B komHaTe napuia atMocdepa Bceobiero cMaTeHusi. Tao YsHbY OpoxKar, CIOBHO B JTUXOPAJIKe,
CXBATUJI CTOSIBIINI PSIOM Ta3 ¥ IIBEIPHYJ ero B Xo JIu, mocie yero 6pocuscs K ABEPH.

Xo JIu cxBaTwUI €ro 3a pyky.
— Kyna 3To THI coOpancs?

Ero mepsiHOM roj10C He comepKasl HU KallJIi TellJla, CJIOBHO MOHOCUIICS U3 Oe3MHEI, KaK MPU3PaYHEIM
mrenioT. [lepen rina3amu Tao YsHby 3aMasiyuiIu TyMaHHbIe 00pa3kl MPU3PAKOB, U B CO3HAHKE
BOPBAJIUCh CaMbl€ Y2KACHBIE MBICTH, OT KOTOPBIX OH YYTh He JIMIIUJICS YyBCTB.

— 4.4 BEPHYCE B 3dJI, — OAPO2KAIIMM I'OJIOCOM IIPOJIeIIeTall Tao LI(—)H'By, €ro HOT'u OApOozZKaJik, CJIOBHO
OBLIH IMOOKJIIOYEHEI K MOTODPY.

— I'me Tao LIu?

— OTKyna MHe 3HaTh, Tie 9TOT yOJII0[0K.

Barnsapg Tao YsHbY CKONIB3HYJI B CTOPOHY IIOfiBajia, HO OH TYT K€ SPOCTHO 3aMOTaJ I'0JIOBOM.
Her, Henb3s1, uToOH X0 JIu y3HAa, 4To OH 3arep Tao Llu B mogBasne. OH yObeT ero!
HeoxunaHHo 4bs-TO pyKa CXKajla eMy pOoT, KOCTU 3aTpellasiu.

— Jlyuue Ol THI JEWCTBUTENIBHO HE 3HAJI, TE OH.

— U e1ne, g TepieTh HE MOTY, KOTZia MeHS Ha3bIBalOT OOIHHEIM YOIIOIKOM.

— IToTomy uTO yONIOMOK HE $1, @ TOT, KTO YOUI MOIO MaTh. ITO OH yOmogok. Kak T MOXKeITh
CpaBHUBATh MEHS C HUM? OTO OTBPATUTENHHO.

Tao Ysuby BOIM3M 3aMETHUII, YTO ITa3a X0 JIu ObITH YepHHI, KakK 6e300HHas MPONacTh, CIIOCOOHAs
TIOTJIOTUTE YejioBeKa. OHU OBITH CTPAHHBIMHU U 3JIOBEIIMMM, CJIOBHO IIPUHA/IJIEXKAIN He YEJIOBEKY.

Ero xoxa Oblyta 671eIHOM, a TyObl SPKO-aIbIMU, KaK y BaMIIHpa.
Tao YsHby X0TeN 3aKpudaTh, HO SI3bIK OYATO OHEMEJI, @ YeJII0CTh, Ka3al0Ch, BHIBUXHYIACh.

Panbllle OH YyBepeHHO 3asBIsi, 4To X0 JIu He CcTpallleH, HO Telephb OH XOTeJl BEPHYTHCS B MIPOIITIOE 1
naTh cebe mormeunHy. UTo 3a 4yIIh OH TOT[Ia Hec?

— Ornyctu MeHs!

HemnoHATHO OTKyHa B3sBIIAasICSA CMeJI0CTh 103BoIuIIa Tao YaHbY BEIpBAThCA U3 XBaTKU X0 JIU, U 0H
IIOTBITAJICS YIapPUTh €ro HOTOM.

CTOJ'IKHYBH.[I/ICL C HeroasieM, Hy2KHO OBITD emie 0osee XKeCTOKHMM. DTa MBICIIb BHE3AIIHO IIpOHECIIaCh B
€ro roJjiose.

['psi3HBIE, 37TBIE, OCTPhIE CTI0BA BHIPHIBAIUCEH U3 €T0 PTa, CJIOBHO TaKUM 00pa3oM OH MOT BepHYTh cebe
MY2KCKO€e IOCTOMHCTBO U T0Ka3aTh, 4YTO He Goutcs Xo JIu.

OH roBopur mpaBay. Xo JIu Obln yO/I0qKOM, KOTOPBIY MTOTYOUI ero MaTh, yOuI ero otua. [louemy oH
He MOXKeT 9TOr'0 CKal3aTh?



