Oxugasi, YTo roCIoguH LIy IPOSBUT KaKyo0-TO HEOORIYHYIO Peakiuio, Tao X9 mpucTanbHO HabIomann
3a HuM. OgHako Iy ['o ocTaBasiCs CIIOKOWHBIM, BHIC/TYIAB €T0 00bSICHEHME, U MTPOCTO CKa3all:

— XO0po1110, CIIAM.

IIBOe B3POCIBIX MYKUYKH CIISIT BMECTE — YTO B 3TOM Takoro? TeMm 6oyee, YTO CUTyalluu, KOTHa
IIUTOMEII CITUT C XO3STMHOM, IOBOJILHO pPacrpocTpaHeHsl. B meTcTBe 1lu LI3uH ToXKe CIal C HUM B
OIHOM KPOBATH, HO Yepe3 [iBa OHS, y3HaB 00 aToM, LIy YxkonbuyaHb BeTamui Ly [I3uHa u3 ero
KOMHATHI X OTPYyTaJjl, CKa3aBs, 4YTo B JoMe LIy mocTaTo4yHO MecTa, ¥ ABYM OpaThsM CIIaTh BMECTE — 3TO
HeIIPaBUIILHO.

C tex mop u fo ceropusmHero qus Lu I'o 6osbille HUKOTA He JeJIHI I0CTeNlh HU C KeM.

Bups ero cnokoricteue, Tao X3 MOYyBCTBOBa IETKOe pa3odyapoBaHue. OH MOHKUMAJ, YTO YyBCTBa Llu
['o K HeMy I0oKa ObIIM YUCTHIMU — OH CaM OBIJT HACTOJIBKO YUCTHIM, CJIOBHO BHIPOC 6€3 XUMHUKATOB U
3arpsisHeHuH, 1 OB COBEPIIEHHO HeBOCIPUUMYHNB K HaMéKaM. Ho Tao X3 He cobupascs caaBaThCs.
Ero rma3a 3aropenucs, U B TOJI0BE€ BO3HUK [IOBOJIBHO AEP3KUX BOIIPOC.

— Yxe no3aHo, maBai craTh. — OH ynoXKuz ciaerka ycrasmero Lu 'o mog ofmesino, a 3aTeM BCTall,
yTOOHRI BHIKJIIOUUTD CBET. JTa ClleHa Ka3aslaCh 3HAKOMOM, TOJIHKO TeIeph BEIKIIIOYaTeIeM OBITT OH CaM.
Tao Xs cmoTtpen Ha Ly ['0, BHTISIOBIBAONIETO U3-TIO] Ofiesiia, U TUXO YIILIOHYIICS:

— Croko#uHO# HOYHU.

Komuara norpysunack B TeMHOTY. [{u 'o, He BUfsg HU4Yero BOKPYT, CJIBIIAJ YE€TKHe maru Tao X3,
npubnuXKaoImecs K KpoBaTH. 3aTeM IMOCBIIIAJICS IIOPOX Ofiesiyia, ¥ OH MMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK TEIJIBIN,
HO CJIerKa IPOXJIagHbIM BO3AyX IPOHUK II0L OAESIO.

TONIBKO YTO OH €7iBa MOT OEPXKATh Ir'lla3a OTKPLITEIMU OT YCTAJIOCTH, HO TEIIEPH, CIIYIIasd POBHOE
ObIXaHHE PAOOM, OH BHE3AITHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI cebs 6011pee. BHepBBIe 3a JOJIToe BpeMS OH OEJIUII
IIOCTENb C KEM-TO, 1 laXKe ero CIIOKONUCTBHUE HE MOTJIIO CKDEITh JIETKOT0 JII0OOIBITCTBA.

— locoguu Ly, TH MpaBaa He CKy4Yas 10 MHe? — XOTs OHM KaXObIH OeHb 00IIaIuch 0 BUIEO,
CETOMIHSI OHY BIIEPBHIE BCTPETUIUCE ITOCIIE NOITOM pa3nyku. Tao X3 Gobllle BCETO XOTeN YCIIBIIATh
OTBET Ha 3TOT Bompoc. OH coepKUBaJ AblxaHue, 605Ch, YTO OHO CTAHET CIIMIIKOM I'POMKUM U
HCITyTaeT TOT0, KTO JieXKaJll pPSIIOoM.

[lu ['o yxKe coOupascs OTBeTUTb, HO Tao X3 BHe3aIHO Iepebur ero:

— 4 ckyuan o Tebe... — Ero rojoc ObIT HAlOJIHEH TOCKOM, KOTOPYIO HOYb fiefiasa elle 6omnee
ourytumon. [Taxke Llu ['o, He 3HaBUINY T100BU, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO B €T0 CJIOBAX.

Ly I'o mopgyman: «IlutToMel, CKy4aroliuy 10 X03UHY, — 3TO HOPMaJIbHO, HO IToYeMy cyioBa Tao X3
3aCTaBUJIA MOE Cepfille APOTHYTh, CIIOBHO B HUX OBIIIO UTO-TO OOJIbIIIEE?»

