Kaxk oH yxke rosopun Col @y, MuH E He mpuunHUT eMy Bpena. OH TaK CKa3al U TakK BEpHUJI, ¥ JaxKe
ceryac, B 9TOT MOMEHT, ero y0exXeHrue He U3MEHUIOCh.

TonBKO ObIXaHHE CTAJI0 HEMHOTO 3aTPYOHEHHEIM, >KYH LI3sHBb IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO EMY X04YETCA
KaIlllJIATh.

HpOH.U'IO JIXK MHOT'O BpEMEHHU HJIX BCETO JIMIIb MTHOBEHUE — }Ky'H LI3ssHL HE MOT TOYHO CKa3aThb. Ero
BOCIIpUATHE BPEMEHHN 3aTYMAHUJIOCH, OH IIPOCTO K OAJI.

T'onoc MuH E ObIT HU3KMM, €T0 UHTOHAIMS, KaK BCerna, crmokoiHa. OH CIIpOCHIT:
— JTO0 IeMCTBUTEILHO B, Baie BricouecTBo?

MuH E mopHS APYTYIO PYKY 4 10I0XKMUI ee Ha nuio 2KyH L3sus. JIumo Ky L[3gHs ObIJI0 TaKUM
MaJIEHbKUM, YTO IIOYTH IOJTHOCTHIO YMEIaIoch B 1agoHu MuH E. Ero masnbIfsl, ATUHHBIE U U3SIIHEE,
JIETKO Kacanuchk 6poBed, Hoca, 1miek u ry6 2KyH 1[3sHs, CJIOBHO OH PHCOBAJl KOHTYPHL €T0 YepT U
nuHUM KocTed. Ho cnenyloliee NpUKOCHOBEHKE MOTJIO OBITE Iie YTOnHO, 6€3 KaKoro-nubo nopsigka.
[BuxkeHUs He ObLIN TPYyORIMU, HO U HE HEXKHBEIMU, CJIOBHO B HUX He OBUIO HUKAKUX JINYHBEIX YYBCTB,
TOJIbKO 00beKTUBHAS ITPOBEPKA, YTOOL YOEUTHCS, KTO Iepel HUM.

KyH LI3sHp Tak AyMaJl, HO C KaXIbIM IPUKOCHOBEHNEM TanblieB MuH E ero Teno HeBOJIBHO APOXKAJ0
BCE CUJIbHEE, XOTS OH U HE COIMPOTUBIISIIC.

MuH E Mmor cpenaTh ¢ HUM BCe UTO YTOAHO B 9TOT MOMEHT.

Bo3moxkHO, TOnbKO ceriyac 2KyH 1[39Hb T0YYBCTBOBAJI MHCTUHKTUBHBIHM cTpax. MuH E 6ol
OXOTHHMKOM, CKPBEIBAIOUINMCSI B TEMHOTE, CIIOCOOHBIM HaHECTU CMEePTEJIbHEIN yaap, a OH —
0e33alUTHON NOOLIUeH.

[IprKOCHOBEHUS OCTAHOBUJIUCh.
Onpepenuicy u OH? — CTpaHHas MBICJIb IIPOMeIbKHYIa B roose 2KyH LI3sH4.

3aTeM, B 9Ty Oe3/IyHHYI0 HOYb, KOTHa 3Be3[ Obi1o Mano, 2KyH LI3sHb yBUOEN, KaK OTKPBIJIUCH I'1a3a
Mun E.

B oTnuune oT 00BIYHOTO, 3pauku MuH E ObUIM TeMHO-KPACHBIMH, XOJIODHOTO OTTEHKA, CIIOBHO
TIOBEPXHOCTh 3aMep3IIIero 03epa, Mo KOTOPEIM Me[JIEHHO TeKjla KPOBb.

Takwe ria3a Ovlid TaliHOUM MuH E.

