XoTs emy OBLIO KpaliHe HEJIOBKO, OH BCE 3Ke X0TeJ1, 4To0w X0 JIu y3Has o ero 4yBcTBaX. Ecnu Ha 3TOT
pa3 Xo JIu CHOBA He YCIIBILIUT, OH 0O0JIbIIIE He TIOBTOPHUT!

— He cnpimy.

I'na3a Tao Llu HamoMHUINCE ClIe3aMy, B cepalle MopHAmack odunma. OH yxkKe cKa3asl ABaXK[bl, Kak X0
JIu Mor He paccinhimaTh? EMy BCE 6oblie Ka3anoch, 4To Xo JIu menaeT 3TO HApPOYHO.

Y pericTBUTENbHO, Ha nuile Xo JIu urpasna ynbi0Ka, a B rjla3aX YATaI0Ch BECETIbe.
O 0BT TAKMM Heropasem!
— JlagHo, MagHO, A yCbILLIal.

Xo JIu paccmesinicsi. 9ToT peOEHOK OB CTUIITKOM 3aCTEHYMBEIM, €CJIH MIPOHOJIXKATh IPAa3HUTh, OH
TOYHO 3alljIayveT.

B ToT x&e mur Tao Llu oco3Ha, 4To Bce ero o6uahl ucye3nau. [Ioxoxke, OH TOJIHKO YTO IIPU3HAJICS B
MI00BHU, IPUYEM OTKPHITO.

A Xo Jlu, BUps ero cMyllleHNe, IPOJ0JIKal IoAApa3HuBaTh, 3aCTaBJIdgsd er0 KpaCHETE.

T'opro Tao Llu cIOBHO YTO-TO COABUIIO, CEPAIIE TOXKeE OBITIO MEPEIIOTHEHO, MSATKOE U TEIIIOe YYBCTBO
OKYTaJIo ero, fiesas ero HeloX0XXK1UM Ha caMoro ces.

JlagHO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH YK€ C IIPOIIION XXKU3HU IIpuHaaiexan Xo JIu.
C Toro MmoMeHTa, Kak Xo JIu cmac ero, oH nepectan O6bITh Tao Ly, a ctan Xo 1u.
OH B34 ero ¢paMunnioo, 4T0OH HOCUTH €ro UMS.

Xo JIu mOJIOKUII €TO Ha KPOBaTh U HampaBUJiIcs K mKady. Ero BEICOKUM U CTPOMHBIM CUIY3T OCTaBUII B
cepmie Tao [y HeusrnmaguMbli cieq 6e30MaCHOCTH, KOTOPBIA HUKTO He MOT Pa3pPYIIUTh.

9710 Xo JIu cnac ero u3 TEMHOI0 MeCTa, KOTOPHEIM OBI oM Tao.
B atom mMupe y Hero ocTascs TOIbKOo Xo JIu.

Te, KTo mpuuuHsn 60mb Xo JIu, He 3acnyxuBany mpoilenusi. Tao Ilu cobupancs pa3oOpaThCs ¢
KaXXOBhIM U3 HUX, Jaxe eClId 9TO ObLIK ero OpaThs UK MOOYNHEHHEIE,

HukTO He cMen paHUTh er0 ceplle.

XoTs ero noxuileHne He YOaaoCh, eCiau ObI OHO COCTOSIOCH, OH, HaXOMsICh 0€3 CO3HAHUS, CMOT OBl
CHU3UTH UX OMUTENBHOCTh ¥ Y3HATh UX MaPIIPYT.

Ho Teneph 0OH yKe 3HaJ, KaK BRITJIAAST 3TH OBOE, U ¥ Hero Oblla 3allenka B nuile 3goMa. OH OBICTPO
HANOET TOT0, KTO CTOSIT 3a CMePThI0 X0 JIK B IIPOILIION XKU3HHU.

Xo JIu He 3Han, o yéM pgyman Tao Lu. OH gocTan u3 mKada HOBBIM Ol MIETKOBBIN ITHUKaMHbIH
KOCTIOM ¥ HayaJ IIepeofieBaTh €ro.

