[lTao CuHTaH OTKPHIT OBePh U yBumen KOi YxkaHbHaHS, OIETOTO B aKKyPaTHYI0 BOEHHYIO (GopMy,
KOTOPHBIN pas3rysabBajl KapabuH. YBumes ero, FO# UxkaHbHaHb YIED MPUKIIAM B CBOE IIMPOKOE IIJIeYO,
HalpaBUB TEMHOE AYyJIO NIPSIMO Ha HETO.

[lTao CuHTaH CIIOKOWHO 3aKPhLJI 3a C000# OBEPH, CIIOBHO He 3aMeydasi HallpaBJIEHHOTO Ha ce0s
OPYXKHS, U IOYTUTENIbHO NTOKJIoHUIICA Ol YxXaHbHaHIO.

— Komanpyromui 0.

— ITo#au, BO3bMH TOT IIBETOK C MMONOKOHHMKA ¥ BCTAHb Y CTeHBI, — mpousHeéc KO YxkaHbHAHB C
KaMeHHBIM JIUIIOM, 6€3 Majedinero HaMéka Ha IIyTKY.

JTro6o¥ mpyToi B 3TOM ABOpE yKe OBl APozKajl OT CTpaxa, Mojs o momagae, Ho [1Tao CHHTaH JTUIIh
CIIOKOWHO TIOCMOTpPEJI Ha HeT0 CBOMMH YEPHBIMHU, TPO3PAYHBIMU, KaK KPUCTAJI, TJIa3aMu, CJIOBHO He
TIOHMMas CKPEITOT'0 CMBICTIA eT0 ¢JI0B. OH IOCIYIITHO IOIOIIEN K OKHY, BEIOPAJ TOPIIOK C ITBIIIHO
IIBETYIIMM HAPIMCCOM ¥, MOJT49a BCTAB y MyCTOM CTEHHI, TOMHS U3SIIHbIM TOPIIOK HaM TOJTOBOM.

Bcé sTo Bpems H0i YxaHbHaHb fiepKa PyXKbe HarOTOBE, 0KKUas, YTO KPAaCHUBBIY I0OHOIIA YIIafET Ha
KOJIEHU U Oy[eT yMOJISTh 0 noinage. OfMHaKO BMECTO 9TOT'0 OH YBU[EJI JIUIIL CIIOKOMCTBYE Ha JIUIlEe
MOJIOZIOTO YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOro cuuTan He 0ojiee YeM UTPYIIKOW Ojisi yTex. OH He MOT TIOBEPUTH, YTO
TOT He Ooutcs!

— Oroinu elré majbime!
[Tao CuHTaH, He CIIyCKas I'J1a3 CO CTEHHI, IIepPeMECTHUJICS B ellle 0ojiee 0THarEHHOEe MEeCTO.

01 YxanbHaHb Yepes Mpulies Habiogan 3a ero ria3aMu, Hajesich YBUAETh XOTS OBl TeHb CTpaxa
uny uctyra. Ho oH ObIJT pa3oyapoBaH: faXke KOTfla OH Haxall Ha KypoK, I0HOIIa He MOPTHYII.

['nsnst Ha 9TH YE€pPHBIE, TPEKPaCHLIE I'1a3a, HallOJTHEHHBIE CIIOKOKWCTBHEM U OneckoM, FOit UkaHbHaAHb
Ha MTHOBEHUE MOTEPSII lap PeyH.

Ero pyka crnerka gpoxara I10cjie X0JI0CTOro BrIcTpena. OH ONyCTUI PyKb€E ¥ CMOTPEN Ha I0HOIIY,
BO3BpAIllaBIIEro ropuok Ha MecTo. ['na3a FOit YxaHbHaH ObUIH TTTy00KH, KaK HOYHOe He0o, —
3arafioYHsl ¥ MyTaloIlH.

— Thl He OGOUIILCS? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

[lMao CuHTaH NONIPaBUJI BETOUYKY LIBETKA ¥, 00ePHYBIINCE, OTBETHUII C TEM K€ CIIOKOMCTBHEM, KaK y
[EPEBSIHHOU KYKIIBL:

— BnonHe.

