— IMocnymai, Te0st 30ByT, — X3 Ly, mOHMMAsI, YTO cerfyac BaXKHO IMEPBEIM 3aTOBOPUTH, IIPOU3HEC ITO
OBICTPO.

YcnrimaB ero cnoBa, Cul AHb ¢ HEOX0TOU 00epPHYJICS U, T04YecaB TOI0BYy, cupocun Hio-Hio:

— Tsl camMa MOXKeIIb TIOMBITHCS ?

Hro-H10 moKayasa roioBou:

— MHe HyX)HO, YTOOB KTO-TO IIOMOT.

— Yto genath? f, KaxeTcsd, He yMel KynaTh feTed. Moxells Hay4uTs MeHs1? — CIIPOCUJI OH.
Hro-Hi0 KUBHYJIa ¥, pa3BepHYB IIepef HUM IIJIaThbe, KOTOPOE AepxKajla B pyKaX, pafgoCTHO CKa3asa:
— Torpga s Xo4y HafgeTh 3TO IjaThe!

— Xopomo! — cornacusncs CuH Aub. — HageBay 4TO XO4Yelllb.

Korga Cun flus 3aTaHynu B BaHHY0, X3 L1y ToXe BOIles, IOJI0KUB ABE CYMKH C IIOKyNIKaMu Ha
KYXOHHBIY CTOJI. Ha mepeBsHHOM CTOJIe Jiexasl 30HTUK, [I0X0XKUY Ha HaBec, ¥ X3 Ly nmogyMmai, 4To
3TO, BepOATHO, 00ef, KOTOphIi MaMa Hio-Hio ocTaBuina amns Hee. CoOMpasich OTKPHITh HaBeC, OH
3aMeTuJ1, KaK C Hero ymnasna 3anucka. [IogHsB ee, OH IepeBEPHYII U, YBULIEB KOPsIBble OYKBbI, HE CMOT
cnepxath yiaeIOKHU. OH y3Hal IO4YepPK ABYX JIIOflel: OOUH, HECOMHEHHO, TpuHaaexan Hio-Hio,
KOTOpas faxe CBOe UMs Halucasla HelpaBuiIbHO — «HI0-HI0», 4TO OBUIO 0YeHb MUTIO. [Ipyroi,
BEPOSITHO, OBUI MoYepkoM CuH fIHS, KOTODHIM C TPYOOM BHIBeN CBoe UM — «fdHb». Ero nepormudut
BRITJISIENIN HEYK/II0XKe ¥ HEKPacuBO, faXke LIKOIbHUK Hanucan 0wl ny4dme. Bunumo, CuH AHb
IelCTBUTEIILHO OBLI, KaK OH caM I'OBOPWUJI, TOUTH HEIrPaMOTHHIM B coBpeMeHHOM Kutae. X3 Llu cxan
3aIUCKY B PYKe, U ero yne0Ka OCTENeHHO UcYe3/la, CMEHUBIIKCE TTTYOOKKUM B3[[0OXOM COUYBCTBUS.

[Toka Cun fAub kynan Hio-Hio, X5 L{u BepHyJCS moMoM, 4TOOH 3abpaTh KyIjIeHHbIe TOBAPH U
nepeoneTtbes. OH Dymal, YTO MPOIIO YKe MHOTO BpEMEHH, HO, CIIyCTUBIINCE, YBULeI, 4To CuH AHb
BCe ellle He 3aKOHYHUJI KynaTh Hio-Hio. UTo 0HU TaM fenaioT? IIpocTo moMbITh pebeHKa 1 HafleTh
YHCTOE IIJIaThe, @ BpeMEHHU YXOOUT CTOIBKO, OyTO OHU B OaHe mapsaTcs. X9 Llu ¢ mogo3peHueM
OTKpBIJI ABEPD B BaHHYIO U YBUAEJ, YTO OBOE, KOTOPHIE NOJIKHEI OBLIM MBITBCS ¥ IIOMOTATh MBIThCS,
CUMST Ha IIJIACTUKOBHIX TabypeTKaX, YCTaBUBIINCH B TOTOJIOK U GoJTasl.