HaBepHoe, OH eIllé He BBIOIHU CBOU 00513aHHOCTH X035iMHA, ¥ Tao X9 MoYyBCTBOBAN ce0s
OOUHOKHM.

— Maneunbkutt Tao, Tebe HyKHO, 4T0OH! TebOs nornmagunu? — Lu ['o cipocust, 6eCroKosch, YTO y HETO
€CTh KaKue-TO nMoTpedHocTH. OH MOMHHUJI, YTO 3a TPH MecsIla, Moka Tao Xa cHuMascs B punbpMe, TOT
YaCTo MPOCHII 06 3TOM, a CETOHS T0CTIe YKUHA Cpa3y ke IOMPOCUTT Harpady. Bugumo, eMy o4eHb
HPABUJIOCH, KOTMIA €r0 TIafuiIy.



— ITornmaputs...? — B HU3KOM 1 GapxaTrCTOM rojoce Tao X3 mpo3Bydarna CTpaHHas HOTKA.

Llu T'o, mexaBIIMY Ha CIIMHE, TIOBePHYJICA Ha 00K. Ero riia3a mocTeneHHO IPUBLIKIN K TEMHOTE, U
[axke B BRIKITIOYEHHOM KOMHATEe OH MOT pa3risafeTh YeTKui npodusb Tao X3 U ero NpucTaabHbIN
B3TJIAL.

ToT BOpyr npubnMu3uscs, HU3KUM I'0JIOCOM IIPOU3HECS:

— 41 GomblIe X04Y HOTIaguTh Te6ss. — Pa3Be MOXKHO yIIyCTUTh MOMEHT, KOT/Ia JTIOOUMEIH caM UOET
HaBcTpeuy? OH HUKOTA PaHbIlle He YyYBCTBOBAJ TAKOT'O CHILHOTO JXKeJIaHus, ero cepple OMIoCch, Kak
H6apabaH.

L I'o, He TOHUMAS eT0 MEBICJIe), HAUBHO OTBETHII:
— Torpa rnapgs.

Kak on Mor BumeTh, Kak Tao X3 MpUCTalbHO CMOTPUT Ha HETro, TaK ¥ Tao X3 BUAEI ero YUCThHIN U
VMCKPEHHUM B3TJISAI, KOTOPHIM OBINT HACTOIBKO MPUTATATEILHEIM, YTO XOTEJIOCh YKYCUTh. Tao X3 TUXO
3aCMesIJICH:

— Torma s riniaxy. — Ero CBOGOJIH&H PYKa OBUHYJIACh BHU3, ITAJIBIIBI KOCHYJIUCH 2KHBOTaA HuTo qepe3
TOHKYIO IIKN2KaMy.

u 'o He 3aHUMAIICSI CIIOPTOM, TI03TOMY Y HETO He OBIIIO TaKUX MHIIII, KaK ¥ Tao Xa9. Ero XKuBOT ObIN
MSTKUM U TEMJHIM, U, Korfa Tao X3 1eroHbko TKHYI ero, Llu ['o 3acMesncs, He B CHllaxX cOepxkKaThb
II[eKOTKY.

— Manenbkuii Tao, 4TO TH Aefaellb... — Tao X9 IPOAoJIXKal IJIafuTh ero XKUBOT, BEI3bIBasd cMex. Lu
['o oTomBUTAJICS, AyMasi, YTO 3TO IIPOCTO AETCKas Urpa, HO OH OBLI CIMIIKOM YYBCTBUTEJILHBEIM,
KpoBaTh Obl/la MaJIeHbKOM. BCKOpe OH OKa3aJcsl CIIMHOM K CTeHe, HO He CMOT u36exkaTth pyku Tao X3,
KOTOPBIM IIPOJOIKAJ IIeKOTaTh ero, IokKa OH He HayaJl CMeSIThCA U YMOJISITh OCTAHOBUTHCS.

— Xa-xa-xa — MaJieHbKu# Tao — XBaTUT — Xa-xa-xa... — LIu ['o maBHO Tak He cMescs. [Tonm onestmoM
OBLIO AYIIHO, ¥ OH TOJIBKO U [efiajl, YTO IIBITaJICS YBEPHYThCSA OT pyKu Tao Xa3. Ero riasa maxke
HAIlOJIHUIUCH Clle3aMU, U B IyHHOM CBETe OHU CUSJIH.

Takas peakIus TOJIBKO ycuiuia xenanue Tao X3. OH IpuaBuHYICS emé Ouxe, pyKa ero He
OCTaHaBJIMBAJIACh, ¥ OH HaxKe OCMEJUJICS MPOHUKHYTH IOJ] MUKaMy, Kacasch Koxu Llu I'o. Onu
npubINKATUCh APYT K APYTY, UX [bIXaHUEe CMellanoch, moka Lu ['o He paccMesiyicsi OKOHYATeIbHO,
yCcTaB ¥ 0OMSIKHYB I10J] OLESJIOM.

— XBaTwuT... XBaTUT? — OH TAKeJO AbIIal, gyMas, 4To Tao X3 yKe 3aKOHYUII.

