtatoch, — [llao CuHTaH ToxKe OBIJT HEMHOTO YAUBIIEH, HO OBICTPO B35 Ce0s B PYKU U
BEJKJTUBO KUBHYII.

— T#wr... ¢ Ot YkanpHaHEM?
— la.

KTo e11é mor ero npuBecTu? ITOT 3aHOCYHBHINA MOJIOMION TOCIIONWH, HAaBEPHOE, IyMaJl, YTO OH CMEHUII
nmokpoBuTensa. OH Bcerga CMOTpEN Ha Hero CBHICOKa. Ho moyeMy ero jMio BAPYT CTaio MedyajbHbIM?



[Ilao CuHTaH He MOHKHMAJI ¥ He XOTeJI IIOHUMaTh. Y Hero He OBIJIO BPEMEHHN Ha UT'PEI C OoraTeIMH
HaClIeJHUKaMH.

Onwu 3amonuanu, u [lTao CunTan, rasaas Ha Luaes FO3xkyHa, BeXKJIMBO U OTCTPAHEHHO CKa3all:

— Torpa, rociogus F03xkyH, 5 TOeny B Ty CTOPOHY.
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