— 9 He3aMeHUM.

OTH CNI0Ba, Ka3ajoCh, 3afeNli KaKylo-To CTPyHY B gyule Tao Lu. OH npucTanbHO IOCMOTPEN Ha HUX, U
€ro TBEPABIN B3TJISAM 3aCTAaBUJI UX 3aMEPETh.

Tao L{u He ycIen JOTOBOPUTH, Kak OYKapuK Pe3KO IIarHyJl BIePEN U OTIYIINI ero yAapoM.
— Y MeHs gypHOE Ipea4yyBCTBUE.
— V meHs Toxe...

BrayTpH y 060uX HeoxkumaHHO 1moxononeso. Oukapuk B3Banui Tao [y Ha cnuHy u 6eCIIyMHO
HalpaBuUCA K 3aJHEMY [IBOpY.

Ho onu He 3ameTunu, 4To yronku ry6 Tao LIy OblIM crerka IpUIOmHSTHL.

U yX TOYHO He yBU[EIH, KaK B JBYXCTaX MeTpax OT HUX, Ha ayKI[MOHE, HayajlaCh HaCTOsIIast
cxBaTKa, a Xo JIu u BoBCce TaM He OLLIO.

— Tl'ocioguH, O0oM He IIpenacT Bac.

YepHBIH aBTOMOOUITb CKPBEIBAJICSI B HOYHOM ThMe. CUISIIN 3a PY/IEM MyKUYKMHA B YEPHOM OPOKATI,
ero CxKaThle KyJlaKu ObIIM HalpsiKeHb! 1o npenena. OH 6eCcCUIbHO OMYCTUII TOJIOBY, He pelasich
B3TJISSHYTh HAa KPACHBOTO MYKYHUHY Ha 3aflHEM CHIEHbE.

ToT MyKYMHA CUIEI C 3aKPHITEHIMU T'J1a3aMu. CepeOpsHBEIM MOHOKJIb Ha IIePeHOCHIle TpHUaaBal eMy
BHUI YYEHOT0 U 671arOPOAHOT0 YeJ0BeKa, HO He MOT CKPBITh €CTECTBEHHOM BJIaCTU U CHUITHI,
WCXOIOUBIIIEH OT HETO.

— Crpensi.
CnycTsi MTHOBEHME MYyXKYHHA ITPUOTKPHITT TOHKKE TYOHI, ero royioc ObIT X0JI0[IeH, KakK JIE.

YcnrpimaB 3T0, MyK4KMHA 3a PYJIEM efiBa He 3ariakaj. OH IMOOHSII TOJIOBY, U ero B3TJIS[ yIIaj Ha
3agHUM OBOP ycambOnl Xo.

OH yBuAeN, KaK OI0M BBHITYCTUI IBYX Y€JIOBEK, U OOVH U3 HUX HEC Ha pyKax Tao Llu.

Hempussub 3noMa K Tao 1lu Ovlta emy u3BectHa. C caMoro Haydasta, KOTa TOT HadaJs IIPOBOLIUPOBATh
Tao LIx, 4TOOHI TOT MOKUHY IOM X0, U [0 IIOCIEAYIOIIKUX B3TJISIAOB, TOTHEIX OTBPALIEHUS. A Telephb
OH U BOBCe COTPYIHMYAJ C YyKaKaMu, YTOOBI COBEPIIUTH TaKOe.

CKOJIBKO pa3s OH Ipenynpexnal, YToOsl TOT He MpuOIuKacs K Bemam rocrmogrtia Xo! ITouemy oH He
ciyiian?

Hey}Kem/I M3-3a TOTO, YTO FOCIOOWH X0 3aCTaBJISAI €T0 CaXKaTh IIBETH U JEPEBhA U HE II03BOJIAIL
Y4aCTBOBATh B TAKOM BA2KHOM MEDOIIPUATHHU, KAaK aYKIIMOH, OH Hadall 00SITHCST 3@ CBOE TIOJIOKEHHE?

[ToyeMy OH TaKOU I'TyIBIM? ITO [IO30pP AJIA rocrnoguHa Xo!
9TH cnoBa [I9BUM BLIKPUKHYJI B CBOEM CepAIIE.

— IInoxo.



O‘-IKapI/IK, BBIM[IS U3 3aHET0 OBOpa ycanLGH X0, IOOHSI C 3eMIIN HOYTGYK, " TyT XK€ HaBCTPpEedy eMy
IojieTeia ImyJs.

