— He xoTen nonaraTbCs Ha MO0 IOMOIIL? Torpga s He 6yny moMorath Tebe OIIPOBEPTaTh CIYXH.

JIn Wub yaeibHyIack u 6pocuia mepen Tao X3 HOBOCTh O TOM, UTO ero OBIBIINYU areHT [JuH Yxu
co0upaeTcs pPaCIPOCTPAHUTh CIIyXU O TOM, YTO OH COLEepKascs €elo.

Tao X3 3Has, 4YTO OHA IPOCTO LIYTUT, U JIUIIb YIILIOHYJICS B OTBET.
— TérTs, 3T0 He MOMOIIL MHE, a ONIPOBEPKEHUE MJIsT ce0st CaMOu.
— Bcé Tak Xke KpacHOpeYuB, HEBLIHOCUMBIYA Malb4YUIIKa.

JIu VHb LOKHYJIa A3bIKOM. B mome JIu OHa He cTapaiach BHIIAAETh COEPKAHHOU U 9JIeTaHTHOM, KakK
Ha nyOnuKe, ¥ e€ 00bIYHas YTOHYEHHOCTD MTOTHOCTHIO UCUE3]Ia.

— TBos MaTh Bcernma Oblyla MITKOH, a 9TH POICTBEHHUKH C METCTBA JTIOOUTH OTHUMATh Y HEE BEIIH.
He gymana, 4To u ceiyac BCE Tak xke. ThI y2Ke B3POCIIbIii, 103a00ThCS 0 HE.

OH BC€ MOHUMAJ, HO He 3HAJI, YTO Te JIIOX BTalHe 3aHUMAllu IeHbI'W y eT0 MaTepu. Temepsb OH JIUIIb
XornogHo ycMexHyncs. OH pa30epéeTcs ¢ HUMU, HO He ceiuac.

JIn ViHb, BUAS €T0 peaklnio, OCTasach OBOJIbHA U 3aKypuila curapety. Tao X3 BcE Gosbllle 3aMedall,
YTO €ro TETS BHITISOUT KaK HACTOSINas «CTapilas cecTpa» U3 KpUMHUHAIBHOTO Mupa. KoHeuHo, oH
He OCMEJIUJICS CKa3aTh 3TO BCIyX, JIUIIb NP0 cebs oTMeTun. JIu Hb moMoraia eMy JUIlb U3
yBaXKeHUs K eTr0 MaTepPHU, ¥ OH He 0OMaHHIBAJICS, iyMasi, 4YTO 3TO U3-3a HETO.

— KcTarty, 51 crbliana, TH IOAIHCAT KOHTPAKT ¢ «T9HYyaHb» M cefiyac 61M3K0 00INaelnbcs Co
CTapIIUM CHIHOM ceMbu LIu?

JIu HB CTpsaXHYyJIa [elesl C CUrapeTsl U CIIPOCHUIIA.

OHa, KaK Bcerga, Ovina B Kypce Bcero. Tao X3 ceph€3HO OTBETHII:

— { yxaxkuBalo 3a CTaplIUM CHIHOM CeMbH Llu.

— 3abaBHo.

JIu VHb 3acMessiack, ¥ B €€ Tila3ax IMOSIBUJICS MHTEPEC.

— Torpma Tebe npunétcs yroguTh Llu YK9HbYYaHIO, Y HETO TOJIBKO OOUH CHIH.

Cembs 1lu Takxke GblyIa CBSI3aHa C 9TOM MHAYCTPUEH, U Y HUX OBUIM HEKOTOPEIE TEPECeYeHuUs C
ceMbéit JTu. OHa 3Hana 1y YKoHbYyaHS — TOT YIIEN U3 ceMby LIu ¥ ¢ HY/IsT OCTPOUI Kaphepy, YTo
[leiajio ero BHIAAIOUIENCS TMYHOCTHIO.

— OpguH chH?

Tao X3 ynuBucs.

— ¥ Iy YkosHbYyaHs pa3Be HE [Ba CblHA?
— AX, THI 0 MJIQJIIIEM.

JIu V'Hb paBHOMYUIHO YJIBIOHYIACh, BEIIYCTUB OBIM.



— OH He ero CHH.

