OH pemuI MOCMOTPETh, YTO 3aMbIIUISET 3TOT YeJI0OBeK, YTOObI pa300/1auuTh ero. [laxke eciiu y TOro
ObLTM mypHBEIE HAMepeHwUs... Tao X3, 3HaBIINH MPUEME CaMOOOOPOHE!, ObIST YBEPEH, UTO CIIPABUTCS C
Llu T'o, u moToMy 6€3 TeHU COMHEHUS IIOCTIEN0BAJI 38 CBOMM HOBOUCIIEYEHHBIM «CIIOHCOPOM» HOMOI.

OpHako, HECMOTPS Ha Bce ero mombITKH, Ly ['0 ocTaBasics Hemokoneoum.

[Torpyk€HHBIN B BocloMUHaHus, Tao X3 He oxupgan, 4To Llu ['o, yCrbIlaB ero BOIIPOC, HOCTAHET
TenedoH ¥ HaYHET UCKATh UHGOPMALIHIO.

— CopepxaHue — 3T0 0JIM3KHNe OTHOLIEHUS, OCHOBAaHHLIE HA 9KOHOMUYECKOU CHeJNKe, The
CEeKCyaJlbHble OTHOIIEHUS SIBJITIOTCS YCJIOBUEM, a COepKaHue MUTOMIla — 3T0 obecriedeHue
JXKM3HEHHHIX oTpebHOCTeH u 3a060Ta, — 3auyuTan Lu I'o pe3ynbraTh Moucka. [laxke TPy POBHOM TOHE
€ro Toy10C OB YUCTHIM U MIPUSATHHIM, 3aCTaBJISASI HEBOJIBHO IIPUCITYIIINBATHCS.

3aKOHYMB, OH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha OLIEJIOMJIEHHOT'0 MOJIOZIOTO YeJIoBeKa U CepbE3HO 100aBUII:
— ¢ uMen B BULy comepkKaHUe IUTOMIIA.

Ero TOH GBITT €CTECTBEHHEIM U HCKPEHHHM, CJIOBHO OH HE BUOEJ HHYEro CTPAHHOTO B TOM, UTOOH
comepKaTh B3POCTIOr0 MyKYMHY KaK IMUTOMIIA. ITO ObIJI0 HACTOSIIIEE, CEPhE3HOE CyMacOPOACTBO.

Bripaxkenue nuiia Tao X3 cTanmo KpaitHe cTpaHHBIM. OH BriIsabiBasics B muilo Ly 'o, mbITasich HAWTH
XOTh MaJleHIyo ¢asbllb, HO HUYero He oOHapyxkuI. bojee TOro, OH Jaxe MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro
IPUTSATUBAET 3TOT CIIOKOWHLIM U MPOHUIIATENIBHBIN B3TJIS, U OOJITO CMOTPEII B €ro IjIa3a.

Tonbko Korpaa Ly ['o cnerka MOpPrHyJI, U ero peCHULB POrHyad, Tao X3 CMOT OTOPBAThCH.

Ero noBeneHue ObIJI0 HACTOIBKO HEOORIYHEIM, JaXKe CTPAHHBIM, HO €I'0 UICKPEHHOCTh U
€CTEeCTBEHHOCTD 3aCTaBuIX Tao X9 MOBEPHUTh: BO3MOXKHO, 3TOT YEJI0BEK NEeHCTBUTEILHO mo0p.
['my00oKO B3[IOXHYB, OH OTOTHAJI OT ce0s1 BCE COMHEHUS.

— T'oBOpU IIpsIMO, YTO THI 3agyMa?

B3arisg Mosomoro 4esioBeka CTal OCTPHEIM, CJIOBHO JIy4 IIPOXKeKTopa, HanpasieHHbM Ha Ly ['o. ToT
IIPOJOJIXKAJ CULETh CIIOKOWHO, II03BOJIAS 9TOMY B3TJISIAY CKOJIB3UTH I1I0 CBOEMY JIUALY U Telly. BHyTpH
OH YyBCTBOBAJI MHTEPEC: 00BIYHO XKUBOTHbIE, KOTOPHIX OH IPHHOCHUTI IOMOM, IPOXKaJy OT CTpaxa,
IIpsA49acCh B KJIETKAX, HO 3TOT «IIMTOMEI» BEICTABUJI CBOW IIMUIIBI, BEIPAXKad IMOJTHOE HEeJOBEPHUE.

