— Kpectaniit! — He LI3ssHbaHb, YBUAEB €T0 COCTOSIHHE, UCIIYTAJICS U C TPEBOTOM MPOTSHYIT PYKY,
4yTOORI TOAIEePXKATh €ro.

[lao CuHTaH MaxHy1 PYKOW, ITOKa3biBasi, YTO C HUM BCe B IIOPAAKE, HO TaK ¥ He IMTOOHSII TOJIOBHI.
[Tpo1io HeKOTOPoe BpeMsi, Ipexkae YeM OH, CJIOBHO HaOpaBIIKUCh CHUJI, C TPYIOM IIOOHSJICS HAa HOTH U
yneibHyncs He LI3siHbaHIO, IBITASCh €TI0 YCIIOKOUTE. TOJTBKO OH CaM He 3HaJl, HACKOJIbKO XPYIIKON U
nyliepasgupatoliei Oria 9Ta yibi0Ka.

[ITao CuHTaH, maTasch, MOOOIIEN K KPOBATH U U3 IIOTAaWHOTO OTAEIEHUS BEIHY/ T€ KYIIOPHI, KOTOPHIE
npuHec emy JIio Baii, a Takxke KabanbHyi0 rpamoty He LI3sHbaHs. C Tex 1mop, Kak BYepa IpOou30IIIu
COOBITHSI, OH YYBCTBOBas ce0s1 pa30UTHIM U GU3NYECKU CITabbIM.

— IMomoitmu, — no3Ban Illao Cunrtan He LI3sHbaHs, pa3BepHYB lleped HUM KabaabHYI0 IPaMoTy, a
3aTeM, Ha Ijla3ax y Majb4yuKa, pa30pBasl MOXKeNTeBIINY JOKYMEHT C OTIIeYaTKaMy IIaIblieB U
ImevyaThio Ha MeJIKHe KYCOYKH, TaK YTO coOpaTh uX 00paTHO OBINIO Y2Ke HEBO3MOXKHO.

He HSHHB&HB CMOTpEJI Ha €ero J:[eI;ICTBI/IH B OIIETIEHEHWH, a 3aTeM BHE3aIllTHO YIIa/l Ha KOJIEHU U C
TpeBOTOfI B r'0JI0OCE IIPOU3HEC:

— KpecTHbIl, BBl MeHs 00Jibllle HE XOTUTE?

[Tocne Bocnuranud lllao CuntaHa He 1I3siHbaHb JaBHO yKe HU Ilepeq KeM He CTAHOBUJICS Ha KOJIEHH.
Ho maxe OMHS CJ10Ba KPECTHOTO O TOM, YTO Y MyKYUHEI [107] KOJIEHSMU 30J10TO, OH HEe CMOT
YCTOSTh.

— 3ayeM TH CHOBa Ha KoieHIx? — [llao CHMHTaH IOMBITANICS IIOTHSITh €T0, HO IIOHSJI, YTO Y HETro yxe
HEeT CUJI IIOOHATH 3TOT'O IIOJIYB3POCIIOTO MAJIbYHUIIKY. On B3OOXHYII KU CKa3all:

— 4 tebs He Opocalo, BCTaBal, IOTOBOPUM.

He 1I3siHbaHb HEPEIIUTENTbHO MTOMHSIJICS, HO B €T0 CEP/ILIE BCe ellle Lapuila TPEBOTa, ¥ OH C UCIIYTOM
cmotpen Ha [Ilao CuHTaHa.

— 4 gyman, 4TO TH ellle MaJl, ¥ XOTeJI IOJ0XkKAaTh, IT0Ka TH ITOfpacTells, YTOO0H oTaaTh Tede 3T0. Ho
TeIeph s caM He B CBOeH BJIacTH, 6010Ch, He CMOTY TebsI 3aIlUTUTD, la ¥ caM II0TepsiI CBobony...
Ecnu xouems yiTH, s JaM Tebe HeMHOTO IeHer... — Tuxo npousHec [llao CuHTaH, HO IeYab B €T0
rosoce ObLIa STBHOM.

