A BOWHHI — a UMEHHO Te, KTO celyac CTOSI IIepef MajlaTkaMu, — OIIyIllajy MOIIHYIO aypy, KoTopas
3acTaByIsiyia uX OYKBAJIbHO MafgaTh Ha KOJIEHHW. DTO OBIIIO TO, YTO MOTJIM UMETh BOMHEI CEIbMOT0
YPOBHS U BhIIIE, Ha3kiBaeMoe «Ilojem». A Korfa OHM IIPeofoJieBanu Oapbep OeBSITOr0 YPOBHS U
LOOCTUTaJIX YPOBHSA Benukoro BonHa, CBATOro BovHa unu bora BouHE, Ux «Ilone» mpeBpallanocs B
HeuTo ellfe OoJiee ycTpalalomee — JloMeH.

B [lomeHe mpaBujia yCTaHABIUBAJ €0 Blafieliel], ¥ TOJIBKO TOT, KTO 3HAUUTEJILHO IIPEBOCXOIHUIT €T0
II0 CHJIe, MOT BREIPBAThLCS U3 HEro... MHaue, momas B [JoMeH, XK13Hb O0JIbIIE HE HaXOU/IaCh B TBOUX
pyKax.

Tem BpemeneMm A Jlo u JIw 4, cnenys 3a lleneM, npouii MUMO MHOXKeCTBa IIPOYHBIX [1aJIaTOK U
0Ka3aJucCh y caMoi O0JIbIION U3 HUX, PACIIONI0KEHHON PSANOM C TOPHOM CTEHOM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT, CJIOBHO JIETKMI BETEPOK IMOOHA ITIECYNHKHU C 3€MIIN, 3aKPYTHUB UX BOKPYT IIAJIaTKH,
CIINPaAJIb 3a CIINPAJIbIO0, C JIETKUM IITOPOXOM...

MoturHoe maBreHue, UCXOMASIee U3-M0f] CIerkKa MPUOTKPEITOM MamaTKu, OBIIO e[Ba YIOBUMBIM, HO OT
Hero Mopo3 mpoberarn mo Koxe. OgHAKO caMa MajaTKa 0CTaBajlaCh HEITOIBUKHOM, CJIOBHO HUYETO He
TIPOUCXOTHUIIO.

TONIBKO YTO OCTAHOBHUBIIUCE, IlIeNb MOOHSAI IMOIOT MajlaTKu, 1 MOLT.IHLII;'I IIOTOK BO3yXd BBEIPBAJICA
HApPyXy —

Betep ycununcs, u Illenb OTCTYNIUI Ha IIar, 3aTEM OIYCTUJICS Ha OOHO KOJIEHO, IPUKPHIBAas JIUIIO0
PYKOM.

JTio 4, ourytuB npubukeHue MOTOKA, MI'HOBEHHO 00HSIT A JIo 1 TOBEPHYJICS CIIMHOM, TOTHOCTHIO
3aluimas ero... Ero HOru CJI0BHO BPOCIIM B 3eMJIIO, HO I10 CJIeaM, OCTaBJIEHHBIM €T0 IMSITKaMu, OBII0
BHIHO, YTO €My ObIJIO HeJIeTKO.

Korga Betep ctux, A JIo otcTpanuics ot JIto 5, u ero pa3BeBaloliyrecs MaHTUS U cepeOpsiHbIe
BOJIOCHI TTOAXBATUIIM OCTATKU SHEPTHH, BCE ellle BUTABIIEH BOKPYT manaTku. OH cierka yiaslOHyICs:

— ...OueHb MOIIIHO.
[Iens TOXKe MOMHSIICS, BCTPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM U BRIAOXHYIT:

— BoT 3T0 fa, YTO S TAKOTO cHeal, YTOOb MO yYUTe b OBLT HeqoBoIeH? TONbKO BEPHYIICS, a OH
yKe YCTPOUJI MHE TaKyi0 IIPOBEPKY...

— Jlo, Bce B mopsagke? — JIto A mepxkan A JIo 3a pyKy, HAKJIOHUBIIKCH K HEMY.
A JIo mocMOTpeN Ha HeT0 U MSITKO CKa3all:

— 4 B mopspke, a TeI? He ucnyrancs?

JTto I mokayvan ronoBou:

— 1 He 6OIOCH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT M3HYTPHU pa3faliCs YUCTHIM TOJIOC:

— Illenp, pa3 yx BepHYIICS, 3aX0/IH.



Tonoc ObLT IPUSATHREIM HA CIyX, HO, yCIbimaB ero, llles HeBOILHO B3TPOTHYI.
A Jlo 1IOBEpHYJICA K HEMY:
— lens?

OH He MOT He 3aMHTEPEeCOBAThCS, UTO JKe 3aCTaBHUIIO 9TOTO CIIOKOWHOT0 ¥ YBEPEHHOT'0 IOHOIIY TaK
CpearupoBarth.

— 9t0 Mol yunutensb. — [llens B3gporuyn. — Crapiui 6pat rinassl oTpsiga Papdest, Hall
3aMeCTHUTeJIb TJIaBHl, HY, X TOT, KTO YIIPaBISET OTPSIHAOM...