BHe3anHo 0H C JII060IIBITCTBOM CITPOCHIL:
— Kaxk Tebs 30ByT?
Tao Xo: ...

Heyxenu Bce ero BeIpaXKeHUS JIUIA OBIIM HAIIPACHHI? JTOT YEJI0OBEK [axKe He CIyIIall, @ BMECTO
3Toro... Cron. OH He 3HAET, KTO 1?

— MeHs4 30ByT Tao X3, — OCTOPOKHO OTBETUJI OH.

®amumnus Tao! I'maza Llu I'o 3aropenucs, u Ha ero 00BYHO 6ECCTPACTHOM JIUIlE MTOSBUIACH YUCTAs
ynbIOKa, CJIOBHO JIETKUY BETEPOK, MPoOexKaBIInii 10 TOBEPXHOCTH CITOKOMHOMN BOJIHL.

— Kakoe coBmapenue, y Csio Tao Toxe ecTb uepornud «Tao».



OH 3acMesincs, HO 3TO TONBKO Hamyrasno Tao X3. OH He 0KUAAJ, YTO 3TOT XOJIOMHBIA U OTCTPAHEHHHBIN
YeI0BEeK MOXKET TaK ImpeodpakaThCs, KOTHa yIbibaeTcs.

— Kto Takou Csio Tao?
— BbenvbuoHoK.

OH menCTBUTENBHO CpaBHUII ero ¢ nutomiieM! Tao X9 momymal, 4To JOJIZKEH PAaCCEPAUTHCS Ha TaK0e
HeyBaXkKeHWe, Belb OH CJIAaBUJICSI CBOMM BCIIBUIBYKMBHIM XapaKTepPoOM, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 ITOUYBCTBOBAI
JIUIITh JOCAdy: OH Bedb aydlne OeabyoHKa!

Het. 910 He rmaBHOE.

— Tol geliCTBUTENBHO He 3HaEeIlb, KTO f? — uMs Tao X3 Korma-To ObIJIO Ha CITyXY.
Llu 'o yOpan yneOKy U ¢ HeLOyMeHUeM II0OCMOTpeIT Ha Hero.

— [Touemy s momxkeH TeOs 3HATH?

OH melicTBUTENbHO He 3HaeT! Tao X3 MoYyBCTBOBAJ pa30YyapoBaHue U OMHOBPEMEHHO 00uIy: OH
HUKOr'IAa TaK IBHO HE 0CO3HABAaJI, YTO CTaJI 3a0LITON 3BE300H.

B aTom He 6v110 BuHE Ly ['0, OH [eHCTBUTEIFHO HUYETO He 3HaJl.

— §1 mo¥oy mOMO0 TIOCYdy, — CKa3al HU4Yero He momo3peBatouruit [{u ['o, BCcTaBast ¥ YHOCS IIYCTYIO
TapesKy, ocTaBysst Tao X9 B HEIOYMEHUH.

OH OBITT YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET Pa300/IauUTh 3TOT0 CIIOHCOPA» U 3aTEM XOPOIIEHbKO ero MPOyYUTh, HO
OKa3aJiochk, uTo IIu I'o coBceM He TaKoM, KaK OH Ipefnonaraia. Moxert, oH omubcs? Ho Benb oH
CKasa, 4yTo OymeT copepKaTh ero Kak IIMTOMIIQ, 3TO XKe HacMelllKa HaJl er0 CTaTyCcoM 3a0BITOoM
3Be30nl? Ho oH maxke He 3Ha, KTO OH TaKoii!

*3JTa ynbiOKa Oblsla TaKoM KpacuBoM... OH x0Tes Obl YBUAETh €€ CHOBA.*

MbIC¥ CMEHSIIU APYT OpYTa, HO B UTOTe OCTAHOBUIUCEH Ha TOM, Kak LIy ['o HeBonbHO ybIOHYICS. Tao
X3 rmoKayaj rojJoBOM: pa3 3TOT YeJI0BeK He ObII TAKUM, KaK OH IPEICTaBIISAII, TO U CMEBICITIA B
TIOCTOSTHHEIX HacMeIlIKax He OBLIO.