910 OBlNa HacTosas ceHcanus. Ecnu Ol 9Ta nHGOPMAaIKA Ionaja B pyKU XKypHaIUCTOB, OHA MOTJa
OBl CTOUTH MUJIINOHEL. Tao X9, OIPaBUBIIKNCH OT II0KA, TIEPBLIM IEJIOM IIOyMal O CBOel
BO3/M001eHHOM. Ero uyBCcTBa OBLIN CIOXKHBIMUA. CO CTOPOHBI Ka3anoch, 4To Ll YkK3HbUyaHb
oTHOcuicd K Lu ['o He 11710X0, HO ¥ He CJIUIIKOM XOPOLIIO.

Teneps, y3Has, uto Llu 113uH, KoToporo Ly YkoHbUyaHb TaK TIIATEIBHO BOCIIUTHIBAJI, HE OBII €70
POIHBIM CHIHOM, Tao X3 ctan erl€ 6ombile HegoymeBaThb. Eciu Ol 3T0 ObIT OH, OH OBl OT[IAT BCE
caMmoe nyuitee [y 'o, a He TOCTOPOHHEMY YEJIOBEKY.

— Ho... u L13un u LIy YKk5HbYyaHb JEUCTBUTEIIBHO IIOX0XKH.
JIu Hb 6pocuiia Ha HETo B3TJISIA U CKasasa:
— XOTS OH U He POJHOU ChIH, HO €CTh HEKOTOpas CBA3b. THI cibllan o Ly YkKsHboaHe?

YBupes, uto Tao X3 yecTHO oKayvas rojosoii, Jlu ViHb He cTasa npomonxkaTh. Y He€ OBUIO MaJio
BPEMEHHU, U CKOPO el HyKHO OBIJIO BEPHYTHCS Ha BCTPEYy, II03TOMY OHa yKe U Tak yOemnuia
TJIEMSTHHUKY 0OJIbIlle, YeM IIJIaHUpPOBaJa.

Osna notymmuia CUrapeTy, BCTajla ¥ [103Bajla JBOUX HUYeM He IpUMedaTesIbHbIX JII0fei.
— 9tu aBoe moMoryT Tebe. UTO KacaeTcs OIIATHL..

JIn WHb 3arafjloyHo ynbeI0HYIach, He YTOUHSS, YTO UMEHHO OHa XOUeT B KaueCTBe OIJIaThl, U BRI
3a ABepb. Beiiias u3 goMa JIu, OHa CHOBa CTajla TOM CaMOM 371eTaHTHOM U CAepPKaHHOU AUPEKTOPOM
JIn.

OHa 3aHsJIa MEeCTO TJIaBhl CeMbH JI1 B 9TOM ITOKOJIEHUH, ¥, KOHEYHO, He Obl7la TaKOM yXK MSATKOM, KaK
MOTJI0 ToKa3aThca. OgHako Tao X9 He IOHUMAJ, II0YEeMy er0 TETS TakK 4acCTo 3Bajia ero MaTh Ha 4Jai.
Ecnu Ol OHA OeWCTBUTENBHO Obl/Ia CEHTUMEHTAIBHOM, TO 3TO He COOTBETCTBOBAJIO €€ XapakTepy. K
TOMY Ke ero MaTh Oblyla TUXOM U POOKOM, Bcerga 00siyiach, UYTO €€ CKPOMHOCTE Pa303nut JIiu UHb, 1
YaCTO OTKa3bIBalach OT IPUTIALIEeHUM.

9tux nBoux Tao X3 BUOeN OfHaXKOL — OHU Obin 00y4deHsl JIu MHb. C WX MIOMOIIIBI0 OH MOT JIETKO
BHISICHUTD BCE, 4TO X0Tes. OJHAKO OH He XOTEJl UCII0JIh30BaTh CBOI0 MaTh Pagy TaKOW «ITOMOIIN» U
mpennoynTan pa3douparscs caMm. Ly Yxksubuyans u [y YK5HBIOAHS — TaKMe MOX0XKHNEe UMEHA,
HECOMHEHHO, YKa3bIBaIu Ha OpaThes.