OH pe3Ko OTKJIOHUJICS B CTOPOHY, n30ekKaB OIIaCHOCTH.
B naTtucrax MeTpax cipaBa KTO-TO OBLJI, U y HEeTo OB INTyIINTeNb. OTO ObIJI CEPhE3HBIN IPOTUBHUK.
Oukapuk TyT xKe 6pocun Tao IIu u, cxBatub bepet, 6pocuncs 6exarb.

Hx 6bICprIe IITarv 1 JIOBKOCTE, C KOTOpOI;I OHHU YKIIOHAJIACE OT ITIYJIb, TOBOPHUJIA O TOM, YTO OHHU OBLITH
JaJIeKO He OOBIYHBIMU BOpaMH.

CeromHSIITHUYN Beuep ObLI ITOJIOH OIMKMO0K, HaHHEIE 0Ka3aauch Oecrmone3nbl. OHU HUKAK HE 0XKUIAIIH,
YTO CHapyXku OymeT aBTOMOOUIIb, TOMXKUAAIOIINH UX.

B 9KCTpPEHHOM CUTyaIluyu IPUIIIOCh OPOCUTH 3a/T0KHUKA ¥ CIIPSITAThCS, WHAYE, €CITU ObI UX TUYHOCTh
PacKphIIK, BCE OblI0 ObI KOHYEHO. Bocc Ovl ux your!

Xo JIu BHILIET M3 MalllMHBI ¥ HanpaBuicsa K Tao [y, a MyzK4rHa B YEPHOM IT0€Xasl 3a TeMH IByMS.

Tao LIy, yaB Ha 3eMJII0, TYT 2Ke IIOHSJI, YTO YTO-TO IOLIIO HE TaK. BUAMMO, TPOU30IIEN
HeTpeBUIEeHHbIN ClTy4ai.

OH OTKpBHII I'Ta3a ¥ 0CMOTPeNICS. MeHee 4eM 3a Be MUHYTH T€ OBOE UCYE3IIU U3 €r0 OIS 3PEHHUS.
3aTeM K HeMy IOIOIIEN YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPOTO 3[eCh OBITh He MOJIZKHO OBITIO.
— Xo JIn.

Xo JIu npucen nepen Tao Llu, ero B3rnsag OB CTOXKHBIM. EINE 4yThb-4yTh, ¥ €r0 MaJIeHbKast
KaHaperka Oblna OBl YKpageHa.

OH MIPOTSHYJ PYKY, OTOOBHUHYB IPsIab Booc co 6a Tao Llu. Ero romoc, 00bIYHO TEMIIHIH, TEIEPh
3By4Yas HU3KO U 0e3 IPUBLIYHON MSITKOCTH:

— ITouemy THI He IT03BaJT Ha MOMOIIL? Tebe HYKHO OBIIIO TPOCTO KPUKHYTh, U TeOs ObI HE YBEJIH.

Tao Ly BHyTpeHHe Hanparca. Heyxenu mosepre, KOTOPOE OHU IIOCTPOUIIM, PA3PYLIUTCS U3-3a 3TOr'0
VHUUEHTa?

— Tocopus X0, KaK 51 0Ka3aJicst CHapy&u? U BEL.. KaK BBl 3[€Ch 0KA3aJIUCh?

OH MOMKITAJICS BCTaTh, HO HOT'H €0 He CIIYIIAINCh, U OH YyTh He ymaj, Ho X0 JIu mogXBaTuil ero u
00HS.

— Tl He TOMHUIIE?
— YTo mpou3omino?

Tao Ly yxBaTtuscs 3a ogexpay Xo JIu, ero rojgoc gpozxail, CJIOBHO OH He MOT IIOHATH, KakK 0Ka3aJcs
37IeCh.

Xo JIu moHsn, uto maxe y Tao LIy 6pIBal0T MOMEHTHI, KOTIa OH OOUTCS OKa3aThCsA B HE3HAKOMOM
MecTe.



— Thl 4yTh He OBbINI MOXUINEH, s TeOs cIac.
Xo JIu mornapun Tao Ly o 10y, a 3aTeM CTajl CMaXuBaTh C HETO IIbLTb.

B3arnsg Tao Ly, momHEI paCTEPSIHHOCTH M CTPaxa, He OB MPUTBOPHEIM. B ceparie Xo JIu MOgHSIOCH
YyBCTBO 3allUTHUKA, OH HEXKHO IJ1afguil Bosoce Tao Ly, yciokausas ero.