— 4 cam omeHych. PaHbIlle T IOMOTas MHe, IIOTOMY YTO GO0SJICS, YTO 5 MOT'Y ITIOBPEOUTE HOTY, HO
TEIepk... I MOTY CcaM.



Tonoc Tao Llu OBIT TUXUM, a JTUI0 TTOKPACHEO.
Xo JIu moxauaJ rojIoOBOM U MSTKO CKa3aJl:
— IlopHUMHU pPyKH.

OH He BUEJ HUYETO CTPAHHOTO B TOM, YTOOH yXaxkKuBaTh 3a Tao LIu. 3To OB €T0 MaeHbKUN
BOpOOYIIIeK, KOTOPOTO OH JOJIKEH 0aoBaTh.

OH BBIPACTHUJI €T0, 3HAUUT, NONKEH caM 3a00TUTHCS.

HukTo gpyroiui He cMel IpUKacaThCA.

KTo mocmeeT — yMpET.

Tao Llu OBIn ero TMYHOM BEIbI0, KOTOPYI0 MOT BUAETEH ¥ TPOTATh TOIBKO OH.

Xo Jlu cmoTpesn Ha Genbiil KUBOT Tao 1y 1 IBe KpacHBIE TOYKH Ha T'PY[OH, €T0 Cepalle HAMlOIHUIIOCh
TeryioM. MajieHbKHH BOpoOyIIIeK, KOTOPOTO OH IMomo0pas mof MOXKIEM, 0Ka3aJICs TAKUM KPAaCUBBIM.

Oco0eHHO ero BlaXHHIE I'1a3a, B KOTOPERIX, Ka3aJIOCh, CBETUJIOCH COJIHIIE. Korga oH CMOTPEII Ha Tebs,
OHH CHSJIH, KaK 3BE37b HA HOYHOM He0e, YKCTO U SCHO.

OpHoro B3rasga OBII0 JOCTAaTO4YHO, YTOORI pa3BesaTh BCIO TEBMY B Cepane U IIOTPY3UTHECA B 3TOT CBET.

OTa KpacoTa 3aBopaxuBaia Xo JIu, u, BCIOMUHAs 3TH rjla3a, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO ero 60JIe3Hb
yTHXana.

Y BU3UTEH K TOKTOPY MaMMOHY CTalu pexe.

Xo JIu B3471 rpsi3uyio ogexkay Tao Iu, cioBHO 3T0 OBIIO YTO-TO AparoineHHoe. OH pa3/70XKUI €€ Ha
KPOBaTU U Hayasl akKKypaTHO CKJIaAbIBaTh.

Takoe noBemenue couno Tao Lu ¢ TonKy. Pa3Be rps3Hyi0 ofexkay He HYKHO CcTUpaTh? [Touemy
rocrnoguH X0 CKJlIaAbIBaeT €€, CJI0BHO coOupaeTcs yopaTh B mKad?

— l'ociogus Xo, pa3Be ofieXay He HYKHO CTUPATh?

Tao Llu cripocun 3To, MOTOMY YTO paHbIlle OH HUKOTTIa He BUMEN, YTOOH OfleK/a, KOTOPYI0 OH HOCHII,
I0SIBJISI/IACh CHOBA.

— He HyXHO.

Heyxenu oH cobupaeTcs e€ BHIOpocuTh? My, MoXKeT, OCTaBUTh Ha MaMsATh? Cysi 10 BEIPaXKeHUI0
nutia Xo JIu, BTOpo# BapuaHT Ovln 60J1ee BEPOSITHBIM.

T'ocmomws X0 coOupart Bely, KOTOPEIe OH HCII0JIb30Bal.
— lunm, 0 4éM TH AyMaenIb?
B ero rnasax BCIIBIXHYJI CTPAHHBIN OJ1€CK, 9TOT B3I HaroMHuI Tao 11 BojKa U3 CTEIH.

Borx, KOTOprfI B TEMHOTE COEP2KHUBAET CBOU XKeEJIaHWA, OXKHNOad II0OOX0OsAIero MOMeHTa, YTOOBI
HallaCTk.



A oH OBITT MalIeHBKOM MOOBIYEHM, HA KOTOPYIO TOT CMOTpPEI.

