X3 Lu monro xman, Ho Cul AHb Tak U He momHUMascs. OH yxke coOupascs CIyCTUTHCS UCKATh,
KOTZla B ITOIbe3Ie pa3masics ToJ0C MaJIeHbKOM TeBOYKH.

— Pa3, gBa, Tpu... — X3 Llu yBugen, Kak geBo4YKa 110 uMeHu Hio-Hio, Iepxkach 3a pyKy Cun AHs,
IIphITaja 1o CTyIleHbKaM, PaJOCTHO BHIKpUKUBas c4eT. OH He yaepaKaJscs, BCTaJl CO CTy/la U
OBUHYJICS UM HaBCTPEUY:

— 3aueM THI €€ puBEN? Pa3Be He [0MKeH ObIJT OTBECTH JOMOM?
CuH dHb cnerka CMyTHIICS:

— B rocTuno# TeneBu3op paboTas CIAUIIKOM IPOMKO. § DONTO0 CTydas, HO HUKTO He OTKpHUIL. Yepes
[IBEPh C PEMIETKOM yBUAen, uTo 6abymka Hio-HI0 KpenKo CIUT Ha JuBaHe, BOT U IIPUBEIT €€ Clofia.

X3 LIy HaKJIOHUJICA K €T0 YXy U IIPOLIeNTall:

— Trl yBEpEH, 4TO OHA IIPOCTO CIUT? A He...

— ... — CuH {Hb, nogpaxasa eMy, TOXKe HaKJIOHUJICSA U TUXO OTBETUIL:
— Her. d cnbiman, Kak oOHa xpafmena.

X3 llm kuBHYN. ManeHbkas feBo4YKa CHU3Y OepHyna CuH fHA 3a PyKy, IHTasACh Pa3beOUHUTD UX, U
cMmoTpena cepauto. OH IPUCET, THAOA el MPSIMO B I'Jla3a, He TOBOPS HU CII0Ba U He Moprasi. Bckope
Hro-H10 Hapyrna ry0O®l, T7la3a e€ HalloJIHWIKAChH Cle3aMU, HO OHa YIIPSIMO IPOfojKaia CMOTPeTh Ha
HEero, He OTBOJA B3rJIdfa.

X3 Lu yneiOHYJICS, CIeTKa HaxKall JIaloHbI0 Ha €€ MaKyIIKY, IPUTBOPUBIINCEH CEPOUTHIM:
— ITouemy THI KaXAbl{ pa3, KOTga BUOUIIL MeHS, KpUYUIIL? & Begb He MOHCTP.

Hio-HI0, CO clie3aMu Ha Ita3ax, o6xBatuia Hory CuH fHs u cupsiTanach 3a HuM, 6pocas Ha X3 [u
IIOJIHBIN OOMIEI B3TJISAL.

X3 LIy momHSIT TOJIOBY, C TPYOOM CHepxkKuBasi cMeX, ¥ o6patuics Kk CuH AHi0:
— Yto nenath? KaxeTcsi, OHa MeHS TepIeTh He MOXKeT.

CuH fIHb IOBEPHYJICS, IIOCTABUJI KOHTEUHED C e[0Y Ha II0JI ¥ TOXe Ipucen nepen Hio-Hio, TeprneauBo
00BSICHSSA:

— Bpar Xs Llu — xopomuii 4enoBekK, He TI0X0H. C HUM HYKHO JPYXKUTE.

IeBouKa, CIIOBHO e€ OTpyTay 3a MPOCTYIIOK, OIYCTHIIA TOJIOBY, Tepebs Kpa CBOEH OmexkMbl, U
T'PYCTHO cka3asna CuH fHio:

— Ho... Ho OH HUKOT[Ia He y/bI0aeTCs U He Pa3roBapUBaeT CO MHOM...
OHa UIMBITHYJIa HOCOM, ¥ KPYITHAs Cje3a C TUXUM IIJIENKOM yIlajia Ha IOJL.
Cepaue Xa Lu cxanocs. OH He TOMHUJ, YTOOH KOTAa-Tu00 MpUYKHAT eii 601b. Ecnu HyXKHO...

— 4 roTOB U3BUHUTLCS, — CKa3asl OH. — Tkl MpoCcTulllb MeHsA? A 6ymy ¢ ToOoi 30POBaTHCS.