Ieixanue 2KyH 1[3gH5 3ameprio. [laxke 1mocyie Toro, Kak OH 0Ka3aJics 3[ech, OB CXBayeH 3a ropjio u
IpuXKaT K KpoBaTu MuH E, oH He gyman o0 3TOM, Beib B OPUTMHAJILHON KHUTE 3TO YIIOMHUHAJIOCh
JIUIIH B HECKOJIBKUX T'JIaBaX.

C Tex 1mop, KaK Havanuch coObITHS B 3a0poIneHHoM cTonuiie, MuH E 1ien Bnepes, Kak ropsuuil HOX
CKBO3b MacJI0, He 3Has ImopaxeHuu. [I[poTUBHUKY, oAaepKuBaBine Benukyo UHb, eCTECTBEHHO,
130 BCEX CUJI TIBITAJIUCh HalT! CI10co0 0CTaHOBUTE ero. OHU IIpUjIaraay OrPOMHBIE YCUIHS, YTOOB
HalTu cnabocts MuH E.

JIumb omHaX [k, 1ocye B3saTHS CIOHbY9HA, apMUHU TOTPe00BaoCh BpeMs [ IIeperpyIIupPOBKH.
MuH E, cTpagas oT penuauBa cTapoil 00JIe3HY, PEIINI OCTaThCS B TOPOAe OIS OTAbIXa. M paHbie y
Hero ObIBaju TOgo0HBIE TPUCTYIIBL, HO OHU CITy4auCh PeJKO. B Takue OJHU OH He IPUHUMAJ



IIOCETUTEIIeN, OCTaBasiCh HaeguHe ¢ cobou. Ecmu BO3HUKAH CPOYHEIE [JeJia, UX 3allMChIBAJId U
IrepenaBajid B €ro KOMHATY, a II0Cjie O6p&60TKI/I OTIIPABIIATA OﬁpaTHO.

CroHbY9H OB TOPOMIOM Ha BOJE, C MHOXKECTBOM €CTECTBEHHHIX 03ep. Cajibl YaCcTO YKpallalucCh
npynamMu. MuH E X1l B yeqUHEHHOM cafly, TOe IOM CTOSJI Y BOAHI, C OMHOM CTOPOHBI 03€P0, C APYToi
— TIPYQ, OKPYXKeHHBIN 6aMOyKOM, Co3[aBasi TUX0e U U3LICKaHHOe MeCTO.

B TOT meHns, mo CquaﬁHOCTH, BO3HHKIJIO CPOYHOE BOEHHO€ 1€JI0, U OOUH U3 CIIYT, CHY}KI/IBH.II/II;I Mun E
HECKOJIbKO JIeT, OBIJI OTIIPaBJIEH I1epefgaThb JOHEeCEHHUe.

MuH E cugen y okHa, He IIPOSIBISAS MPU3HAKOB 00JI€3HM, CIIOBHO ITPOCTO KopMum pri0y. Korga ciyra
BBIIIIETI, OH, CJIOBHO IIOBUHYSICh KAKOMY-TO BHYTPEHHEMY TTOPBIBY, 00EPHYJICS, YTOOH B3TNISHYTh Ha
MuH E. JIuctBa 6amMOyKa CKphIBajia ero GUrypy, Ho 4McTas II0OBEPXHOCTh 03epa SICHO OTpazKaja ero
JIALIO.