Tao Lz 3amep, 605CH TOLIEBEIUTLCS, CIIOBHO B CIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHAY ero pa3opByT Ha dyacTu. OH He
OLLJI TOTOB.

[T'oBOpAT, 4YTO 9TO OUEHBb OOIBHO.

— Hu... U 0 yém.

Tao Ly x0Tesn CXBaTUTh MOAYIIKY U CIPATATH JULO. AX, KaK XKe CTHIIHO!
Xo JIu 3aKOHYMII CKJIaAbIBaTh ONEXKAY U IIPOAOJIKHUI:

— Lumu, He gBUTAM HOTAMM, 51 CeMYac CHUMY C TeOs IITaHEHL.

Crnepnytomas cueHa 3actaBuiia Tao 1z mouyBcTBOBaTh ce0s IpPONapeHHbIM Ha [Tapy NUPOKKOM, U3
KOTOPOT'0 BaJIUT IIap.

— Xopotiio.

M3-3a TpaBMBHI HOTH, [jazke II0CJIe CHATUS OMHTOB, 1I000€ Pe3Koe JBUKEHNe IPUIUHATIO 60b. XOTs
OH He ofpalla Ha 9T0 BHUMaHuUs, X0 JI¥, Ka3aa0Ch, MoJIy4as yI0BOIbCTBHE OT MPOoIiecca
TIepeoieBaHusI.

Tao Ilu cTapacs OTBIeYhCs, HEe CMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MIPOUCXOTUIIO BHU3Y. ITO OBITIO CIIUIIKOM
CMyIIAoIIe.

Iymast 06 3TOM, OH BCIIOMHHJI 3aBTPaK, KOTOPEIEK OHHU e71u ¢ X0 JIu yTpoM. ITO OBIJIO TaK BKYCHO,
0C00eHHO ero Jo0UMbIe TUUHBIE TaPTAIETKHU.

B mome Tao oH HUKOT[a TAaKOTo He MpoOoBaJl, a B IIPOIIUION KU3HH, M3-3a CBOeH poOOCTH, OH Jaxke He
OCMeJIUBAJICS TONPo0OBaTh YTollleHUs, KOTOphle mapun Xo JIu.

Kaxk xe oH xX0TeJ ux cemudac.
— Yp-yp...

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa Xo JIu CHUMal ¢ Hero IITaHkl, XKUBOT Tao LIy 3aypyan, ¥ npolecc 0CTaHOBUJICS
Ha caMOM Heyqo0HOM MOMEHTE.

Crouso numb B3TJSHYTh BHU3, UTOOH YBUAETH CJIETKa BHIIAPAIOMIAN JKUBOTHK.
[Tpu aToit Meiciu Tao Ly HeBoIbHO 06/1M3a TYOH U TIOTIaguil CBOM XKUBOT.

— JlaBali 3aBTpa yTPOM CHOBA CHE[UM SIUYHbIE TapTaJIeTKHU.

— Xoporto.

I'ma3a Xo JIu moteMHeny, ero B3rJIsAf CTall 3arafoyHbIM.

Korga nactynuno yrpo, Tao Llu yBumesn CTOM, YCTaBIEHHbIH JeCATKaMU TapTaleToK, U YyTh He
B3JIETEJI OT PAJOCTH, HO OH eIlé He 3Has 00 3TOM.

Benn HOUL eIé He 3aKOHYUJIIacCh.



3a OKHOM BO OBOpe JINCThA COCEH ITyMEJIM Ha BETPY, a B CIIaJIbHE LIaPHJia TETnas aTMOC(bepa. IlBa
TopA4YHrX Cepalia, Ka3aJIoCh, MEJIEHHO CONMMUAKAIHCH.

Bcé mimo Tax, kak xoren Tao Lu.
Bnuxe, Onuxe, eme Onuxe.

Xo JIu ObIT 0OYEeHb KPACuB, U, KOTIa €T0 HeXXHEIE T7la3a CMOTPENH Ha TebOs, cepalle HaunHaJ0 OUThCS
yarie.