Xo JIu yKJIOHUIICS OT yoapa, OBICTPO CXBaTHII JIEXKaBIIYIO PAOOM MaJIKy U Pe3Ko ymapui Tao YsHBbY 10
Hore. KocTe XpycCTHYyIIa...

— Aaaaa!

Bomne3HeHHBIN BOIJIb Pa3HECCs 10 BCEMY KyXOHHOMY IPOCTPAHCTBY. Tao YsHBY, CXBATUBIIUCH 38
Oenpo, KaTascs 1o mojy oT 601y, Ha 10y BEICTYIIMII XOJIOAHBIM 10T, & JIUI0 UCKa3UI0Ch B IpUMace.

Xo JIu 6v11 cyMaciienumM, absiBojaoM. OH IeHCTBUTEILHO XOTeJl eT0 YOuTh!
— Cy... cyMacumenmui.
— 910 mis Tao Llu. Tel TOBpeguil eMy HOT'Y, TaK YTO TeIlephb OTHAlllb CBOU [IBE.

C atumu croBamu X0 JI¥ CHOBa 3aMaxHYJICS IAJIKOM ¥ HaHeC yaap, ero ABUXKEeHUS OBbITU JKeCTOKUMH,
HO Ha JIUIle UTrpasia yiasoKa.

9TOT KOHTPACT 3acTaBuil cepate Tao YsHbY 0KaMeHeThb. ITOT YesoBek ObT 60eH. OH Haman Ha
YeJIoBEeKa B €ro XKe JoMe.

Ho Tao Yauby yxke He Mor mymaTh 06 aToM. Hora Gornerna, 6onesna, aaaaaa!
Cnacurte, KT0-HUOYMb, CITACUTE MeHs!

— BoreH, a Bpaya HeT, FOJIO[EH, a e[kl HeT, KaXk/Ibli IeHb ero GbI0T, PyraloT, MydaloT, MOBOAST [0
TIOJIyCMEPTH.

— OpuH pa3 OBUIO ellle CTpallHee. B mecsiTh neT eMy 3aCyHYNH s67I0KO B POT, ¥ OHO Pa36uIo ryos 70
KPOBH. JX, KaK MOTYT CYIIIeCTBOBATh TaKKe KECTOKKME POICTBEHHUKHU, KaK THI...

YcnbiaB cioBa Xo JIu, KOTOpPEE HUKTO He HOoXKeH ObUT 3HaTh, Tao YsHBbY Pe3KO MOAHSI TOJI0BY U
yCTaBUJICS Ha HETO.

Otkyma Xo JIu 3HaeT 06 aTom? Heyxkenu 910 pacckasain emy Tao Ly, aToT yomogok?
— OX... MOXKeT, THI Ilepeefelllb B Ipyroe MecTo? ALl yCT, a AEMOHEI — CpPeQHU JII0IEN. ..
Xo JIu nmpubnusuncs K Tao YsHby, OMHON PYKOM CXBaTHUII €r0 3a BOPOTHUK U C YIBIOKOM IPOU3HEC.

Tao UsHby mBITACS BEIPBATHCS, HO He cMor. OH XOTeJl YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TOPJIo G6yATO CKAIOCh, U
OH He MOT NTPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA.

Crpax okytan Tao UYsuby. B MraoBenue oka Xo JIu oTTalumi ero K KaMUuHy.

SI3BIKY IITaMeHH, TOMHUMAIOIINEeCs: U3 KaMUHA, CJIOBHO OIPAKOH, ITOXKUPAJK IMOCIeqHue HafeX bl Tao
Ysuby. OH CyblIaj, KakK ApoBa Tpellaiy U IIUIeIIH.

Horu Tao Yauby Oblyiv OKpoBaBieHbl. OH OTKPBII POT, U37jaBas HeuJleHopa3[elbHble 3BYKH, HO He
MOT BBIPBAThCS U3 XBaTKU X0 JIu.

B cnepyromyro cexkyHny Xo JIu HYI ero, ¥ OH yIiajl B OTOHb KaMUHA.

ApomaT KapeHoro MfAcCa HallOJIHUJI BCIO KOMHATY.



Tao Usnaby, KOpyack OT 60K B OTHE, MBITANICS BEIOPaThCs, HO X0 JIu OBICTPO 3aKPHLT PELIETKY
KaMUHa.