Hro-H10 6pocumnack B 00bsiTuss Cul fAHs, CIipsiTana JIUIO Yy HETO Ha Illee ¥ CEPOUTO BHIKPUKHYIIA:
— He npomy!

Kak 6ynTo Ta cnesa Owina muinh wto3nei. X9 Lu octonbenen. CuH AHb UM YABIOHYIICS €MY C
TIOHUMaHHUEM:

— Omna Takas. CKOpO YCIIOKOUTCS.
— BynTo TH €€ popHoU oTely! — X3 Ly cimerka pa3o3/Iuics, TUX0 MpobopMOTaB:

— TrI TOHUMaEIIh, YTO €CJIM MaJleHbKas OeBOYKa OCTAHETCS C [IBYMS B3POCIILIMU MYXKUYMHAMU
II03[IHO BEYEPOM, HaC MOTYT 3al0fI03PUTh B IIOXUILIEHUY IETEH?

CuH Hb BHITIAOEN 03a0a4YeHHBIM:
— Ho uto menats? He Mory ke s 0CTaBUTD €€ Ha ynuile. E€ 6abyiika ciuT, KaK youTas...
XM, y 9TOM CeMb¥ COBCEM HET YyBCTBAa OTBETCTBEHHOCTH! — MBICJIEHHO BRIpyTancs X3 Lu.

OH TIPOTSHYJ PYKY, TOMHSII C IT0JIa KOHTEHHEep C el0i, OTHEC eT0 K CTOJY U, 00ePHYBIIIKCEH K IBYM
CBOHMIM CITyTHHKAM, CKa3a:

— ITomoxknéM 3Mech, MoKa eé POgUTEeIH He BepHYTCSI. KaK TOJIhKO OHU IOSBSATCS, TAXOHBKO OTBENEM
eé BHU3. Hemb3s, 4TOOH! eé Bumenu ¢ ToOOH.

— Tloyemy? — B YHHUCOH crpocuny oba.

Ha n0y X3 llu HameTunack xkunka. C TpyooM coepkKuBas pa3fpaxeHue, OH U300pa3uil «TEIIYI0»
YNBIOKY ¥ OTBETHIIL:

— IToTromy uTO TEOST HA30BYT U3BPAIIEHIIEM, TITyIIEIl.

[Tocne yxuna X3 u u CuH fHb cupmenu 3a CTOIOM, CO3epliasi OTHU ropofa Bpajneke. Hio-Hio
yCTpOHUJIach MeXAy HUMH, foefdasi MOpoxkeHoe, KoTopoe CuH fAHb cOerasn KynuTh. BEIIO yKe [eBAThH
BeYepa, a eé POJUTeN N BCE He BO3BPAIIlaIUCh, U 6abyIlKa, Moxoxe, BCE ellé CIaia.

— MoxerT, OHa yMepna? — X5 ]_[I/I, rigagsa Ha HECKOHYAeMBIH IIOTOK OTHEH, PAaBHOOYIIHO CIIPOCHII.

Hio-H10, CTapaTeJIbHO Pa3Ma3bIiBasd MOPOKEHOE I10 TUIY, ITPEeBPallasaCh B «kMAJIEHBKYIO KOIIEYKY», HE
YCIIbIIIIalla €ro CJI0B.

— 9-3... 4 TONBKO YTO CIIyCKAJICS, OHA ABIIINAT, — CMYIIEHHO 0TBeTHN CuH HAHb.

— BHyuka npomnarna, a oHa criiT. HepBHl Y He€ xkejne3Hble, Topa O yKe, — X3 L[y yKe CMOTpern B
IIYCTOTY, €T0 I'J1a3a CTajld «MEPTBLIMU».

CuH JdHb HEPBHO 3aCMESJIC:
— Balymika yxe B Bo3pacTe.
Hro-HI0 BOPYT CIPHITHYJA CO CTOJIAa U 3aKpUyaja BHU3:

— Mamal!



2KeHmuHa, MOTHUMABINASICS 10 IJIMHHOMY CKJIOHY, VCIIBIIIIAB I'0JIOC, OCTAHOBHUIACH mMof GpoHapeéM. X3
Ly TyT XKe OTTAIIWI IeBOYKY OT IIePUJI, TOPOIIJIUBO BEITUPAS MOPOXKEHOE C €€ JHUIla ThHIIbHON
CTOPOHOM JTaIoHH, U CTPOTO CKa3al:

— He roBopu MaMme, 4To BeyepoM Oblna ¢ HaMH, IOHSIa?