— i ne yuny! — He LI3s1HbaHb BCKOUYUJI U KPEIIKO CXBATUJI €r0 3a PyKaB, C TBEPAOCTHIO B ['OJIOCE
3asBUIL:

— KpecTHbI#, BbI 00JIbIIIE HE IPOTOHSINUTE MEHS, BBl TaK XOPOIIO0 KO MHE OTHOCHIIMCE, 51 elle Oymy
3a00TUTHCS O BAC B CTAPOCTH.

[ITao CuHTaH C TPyOOM COEpKUBa Ciie3bl, ciaylasa 3T70. He L[3sHbaHb XKe MPOO0JIKal C TPEBOTOU:
— 4 ckopo BrIpacTy, coBceM ckopo! Korpga s BeIpacTy, CMOT'y 3alllUTUTh KPECTHOTO!

[Ilao CuHTaH C ropeynio OOHSITT eT0 60J'IBI.T.IYIO TOJIOBY 1 KPEIIKO IIPHUZKaJl K cebe, He B cujax
IIPOU3HECTHU HU CJIOBA.

— KpecTHEIM, BaM He HpaBUTCA y KoMaHOytomero I0sa? — copocun He LI3gHbaHb, 0CTOPOXKHO
BBITJISIOBIBAS U3 00BSATUM.



— A ut0, ecnu u Tak? — oTBeTU Ilao CuHTaH. — Kak Ol TaM HU OBLIO, IPUXOAUTCS TEPIETS.
— Torpa noueMy MbI He cOexuM? — He 1I3gHbaHb BHE3AMHO IIOHU3UT TOJIOC.

— Kak c6exum? KabanbHasi rpamora y Hero, — Illao CuHTaH U caMm He pa3 gyMain 06 aToM. — [la u
KyZa Mbl yOeXKuM, eciu oH He 103BonuT? Beck CeBepo-BoCTOK OA €ero KOHTPOJIEM.

He 1I3sgHbaHb B IIOCTIeIHNUE IHU CIIbiIan o KabanbHoi rpamorte [[Tao CuHTaHa. [TofyMasB, OH IIENHYIT
eMy Ha yXO:

— Hwuuero crTpairsoro, 51 paHbllle BUeN, Kak MHOTHe cOeraiu 1ocjie npofaxu B Kabaiy, riaBHOE —
He II0IIaCThCH. ..

[llao CuHTaH 3aropencs Hagekaou, OXKugas IPOOOIKEHUS.

— Ecnu emie u nopnenaTh yAOCTOBEpeHNE TMYHOCTH, TO MOXKHO cOexkaTh Tyfa, TIe HaC HUKTO He
3HAET, U XKUTh ITO]] YyKUM UMEHEM, HUKTO He HaWIeT, la U 30eCh yKe He CTaHyT UCKATh.

— IlpaBma? — romnoc lllao CuHTaHa Apoxar.
— a! — He LI3ssHbaHb YBEPEHHO KUBHYII.

— Torpa... — IlTao CuHTaH OB OIIeIOMJIEH PAlOCThIO, IIOCTOSIHHO HAOMUHAs cebe COXPaHSTh
CIIOKOMCTBUE, U cKa3all He II3sHbaHIO:

— ITO JOIXKHO OCTAThCS MEXKAY HaMU, HUKOMY 0O0JIbIlle He TOBOPH.

He Ii3sgHbaHb CUIILHO KUBHYII.

— U emme, HaM HYKHO BCe TIIATEIbHO 00OyMaTh, lall MHE BpeMs IIOyMarTh.

[ITao CuHTaH 3aKpHII I'J1a3a, a KOrAa OTKPHIJI, B HUX yKe TOpeJl OrOHb PEIIUMOCTH. ..

Bermelt, KOTophle HY2KHO ObJI0 3a0paTh, Ob1I0 HEMHOT0. HEKOTOpHIE CTaphle U MOTPEeNaHHble BELU 1
Tak He npuHazexanu [[Tao CuHTaHy, OH UMM HUKOTHA He T0JIb30BaJICs, TakK YTO U OpaTh UX He CTall.
YacTs Bele, KoTopele eMy nopapuin KO YkaHbHAHb, OH pa3fall CTapyIlkaM, paboTaBIIKM BO IBOPE.
[ITsup LlalTIHE CMOTPEN Ha 3TO € 3aBUCThIO, HO [Illao CuHTaH HUYero emMy He man. He u3-3a o6upnsl 3a
TO, YTO TOT IIPOAaj ero KabanbHyio rpaMoTy KO YxkaHbHAHIO, IOHUMAas, YTO B I'J1a3ax
KOMaH/IYIOIIero OH caM OBIII MEeJIKOW COIIKOM, He CMes IIEPEeUYUTh TaKOMY 4eJIoBeKy. [IpocTo OH 3Hall,
yTo [IIsHp LauTaHb HE HyKJAJICs, @ BeIly JIydllle OTHaTh TeM, KOMY OHU AEUCTBUTEILHO
HEeOOXOOUMEL.

