— Xopo1110, — paBHOAYLIHO 0TO3BajICA Tao Llu, X0Ts Ha caMoM [fiefie eMy He OUYeHb XOTEeJI0OCh UATH B
noM cembH Tao. OH He XOTeJI CIIOPUTh O TOM, Ybsl BUHA B TOM, YTO €Tr0 GPOCHIIM, — BHHA €T0
IIPOUCXOXKIEHUS UM B3POCIIBIX. B Moo KuU3HK OH POITal ¥ HEHABUMEN, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
CMUPHUJICS.

OpHako, BEpHYBIIKCH B IIPOIIIOE, OH PEIInI MONTH Ha 6aHKeT ceMbu Tao. [IpuunHa Obla IpocTa: B
IIPOLIION KU3HU TaM Ob1 X0 JIu, ¥ OH XOTeJ y3HaTh, YTO UMEHHO IIPOU30IIIIo ¢ X0 JIu Ha TOM
OaHkere.

OH xoTen y3HaTh Oosbire o0 Xo JIu.

— Cnu, g pa30yxy Te0s K yKuHYy, — cKasaj Xo JIu.

— Xoporo.

Tao Llu nmpocnan o camoro Beuepa. OTKPHIB I'J1a3a, OH IOHSJI, YTO YK€ BPEMS YKUHATh.

B yriy rocTuHOM Ha IOJTy JIezKa JOPOTo¥ TEMHO-KPACHBIA KOBEDP, MATKHUM, Kak myx. Ha ctone 6biu
paccTaBlieHBl BKYCHBIE OJf0fa: TP OBOLIHEIX, IBa MSICHBIX U CYIl — BCE BHITJISZIENIO AlllIETUTHO U
apoMarTHo.

Xo Jlu cumen Ha CTyJle, HaJMBasi CyIl B MaJIeHbKYI0 MUCKY. 9TO OB CYTI U3 KOCTEM C JIOTOCOM, €TI0
HaCHILeHHBIM apoMaT JoHeccs no Tao Lu.

Tao Llu B Konsicke moaBe3nu K Xo JIu, mociie 4ero ciyra OTOMIEN.
3a cTomoM ocTanuch TonbKo Xo JIu u Tao 1u.

— Kak BKycHO maxHeT, — cKa3aj Tao Ly, ero rima3a cBepkanu, moka oH HaOmrofman, kak Xo JIu
HaJIuBaeT CYII.

— 4 cmenuanbHO Oy TeOst MPUTOTOBUI, — X0 JIu mocTaBun MUCKy nepen Tao Lu.

— Crmacu6o, rocronus Xo.

— [lemn.

XM... [IuTs...

Tao LIy B34J1 JIOXKKY U IIOMeIIall CyIl. ITO XKe rOCHOAUH X0 Hanul... [IUTh unu He IUTh?

JIoToc GBI HapPe3dH aKKYPATHO, X KOI'Ja OH IIOAHAJI JIOKKY, OT HEeTO TAHYJIHMCh HUTH, IIOX02KKE Ha
COILIH.

— Yro-To He Tak? — X0 JIu B35 0OIIMMY TajI0YKaMy KyCOK JIOTOCA ¥ TTOJIOXKWUII €70 Ha Tapenky Tao
[lu. JTa Bemp moIe3Ha [/ KPOBU, OCTAHABIIMBAET KPOBOTEYEHUE, EMY CIIEI0BAJIO €CTh OOJIbIIIe
TAaKWX [TATATEIbHEIX TPOOYKTOB.

Tao Ly momHSAM OXKKY C IOTOCOM ¥ IIOJHEC €€ K riaa3am Xo JIu:
— ITocMoOTpH, TOTOC ITOX0K Ha CBUHOU HOC.

— TenecHoro 1BeTa, KPYTJIbI€ OBIPDOYKH U JIMIIKNE HUTH.



— A TBHI He HaXOMMIIb, YTO JIOTOC ITOX0XK Ha JIETCKYIO PYUKYy, Oesyio ¥ pa3meéHHYI0 Ha CeTMEHTHI? —
Xo JIlu B3si71 MEHIO CO CTOJIA U, YKa3aB Ha M300paxKeHue JI0TOCA PSANOM C CYIIOM, IIPUILYPUIICS U
ynbIbHyIcs. Tao LIy moyyBCTBOBA JIETKUi 03HOO.

