— YTO0 cny4yunock ¢ MaMoK? — YCIHIIIaB Kolllaube MsyKaHbe, L1u ['o O6bicTpo nomoren. Kak u
0XKHUMAJIOCh, €T0 TI00UMel] OTYasTHHO BHIPHIBAJICS U3 PYK Tao X9, MOTaJI TOI0BOM M HEe XOTeJl, YTOOH
Ha Hero JIuju Bomy. biaromapst ero 3a60TIMBOMY KOPMJIEHUIO KOT Y2Ke TaBHO PACTOJICTEN Ha
HECKOJIbKO KPYTOB, ¥ faxe Tao X3 MHOra C TPYAOM C HUM CIIPaBIIAJICS.

— 4 TonmpKO YTO HanmuBas Tebe MOJIOKO, a 9TOT KOT HEM3BECTHO OTKYZAa BEICKOYUI ¥ OIPOKUHY I
yamky. Ene-ene ero moiiman. — B ronoce Tao X3 ckBo3usno pasgpaxenue. C 3TUM KOTOM y HUX
COBePIIEHHO He CKJIafgbriBasiock. HecMOTps Ha TO, KaKoil OH OBl IOCTyIIHEM B pyKax Lu I'o, cTrouno
TOMY UCY€3HYTh, KaK OH TYT XKe IIPeBpallascsa B HACTOSIIEr0 IPOKa3HUKa.

OHM TOTPATHIIA HEMAJIO CHJI, YTOOBI TOMBITh U BRICYLIMTDb KOTQ, ¥ BHITYCTHUIIH €T0 TOUTPATh, HO,
OTJISTHYBINKCE, 0OHAPYXKUITH, YTO UX COOCTBEHHAS OfeKMa TOXKe MOYTH IIPOMOKJIa. XOPOIII0, UTO
ceitdac ObLIO JIETO, MHAYE OHU TOYHO OBI IPOCTYIUIUCE.

Tao X3, HajIMBasg B BaHHY TOPAYYI0 BOAY, ITOBEpHYICS K Llu I'o:

— YTO THI TOJIBKO YTO IPHUHEC?

OH 3aMeTu1 IeXKallyo NOCLUIKY U HEMHOI'O YIUBUJICS.

— He 3Ha10, Ha Hel HaAIKMCaHO TBOE UMH.

Iu I'o oTKIenI HaKJIagHYIO Ha MOCBUIKY U IPOTSHY €MY.

Tao X3 ¢ HeoyMeHUEeM IIOCMOTPENT Ha HaKJIafHVIO ¥ BOPYT OCEHUJIO:

— Bcnmomuun! HeckonbKo Hefenb Ha3af, KOra s CHUMAJICS, HECKOIbKO (paHATOB MPHUILIIHA Ha
IJIOUIAAKY ¥ MIPUHECTH mogapku. Torga 0710 HeygoOHO 3abupaTh, I03TOMY S mompocuit Csio JIio,
Korma OymeT BpeMsi, OTIIPaBUTh JoMoM. HaBepHOe, 3TO OHO.

— Yto Tam? — Bopa B BanHe yxke HabOpanack, 1 Tao X3 nopmomén mobiauxe, YToOR ITOCMOTPETh.

BHeIHu C10¥ MOCHUIKY OBLT y2Ke BCKPHIT, HO BHYTPH OKa3ajlach KBafpaTHas KOpoOKa IepCUKOBOTO
IIBETA, Ha KOTOPOM OblJIa TOJIBKO CTPOKA BUTHEBATOTO aHTJIMMCKOTO TEKCTa, YTO BHITJIIMIENIO JOBOJIHHO
3aragouHo. L{u ['o, BUAS, YTO OH IOAOIIEN, OCITYLUTHO IPOTSIHYJ KOPOOKY, YTOOH TOT CaM €€ OTKPEHLIL.

Opzako o0a He OXKHIaIM, YTO BHYTPHU CTOJIb U3BICKAHHOM Ha BU KOPOOKU OKaXKyTCsI BCETO [BE
IIPOCTHIE BEIM: MTapa KOUIaybuX YINeK U Komrayui XBocT. [u ['0 HUKOTIa He BUEeNI HUYEero
11006HOT0, ITO3TOMY C TIOOOIIEITCTBOM Cpa3y Ke B3sJI B PyKU TOT YEPHO-OeIbIi XBOCT U moTporasn. OH
OBbLIT OUeHb MYIIUCTHIM, U Ha OLIYIIb HUYYTh HE YCTYIaJ UX JOMAIIHEMY KOTY.