Opuaxko y He II3siHbaHs Belrel 010 HeMaso. X0TS B pe3ufeHINN KOMaHAyIOIIero, HeCOMHEHHO,
IIOATOTOBUIIMA BCe HEOOXOOUMOE, OH OB CAaMOCTOSITEIbHEIM PeOEHKOM U, He HoxXunasch cioB Ilao
CunTaHa, yXe cobpasn cBou Bemu. OH He XOTEeJT PacCTaBaTLCS C KPECTHBIM, HO U He XKeJlall eTo
oropdaTh. EMy coBceM He HPaBUJICSI TOT POCKOIIHLIHM, OXpaHSIeMBI 0COOHSK, Ky[la OHU HOJIKHBI ObLIH
IIepeexars.

IITao CuHTaH BCe 3TO BUAEJ, HO HUYEro He CKa3aJl, JIUIIb IIOrJIagul ero II0 T'OJIOBe.

[Tepen orve3moM Isub LlaiiTAHb TOM MIPEOJIOrOM OTOCIAT BCEX OCTANIbHBIX U, C XUTPOU YIIBIOKOH,
nonTsuyn [[lao CuHTaHa B KOMHATY, IIJIOTHO 3aKPHIB 3a COO0M [BEPE.

— Cnymait, 6pater Illao, Kak T MOT ObITh TAKUM HEOCTOPOXKHEIM, — [II9ub laliTsiHbL 00EpHYIICS,



IIPUHSB BUL CTapllero 6paTa, ¥ cKa3an:
— Kaxk TH MOT CBI3aTHCS C TAaKAM YEJIOBEKOM?
— C kakuM 4yenoBekoMm? — ceppte llao CuHTaHa €KHYJI0, ¥ OH CIIPOCHIIL.

— C TeM UTpPOKOM... — MaJjieHbKMe ra3a [Isas [[auTaHsa yCTpeMUInuch Ha Hero, CJI0BHO IIBITasACh
IIPOYMUTATD YTO-TO B €T0 BLIPAXKEHUHU NIHIIA, @ 3aTEM OH C CEPbE3HBIM BHUIOM ITPOIOJIKHUII:

— Tor, KTo mpuxogun K Tebe B IPOIIILIN pa3, CKa3as, YTO OH TBOM CTapIuii 6paT ¢ pOOuHEL. B Te
nHY, Korfa Te0s1 He ObLJIO, OH MPUXOAMI HECKOJIBKO pa3, Kak 0e3yMHBIN, HCKall Tebs.

— B mpormuteiit pa3 s TOJIBKO MEJTBKOM €TI0 BU[IEJI, OH BRITJISIAE] KaK CUMIIQTUYHEIN MapeHs... — [II9Hb
Ta#TsaHL TOMOIYAJ, a 3aTeM JOOABUIT:

— Ho teneps, rae ToT napens? OH IOXyAes 10 Hey3HAaBa€MOCTH, C CUHSIKaMHU II0f] TJ1a3aMu, eCjiu Obl
HEe MOSI XOPOIIlasi MaMsTh, 5 ObI MIPUHSII €T0 3a HUIIETro!

[ITao CuHTaH CiymIaln ¢ Bo3pacTaiomuM yxkacoMm. OH 3Ha, uTo JIto Bait Korga-HuOyab OUAET [0
3TOTO, HO He OXKUfaJ, YTO TakK OBICTPO. BuguMo, ero neHbru yke He BEpHYTh.