— He xBaTHUT, KaK MOXKeT XBaTuUTh? — Tao X3, 3aBOPOKEHHBIN €T0 peakiuel, MeqJIeHHO OMyCTUI
PYKY HUXKe, TIablbl €0 IPOHUKIIM MO Kpayu NMUKaMHBIX IITaHOB. OH CMOTpEe Ha PaCTEPSIHHOTO U
HauBHOTO Ly ['0 ¥ TUXO CIIPOCHUIT:

— l'ocoguu 1u, THI caM Korga-HuOyab Tporasn cebst 30ech?

*

W3-3a BuepamHux coObITui [lu I'o MPOCHYIICS COHHBEIM, C TEMHBIMU KpyraMu I110f I'1a3aMu. Korga oH
OTKPBLI r'Ma3a, Tao X3 yxKe BCTall, ¥ C KyXHU JOHOCHUIICA 3araX FOTOBAIIENCS eMbl.



Llu 'o moyyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro XKeaygoK YPUUT, U Ccpa3y XkKe IMIPOCHYJICS, He Xkejas O0mbIlle 1eXaTh B
noctenu. MycopHoe Befipo, CTOSIBIIIEE B HOTaX KPOBaTH, OLITIO TEpEeMeIIeH0 K TyMOOUKe.
[TepeopeBasice, Ly I'o 3ameTun cMsThe candeTKy B BeApe U BCIIOMHUII BUEPAIITHUY BeUep,
TIOKpPacHEB.

OH ell€ He TOHS, YTO UMEHHO IIPOK3O0IIJIO BO BPpeMA UX «B3aMMOIIOMOIIIH».
Tao X3, 3aKOHYUB T'OTOBUTH 3aBTPAK, YCIIbIIIA IIyM U3 KOMHATEL U TIOIOIIENT K OBEpH, YJ'IBI685{CI:>:

— JTo6poe yTpo. — BupmHo OBINIO, YTO OH B IPEKPACHOM HAaCTPOEHUH, B OTJIUYME OT ClIeTKa
cmymenHoro Lu lo.

— Io6poe yTpo. — Llu 'o He GBI 4eI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIN ONITO IepexkuBaeT. Ecu ceiiuac oH He
TIOHKMMaVJl, TO OfHaX Akl 06513aTeNbHOo MouMET. OH mocMoTpen Ha Tao X3, KOTOPHIN, HECMOTPS Ha CBOM
BBICOKUY POCT, ObLI 0fleT B HapTyK C MYJIbTSALUIHEIM IIPUHTOM, YTO BEITJISIIETI0 HEMHOTO CMEIIHO.

Tao X3 3aMeTun ero B3TJIsA U YABIOHYICS:

— ¢ mpuroToBUI 3aBTPakK, HO PYKU Y MeHs XKUpPHbIEe. ['ocioguH Ly, moMoxkeIs MHE pa3Bsi3aTh
baptyk? — OH pacKphlI PyKH, Kak Ovl mpuriaimas [u I'o. OgHako ero meicTBUs ObLIM CTPAHHBIMMU:
€CJIA OH XOTeJI, YTOOB eMy IIOMOTJIN ¢ (hapTyKOM, IT0YeMy OH He moBepHYycs cuuHoi? Ho Lu lo,
OOBEPYUBHIM, HE 3aMETHJI 3TOTO.

He comueBasicye, Llu ['o mopommén 6m11xke ¥ MPOTSHY PYKH K €r0 Talluu, HO, YTOOB pa3Bsi3aTh y3ell,
eMy IIPUIIIOCh NpuxKaThecsa K Tao Xa3. OH ynépcs NUIIOM B €T0 TPYAb, BITAsICh Ha OIIyIb Pa3Bsi3aTh
y3eIl1, u TpobopMOoTa:

— Hugero He BUOHO.

Tao X3, monmyuuBImInii yrTpeHHUE 00BSATHS, YIbIOANCs, HO, IOHUMas, YTO 3alll€Nl CIUIIKOM JaJieko,
noBepHyJics, 4ToOw L I'o Mor pa3BsizaTh GhapTyK.

[To3aBTpakas, Llu I'o oTIpaBUsCcsS B CBOI0 MACTEPCKYIO C TaHOPAaMHBIM OKHOM, YTOOH prCOBaTh. Tao
X3, ¥ KOTOpOTo OBIJT BEIXOOHOM, €CTeCTBEHHO, TI0CJIelOBall 3a HUM, IPUTBOPUBIIKUCH, UTO YUTAET
ClleHapu, ¥ 3aHs1 HeOOIBIION YTOJIOK B MACTEPCKOM.

YTpo npouiyio CIOKOWHO U NPUATHO. HeCcMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OHU IT03HAKOMUJIUCEH HEIaBHO, Y HUX
CJIOKMJIOCH OINyIIIeHHe, YTO Tak OymeT Bcerga. B To BpeMs Kak Llu I'o Hacmaxmaics I0KOeM, B
ToHuyaHe IIIJIa CyeTa M3-3a er0 HeOXKMIAHHOTO IOSIBIEHUs B Kaape, U cekpeTapu Ly YKoHbUyaHS
yXKe HeCKOJIbKO mHel paboTanu 6e3 mepepriBa.
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