9710 Heb3s OLUIO Ha3BaTh OTBETOM. BOUTCSA — 3HAUYUT OOUTCH, HEe OOUTCH — 3HAUUT He OOUTCI.
Panbllle HUKTO He OCMeNIMBaJICSI TOBOPUThL C HUM Tak HeompeneneéHHo. OgHAKO, K CBOEMY YOUBJIEHUIO,
BCIBIIbYUBHEIY 01 YXaHbHAHb He [TI0YyBCTBOBAJ pa3fpaxkeHus. HanpoTus, B ero cepale 3apOfuioch
JIETKOe BOJIHEHME, ¥ OH IIOHSJI, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK CHJILHO OTJIMYAJICS OT TOT'0, KEM OH ero
IIpeACTaBIIA.

[lTao CuHTaH, yBumeB 6ecK B riasax O YkaHbHAHS, TOHSII, YTO Aea IIJIOXH. DTOT OXOTHUYUH
B3TJIsI OBLI My CIIMIIKOM 3HAaKOM. B IPOIIUION XXKU3HU UMEHHO TAKOM B3TJISAM, TIOJIHBIM XKeJlaHus,
3acTaBuJI €r0, TOTHa elllé HauBHOTO, TIOB3POCTIETh.



OH XOTeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, YTOOHI oxJlaguTh b1 FOit YKaHbHAHS, HO CJIOBA, KOTOPEIE TPUXOOUIIN Ha
YM, Ka3aJIUCh 71100 CIIHIIIKOM (I)aJ'IBH.II/IBBIMI/I, 7100 CIIUIIKOM IIyCTBIMHA.

[Toka oH pa3mbiuutsy, FOit YxkaHbHAHB Y2Ke OTI0XKUI HOBEHIINY aMepUKaHCKUY KapaOuH, MOJOMIEN K
HEMY U, IPUIIOOHSIB €T0 OCTPHIM 0og60POIOK, CKa3al:

— Buxy, THl IeHCTBUTEILHO He OOHUIILCs. Haye Obl He MPUIIUIOCH TPUKIHI TOCKIIATE 3a TOOOM
mrofed. Tol maXke TPyAHee, 4eM mpefcenaTens HaHKuHa.

[lTao CuHTaH cxay I'yOsl, He oTBevyasi. OH HeHaBUOEI 3TOT0 BOEHAYaIbHHUKA, KOTOPBIM MTOMABIIST U
YHUKaJI PYTUX, HO 3HAJI, YTO TOT MOT Pa3[aBUTh €ro Jierdye, 4eM MypaBbsi. YTOOH BEIXKUTH, EMY
IIPUXOMIUIIOCH TEPIIETE.

HO# YxaHbHAHB XOTEJT KaK-TO HaKa3aTb ero. Bo Bcex TpEéxX ceBepo-BOCTOYHLIX ITPOBUHIUSX He OBIIO0
HUKOTO0, KOT0 OBl eMy IIPUIIIOCH IIPUTTIAIIaTh TPUKAHL. Ho, OIyCTUB B3TJISIM, OH YBUJIEN €ro CXKaThle
ryOBI, TOX0XKMe Ha PaCIyCTUBIIMICS ITMOH, HE3KHO-PO30BEIE, CIIOBHO BEITOUEHHHIE U3 SIIMBL. YEPHEIE,
KaK CTEeKJIO, TJ1a3a, IIOJIHbIEe JIETKOM 0OWIbI, 3aCTaBIISIN CEPALE CKUMATHCH.

FO# YxaHbHAHb IOYYBCTBOBAJI, OYATO CEMb UJIM BOCEMb MaJIeHbKUX PYK CKpeOyTCs y HETO BHYTPH.
OH pe3KO0 HaKJIOHWJICS U 3aXBaTHUJI €r0 HEeXKHO-PO30BkIe TYObI, 0€3KaT0CTHO Tep3as UX, er0 MOILTHBIN
SI3BIK BTOPTCSI BHYTPbh, 00BMBast HEXKHHEIN SI3BIUOK.