Ha moBepxHOCTH BOAHBI CIyTa YBUAE KpacHble 3payKy, CJIOBHO I'JIa3a 37I0T0 AyXa. YBUIEB 3Ty TalHY,
OH OB HaIIyTaH [0 CMEPTH, ¥ C TE€X IIOP HE MOT CIIOKOWHO CIIaTh, IIOCTOSTHHO MO03peBasi, 4To Mun E
He YeJIOBEK, a IEMOH U3 MPEUCIIONHEH, T03TOMY U OCMETIUIICS MOJHSTh BOCCTAHUE, Hapyllas Bce
3aKOHBI IPUPOMEI U MOpasu. PaHbIlle OH He IPUHUMAJT TOCETUTENIEH, TOTOMY YTO He MOT
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOI0 UCTHHHYIO CYIIHOCTD, 60sICh OBITH 00HAPYKEHHBIM, 1 TOBOPHII, 4TO OoeeT. A
KOTZla 3aXBaTUT BIIacTh, OymeT TBOPUTH 3710 6e3 orpaHuyueHuit. [109TOMy ciyra mepeliesn Ha CTOPOHY
Benukou UHb 1 Havasn pacopoCcTpaHATh Ciyxu 0 MuH E.

B To Bpemsi ciyxoB 0 MuH E 651710 MHOXKECTBO, U JIIOOU 00BIYHO BOCIIPUHUMAIHY WX Kak myTKu. Ho Ha
3TOT pa3 CJIyX UCXOOUI OT OBIBIIEro TUYHOTO cIyrd MuH E, u 7o cBoero 6ercrsa oH [IeHCTBUTEIHHO
ObL1 06€CIIOKOEH, TIOCTOSTHHO MOJIMJICS. U TIPOCHJI IIOMOIIH ¥ 60r0B. 9TO 3aCTaBUJI0O HEKOTOPHIX JIIOEN
3aCOMHEeBATHCS, Be[Ib Y 0ORIYHOTO YeI0BeKa He MOTJjI0 OBITh TAaKMX I'Jla3, TOJILKO y JeMOHOB. Ho mocie
atoro MuH E, X0Ts1 u He 00bsICHSI, O0JIbIlIe He 007Nl ¥ He 3aKPBIBAJICS OT JIIOfeH, ¥ CIyXu
IIOCTETNIeHHO YTUXIIH.

Ho y MuH E pmelicTBUTeNbHO OBITM TaKKe HEOOLIUHEBIE T'J1a3a, ¥ Telleph 3TO MPOSIBUIIOCH BO IBOPIIE.

MuH E onycTumn ronoBy, HONYIPUKPHIB TJla3a, COXPaHss MpexHIioo 1mo3y. OH, Ka3anock, He
6ecnokouncs o ToM, uyTo 2KyH 1[39Hb yBULIEN €ero Ila3a, U CIIPOCUII IIPOCTO:

— [Touemy Bamie BricoyecTBo mpummnu?
C1oBHO TO, UTO OH CHenal, He OBIIO YeM-TO Y2KaCHBIM.

Ho xoTs 0OH MOT BUOETh U YYBCTBOBATH 3HAKOMBIN dapoMaT OCMaHTyCa, OH BC€ PAaBHO CHejlajl 3TO, mar
3d IIarom, YTOOBI Jepes3 IPUKOCHOBEHNKE OIIPEedEe/InTh, KTO 3TOT HEBUIUMEIM 4€JI0BEK.

OOBIUHBIH YeT0OBEK He CMOT OHl cHieniaTh Takoe, HO MuH E yMen co3maBaTh MaCKy U3 4eJI0BEUEeCKOU
KOXKY ¥ ObIJT Ype3BEIYAMHO 3HAKOM C aHATOMUEH JIHIIa.

[laxe ecnu 0o 3TOr0 OH HUKOTTa He Ipukacascs K nuny 2KyH L3gud.

XKyH 13586 cnerka Haxmypuicsa. OH BOPYT IOHSJI, YTO BO BpeMs npuctyna y Mus E, BO3MOXKHO, He
TOJIbKO T'JIa3a ObUIM TOpaXKeHHl, HO U CTyX. Kak HamucaHo B «3710M CEMeHU», BO BpeMs 60ne3Hu MuH
E He ciyman coo0uieHus1, BCe 3alIUCHBAIOCh U ITepenaBajock eMy. A ¢ ero 6OUTeNbHOCTEIO, OH
nomxeH OblT 3aMeTUTh ux ¢ Col Dy, KOT[a OHU BOIIIU B Caf, a He TOJIbKO KOT7la OH caM 3alllell B
KoMHaty. Torga rina3a MuH E ObITM 3aKpHITH, OH OLIYTHI IPUCYTCTBUE KOTO-TO B KOMHATe.