CnyyaiiHast BCTpeYa, IyCTh 3TO OyOEeT IPOCTO HEOOBIYHEIH OIIBIT.

OH BCE elllé UCTIBITBIBAN JTI0O0OTBITCTBO, XOTEN IIOCMOTPETh, Kak uMeHHO Llu I'o 6ymeT «comepkaTh»
€ro, ¥ TIOTOMY OCTaJICS.

*

Llu 'o HUKOTIIa PaHbIIle He MOT YCIIeIIHO KOro-mubo comepxkaTh. [Jaxke He TO 4TOOH comepXkKaTh —
JKWBOTHBIE OTKA3hIBAIUCh IPUHUMATH OT HETO efy. XOTS OH ¥ MPUBEI MOMOM YeJioBeKa II0
HacTpoeHwuio, [T ['0 BCE XKe UCIBITHIBA TOJIOBHYIO 60Jb. Y HEro He GBIJIO OIBITA, M OH HE 3HAJll, C Yero
HaYaTh.

Ena, omexpa, XKunbe... HauHéM c XKunbs. B ero kBapTupe OO0 TP KOMHATH U [IB€ TOCTHHEIE.
[TomuMo cBoeit cianmbHu ¥ KaOuHeTa, LIy ['o BrIme uI ocTaBInyiocs KoMHATy a1t Tao X9. OH caM Gbi
130a710BaHHLIM MOJIOIBIM TOCIIOMMHOM, HUKOTHA He 3aHMMABIIMMCS JOMAILTHUMH OejlaMu. 3allpaBUTh
IIOCTEJIb [AJIST Hero ObII0 HACTOSIIMM McIbiTaHueM. OH ImojT4aca MBITANICS BIUXHYTh OfIEsNI0 B



IMoOgoOesJIbHUK, HO B UTOI'€ IIPOCTBIHA OKa3aJIaCh BCA B CKJIAOKaX, BEITJTIAOEIO 3TO JOBOJIBHO XKaJIKO.

Tao X3, Habmogas 3a TeM, Kak OH 0eCIIOMOIIIHO GapaxTaeTcs B Ipyfe MATKOTO Ofessa, BHTIISAbBas
HApyXky, He MOT caepxkaTh cMexa. OcobeHHO 3a6aBHO OBII0 TO, 4TO caM Llu ['o 9TOro He 0CoO3HABAl U
C CepbE3HBIM BUIIOM IIPOHOJIZKAI 60PBEOY C IIOCTETBHBEIM OEIhEM.

— Tl maxe 3TOTO He yMeelllb? — cKa3all Tao X3, MOOX0Od U BHITaCKUBasd U3MSATHIM MTOOOAESIIbHUK U3
pyK Lz I'o. — TeI CHayasna 3ampaBb 3TOT yIoJl, @ IOTOM AEPXKH, 5 CAEeNal APYrou.

[TouTH YTO B35IB €T0 PYKHX B CBOU, OHM HAKOHeEI] YI0XKHUIIHA OfEesI0 POBHO.

— Tw1 Oygemns cnaTh B 9TOM KOMHaTe, — ¢ obnerdenueM ckasain Lu To.

— Oxketii... — Tao X3 ocMOTpeJsica ¥ BAPYT H00aBuI:

— 4 myman, T 3aCTaBUIIb MEHS CIIaTh y TBOMX HOT, Pa3 yXK S TBOU IMUTOMEII.

Temeps B ero cimoBax He OBIJIO capKa3Ma, TOJIBKO JIETKas HacMelka. M mericTBuTenbHO, Llu o
CepPHE3HO MTOKaYvaJl I'0JIOBOM:

— HeT. 9To KOMHaTa OJIs IUTOMIIA.