B aToM Mupe He OBIII0O HUKOT'O KpaCHUBee TOCIOaUHA XO.

9t0 Tao L1y moHSN elI€ B MPOIION XKU3HU, HO TOILKO celidyac 0CO3HaJl, YTO Bafesell 9TuX rias
IpuHafIexas eMy.

[Tocne Toro Kak Xo JIu mepeopnen Tao L{u, oH moIeKoTan eMy CTYIIHIO, Kak OyITO urpas ¢ KOTEHKOM,
C JIETKUM HaMEKOM.

— IllekoTHO.

Tao Llu oTmepHyN HOTY, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 Xo JIu He cTan yaepKUBaTh €€, a JTUIIb PaCCMeSIICH.
— JlagHo, GobItie He OyOy OPa3HUTh.

— Yto 37O Ha cTone?

Xo Jlu, Boiisl B KOMHATY, Cpa3y 3aMeTHII, 4YTO Ha CTOJIe ITOSIBUIOCH YTO-TO HOBOE.

Tao Lz BHyTpeHHe Hanpsarcs. Ax, oH 3a0bi1 yOpaTh prucyHok! Ha OyMare octanuck ero KapaHOalllHbIe
3aluCH, KOTOPEIE OH HE yCIIeJl CTEPETh, KOTfa ero yBellu.

— {1 HapucoBan Tebe KapTUHY Ha CTOJIe, UCII0Ib30Bajl 6JI0OKHOT ¥ KapaHJalllk, KOTOPEIE THl MHE
TIOTAPHUII.

Tao LIy roBOopusI HEYBEPEHHO.

OH HepBHHKYAJ. IDTU CJIOBa OH HaIMCaJll, BCIIOMKAHAs MIPOIUIYIO KK3Hb, X0 JIN He JoJKeH 0BT X
BUMETh.

— Ilumm, TH MoOJOAeE.

B ronoce Xo JIu 3By4asna UCKPeHHSS IT0XBajla, HO 9TO JIUIIb YCUIuIo 6ecrnokorcTBo Tao Lu.

Tao LIy moTupar ria3a ¥ 3eBHYIL.

— locnioguH Xo, yKe ITOYTH YETHIPE yTPa, eCiIu He IIOCIUM, 3aBTpa He yCIleeM CheCTb TapTalleTKU.
— f mocMoTpIO, YTO THI HAPUCOBAJL.

Xo JIu IpOTSIHYI PYKY ¥ B35JI PUCYHOK. ITO OB HAOPOCOK.

— CBeTOTeHb X0poIIo mpopaboTaHa, epcoHaxk U300paxkEH 0YEHb KUBO, BUJHO, YTO XYITOKHUK
BJIOKHUJT AYIITY.

Tao Lz mpoTsAHyN PyKy, 4ToOH 3a6paTh pUCyHOK, HO X0 JIlu yOpan ero. ETo HepBHOe NOBefieHNE



JIVIIB YCUIUJIO UHTepec Xo JIu.

Bpems mimo, a Xo JIu BCE elfé u3ydasn PUCYHOK, B TO BpeMs Kak Tao Llu uyBcTBOBas cebs Bce Ooree
HEYBEPEHHO.

[TonpaButcs nu eMy? X0TsI OH 3HaJI, 4TO X0 JIu 06513aTeIbHO IOHPABUTCS, (aKT ocTaBaics paKToM,
¥ OH BCE PaBHO BOJTHOBAJICS.

— Tl'ocmogul X0 — 9TO Iy4 CBETA B TEMHOTE, MasiK, BeIyLIUN MeHs BIepen, 00:KeCcTBO, mapylolee
MHEe TeIjio ¥ 00raTCcTBO.

Xo JIu uuTan 3To, Kak CTUXOTBOpPEHNE, €TI0 I'0JIOC OBIJT MATKUM U MEeJIOOUYHBIM, 3aCTaBNAg Tao L[I/I
BHUMATEJIbHO CIIYIIATh.

— Oxa3wIBaeTcs, Luny cyuTaeT MeHs TJIyIIBIM 002KeCTBOM, KOTOpoe JlaéT TeIsIo ¥ 60raTCTBO.
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