A Te KoIIaubM YIIKU, KOTHA UX B3SIJIM B PyKH, OKa3auch 000OKOM, KOTOPHIM MOXKHO HaeTh Ha
rosoBy. IIu I'o cpa3y npuMepun ux Ha Tao X3 U, YBUAEB €TI0 YETKO 0YEPUEHHOE JIUIIO C ABYMS
COBEPIIEHHO HEMOAXOOSIIUMY MYIIUCTEIMHU YIIKaMU, He CMOT COepPKaThb YIIHIOKY.

— Cs10 X9, TaK ThI JajKe MUJIBLIH.

B oTnuune oT ero mo0OOMBITCTBA, BEIpaxkeHue nuila Tao X3 ObIJI0 CKOpee CMYLIEHHBIM U
MHOTO3HauuTeIbHEIM. OH BOPYT 00HsI [Iu 'o 3a Tanuio, MpuXKascs K ero miedy u THX0 CKa3al:

— Tl'ocnnopuH 1M, TH 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO TaKoe?

OH yxke gaBHO He Ha3bBal Ly ['0 Tak BHE [IOCTENH.



— Yto? — Llu 'o BCE elné mepxkKan B pyKe TOT XBOCT U OT €r0 BHE3AITHOTO BOIIPOCA JIUIh HEJOYMEHHO
II0KadvaJl TOJIOBOH.

Tao X3 B3411 €10 PYKY BMeCTE C XBOCTOM M HAIIPABHUIJI eé€ K cebe 3a CIINHY, OCTAHOBHB B OHpeJIeJ'[éHHOM
MecCTe.

— OTYy Belllb HyKHO BCTABJISTh CIOfIA.

Ero ronoc OB 0O4YeHb TUXKM, C OTTEHKOM OIIACHOCTH ¥ co0Jla3Ha, a HaMEK, CKBO3SILIUY B CIIOBAX,
3actaBui Ly ['o MrHOBeHHO moKpacHeTs. Ly ['0 pacTepsAHHO MIKPOKO PACKPBUI I71a3a, IBHO He cpa3y
npuas B cebs.

— OTO Urpymka s B3POCIIbIX.
He meHsist mo3sl, Tao X3 00HSIJ €T0 ¥ MEeOJIEHHO MOOBEN K IBEPH.
— Kak pas KcTaTu, B IPOIIIEIM pa3, KaxkeTcst, ObIJI0 HECKOJILKO MEeCSIIEB Hal3ajl.

BcnomuuB 06 aToM, Tao X3 ctan HemoBoneH. Kaxabiii pa3, Korga OH CHUMAJICS, eMY IIPUXOMIUIIOChH
ye3kaTh KaK MUHUMYM Ha HECKOJIbKO MecsilieB. Eclii TOBOPUTH MO-AETCKHU, OH IIpaBaa X0Tesl Obl
ynakoBaTh ['0 T'0o # B34Thb ¢ c000¥ Ha CHEMOYHYIO IIJIOIIAAKY.

YcnrimaB 310, Lu I'o mouTy pedieKTOpHO 3aX0Tesl BEIOPOCKUTH XBOCT U3 PYK, HO B TO XK€ BPEMS €My
OBLIO JKaJIKO PacCTaBaThCs C MPUSATHBIMYU OLIYIIEHUSIMU OT €T0 TEKCTYPHl. Ero €KY MblyIaiu, U OH C
TPYZOM BHII@BUIL:

— Cs10 X9... Cs0 X9 X0UeT 3TUM BOCIIOJIF30BATHCSI?

Bo BpeMs ux 6IM30CTH OH BCerfa OblJT 0OYeHb 3aCTEHYHUBEIM U PacTepsHHEIM. K cuacThio, Tao Xo
pa3bupasics B 9TOM NTydllle U 3HaJl, KaK CAejIaTh MPUSITHO 060UM.

Tao X5 nouenosas ero B MOYKY yXa ¥ TUXO CIIPOCHIL:
— l'ocnopuH LIy 3HaeT, KakK 3THM II0JIb30BAaThCSA?

OH, He OTIIyCKasi, OTKPHII ABEPh BaHHOM, CBEPHYJI 3a YIOJI ¥ IIPSMO IIPUBEN YeJI0BEKA B CIIaJIbHIO.
YToOHI mOMAIITHWH MPOKA3HUK HE BOPBAJICS C MIYKaHbEM U He ITOMeIasl, OH 0e3 JIUIIHUX CJI0B 3aIep
IIBEPb.