— He HpaBI/ITCH? Torma 3aBTPa IIPUTOTOBJIIO CYII U3 CBUHLIX HOXKEK.

Xo JIu OB CAUIIKOM CTPAaHHBIM. B IpOIIION XKU3HU OH YKe HaIyTaJjl ero, TOBOPS, YTO 3TO CHOeJIaHO
13 geTckux pykK. Torga Tao Llu gaxe mogymar, 4TO OH JEUCTBUTEJIBHO TOT CaMbIM AbSIBOJI, 0 KOTOPOM
XOOUJIU CIIyXH.

HpI/IBHaTI:CF{, eMy OBIJI0O HEMHOTO CTBIOHO, KXM-KXM, HO TO OBILTIO B IIPOIIIIIOM. Tenepb OH y2Ke He OBLI
TaKHMM HAaWBHEBIM, BEOb OH II€PEZKUJI CIMIIKOM MHOTO.

OH OBITT mercTBUTEIBHO OnaromapeH Xo JIu 3a TO, YTO TOT HAYYHJI €T0 MHOTOMY — HE TOJIBKO
3a00T/IMBOMY YXOQy B OBITY, HO X TOMY, YTO TAKOE «CEMBbS».

B npouion XXuU3HU OH CHavyasa BocnpuHuMal X0 JI1 Kak CTpororo CTapiiero, Ho I0TOM IIOCTEIeHHO
TIOHSIJT, YTO OH Ha CaMOM fiejie 04eHb NoOpHIf OpaT. A m03xXKe, KOT[a OH y3Hall 0 4yBcTBax Xo JIu...

Jly4ie He TPOJOJIXKATE.

— 4 6onbiie He 6yny ecTh, — Tao Ll MOMI0XKUI NAJTIOYKU ¥ OTBEPHYJICS.

9TO0T pebEHOK Tak nerko myraercsa? Kak muno. Xo JIu mogyBCTBOBaJ, KaK €ro Cephle CMATYUIOCE.
— [Touemy He emb? ITO MOJIE3HO [AJII 30OPOBbS, — MATKO cripocu Xo JIu.

— 9Tt0... — Tao Llu 3amMscs, ero MajleHbKUe PyKU TepeOunu candeTky.

— Ecnu He xouelns, yoepéM, — He I0KUAsICh 0TBeTa, X0 JIu 1mo3Bas nosapa, YTo0Ok yOpaTh Cyn C
JI0TOCA CO CToja. [leficTBOBaN OH OLICTPO, 663 KoyebaHui.

Ecnm 4T0-TO HE HPABUTCS, 3a4€M OCTABIATh?
— YTO0 THI X0Uelllb ChEeCTh?
— Cernbpepen ¢ MUIKSIMYA U KpeBeTKaMu, — Belnanui Tao Lu.

MeHee yeM qepe3 OecCsaTb MUHYT Ha CTOJIe ITOABHUIIOCE HOBO€E 6momo. Tao u en cenbuepeﬁ C YJ'IBI6KOI7I
Ha JIUIe.

— Tl'ocmopun Xo, BH ToxKe nonpoOyiite, — Tao 1y momoxun Kycodek cenbaepest Xo Ju.

— Xopoino, — Xo JIu He mMOHUMaI, To4YeMy 3T0 6110710 Tak o6pagoBasno Tao LIu, HO BCE XKe Chel.
YBumes, kak Xo JIu ect, Tao Llu 3acBeTHICS OT PagoCTH, ero OOJbIINe TJla3a CUSIIH.

OH HakJOHUIICA K 1IeKe X0 JIu U 1enHysn eMy Ha yXo:

— Cr0 et cyacThA.

Cro neT cyacths? JIETKOe IIeKOTaHUE B yXe 3ameno cepaue Xo Jlu.

Tak sBHO IPU3HAETCS B TI00BU?



[Toxoxke, OH OeUCTBUTENILHO €r0 TI00UT.
Y Xo JIu crerka nokpacHeny, U OH KallJITHYIL.

Tao [z Ov1n KaK pebEeHOK, mony4yuBinuil KoHpeTy. ['ocnogus Xo OedCTBUTENBHO 100K, KOTfia OH
TOBOPUJI TaKue CjIoBa. B OymyuieM oH OymeT TOBOPUTH UX Yalle, 4ToObl pagoBaTh Xo JIu.