— CMOTpH, Ha CTeHe fAIIepulia.

— ¢l HeHaBUXKY fAIIEPUL], UX I'Jla3a TaKKe CTPallHbe, ¥ OHU BCe BpeMs I10JI3ak0T.

— He nyman, 4To B yrily BaHHOU TOXe €CTh ayK!

— Vx! TTayk! ITayku cambie npoTuBHEIE! f 6010CH!

— CMmoTpu! fAmepuiia mOAII0N3I1a, OHa OcTaHOBMIACk! OHa XKOET MOMEHTa, YTOOBl CXBAaTHUTh MayKa!

— Aaaaaa! 4 He mory cmoTpeTh! — HI0-HIO 3aKphljla JIUI]0 PyKaMu, OCTaBUB TOJIBKO T'Jla3a, u
IIPUCTaJIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha CaMblii HallpSXKEeHHBIM YIoJl BAHHOU.

X5 Ly He BEIgEpXKa:

— YTto BH menaeTe?



fAuepuiia 6BICTPO CXBaTHUIA MTayKa C MayTUHE], ¥ HI0-HI0 BCKPUKHYIA. YCIIBIIaB ero rojaoc, CuH AHb
obepHyscs u, yBumeB X9 Llu, mepxkalero py4yky ABepHu, 00bsICHUII:

— Hio-H10 3ax0Tenna ropsyet BoMbl, MH XK[ieM, II0Ka HarpeeTcs 6oisep.
OH ykasasn Ha 0Ooiiyiep Ha MOTOJIKE.

— W BB, mepkach 3a PyKH, OPYKHO Habmofanmy, Kak silepulia youBaeT nayka? — Xa Lu
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI TOJIOBHYIO O0JIb.

— M=l He fmepKanuch 3a pyku, — 06bsacHua Hio-Hio, pa3Bofs TafoHU.
— Ecnu BB He OyfeTe MBITBCS, TO IIPOCTYAUTECh. BRIX0M OTCIOfa, — OH BhIrHanm CuH AHS.
— Yt0? — CuH fHb C HEOYMEHMEM II0CMOTPEII Ha HeTo.

— Brixopu, TH Gecrone3eH, — X9 Llu 3mo6HO cka3ain, u CuH fIHb, KaK COYBIIMICS IIAPUK, CPa3y ke
OBLIT BEITOJIKAH HAPYXKY.

X3 [y OTKpBUI KpaH, IIpOBepU1 TeMIepaTypy Boarl, a CuH fHE BCe ellle CTOSAJ V IBEPYU, He XKeJlas
yxooutk. Hio-HIO cumesna Ha TabypeTKe, BEITIHYB HOTH, U efla «MaJeHbKY10 3Be3M04Ky». X3 [Iu
HaJIUJI TEIUIYI0 BOAY B IETCKYI0 BAHHOYKY ¥, HEMHOI'0 IIOJyMaB, BeJlesl el caMOX pa3feThCsl ¥ IIPOCTO
OKYHYTBCS B BOAY.

CuH fHb C youBIeHUEM CIIPOCHUII:
— Pa3Be MBI He JOIXKHBI € IOMOYb?
X9 IIu ¢ nerkuM HegoOBOJILCTBOM OTBETHII:

— ¥V Te6st coBCEM HET 3OPaBOTr0 CMEICSIA B 3TOM Bompoce. Ml ¢ To60¥ He POACTBeHHUKY Hio-Hio, U
[IBYM B3POCJILIM MYXX4YHHAM KyIaTh U I€PEOIEBATh ISATUIETHION IeBOYKY yiKe MPo0IeMaTHYHO.

CuH fHb youBuUiCA:
— ThI, KaxkeTcs, Bcerpa obpalaenrs Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUe.