Teneps OH MOHSI, 4TO 3aMbImsiia JIu MHs... [To gopore momo# Tao X3 BOPYT 0CO3HAN €€
HaMepeHus. OH OyMaJl, YTO TETS IPOCTO Pelluia IOMOYb, HO BCE 0Ka3al0Ch Kyfa CII0XHEee.

PogoMm 13 3HaTHOM ceMbu? JTO HE 130aBIISANIO OT 3aIllyTAdHHBIX OTHOIIIEHU, KOTODEIE OBLIH He MeHee
CJIOZKHBEIMH, 4Y€M B HIOY-GI/ISHGCG. Bcé cBoguoch K NHTepeCaM U CBA35M, CIIJIETAsACh B OTPOMHYIO
CETh.

Bo Bcell cBOel XKU3HU OH BCTPETHUJI JIUIIb OJHOTO YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH OBIT ITO-HACTOSIIEMY
MCKPEHHUM.

XO0Ts OHU IIPOBEJIM BMECTe BCEro yTPo, JaxKe KpaTKas pa3jiyKa Ka3ajaach Tao X3 HEBEIHOCUMOH,
CJIOBHO €T0 Ceplle 0CTaJIoCh C TEM YelloBeKOM. Kak MOXKHO He CKydaTh, KOTfia JTI00MMOT0 HET
psamom?



Tao X3 yxke coOupascs HanmucaTh COOOIIEHNE U CIIPOCUTH, UTO TOT [IeJIAaeT U CKyJaeT JIU TI0 HEMY,
KaK BOPYT 3a3BoHUI TenedoH. Ha skpaHe 3aropesock iBa 3HaKOMEIX ueporiauda, ot yero cepaue Tao
X3 3abunoch yallle, ¥ OH Cpa3y ke MogHEC TenedoH K yXy.

— Amnno?
OH gaxke He 3aMeTHJI, HACKOJIbKO MSTKUM CTaJI ero rojioc.
— [ToueMy pemins MO3BOHUTH?

Ecnu gyecTHO, 3TO OBIN NepBhIH pa3, Koraa Ly ['0 3BOHUIT eMy — 0OBIYHO OH IHcall coo0IIeHus. Tao
X3 IPEeIoIoKMII, YTO 9TO U3-3a €T0 MUJIBIX CTUKEPOB C JKMBOTHHIMH.

— I'me TBI?

Iu I'o He OTBETHUI Ha BOMPOC, @ BMECTO 3TOT'0 CIIPOCHUI O €70 MECTOHAX0XKIEeHUH.
Ero HeoObIYHOE TIOBeieHre BEI3Bao ¥ Tao X3 6eCrioKOMCTBO, ¥ OH TYT XK€ CKa3al:
— 4 eny momou. Uto ciny4yunocs? MHe npuexaTh?

OH OBITT B MaIlliHe ceMby JIu ¥ MOT B J1I000# MOMEHT U3MEHHUTh MapIIpyT. KpoMe Toro, yxKe
HACTYIIUJI BeUep, ¥ eMy He HyKHO OBbIJIO TaK TIIATETbHO CKPHIBATHCS.

— f xouy nmoMmeITh KOTHKA...

Tonoc Lu I'o 3By4as pacTepsiHHO, B OT/IMYME OT €r0 OOBIYHOM CIIOKOMHOM MaHEPHI.

— Ho oH, kaxkeTcs, 60UTCS BOIEI, BCE BpeMS KPUYUT, @ €C/IM He ITOMBITh €T0, OH MOXKeT 3a00JIeTh.
OnsATh 3TOT KOT!

XOTsi MBICJTIEHHO OH IIPEICTaBJIsAI, KaK 3TO BBHITJISIAUT, X 3TO OBIIIO OBOJIBHO MHUJIO, 9TO HE OCTAaHOBUIIO
ero pesHocTtu. OgHako Llu ['o BiepBrie 06paTUiICca K HEMY 3a IIOMOIIIbI0, UTO SIBHO TOBOPHUJIO O €T0
pacTyIneM noBepuu. YIycKaTh TaKOM IIaHC OBIIO0 OBI IIYIIO.

— 4 Oyny depe3 [BaAlaTh MAHYT, KOU MEHS.
Tao X3 HEMe[JIeHHO NTpUKa3ajl BOOUTEII0 U3MEHUTh MapIIPyT U HAllPaBUTHCI K «L]3UHbIOAHB>.