Bepnysmice B mpouinyo xXu3Hs, Tao Ly 38a51, yero xouet Xo JIu.

T'ocioguu Xo 106U ero, ¥ OH OyOeT MmoKa3klBaTh, YTO ToxKe 06Ut Xo JIu. Ecnu Xo JIu cyacTius, TO
1 OH CYACTJIUB.

— 3a eqoil He Pa3roBapUBaIOT, €lllb, — CKa3as Xo JIu.

Tao [z KUBHYJ U MPOMOJIKUII €CTh, a CJIYTH B TOCTUHO#M Moj4ya Habmoganu. HoBeIl Monomon
TOCIOAYH SIBHO HpaBuicsa Xo JIu.

9x, HagewCh, oH... He OymeT 6osThest Xo JIu.
JlamHO, KOT{la IPUOET BPEMS, 9TOT MOJIOAOU TOCIIOOUH BCE MOUMET.

*

CeMmnbs Tao B HaHbpY9HE cUHTanach KyIle4eCKHM JOMOM. TpI/I IIOKOJIEHU A 3aHUMAJIUCh PECTOPAaHHBIM
6I/I3H8COM, 1 K 3TOMY IIOKOJIEHUIO OHHU Y2K€ CTallnk OoraTeIMM ¥ MOTJIH 2KUThH, HE pa60Ta;{.

— Bpar, He mogxogu CIUIIKOM OTM3KO0 K KAMUHY, THl XOYeIllh CTOPeTh?

— Xo1nogHo, sI67I0YHBIM CUAP TOTOB?

— TrI, 002K0pa, 5 TOTOBJIIO €T0 OJIsI TOCTEN Ha OaHKeTe, a He [JIs TeOs.

— I1¢, na 6aHKeTe OymeT Xopolee BUHO, KOMY HY2KEH TBOM OOBIUHBIN S0JIOUHBIN CHOP.

MyxX4rHa cues Ha KOPTOYKax psSmoM ¢ KAMUHOM, eT0 KpacHBHIH mapd oO6BUBas IrojioBYy Tak, YTO
BHUIHO OBITIO TOJIBKO [IBA YEPHHIX I'JIa3a.

IeBylIKa mepey KaMIHHOM TIOMeIlIMBaia IePEBIHHOMN Mal0YKOM XKUAKOCTb B OOJIBIIION KeIe3HO0H
MUCKe Hafi orHEM. E€ uépHble, Kak oO6cuaraH, Trfla3a U JIETKas y/Ibi0Ka Ha JIUIe Jieflalii €€ TI0X0XKel
Ha MPEKPaACHYI0 MPUHIIECCY U3 €BPOMENCKUX CKA30K.

Npunnuyeckas KapTUHa.
— Bpar, Kak gymaels, npueneT JIi TOT U3 ceMbu X07?

— Kakoe MHe fie710, 3TOT 00JIbHOM, — MY2KUMHA 3aKaTHUJ Ijla3a, Cell Ha I0JI, CKPeCTUB HOTH, ¥ Haval
TPSICTH HOTOH.

— Oy, Kako Thl HEBOCIIUTAHHLIM, KaK MaMa MOI'JIa POOUTh TaKOT0 HeyoayHUKa.

— MaMy 9TOT Y6J'IIOJZ[OK B MOTHMIIy CB€JI, a ThHI BCE «MdMa-MaMa», — MY2K4YHWHa CHSAJI I.Hap(b u 6pOCI/IJ'I
ero B KaMuH, rge ToT C IIUIIeHHueM Cropei B IIJlaMeHH.

CnoBo He Bopo0Oeil, X0Tb HeMHOT0 ayury Oeperu. [leByIIKa IToKa4asia ToJI0BOM.



A B mome ceMbHu XO.

— l'ocnoguu Xo, Kyna Be upete? — Tao Ly cumen B KOJISICKe, eT0 MaJieHbKas pyKa CKHuMaJlla Kpai
YEPHOU pyOallKu.

— 4 Briigy no menawm, Llunu, 6ynb XOpOIIKM MajbYMKOM JIoMa, 3aBTpa g 0TBe3y Tebs B IOM CEeMbH
Tao, — Xo JIu cTosin mepen HUM, Ha I'71a3y y Hero OBl cepeOpsHbI MOHOKJIB, IIeTI0YKa KOTOPOT0
CBHCaJla Ha IJIedo, Cusis B cBeTe jJaMmbl. OH OB KaK IPeKpacHbBIN IPUHI] U3 KaPTUHBL, 9JIETaHTHHIN U
HEXHBIN.