— He 3Har0.
Iz I'o yecTHO OTBETHII.

Tao X3 ycMexHyJICs, HO He CTasl 00bSICHSTD, a Cpa3y e II01leJIoBal TOro, Ha YhEM JIMIle YUTaJUCh
JIUIIH HEBUHHOCTD U HeJIOyMeHue.

C Tex 1op KakK OH BepHYJICS B 3TOT pa3, OHU elllé HU pa3y He Obiu Tak 61u3ku. Y 1u I'o B aTH OHU
npubnuxKacsa CpokK cgauu paboTel, OH ObIJT HEBEPOSITHO 3aHAT, ¥ Tao X3 He pellasicsi ero YTOMIISATh,
IOBOJILCTBYSICh JIUIIh VKPaf€HHLIM TI0L[eJTyeM IIepefi CHOM, IIOCJIe Yero cYacTInBO 0OHUMaN 4eloBeKa
1 3aceina. Takue rioybokue mouenyu ObIA yKe HECKOJIBKO MeCSIIEB Ha3af.

On 6e3 JIWITHUX CJIOB IIPOHKK B €r0 POT, CTPACTHO BRICACHIBASI BCIO CITIOHY, HE OCTABJISAS HY KaTlJIH.
Ero HamopuCTOCTh MAJio YeM OT/IMYajach OT OOBIYHOM MaHepH moBeneHus. Llu ['0 3aKphI T11asa,
TI03BOJISISI MY IIeJI0BaTh ce0si, MHOTIa HeyMeJio OTBeYast, er0 PECHUIIH TPEIIeTaslH, IBHO CMYIIEHHbIH



€ro APOCTHRIM IIOIIEJIYyEM.

OToT nouenyy OBUT UL HadaaoM. Tao X3 HEX0TS 0TOpBaCs OT ero ry0, B3s1 pyky Lu ['o u
IIOJIOXKUJI €€ cebe Ha TPYOb, XPHUIIJIO IPOTOBOPHUB:

— T'ocmogus Ly, moTporau 3mech.

CeropHs Ha HEM OBlna TONMBKO GyTOOIKA, KOTOpas cefdac MOIHOCThIO POMOKJIa U JIUTIKO IIPUIKILIa
K TeJy, 4To OBIJI0 BechMa HEKOMGOPTHO. He TOBOPS yKe 0 TOM, UTO OT TOJTBKO YTO ITOLIENysI B HEM
IIPOCHYJIOCH XKeJlaHue, ¥ 00a COCKa yxKe 3aTBepPMeld, BHIIYKIBIMU FOPOIIMHAMY BHITTUPAsi CKBO3b
TOHKYIO ¥ ITPOCBEYUBAIOIIYI0 TKaHb, YTO BHITJISIAEIO0 BeCbMa 1MoxabHo.

Iy T'o nmuins mOCIYWIHO CAellai, Kak TOT cKa3asl. OH OTKPELI I'Jla3a, CjIerka BaXKHbIe OT MOLEeNys,
nocMoTpesn Ha Tao X3 ¥ CHayajla OCTOPOXKHO HaflaBUJ Ha TOT MaJIeHbKUYU TBEPABIM OYTrOpoK. YBUMEB,
KakK ero ria3a-GheHUKCH IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPST Ha HEro, OH MOHS, 4TO Tao X3 Toponut ero. OH
IIOKpacHes ¥ MPUMeHU Te MPUEMBI, KOTOPHIM Hay4uiCs paHee, elllé He CIIUIIKOM OCBOUB HX.
CHauana HeCKOJIbKO pa3 IoTep, 3aTeM B3sJT KOHUYWKaMHU TaJblleB U IIOKPYTHII, Aejasi COCOK eIl
00j1ee TBEPOBIM.

Ienast 9T0, OH OMHOBPEMEHHO C 0ECIIOKOMCTBOM M HEBUHHOCTHIO CMOTpeI Ha Tao X9, 60sich rie-
HUOYOb OMUOUTHCS.

— I'ocnoguH LIy OTJIMYHO CIIPABISETCH. ..

Tao X3 0T ero y1ack yxe IOYTH IIOTEPSIJI CUJIEL B HOTAX, @ BHU3Y TOXKe BCTAJI. 3abIXasiCh, OH MIPOTSIHYII
PYKY, B35 XBOCT U3 Apyrou pyku Ly 'o, 9T00H 0cBOOOIUTE eMy 00€e PyKHU [ UTPH ¢ cobo. OH caMm
Ob11 BO30YKIEH, HO He 3HaJI, cTpafaet nu Ly ['o Tak e OT MyK XeJlaHUsA. Y 9TOT0 yesloBeka Oblyia
HEKOTOpasl CKPHITasi MEJIUTENIbHOCTh, KOTOPas MPOSIBIIAIAch jaXKe B IIOCTEIH.