— Ila, — otBeTun X3 Llu. — Y MeHs eCcTb CeCTPa Ha OBa rofga Ctapiie, TakK 4YTO B 3TOM IIJIaHE 5 Ooree
OCTOPO2KEH.

9T0 OB IEPBHIY pa3, Korga CuH AHb YCIBIIIA, YTO ¥ HET0 eCTh cecTpa. KoHewyHO, OH OB YIUBIIEH,
HO Ha €ero JIUIle 3TO He CUJIbHO 0TPa3uiioch. X3 LIy mMo4YTH HUKOTAa He TOBOPUII O CBOEU CeMbe, KpoMe
PeIKuX yIIoMUHaHuM 0 MaTepu. 2KuBst ¢ HUM Oosbine Mecsia, CuH IHb HU pa3y He BUOEN, YTOOb OH
3BOHUJI JOMOM, TI03TOMY ITOACO3HATEIbHO CUUTAJI, YTO UX OTHOLIEHUS C CeMbel, BO3MOXKHO, He OUYeHb
onmu3kue. Temeps OH MOHSII, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, omruOarncs. [IpoxkuB qonroe BpeMs 3a rpanuiiei, Cux
Aub momxeH OB OBITH 60JIE€ BHUMATEIbHBIM K TAKUM BelllaM, yeM X3 Ly, Ho ero mpoias XKu3Hb
OblTa 3aMKHYTOM, ¥ TO, YTO It OOBIYHEIX JTIOHeH OBITI0 OOBIIeHHBIM, OIS HEI'0 MOTJIO Ka3aThCs
cKa3koii. Ecmu Obl Y Hero ObIT 3TpaBhIil CMBICIT, OH ObI Cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO HE3HAKOMBIM B3POCIIBIM
MyXK4YUHAM He cJiefyeT ObITh CIUIIKOM OIU3KUMU C MaJIeHbKUMU IeBOYKaMH, HO TOTa BCET0 3TOTO
OBl He TTPOU3OIIIIIO.

YcnrimaB ero cioBa, Hio-HIo BcTana ¢ TabOypeTKy U, C BaXKHBIM BUAOM, ITpHKa3aa:

— 4 6yny nmepeoneBaThCs, OTBEPHUTECH!



— XopoII10, XOpoI10, 0TBepHEMCS, — X3 LIy OrICTPO cornacuics u, moBepHyB Cun fAHs, TOYYBCTBOBAI
CTPaHHOE OTIIOBCKOE YIOBJIETBOPEHME, KaK OyaTO ero coOCTBeHHAs [0Yb BEIPOCA, ¥ OH OBIIT Pajl, YTo
Hro-HI0 cMOTJIa CKa3aTh Takoe.

— Ilocne KyIIaHHUA Tebe HY2KHO caMou BBEITEPETHCA U OONEThCA, — CKd3aJl OH, IIOBEPHYBIINCH CIIMHO.

— A ecrnv 0Ha caMa He CMOXeT ofeTbca? — CuH AHb Hayan o6opayuBaThCs, HO X3 Ll pykamu
BEPHYJI ero roJI0By B KCXOMHOE II0JIOXKEHHE.

— Ei1 yXe n4Th JIeT, Iopa yYUTHCSA CaMOU Of€BaThCH.

— {1 He yMew! — kpukHyna Hio-HI0 c3amu.

OHa el CTBUTENIBHO IPOCTO OKYHYJIaCh B TOPSYYI0 BOAY, YTOOE HEMHOT'O COIPEThCS, U BHIIINIA.
— Torpa csigb Ha TabypeTKy ¥ CHayasla HageHb TPYCUKH!

— M#I IeCTBUTENIBHO OOJIKHEI 10 3TOTO N0X0OUTh? — CUH fIHB CHOBA He BHIEPKAI ¥ 00EPHYIICS, HO
X5 [y cHOBa IIOBEPHYJI €70 I'OJIOBY.