— Cymacmenunii, CyMacIIefni, 1 TBou oTer!
— OmnycTy HOX, OIYCTH HOXK, OPOCh HOXK, OTelr!
— YO6omoK, TH MHE He CBIH, Thl M TBOSI MaTh... YMPUTe BMecCTe!

Temno Xo JIu mepHYIOCh, ¥ OH MEJIEHHO MIPUCET Tepell KaMUHOM, BHE3AITHO IOJHSB PYKY ¥ HadaB
OUTH cebs 1o roJIoBe.

Tao UsHby KaTaics B OTHe, HO €er0 PYKU LEIJISJINCh 3a XKeJIe3HYI0 PEeIIeTKy, bITasich BEIOpaThca. Ero
ry1a3a ObUIX ITOJIHBI HEHABUCTH.

OH HeHaBU[IeN YeJI0OBeKa 3a pelleTKOM, KOTOPHIM, KaK CyMacIleAmnii, Oun ceOst 1Mo ToJIoBe.
B stor MmoMeHT X0 JIu 0CcTaHOBUIICS.

Ero yepHbIe I'/Ta3a yCTPEMUNIUCh HAa KaMUH, U Ha ero JIMIle TIOSIBUJIach MSATKAS yIbIOKA, X0I0gHaAs U
myTraroas.

Bech KyXOHHBIY BO31yX OBUT HAllOJTHEH CTPAHHBIM apOMaTOM KapeHOoro Msica, KOTOPHIH, CJIOBHO
IpU3pakK, IPOHUK B IIOABAJ.

Tao LIy moHIOXal HOCOM, U €ero jiexallee Ha II0JIy TeJl0 APOTHYJIO.

OH nogxan OOHY HOTY, Cl"Op6I/IBI.T.II/ICB, CJIOBHO Y€EPBbL, HOJ'I3YU.II/II;I II0 3eMJie, U IIOIIO0JI3 BIIEpen, BOJI0Ya
CBOM M3YBE€YEHHBEIE KOHEYHOCTH.

OH cneiman kpuku Tao YsHby, cibiman uMst Xo JIu. Xo JIu Ol Ha KyXHE.
OpuH mar.
IIBa mIara.
Tpu mara.

C Kax[ObIM [BUKEHUEM ero JIieBasi Hora CJIOBHO pa3phiBaiach 0T 0011, Kak Oy[ATO ee Tep3ajy 37ble
nyxu. [Touemy Tao UsHby OB TaK KeCTOK K HeMy? [ToueMy 3TH JIIOOY TaK HEeHaBUMENN ero, Kead,
yTOOBI OH MCY€e3 U3 3TOT0 Mupa?

Copel ¥ Tpu 3akarta.
OHu Obtu OpaThsIMU, HO YOUBANX APYT OPyra TOJIBKO IOTOMY, YTO ¥ HUX ObUIM pa3Hble MaTEpH.
— Xo JIu... s 3mech, Hora OONUT, He MOTY JBUTATHCH...

B ronoce Tao Llu 3By4yana o6uma, rina3a HAMOIHUINCE cie3aMu. OH TOBOPUJI, YTO He MOXKET
IBUTATLCS, HO MPOMOIKa IOJI3TH BIIEpPeS.

OH caMm npuiuen B goM Tao, caM X0TeJl Y3HaTh, YTO IPOU301LIO ¢ X0 JIu B ceMbe Tao, HO Temepsb OH
OB TT0X0XK Ha IIPEeCTyIIHUKa, KOTOPHIM caM II0Masl B JIOBYILIKY, IT03BOJIUB Tao YaHby 3amepeTs cels.



— Iumu.
IIBeph mogBasia OTKPHIJIACh, U BHYTPh IPOHUK CJ1abblii JIy4Y CBETa, CJIOBHO PACCBET Hafle KO

Xo JIu, OKpyKeHHBIN CUSHUEM, CIIOBHO 3JIeTaHTHOE 602K€eCTBO, IIOMAOIIEN K HEMY, IPOTSIHYTI PYKY U
MSTKO ITPOU3HEC:

— 4 npummen 3abpaTh Te0ST TOMOIA.

Tao Llu cxBaTuml ero pyKy, CJIOBHO yXBaTHUJICS 3a COJIOMUHKY, X €r0 CEPALe YCIOKOUIIOCH.
Xo JIu octopoxHO nmogHs Tao Llu v BEIHEC ero U3 MofBaJlia, IOKUHYB 3TO IPSI3HOE MECTO.
— Kak Tl Halen MeHs?