OH ycmen TonbKo OGbICTPO Mpo6opMoTaTh 3T0, ¥ A JIo He 10 KOHIIA ITOHSJI, HO 3aTEM YBU[IEN, KaK
[ITens BoIIEN B IajlaTKy, Ha 9TOT pa3 0e3 mpensaTcTBuil. A Jlo noxionarn Jio f mo pyke, yclioKaruBas
€ro — 9Heprus, ¢ KOTOPOX OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH, BeI3Basa y JIo 4 npunmuB afgpeHanInHa.

Tonpko Boas BHYTph, A JIo mOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK U3-II07 110J1a TOAHSAIACh KaKas-TO CUJla, IPOH3UB €ro
Teno. B To XKe BpeMst ero Marudeckas sHeprus Obllla YeM-TO CKOBaHa... ITO ObLJI Maru4eCcKuii KpyT.

A Jlo cnerxa IpUKPHUI IJ1a3a, U €T0 AyXOBHAS cujia cTuxuu [lepeBa OBICTPO pobeskaa o Temy, He
IPUYUHUB Bpefa.

OH Obln criuImkoM OecIiedeH, ClIeJoBaIo Cpa3y MOJyMaTh — B CaMOM CEpZIle OTPsSIAa, COCTOSILETO U3
BOWHOB, Mary He JafyT BO3MOXKHOCTH ITPOSIBUTH CBOIO CHITY.

Maruyeckui KpyT, CKPHITHIH IO ITOJIOM HajlaTKH, ObIJT CO30aH MaroM Kak MUHUMYM [EBSTOTO
YPOBHS. Maru msiToro ypoBHS ¥ HUXKe MIHOBEHHO TEPSIIM CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH, a [IJIsT MaroB BHIIIE
IISITOTO YPOBHS €0 CHJIa MOCTEeIIeHHO ocilabeBasia, ¥ Ha IeBSITOM YPOBHE BIUSHUE OBIIO
MUHHUMAaIbHEIM... ECJIH 3Ke Mar IIpeBOCXOOWII JEeBSATHH YPOBEHD U JOCTUTA 3BE3THOTO YPOBHS, TaKOU
MarudeckKui Kpyr He MOT OKa3aTh Ha Hero 3HaUUTEeIbHOTO BO3[eMCTBUS. A eciu Obl OHU
IEeNCTBUTEILHO XOTENIM YTO-TO CHeaTh C TeMH, KTO HyXKAaJICsa B 3allUTe Maru4eckoro Kpyra... UM Obl
He MPUIIIOCH MPUIaraTh OOIbIINX YCUTTUH.

Ha nutie A Jlo poMeNbKHYJIO JIETKOEe YAUBIIEHNE, HO OH OBICTPO B35 Ce0s1 B PyKH, COXPaHsIsS
CIIOKOMHYIO YIBIOKY.

JIrogu B manmaTKe, KOHEYHO XK€, Cpa3y XKe OCMOTpPEIIX OBYyX HE3HAKOMIIEB.

CHauana oHM o0paTU/IM BHUMaHKe Ha BHICOKOTO I0HOIIY, Ybs BHEIIHOCTh, KOTOPas Morja Obl OBITh
IIpUBJIEKaTeIbHOM, OblJIa CKphITa 3a aypoil 00eBoro omnbiTa. Ero B3rnsan O AUKKAM, HO, KOT[Ia OH
CMOTPEIl Ha CBOET0 CIyTHHKA, CTAHOBUJICS CIIOKOMHBIM. B ucneiTanum «Ilomem», KOTOPOe UX TOIBKO
YTO 3aCTABUIM IIPOUTH, OH YCTOSIJI, YTO TOBOPHUJIO O TOM, UTO ero 60eBas aypa Obljla KaK MUHUMYM
CeabMOro YpoBHA. A OPyroi, CTPOWHBIN MOJIOA0U YeJI0BEK, CMOTpPEJ CIIOKOMHO, U3jTy4as
YMHUPOTBOPEHHE. XOTS OH Cpa3y Ke IOoTaJl of AedCTBHe Marn4eckoro Kpyra, OH He IIOTeps
camoo006y1afjlaHusi, 4YTO TOBOPHJIO O €ero CUJIbHOM BOJIe ¥ YPaBHOBEIIEHHOCTH.

B To ke Bpems A JIo ocMOTpesn ofel B alaTke.

B03M03KHO, 13-3a TOT0, YTO 3TO OBIJIO Cep/ille OTPsa, BHYTPU He OBIIO IIPOCTOT0 CUIeHUS Ha MOy —
TaM CTOSIIN CTYJIbsI, KaXK/blil U3 KOTOPHIX OBIJT TOKPHIT TOJICTOM IIKYPOM, TaK YTO CIIMHKY ¥ HOXKKHU
OLUIM [TOYTU HE BUIOHEL.