Koy, kotopsi#t Llu ['o ganm emy paHblile, BCE elré Obt mpu HEM, 1 Tao X3 OTKpPHIT ABEPh. Kak u
0XKHUANI0Ch, B TOCTUHOM OBITIO THXO, TEJIEBU30P BHIKIIIOYEH, ¥ TOJIBKO U3 BAHHOM MOHOCHUJICS CJ1abbIi
3BYK BopHl. [lomorins OuzKe, OH yCBIIan pe3Kue KPUKKU KOTEHKA, CMeIIaHHbIEe C )KypYaHUeM BOJHI.

IIBeph B BaHHYIO Obl/Ia IIJIOTHO 3aKphITa, M Tao X9 OTKPHUI €€, yBUAEB QUTYPY, CPazKaloIlyiocs C
KOTEHKOM Yy BaHHHI.

910 6511 Llu ['o. OH cumen Ha KOpTOYKax, 00CUKOM, OOHOM PYKOM AepKan AyIIeBYIO JEeUKy, a Ipyrou
IBITAJICS YAEepKaTh KOTEHKA, KOTOPHIM IBITAJICS BRIPBAThCS M3 BaHHEL. ETo py0Oalnka yxe Oblia
HAIIOJIOBHY MOKPOHM, IPUINIAS K CIIHHEe ¥ 00HaxKas KOXKY II0[] Hel. YCIbIaB, KaK OTKPhIBAETCS
IIBepb, OH 00epHYJICS U C HafeXoou mocMoTpen Ha Tao Xa:

— Cs10 X9, momoru MHe!



OH 651 coBepIIEHHO 6ecTOMOIIHEIM. Tao X3 ¢ o0neryeHreM B3TOXHY, IIOMOIIEN U BHIKITIOUHUIT BOMY,
aKKypaTHO 3abupas meiky u3 pyk Lu I'o.

OH B3TJIIHYJI Ha KOTEHKA, KOTOPHIM LENJIsAICS 3a Kpall BAaHHBI, IBITASICh BHIIPEITHYTh, U 3aMETHUJI, YTO
Ha HEM BCE elllé ocTasiach neHa. Ero mepcTs, MOKpast OT BOLEL, ieflajia ero I0X0XKUM Ha O0JIbIIyIo
KDHICY, U JXKaJIKUH BUJ KOTEHKa HanoMuHan caMoro Ly 'o. 9to 3actaBumno Tao X3 0HHOBPEMEHHO
paccMesiTbCA ¥ Pa303/IUThCS, U OH IofyMait: «KakoB X0351MH, TAKOB U ITUTOMEI».

KoTéHnoxk Obin Bech MOKPHIH, a LIu ['o — ¢ Bojlocam#u, IPUIKUIIIIAMHU KO JI0Y, HEKOTOPhIE MPSIAN Jaxe
3aKphIBa/IM I'Nla3a. Tao X3 He yaepxKascs U IPOTSIHYI PYKY, YTOOE yOpaTh UX, TOBOPS:

— Kak Tel yMyApuics Tak u3Ma3aTbCs?
— KoTuxk Bcé BpeMs He CayIIancs.

[z ['o TOKOPHO 3aKPHUI TJ1a3a, T03BOJISAS eMy yOpaTh BOJIOCH C yiuiia. ETo BOJIOCH B ITOCTIENHEE BPEMS
HEMHOT'O OTPOCJIM, ¥ OH eIlé He yCIeJ UX MOACTPHYb.

[Tocne aToro onu o0a CKJIOHUIKUCH Haf GhoTorpadusiMu.
Lu I'o:

— KoTuK Takoil MUJIBIH.

Tao Xo:

— T'o T'o Takoil MUTIBIH.

Lu T'o (e cornamascs):

— Hert, KoTuk mumnee!

Tao X3 (cMmesich):

— He cornacen, I'o 'o caMbIii MUIBIH.
Hu T'o (BonHYySCH):

— KOTUK caMblil MUTIBIH.

Tao X5 (BHe3amHo IeNyeT ero):

— Te1 mpourpan, 'o ['o caMbIii MUJIBIN.
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