Komuara gns nutoMua... Tao X9 3amep. OH IOCMOTPET B YTOJI, TO€e CTOsJIa BEICOKas, IOYTHU [0
IIOTOJIKA, KOLlIa4ybsl KOHCTPYKIIKS, a IO Hel JiexKall HeCKOJIbKO KOIIaubiX JOMUKOB.
[lercTBUTENBHO, KOMHATa AJIA NUTOMIIA. Tao X9 B3T/IAHYJ Ha CrioKoiHoe nuuo Ly ['o u moHss, 94To
yeM 0O0JIBINE OH C HUM 00IaeTcsi, TeM MeHBIIe 3JIUTCS.

OH gaxe paccMmesincs:
— MoxeT, MHe CTOUT Ha3kBaTh TeOs X03auHOM? A?

Ecnu oH ckaxeT «ga», To oH... JlagHo, Tao X3 cmasncs, oH Hu4ero He Mor nopenats ¢ Lu I'o. Eciu Ob
TOT MEeHCTBUTENILHO 3aCTaBHUJI €I0 HAa3kBaTh ce0s X03IUHOM... Tao X3 HEeBOJILHO OTBEJI B3TJIAL, H,
ecnu 0wl Lz ['o celiyac IocMOTpeIT Ha Hero, TO 3aMeTuJI Obl, UTO €ro YIIN Clierka I0KpacHeH.

Opnako Ly I'o 3agymaricst Hag ero BOIIPOCOM, a 3aTeM II0KadaJ I'0JIOBOM:
— He crour.
YcnpimaB 370, Tao X3 0671eTYEHHO B3IIOXHYJII, HO B TO K€ BPpeMsI TI0YYBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE COXKaJleHue.

— Tt xouets, YTOOH! S Kymuil Tebe HOBYIO OfeXay, Ui OyOellh HOCUTh CTapyi0? — CHOBA CITPOCHUIT
u To.

B L[eHTpe IMATOMIEB, Kydd OH 9aCTO XOOHJI, IIPOOAaBaJIMCh KPACHUBEIE U dKKYPATHBIE OOEXKIObI OJId
JKABOTHBIX, X KaXK[IbIN Pa3 OH HEBOJIEHO ITOKYIIaJl HECKOJIEKO KOMIIJIEKTOB. Ho 5Ty Munieie Bemu Tak u
OCTaBaJIMCh HEepPaCllaKOBaHHBIMH, JIe2XKa B AIIHNKE mKa(ba.

— 4 6yny HocuTb CBOIO, — OTBeTus Tao X9, Bups, Kak nuio Llu ['0 cTamo HEMHOTO T'PYCTHHIM, B, CaM
He 3Has 1oyeMy, Ho0aBUII:

— MoxeT, IOTOM CXOOMM 3a OIezKI0I BMEeCTe.

Yro 3a cTpaHHas MBIC/Ib? HeyxKenu OH yKe JyMaeT 0 TOM, 4TOOBI OCTaThCs Hamonro? Tao X9



IoKaJell 0 CBOUX cyioBaX. Ero mosnoxeHue ObI7I0 0COOEHHBIM, a TETIEPD, ITOCIIe CCOPHI C aT€HTOM, €CITH
JKYPHATUCTH YBUISAT €r0 XKUBYIIUM C KeM-T0, 0e3 IOoaoepKKU KOMIIaHUH, 9TO MOXKET ITOPOIUTh
CTpaHHBIE CNTyxu. EMy camoMy OBIJIO BCE paBHO — eIIl€ KOIfla OH y3HaJl 0 HaMepeHUsIX T'OCIoXu ['ao,
y Hero yxe OBIJTM CBOM IlaHbl. Ho 3TOT 4esoBeK, CyaOs 1o BceMy, ObLT U3 XOpOIllel CeMbU, YACTHIN U
He3allsITHaHHBIN,

OH He XOTeJ BTATUBATH €T0 B 3TOT SIPKUW U IPSA3HBIN MUP II0y-OHM3Heca.
ABTOpPCKOE IpuMedYaHue:

MHOT0 BpeMeHH CIIyCTS.

Tao Xa: I'o T'o, g ronomeH, MOKOPMU MeHs (CEPBE3HO).

Iu I'o: Yto xouerns?

Tao X3: [IpurotoBs MHe 4TO-HUOYOS (?).

Lu I'o: ... U3Bpamenern! =///=
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