— Mt&iI ¢ HUM He 0u3ku... — [[Tao CHHTaH cesasn BUf, YTO eMy HeJIOBKO TOBOPUTH IIJIOXO O APYTHUX,
Ha ero JIMIe YUTAJIACh JIETKAs CMYIIEHHOCTh:

— OH OBIJT MOIIIEHHUKOM C MO€M PONMHEI, KOT[la ¥ Hero HU4Yero He 0CTaJioch, OH IpHexarl Clofa,
BUIUMO, TOE-TO Y3HaI 0 MOeM MECTOHAXO0XAEeHWU. B MpomIkii pa3 OH IPHILENT KO MHE 3a HeHbIaMH,
sl OTKa3aJl, ¥ OH Ha4all yrpoxkaTh. '0BOPST, TeIephb OH ellle ¥ IPUCTPACTHUIICS K a3aPTHEIM UTPaM,
HaBepPHOe, CHOBA ITPHUIIEN 3a HeHbraMH.

[MTao CuHTaH TOBOPHAII C TaKOu HNCKPEHHOCTRIO U II€YadJIbl0, YTO BRITJIAOE]I KpaﬁHe HECYaCTHEIM.

[[Iaub LladTSIHB, CTAPHIH IMC, C TOJO3PEHUEM IIOCMOTPENT HA HETO, HO TIOBEPHUTT ¥ C BO3MYIIIEHUEM
CKa3al:

— Kaxk Takoe BO3MOXKHO!
— MoxXeT, CTOUT COOOIINTL KOMaHAYIOIMeMy, TakKol 4eloBeK... — Hadan [[Ioub [aiTIHE.

— He cTouT, KOMaHAYIOMINM 3aHAT, He HY2KHO ero 0€CIIOKOUTH 110 TaKuM nycTsgkaM, — [llao CunTax
[OCTas U3 KapMaHa KyIiopy HeOOoblIIoro HOMUHAaNa U TpoTsaHyn ee [1Iaxb LlanTsHio:

— IMoxarnyiicTta, moMmoru MHe, 6paTell, ©30aBbCS OT HETO.

— Yro TH menaemb, 6paTen! — [Ioub [lalTIHE KaTEeTOPUYECKU OTKA3aJICs, ero pykKa Oblna ropasmo
cunbHee, 4yeM y [llao CuHTaHa, ¥ OH C JIETKOCTHIO OTTOJIKHYJI IEHbIH, Iejlast BUL, YTO 0OUXKEH:

— V¥ Hac Takue OpaTcKue OTHOIIEHUS, KaK s Mory OpaTh y Te6st neHbru! TBoU fiela — MOM [fielia, He
BOJIHYICS, 51 BCE yJlaXky, U ThI O0JIbllle €70 He YBUAUIID.

— Tonbko He 3a0yap MeHsI, Korga pa3borareelb, OpaTell, MHe ellle MHOTOe HYy:KHO OymeT y Tebs
TIOTIPOCHTb.

[IIsus LlauTsabs HaoTpe3 oTKa3arncs, u [[lao CuHTaH He CTal HaCTaWBaTh. YCIIHIIIAB €T0 CIIOBa, OH C
TpycThio yNBIOHYICS U cornacuiics. O, Kak OH He X0TeJl, YTOOL KTO-TO YIIOMUHAJ O eT0



AOBYCMBICJIEHHEIX OTHOIIEHUAX C HO# YxaHbHAHEM.

BopuTtensb, 0XKUAaBIINY CHAPYXKY, YKe Hadal TePSITh TEPIEHKe, HO He TIOCMeNT cKa3aTh 06 aTom. FOu
YkaHbHAHB aXKe MPUCIa ABYX COJAAT, SKOOH s MOMOIIHX C TepeBo3KoH Belrel, Ho [1lao CuHTaH

TI0J03PEBAJI, YTO OHU OBISIU 3[I€Ch, YUTOOH! CIEAUTH 3a HUM. CONIOAaThl YCITyKJIMBO OTPy3uiu Bemy He
lI3siHbaHS B MaIIMHY, ¥ aBTOMOOUIIE MEJIEHHO TPOHYJICS C MECTa.

CTeHHI IepeyiIKa, IOKPHITHE TPEUMHAMHE, IIOCTEIIeHHO OTHansAnuch. [llao CuHTaH HE CMOT
yIepKaThCs ¥ OTJISHYJICS Ha yOaJsiolrecs YepHble BopoTa KpacHEIX YepHUII, ero HacTpoeHue OBII0
TIOJTaBIEHHBIM.
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