Ero rpy6a${ PYKa, IIOKPEITAA MO30JIAMH, IIPDOHUKIIA IO OOEXKAY, CKOJIB34 I10 IIIEJIKOBUCTOM KOXKe, U
OCTAaHOBHJIACh Ha MAJIEHEKOM COCKeE, UTpasi C HUM.

[lTao CuHTaH ynupancs TafoHIMu B rpynb FO# UKaHbHAHS, €T0 AblxaHue ObIIO HAllOJTHEHO TIXKETHIM
MYKCKUM apomaToM. CuibHbIH s13bIK FOi YKaHbHAHS BEIMETAJl BCE Ha CBOEM IYTH, a cliabble
TIOTIBITKY COTIPOTUBIIEHUS JIUIIb N0OABISAIN TUKaHTHOCTH.

Korpa nouenyit 3akonunscs, [llao CuHTaH TSXKeNo Ablal, o0HapyKuB ce0st B 00BATUSIX MyKYUHEL.
HO# YxkaHbHAHB CMOTPEIT Ha HETO C IIBIIAIONIUM XKeJlaHueM, YTOJIKK ero T'y0 U30THYJIHUCh B 37T0BeIen
yIbIOKE.

— MarneHbKHl IEMOH, THl XO4eIllb Ha CTOJIe U/IX Ha KpOBaTI/I?

[lTao CuHTaH, 3abIXasICh, IUIIb TSIKeo Obiran. FO# UxkaHbHaHb, BUS €TI0 PO30BHIE IIEKU U
co0Ia3HUTEIbHEINA BU[I, He CTaJjl KOaTh oTBeTa. OH CXBATUII €T0 U IIPUKAJ K CTOJIY, Ha4aB CTaCKUBATh
C HETO OfexXnay.

[lTao CuHTaH cnenuanbHO Haflell CJI0XKHYIO OfeXkXAy C MHOKEeCTBOM IIYTOBUII U Y3JI0B Ha OproKax, HO
3TO He cTaso npensaTcTereM ans 0i YxaubHausg. OMHUM OBUKEHUEM PYKU OPIOKH IIPEBPATHUIIKNCH B
JIOCKYTHL.

[lTao CuHTaH CcHOeN Ha JOPOroM KpacHOM CTOJIe, eT0 CTPOWHBIE HOTH ObLIM Pa3[BUHYTH, a MEXKIY
HuUMHU cTosn FOit YkaHbHaHb B CBOEM aKKypaTHOM BoeHHOM ¢opMe. OH CTSIHYI C HEro HUuxkKHee Oellbe,
€ro pyKa CXBaTHJIa MaJeHbKUM, U3SIIHLINA YJIeH ¥ Havajla UTPaTh C HUM, a TYOBl CKOIb3UIIHU T10
M3SITHON I1Iee, Kycasl ¥ IOKYChIBasi, CJIOBHO OH XOTEJI MPOTJIOTUTD 3TOTO SIMIMOBOTO 10HOIYy. OH
3axXBaTUJI MaJIeHbKHU PO30BBIM COCOK.

[lTao CuHTaH, Oymy4u I0HOIIEH BOCEMHA/IATH JIeT, ObIT IETKO BO30YAMM M HE MOT BBIAEPKATh TAKUX
urp. OH HeBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYII.

9T0T cTOH cTan gnsa I0i UxanbHaHg CUIbHENIIUM adpogu3nakoM. Ero ria3a noTeMHeny, CJI0BHO



Kpioku, BruBiuecs B [llao CuHTaHa.
— CHMMU C MEHS LITaHbl, — XPUIIJIO IPOU3HEC OH.

[ITao CuHTaH OMYCTHUJI B3TJISAM 1 YBUEJ, KaK 3eJI€Hasi BoeHHas ¢popMa BhIIIMpaia OT OTPOMHOI0
yneHa. OH 3HaJ 0 3BEPUHOM MPUPOJIe U BEIHOCIUBOCTH 0¥ UYKaHbHAHS B IIOCTENH U IIOHUMAJI, YTO
n30exkaTh 3TOTO He yAacTCH.