— Kak xopo1110, 4TO THI 3[ECE.

Tao Llu 3aKphlI IM1a3a ¥ Ipuxkacs K Xo JIu, o0HSB ero 3a Taluio.

— Onu pelicTBUTENLHO OECIIONIE3HH, Naxke Tebs He cMOrau yoepedb. HeT CMbIC/Ia UX OCTaBIIATh.
Xo Jlu mpou3HEC 3TO TUXO, CJIOBHO TOBOPS caM ¢ cobout unu ¢ Tao Lu.

— B cnepnyromuii pas, eCiiu YTO-TO MOFKO0OHOE CIYYUTCS, KPpUuH... «[ocriogut X0, IOMOTH»?

Ou nonuMan, 4To Xo JIu uMen B BUAy, UYTO OXPAaHHUKYU y BOPOT IIPOBAJIUIIXA CBOIO paboTy.

Xots Tao LIy He 3HaJ, KaKoe HaKa3aHUe XKAET OXPAaHHUKOB 3a UX XaJaTHOCTh, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO X0
JIu ceriuac OBLI OYEHb HEJOBOJIEH.

A ecnu Xo JIu O6b11 HEOOBOJIEH, €My CaMOMY CTAHOBHJIOCH He IT0 cele.
— Xa-xa.

Xo JIu paccmesncs ot cioB Tao Llu. OToT peGEHOK Bcerfa yMen cKa3aTh YTO-TO HEOObYHOe, YTOOH
€r0 Pa3BECeJIUTh.

YcnrimaB cMex Xo JIu, Tao 1u moyyBcTBOBaN Temio B cepaie. Ecnu 6b1 rocnoguH X0 Bcermga Tak
cMmescs!

CeropHsi, XOTSI OHU ¥ He CMOTJIM HAaWTH CIeObl TeX [BOUX, OH IOyuu yneoky Xo Jlu!
— Pa3Be B He OblIM Ha ayKIuoHe? [loyeMy BbI 30€Ch?

— He momén.

Xo JIu cKasas 9To JIeTKO, HO 3a 3TUMHM CJIOBAaMHU CKPHIBAJIOCH HEUTO OOJIbIIEE.

Celtuac Ha ayKIMOHE I[apWI Xaoc, KepaM#uKa 1 OparoleHHOoCTy u3 KOaHbMUHBI0OAHS UCUE3TH, YTO
BBI3BAJIO [TEPEI0JIOX B TOPONCKOM agMUHUCTPAIIMY U MTOIUIIENCKOM yIIpaBiieHuu. Bce OHU OBIIM 371€Ch
pamu 3THX BEIel.

— He Bonnyiics, s Halily 3TUX OBOUX.

Xo JIu 1ucmoabp30Ball CBOU YHPIKaJIbHBIfI CHOCOG, YTOOHI pa3BesaThk CBOU TPEBOT'H. ITocne IIepexunuToro
IIOXHUINMEHUA OH, JOJIZKHO 6I:>ITI>, oyMal, 4To Tao LIu oueHb HallyT'aH.

— XO0JIOOHO, ITOUEM JOMOI.
Tao Lz 6ombine He cripamuBai. OH 3HaJ, 4TO OTBET OyAEeT TaKUM, KaKUM OH XOTEJI €T0 YCIILIIIATh.

Xo JIu cHAn cBOM NMUMAXKAK U HAaKKMHYJ ero Ha Tao LIy, 3aTeM ITOAXBATUII €r0 Ha PYKU U HANIPABUJICS K
BXOZY.



OxpaHHUKU Yy BXOZa, yBULEB, KakK X0 JI1 HEC KOT0-TO Ha pyKaX, YyTh He yIalu OT YOUBIICHUS.
Kro 3T0 y rocnofrHa Xo Ha pykax? KTo ymocTouncsi Takoro obpaiieHus?

HecMmoTps Ha BHyTpeHHee yauBIIeHNe, OXpaHHUKY Oblnu npodeccroHanamMu. Mx nuila ocTaBallCh
HETIPOHHUIIAeMBIMH, He BhIJaBast HU equHOM sMouuu. OHU IMOKJIOHUIUCE ¥ XOPOM ITPOU3HECIIH:

— l'ocioguH X0, BE BEPHYJIUCE.