On IIpucerl nmepen Tao Ly u mormagui ero mo rojose, TrOBOpPs MATKHM I'OJIOCOM.

JIETKUY BeTEPOK, HECYIIUH TEIJI0 U HEKHOCTD, TpoHuKan B cepane Tao Lu. Kaxpmoe crnoso,
IPOU3HECEHHOe TOHKUMHU rybamu Xo JIu, Kak MarHUT IPUTSATUBAJIO €TI0, 1 OH BHUMATEJILHO CIIyIIal
KaXayl CEeKyHAY.

— T'ocniopuH X0, BE y2Ke JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIH, To4YeMy OBl He OCTaHOBUTHCS U HE OTHOXHYTH? — Tao
Llu TOgHSI TONOBY, €T0 B3TJISAA OBLT ITOJIOH TOCKH.

— Yenosex, }KI/IBYHII/Iﬁ B 3TOM MHUDE, OOJIZKEH 0eCKOHEYHO HCCJIEN0BaTh, HEJIb34d OCTAaHABIINBATHCA.

— A BBI He MoryIu OBl CKa3aTh, Kyfa ungete? 4 BonHyloch, — ymu Tao Ly cierka mokpacHenu, ero
rojioc OBUT MSATKUM, KaK 4Yalllka 4yasi, C JETKUM OTTEeHKOM cofJia3Ha.

— Cekpet, — oTBeTHUI X0 JIu.
Tao LIy cMoTtpen Ha Xo JIx ¢ peluMOCThI0, IIPSAMO B T'/1a3a.

OTa clieHa [IOBTOPSIACh yKe B TPeTHM pa3 3a Hepento. Kaxpelii pa3, Korga Xo JIu yxomgun, sToT
MOJIOZIO¥M TOCTIOANH OEeCIIOKOMICS, He 3Has, UTOo AenaTh. CIyru Kaxk[abli pa3 ObUIN B IIOKE.

O9TOT YesloBeK Jaxe WHTEPeCcyeTcs, Kyaa UOET TOCIOgUH X0, 3TO CIMIIKOM CMEJIO.

HuxkTo HUKOrIa HE OCMeNuBaJICS Tak fgeprath Xo JIu 3a omexny u npucrtasaTs. HeT, Kaxercs,
paHbliile OBIJT ONWH, HO Ha CIIeNyIOIINY OeHb OH uc4ye3 u3 HaHbusHa.

IIHeBHUK Tao Iu:

¢l He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHKIN CBIH CeMbU Tao. B meTcTBe MaMa ImpuBeia MeHs B OM CeMbH Tao, HO
OpaThs ¥ CECTPHI U3MEBAIUCh HAfl0 MHOM. OHM TOBOPUIIY IIJIOX0 O MOeHM MaMe, KOPMUIIU MEHS
o0begKaMH, CTy4asii B MOIO IBePh HOUYbIO, UTOOHI 51 HE MOT CIIaTh, ¥ IIyrajid MeHs.

¢l 3Has... MaMHI 6OJIbIIIE HET, ¥ B 3TOM MHPE OCTAJICS TOJILKO .
MamMma xoTena, 4TOOLI I OCTaJICI B ceMbe Tao, u 9 oberan ex.

A moTOM, B Ty HOYb, KOTHa MHE MCIIOJTHMJIOCh BOCEMHAAIATh, OpaT HaHSI iofiel, 4TOOR U30UTh
MEHS, ¥ BRIOPOCHII MEHS B MOXK[JIUBYIO HOYb.

MHe OBIIO TaK XOJIOMHO, S He MOT IIOLIEBEeIUTHCS.

[ToToM 51 CKMTAJICS TPU [HS, ¥ Ha Pribalikoi nprucTaHu MeHs mofobpas rocnogus Xo.



Focrmomua X0 OBINT KAk JIy4Y CBETA B TEMHOTE...
4 6narogapeH eMy, ciiacubo emy.

OH cTaj IepBHIM Y€JIOBEKOM B 9TOM MHUPeE, KTO TaK XOPOIIIO KO MHE OTHECCH.
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