— Ha KpoBaTh, — XpHIIJIO CKa3aJsl OH.
O YxaHpHaHb YCMEXHYJIICH.
— ITo3nHo, 310€ech.

IlTao Cuntan konebasncy, 1 Torga FOi YxkaHbHAHE CXKaJl ero 4jieH, 3aCTaBUB ero nobIenHeTs OT
0omu.

— BricTpee, st mo3abouyck o Tebe.

[lTao CuHTaH, IOJTHOCTHIO Pa3fETHIM, CO CBOUM CaMBIM YI3BUMEIM MECTOM B pyKax APYToOro,
yyBCTBOBAaJ ce0s KaK OBIla, KOTOPYIO BeOyT Ha 3akjaHue. OH C YHUKEHUEM NIPOTSAHYI PYKY K
MeTaJIIn4eCKOMY PEMHIO.

HO# YxaHbHaHb, BEICOKMHM U CTATHEIHM, CTOSIJI HETIOJBUKHO, €Tr0 YJIeH ORI TBEP/, KaK KaMeHb, HO OH
He cobupascs noMmorath. Ero rna3a 6wy mpukoBaHt K [1lao CuHTaHy. Iocne goarux ycunui
OTPOMHEBIY YJIeH HaKOHeIl ocBoboauncs. Ero 4épHO-(h10oIeTOBRIN CTBOJI OB MOKPHIT BeHaMH, U 111ao
CuHTaH nmobnegHeN OT CcTpaxa.

Ero Bripaxenue nuila passecenunio FOi YxanvHausa. OH yaeI0HYJICS ¥ CHOBA YKyCH ero ry0y, a ero
PyKa MoTsHyNack K cxkaromy anycy lllao CuaTana. OH OB OYEeHb TYTUM, U CyXOH ITaJiel], TPOHUKas
BHYTPb, 3acTaBu Illao CuHTaHa 4yTh He BCKPUKHYTh OT 60yi. OH YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK OT'OHb
OXBaTBIBAE€T €0, ¥ CTpax HapacTas. Eciu 9TOT MOHCTD BOMAET BHYTPh, OH YMpET!

C aTo#t Meicbi0 [[lao CHHTaH CXBaTUII YJieH, KOTOPHIH yKe OB TOTOB BOWTH, U UCIYTaJICS €T0
packanénHou Temnepatypsl. OH 3Hau, uTo KO YkaHbHaHb, IPUBHIKINNIM OBITH HaBEPXY, HE 3HAI
HUYEro 0 HeXXKHOCTH U mpemnogusx. OH, BeposTHO, 3a00THIICS TOJIBKO O CBOEM yOBONILCTBUM. Ho
€CJIA OH BOUIET Tak, 3T0 OyHeT Tak XkKe, KakK B IIPOLIJILIYA pa3, KOTfa OH YyTh HE YMep, U ero MPHUIIIoCh
oOcnegoBaTh BpadaM, a IOTOM OH ABe Hefenu He MOT ecTh. [llao CuHTaH HeHaBUfell, KOTAa eTo
pasfeBasid U TPOrajy, 3TO YYBCTBO OBINIO XyXKe, 4ueM yHuxKeHue nepep FOit YxkaHbHaHEM.

HO# YxkaHbHaHB C pe3KuM 01eCKOM B rjla3ax IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero, U [[lao CuHTaH, OIyCTUB TOJIOC,
CKaszai:

— Ecnu BOMENb TakK, BCE MTOPBEID. ..

FO11 YkaHbHAHb, YBUAEB MOILOY B €ro OOJIBIINX YEPHHIX I'Jla3aX, HEOXKUAaHHO CMATYUIICS.
— ...A 4TO0 menaTe?

[TTao CuHTaH, BUOSA €r0 PEeIIMMOCTh, CKa3all:

— CHauana nanbiamu... ECTe KpeM... Unu CImioHa.
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