Tao Lu cxBaTtun Xo JIu 3a BOPOTHHUK, €TI0 I''la3d IIOKPACHEJIX, T'0JIOC OPO02KaJl, HO CJIE3EI HE TEKJIN. On
CTapaliCia Ka3aTbCA CHUIIBHBIM.

— HOTOMy 4yTO 6OT HAMOET CBOETO 3&6J’IYJIH.I81"O ImociaengoBaTerId.

Xo Jlu He crpamuBat, 4To Cay4dunoch ¢ Tao Ilu, BMECTO 3TOT'0 OH LIYTIUBO CMSTYMII TPABMY,
KOTOPYIO TOT IIEPEKUTL.

YXe moniyueHHbIEe PAHH HE CTOMT BHOBb BCKPHIBATD, 3TO TOJIBKO CIIOMAET IICUXUKY MOCTPadaBILIero.
Xotst Tao Ly cuutan cebs cunbHBIM, X0 JIu BUes, KaK OH CTpajaer.

B sToT meus Tao YsHM3 ellle He 3HA, YTO €ro CHH Cropeil B KaMHUHE. On AOyMaJl, 94TO €T0 ChIH CHOBa
roe-To 6y5{HI/IT. A T0, uTO OH He BuAes Xo JIu Ha OaHKeTe, OH CIIKCAJI Ha TO, YTO TOT, BO3MOXKHO,
yiies, He JOXKOaBINNCh 16JI0YHOTO cupgpa.

Coxajes, YTO He CMOT IOmIn3aThCcs K Xo JIu.

Yro ObI OH CHesIal, eciiu OBl y3HAJ, YTO YeJI0BeK, K KOTOPOMY OH TaK CTPeMuUJCs, Obl1 yOuiien ero
criHa? Ho oH aTOrO HE 3HAI.

Hcue3nosenue Tao YsHby 0CTanoch He3aMedeHHBIM. Ha cnenyiomuii feHb, Korga Tao YaHY9H
BCTaJla IPUTOTOBUTD 3aBTPaK, OHA BAPYT 0OHapyXKuila B KAMUHE Ky4y KOCTEH U 30JI0THIE YACH ee
Opara.

9Tu 4ackl Tao YsHBY HOCHUJI C OEeTCTBa, HUKOIa C HUMU He PacCTaBasiCh.
oM Xo.
Y Tao Llu gpoxanu ry0sl, Ha 10y BEICTYNIWII IIOT, T'/1a3a O1ecTeni.

Xo JIu, mepXa B pyKax MeIUIIMHCKNE HHCTPYMEHTH, 00pabaTkiBan OMHTH Ha HOTE U PaHbl Ha pPyKax
Tao Lu.

IIHeBHUK X0 JIu:
Hora LIunu He 60IUT, BCE XOPOIIIO.

OTH JIIOOM 3aIljIaTAT 3a CBOU IIOCTYIIKH.



B KomoHKe NpeiBapuTENIbHOT0 TPpocMOoTpa «MasleHbKUY OKEeHTIbMEH CTapOr0 apuCTOKpaTa» IPOLIY
Do0aBUTh B 3aK/JIaNKH (KIIAHAIOCH).

CoepKaHHBIN ¥ CEPhE3HBIN CTAPOMOIHBIN HallafaloMui X CO0Ia3HUTENIbHEIN ¥ UTPUBLIM MalleHbKUM
OKEHTIbMEH MPUHUMAIOLINMN.

«Bernblit KpoNUK B JIOBYIIKE IT0XaOHOT0 poMaHa»
[TucaTenb-BONK, MacTEPCKU M300pakalouui CTOHE, X KPOJIUK C MUJIBIM HPABOM.

I'yanp Ty HeOXUJAHHO NOIy4YaeT yaady: Ha 3UMHUX KaHUKYJIaX OH CEJIUTCSA B JOMe CBOEr0 KyMUpa,
MacTepa GpanTe3u. OH HafesICsa YUUThCA U IUCaTh, @ TaKkKe UMeTh BO3MOXKHOCTE JINYHO ITOATOHATh
ero.

Ho HeoxXumaHHO OH 06HAPYKWII, UYTO ¥ MacTepa ecCTh ellle OfHa JIUYHOCTb — aBTOP IOXaOHBIX
poManoB. OH IOMa B BOTYBIO JIOBYIIKY, CIIacUTeE!
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