OH mpyro# cBOOOIHOM PyKoi MpoHUK K 1Iu I'o 3a mosic, co 37TbIM YMBICIIOM IIOLIEKOTAJI IasTblIaMH,
0TYero TOT 3aCMesJICS, ¥ TOJIBKO II0TOM He CIiellla IIPOHUK B ero TPyChl. Kak OH ¥ Ipepmosarai, TOT
IIpeKpacHOX (POPMEI YJIeH I HAMIOJIOBUHY CTOSJI, CIIOKOWHO CBHCAs TaM, CJIOBHO IIOKOPHO OXKHUAas
€ero.

— Tl'ociopguH Ly HENIOCNYIIHBIY, OIISITh TAKOU MEJIUTEJIbHEBINU.

[ToxxanoBaBimuck, Tao X3 CHOBa IPUJIbHYII K HEMY [JIS HOLENysd. B TO Xe BpeMs ero nasblibl UCKYCHO
00XBATHIIM TOT YJIEH, IBUTASICh BBEPX-BHU3, CJIOBHO C PEITMMOCTbHI0 HE OCTAHOBUTLCS, ITOKA HE
IIOBENyT ero J0 MOJTHOM TBEPAOCTH.

EnBa ero pyka KocHynach, Llu I'o oT ero geiicTBuil B3gpOorHyI BceM TenoM. He ycmes
COTIPOTHBIIATHCS, OH CHOBa IIOTPY3UJICS B €T0 IOoLe/IyH, 3a0biB, KaK Hy>KHO [IBUTaTh MaJbl[aMi, U
HEBOJIbHO HayaJ ABUTaTh OEApaMu, MOAOABasICh €ro JeNCTBUSIM.

— Cs0 Xo...

OH xkano6HOo 03BaJl, YYBCTBYS, KaK €ro 4JeH II0f JIOBKUMHU pyKamu Tao X5 MTHOBEHHO CTall
TBEPOBIM ¥ TOPSIYUM, ¥ €My 3aX0TEJI0Ch UCIIBITATh TPEXKHEE YIOBOIbCTBHE.

— He Topomnuce.

[TouyBCTBOBaB Xkap B pyKe, Tao X3 C yIOBJIETBOPEHUEM BPEMEHHO OTIIYCTHUJII €r0, @ 3aTEM B35JI €0
PYKy U mojoxun cebe Ha IoscC.



— l'ocnoguu Lu, pa3geHb MEHSA [0 Toja.

OH tuxo nporenTasn 3To Llu ['o Ha yX0, a rOJI0BY IO-KapU3HOMY IIOJI0KUIT €My Ha I1JIe40, 00HSB 3a
Tanuio 1 0e30enCcTBYs, oxumasi, korga [u ['o cTalmuT ¢ HETO IITaHH.

YeioBeK Ha HEM eIl€ ¥ HATJIO MPUHSJICS IIeJI0BaTh U 00IM3EIBATh ero me. Kaxkawi pas, Korga oH
miestoBaj, Ly ['o, Ka3anoch, He BEIAEPKMUBAJ U CJIeTKA MOPIIUIICS, a PyMSHeI[ Ha JIMIle HUKOrIa He
cxomuit. [Tom TakuM IIPHCTaBaHKUEM CKOPOCTh, C KOTOPOM OH paccTéruBan mosic Tao X3, cTana KpaiHe
MefIeHHOH. [TpoIIio HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, IIPeK e YeM OH CMOT IIOJTHOCTHIO Pa3feTh ero HUXKHIO
yacTh. LIy I'o mouT MrHOBEHHO OTBe r1a3a. OH ORI TaK CMYIIEH, YTO COBCEM HE CMeIl CMOTPETh, HO
maxke MeJIbKOM OH 0YeHb SICHO YBUOEN, Kak 4ieH Tao X3 mpsiMo TopdYas, a Ha KOHYUKE, Ka3a/loCh,
IaXke BHICTYIIUIIO HEMHOTO XKUIKOCTH.

— Pa3znerncs.

Ero romoc BHe3amHo cTan XPHUIIIIBIM, a PYKH HEe CMEJIM IBUT'daThCs, 1 OH 3aCTEIII Ha MECTe.
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