— Hy}KHO C PaHHETO BO3PaACTa BOCIIUTEIBATE Y oeTeld MOHUMaHUe II0JI0B. B ATk 11eT OHU YK€ MHOroe
ITOHUMAIOT, HEJTIb35 IT03BOJISATh UM OBITh CIIUIITKOM JOBEPYHUBEIMHU K B3POCIJIBEIM.

— Tel... KaK 6ynTo ee MaMa... — mpobopmoTasn CuH dHb.
— TrI IPOCTO He 3HAelllb, HACKOJIBKO MIJIOXUMHU MOTYT OBITH JTIOIU, — CKa3an emy X3 Lu.
— 4 opgenace! — mocne gonrux ycunuit Hio-HIO paflocTHO KPUKHYJIA C3a0u.

Cun dup u X3 Lz 06epHYINCH U YBUENIH, YTO OHA Hajlella IjaThe 3af0M Halepe, IIBbl ObLIH
CHaApYXM, HO, K CYaCThIO, OHa He HaMouusa cebs cHoBa. X3 Llu He OvI70 BEIOOPA, OH MOMOIIENT, TIOMOT
el CHSITh IJIaThe ¥ CHOBA HAMETh €T0 IIPaBUJIbHO, 3aTeM Bejiell CuH fIHI0 BEIBECTH €€, a CaM 3aMOYuJI
I'PsI3HOE IIJIaThe B Ta3y, HaJIUJI CTUPAIbHBEIN ITOPOIIOK U NOCTal CTUPAIbHYIO JOCKY U3 yIJIa.

OH He cTupan 0oJblle Mecsilia, ¢ TexX Mop Kak CuH fAHb mmepeexas, BCIO IOMAIIHIOW0 paboTy OH genat
caMm. CerogHsIIHNIM fleHb Ka3aJicsd eMy 0C00eHHO JoNruM, OYOTO OH BeCh IeHb ObLNT HIHBKOM. [IoBeCUB
ofexkny Ha OanKoHe, OH IIOIIeN B TOCTHHYIO ¥ YBUMEI, YTO 3T ABOE, OOJIbIION U MaleHbKUN, CUAT
Ha [uBaHe U urpaiot. [1o noruke, CuH fAHb mMOomMKeH OBITH CTApIle HETO, BHIIIIE POCTOM, HO €T0
TICUXOJIOTHYECKHH BO3PACT, Ka3asiock, OblT Ha ypoBHE Hio-Hio. ['7s/1s1, KaK OH YBJIEYEHHO UTPAeT, X9
[T He BUOeN Ha ero JIUIEe CIeN0B MPOILUILIX TPYAHOCTEN, a TOIbKO JAETCKYI0 HauBHOCTh. A OH caM, 3a
II0JITOPa rofia B3POC/ION XXU3HU, CJIOBHO IIPOKATUJICS Ha YCKOPEHHOU MallliHe BpeMeHH, [I0B3POCJIEB
Ha TPULLATH JIeT.

— Bo 4T0 urpaere? — COPOCHUI OH, IOOXOMS.
Hro-H10 nopHsAMa urpywky benocaexku u3 [lucHes U cKa3ana:
— 41 pasrosapusaio ¢ YibTpaMeHoM!

Cun fdHb mepxKajl B PyKax YaCTUYHO BHIIBETIIYIO UTPYIIKY YIbTpaMeHa Tura u, yaei0asich, moMaxal
en mepepn X9 Llu. ToT cen psAAoM, eCTeCTBEHHO B3SJ1 UTPYLIKY U3 pyK CuH fHs, OCMOTpEN ee U
CIIPOCHIT:

— [louemy oHa Takas cTapas?



— 4 Hauna ee! — ropgo ckasana Hro-Hio.
X3 Ly, yBUfeB ee BhIpazkeHUe, He CMOT CHepXKaTh yIIbIOKH:

— Tr1 monoperr!
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