Onu He Bugenu, Koro HEC Xo JIu. YemoBeK OB MIJIOTHO YKYTaH B MU[IXKAK, BUOHE OBLIM TOJIBKO
Oesnble, HeXXHBIE HOTH, BRITISOLIBAIOIINE U3-TI0M IIOJIEL.

OmHOTro B3r/Isiga HA 9TH MPEKPaCHbIe HOTH OBIZIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH IMOHSATH, UTO Ha PyKax y Xo JIu
OBLT KpacaBell.

Tao Llu Bopixan 3amax numgkaka Xo JIu. 9To ObUT 3alaxX COJHIIA, 3amax X0 JIu, KOTOPEIA COrpeBat BCé
TEJO, menast KOCTU MIATKUMH.

B3arnsap Tao Llu cTan paccessHHBIM. B nmpotunoi xku3nu Xo JIu ogHaXKIb Tak ke HEC ero Ha pyKax,
1[eJlyss ¥ TOBOPS:

— Lu1u, 6ymb XOpOLUIMM MaJlbuKOM, CHApyK4 OIIaCHO, OCTaBaics loMa CO MHOM.

Torpa oH He IpuUJan 3TOMYy 3HaUYeHUs, fyMasi, YTO MOIETy’ — 3TO MPOCTO cr1ocod Xo JIu BEIpa3uTh
CBOIO JTI000BB, KAK MaMa IieJjioBajia ero.

Cepaue Tao Lu cxkamock oT 601, HacKONMbKO ke TIIYIIHIM OH OBIJT B ITPOIIJION XKU3HHU.

Xo JIu mio6un ero, HO He IPUYUHSI eMy Bpefa. HarmpoTus, 3T0 OH caM npuyuHui 6omab Xo JIu,
OCTaBUB €T0 HU C YeM 10 CaMOi CMEPTH.

OHu BepHYNUCH B KOMHATY, ¥ Tao LIy BCE elé He XOTeN Bhlyie3aTh U3 06bsaTuit Xo JIu.
Kakoi ke OH IpUBsI3YMBHIA. Yronku ryd Xo JIu MOmHSINCH, €70 CEPlle HAllOTHUIOCh PalOCThIO.
— Tebe HpaBuUTCS, KOraa s Te0s JepxKy Ha pyKax?

Huskuit u Markust ronoc Xo JIu, Kak NETKUY BETEPOK, BUTAJl B CIaJIbHE, MEAJIEHHO ITPOHUKAs B
cepnue Tao 1Iu, co3maBast TEMBIN IIOTOK.

Terno Tao LIy BHE3AMHO HANIPSATIIOCH, OH HETIPOM3BOJILHO MpuKascs K Xo JIu emé cuimbHee, a Ha JIUle
TIOSIBUJICS] JIETKUU PyMSIHEII.

— HpaBuTcs unu He HPABUTCS?

I'ma3a Xo JIu ObIIN ITOJIHE TEIlIa, ero ToJIOC CTAHOBUMIICS BCE THIIE, CIIOBHO 00JIagal Maruew,
crroco0Hoit yOaroKaTh, 3acTaBiss Tao Llu mocTeneHHO paccinabisiThCs.

ITar 3a I1aroM, MITKO ¥ HEeHaBSI3YUBO.
— M-M...

9T0 «M-M» CJIIOBHO BBIPBA/IOCh C OTPOMHBIM ycunueM. Ilocye aTux cnoB ceppile Tao 1u 3abunock
yalle, B TPyAy IMOSBUJIOCh CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, OMHOBPEMEHHO 00JIe3HEHHOE U MIPUSTHOE.



OH ycnbiman 3710?
Xo JIu ckasai:
— Moxe1b rOBOPUTH TPOMYE, 5T HE PACCIIBIIIA.

Oxa3selBaeTcs, rocnonul Xo He ycnblan. B cepaue Tao Ly mosgBunocs pa3oyapoBaHue, a BHYTPU
CJIOBHO ITpOOyaXIIach ropsiuas laBa, KOTOpas yCTPEMUIIAch II0 BCEMY TeNy K TOPy, 0CBOOOXKas ero
OT OKOB.

— M-mM...
Emé omuH mEnoT, KOTOPBIM MOT ObI PAaCTBOPUTHCS B BETPE.
OTBeuaTh Ha TaKue BOMPOCH misi Tao Llu Ovlo KpaiiHe C10KHO. ETo poT C/10BHO OBII CKIEeH

CUJIBHBIM KJI€EEM, B CJIOBa HE XOTEJIN BBIXOOUTE.
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