IIBoe MYXK4YUH CUOEIIN PAOOM B l"J'Iy'6I/IHe manatku. CrneBa ObLI My2XK4YKMHa C PRIZKMMHU BOJIOCAaMH, €TI0



KO2Ka OBlIa 3MOPOBOT0 PYMSIHIIA, YEPTH JIMIla YEeTKHEe, Ha HeM Obljla KoXKaHast OPOHS U TSXKEJIbIA Med,
py0aiirka paccTersyra, o0OHaxasi I'Pydb, ¥ BeCb ero 00IMK U3ydas cuiy. EMy OBIJIO OKOJIO TPUALIATH
ISITU JeT. PIOoM ¢ HUM cuie/l MyK4KMHa C YePHBIMU BOJIOCAaMU, HUCIIQAIOMIKUMHU [I0 TI05ICa, C
KPaCHBHIMH YepTaMu JIuIla, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha JIeTKKe MOPIIUHKHY y TJ1a3, OH BHITJISAEN Ha ABafLATh C
HeOoJbIINM. Y Hero He OBIJIO SIPKO BRIPa’KEHHBIX MHIIII, HO OH U3JIy4aJll OIaCHOCTE, a Ha Iosice y
Hero OBIIO YTO-TO TOHKOE U YepHOe, Mo6IeCKUBAoIIee, II0X0kKee Ha OpyXKHUe.

[To o6euM cTOpOHaM CHUAENH ellle ABOE MM TPoe MYKUMH, BCce U3Tydyanu 60eBYIO aypy U BHITJISAAENN
TakK, CJIOBHO C HUMM JIy4llle He CBs3bIBaThCS. Cpenu HuX Ovinu Caiis u Oc.

9nuta HaemHukoB KpacHoro Bosnka coGpasach 371ecCk.

— Taxoi 6omnbioi npueM, 4Tobsl HamyraTs? — Illenb, BUAUMO, IPUBLIKIINYN K 9TOMY, BOIIEJ BHYTPb,
TIoyecas TOJIOBY U HEYBEPEHHO YCMEXHYJICS.

Ero TOBapHINy YXMBITbHYIIHUCE, SIBHO IOJTy4ast YIOBOIBCTBUE OT €TI0 HEJIOBKOCTH.
YepHOBOJIOCHI My2KYHHA HABEPXY XMEIKHYII ¥ TPOU3HEC:
— [MTenp, THI, KaXXeTCs, OYEeHb NOBOJIEH CO00I?

A Jlo moHS$II, 4TO 3TO OBITT TOT CaMbIi YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPHIHM TOBOPUIT U3 MalaTKH... SHAYUT, UMEHHO OH
co3main 3To MoirHoe «[Tome»?

Vnri6ka Illens 3amMepria, ¥ OH Me[JIEHHO TIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY, Pa3dasiCs JIErKUi XPYCT:
— ...Yuurens, 1 BUHOBAT.

— Tol BUHOBAT? Xex, 1 gyMaJl, 4TO 9TO s BUHOBAT. — MyXKunHa yCMexXHyJcd. — Tl 01037al Ha
nsaTHapuath gHer, Hlens. Kyma 9To TeI nponan?

— [lo myTtu g B3471 3apaHue... — lllens onycTu rina3a, He cMest BO3paXkKarTh.
A Jlo n JI1o 4 cTtosinu psAmoM, U3 BeXKJIMBOCTH HE BMEIINBAsICh B Pa3roBop.

— 3amnax KpoBHU, CBeXHe paHHL... lllenb, TE YTO-TO CKpBIBaellb. — YepPHOBOJIOCHIM MyXK4YKWHA
IIPOMOJIKUII, €r0 JIeOSHOU B3TJIAA CI0BHO pe3an lllens, 3acTaBiiss ero omyckaTh [OJIOBY BCe HUXKE U
HUXKe. JI0O ero MoKpHIJICS KAIlJIIMU 110Ta, ¥ OH SIBHO OBINT Ha TPaHU CPhIBa — 04eBUAHO, «Ilome»
MYKYUHBI OBIJIO HAITPABIIEHO UCKITIOYKTENbHO Ha Illesnsi, ¥ OH He MOT BHIIePXKaTh 3TOTO.

B 9TOT MOMEHT PHIKUN MyKYKWHA PSIOM C HUM CXBATHJI €70 3a IIJIeY0:

— Kapra, He 6yap TaKUM CTPOTHM, y Tebs Ke BCer0 ONUH YYEHUK!

Kak TonpKO pHIKUI MyK4YKMHA BMeIasics, aTMocdepa B majaTKe cpa3y CTala Jierye.
[Ilens TOXXKEe HEMHOT'O pacciiabucs.

Priuii MyK4MHa IMUPOKO YIBLIOHYJICS U CUJIbHO Moxyionasn Kapry no miaeyy — rpoMKue 3BYKH
3aCTaBWIX BCEX NIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKX TOJEPHYTHCS, HO caM Kapr maxke He MOPTHYJI, €T0 JIUI0
0CTaBajI0Ch HEBO3MYTHUMBIM.

— Qapdeii, Korma g BOCIIUTHEIBAIO CBOETO YYeHUKa, TIoMankuBail. — ['onoc Kapra cran ele xonopHee,
CJIOBHO 3Mes, BHIIIYCKaoL[asi SA0BATOE XKaJlo.
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