Hro-Hi0, HamyraHHas ero TOHOM, 3aMepJia, He B CUJIaX BEIMOJIBUTD CJI0BO. X e[1Ba HalafUBIINECS
OTHOIIEHUS, Ka3aJloCh, BOT-BOT BEPHYIUCH K Hadany. Torma CuH fHb MOJOIIEN, OTJIafUT €€ II0
TOJI0OBE U YCIOKOUIL:

— Bce B nopsigke. Korpa BepHEWIBCS, TOBOPH BCE, YTO XOUEIllb.
Ycnwimas ato, Xa Llu pasosnuics:

— Tl BoOGIIIe TTOHUMAEI, YTO [eNlaellb? 3Haellb, K Y4eMY 3TO MOXKeT npuBecTu? Ecnu e€ ceMbs
HEeTPaBUJIbHO TOVMET...

O nonu3un romnoc, odpamasice K Cun AHio:

— B npomnisiii pas... Ha Tebs yKe KanoBanuchk, TOMHUIIL? Ecnu Ol He... Te0s MOTIM Obl apeCcTOBaTh.
Cun dHb He TOHUMAJ ero 6eCIOKOMCTBa:

— {1 HWUYero mjI0X0ro He caesaj. 3ayeM BOJIHOBAThCA M3-3a IIYCTIKOB?

C sTumu croBaMu OH mopHsAN Hio-HIO Ha PYKHU U, TTISIAS Ha BCTpeBOKeHHOro X3 1lu, ckasan:

— 4 oTHecCy €€ K MaMe U BEPHYCh.

X3 Llu momyman: «Tel coOupaenIbCcst OTAATh €€ MUYHO B PyKu? Hemb3st MpocTo 0CTaBUTh Y IBEPU U
yutu? Ecnu neBoyka HarOBOPUT YTO-TO, & €€ CeMbs He pa30epeTcs...» OOHU TOJIBKO MBICTIH 00 9TOM
BBI3BIBAJIM y HETO OPOXKB.

Hio-Hio moKopHO 06BuIa 11et0 CuH fHs, ¥ epefl TeM KaK OHU CIIYCTUIIUChH, BLICYHYIIA SI3HIK, CelaB
X3 [y, cTosiBIIEMY KaK BKOIIQHHEIN, OOJIBIIYIO POKHUILY.

Cun dub oTHEC Hi0-HI0 BHM3. CBET U3 TOCTUHOM Mafiajl Ha JIUIO CISIel Ha JuBaHe XeHIUHBL. OH
TI03BaJI €€ Imapy pas, Ho 6abyIKa He mMpocHYyachk. Yepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMst Hio-Hio, 00BUBIIIAs €ro
11el0, Hayana 3eBaTh. CuH JHb MOCMOTPEN Ha Yackl Ha CTeHe: ObIJIO y2Ke NecsaTh Beuepa, U JeBoYKe
mopa CIaTh.

— Mawma erné He BepHYIach? — COHHO CIpocuia Hio-Hio, eé ria3a yxke 3aKphIBalliCh, a TeJo
Me[IJIEHHO CII0JI3aJI0 BHU3.

CuH JHb IOOHSAI €€ BhIIIE U MSATKO OTBETHII:
— MamMa CKOpo IpUfET.

— Vry, — npo6opmorarsna oHa, 60sblile He U3maBas HU 3BYKa, ¥ YTKHYJACh JIUL[OM B Kmouully CuH
fHs, Ka3an0ck, IefCTBUTEIHHO 3aCHYB.

CBeT B mogbe3[€e TO 3aropajcs, TO Tac, U3nydas TYCKJIBIM XKENThIM cBeT. KaXkplil pa3, KOTrfa OH rac,
CuH fHb TPOMKO CTy4YaJsl HOTOM 10 IOJTy, ¥ CBET CHOBa BK/IIOYaJICs.



Hro-HI0, HaXOMsICh B MTONTyCHE, TIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY ¥ CIIPOCHUIIA:

— Mawma el1i€ He BepHYyach?
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