Tak 51 3T0?

Oymas 06 atoM, 2KyH L[39Hb IOQHAT PYKY ¥ Ha4as IUCcaTh NaiblleM Ha BHYTPEeHHE! CTOPOHEe PYKY,
KOTOpast CKUMaJla ero IIero.

[Toxa oH mHcal, ero MbIC/IA OJTyK[Aalu, OH AyMaJl, ToYyBCTByeT 1 MuH E 6onb, Beib B KHUTE
HUKOTa He OMUCHIBAJIOCh, YTO IIPOKMCXOAUT BO BpeMs ero npuctymnos. 2KyH LI3sgHb mogyMai, 4To OH,
BO3MOKHO, 0e3HafiekeH, Belb OH He MOT IIOHSTh, I0YeMy Tak fmoBepsieT MuH E.

Ky LI3aHb nHcan MenjieHHO, HO KaXoe CI0B0 ObU10 4eTKUM. OH CIIPOCHIT:
— ThI CABIIXII MEHSA?
MuH E cMOTpen Ha Hero.

2Kyn 1I3sHb ObIJT YMHBIM, HO CEYac OH IOCTYyTaJl Hepa3yMHO. B Takoi OmlacHOM CUTYyalliH, OH,
KOHEYHO, IOHUMaJI, 4TO 4eM Oosiblile 3Haelllb, TeM OllacHee CTaHOBUTCS. Ho 0H Bce paBHO 0e3
Kojieb6aHuH 3aal 3TOT BOIIPOC.

YMHBIN U TIIyIBIA — OIPOTUBOPEeUYUBLY XKyH LI34HE.

MuH E kuBHyn. Ero pyka Bce elne nexasa Ha wee 2KyH L3548, TOAYLIEYKY MaIbleB OLIYIaIln
IyJIbC, HO He OBIJI0 YyTPO3Hl, IPOCTO OH XOTEJN 3TO CHEeNaTh:

— Ecnu 67113K0, TO MOTYy.

OH, Ka3anoch, HaMmepeHHO gpa3Hui 2KyH LI3sHs, He YyTOYHAsA — 4TOo 3HA4YuT 67113K0? Ha KakoM
PaCCTOSTHHU OH MOXKET CIIBIIAaTh? ITO Oblla omnOKa, KOTOPYIO OH 0OBIYHO HUKOTTIa OBl He [OIYCTHII.

XKyH lI35Hb IpOU3HEC:
— Ara, — ¥ IpUMEPHO MIOHSAJI, YTO 3HAYUT «OIU3KO0».

OH omepcs Ha JTOKOTh, CllerKa MPUIIOAHSIICS, TI03BOJIAs CBOEH IlIee 0CTaBaTLCS B PyKe OPYTOro
YyeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIH, Ka3aJIoCh, B JTI000M MOMEHT MOT JIMIIKUThL er0 XKu3HU. Korma yejoBeK BHE3aITHO
TepsieT CIIoCOOHOCTh, HeOOXOOUMYIO [IJIs BRIXKMBAHUS, OH IeMCTBUTEIHFHO CTaHOBUTCS GoJiee
OCTOPOXKHLIM ¥ OpuTenbHeIM. XKyH L[35s/HF MOHUMAJ 3T0, 0CO6EHHO eciu 3To ObuT MuH E.

[ToaTOMy OH OBLI TOTOB IIOKOPHO ITOKa3aTh CBOIO O€3BPETHOCTE.

Korpa on nogusincs, 2KyH 1[351Hb CTONIKHYJICS C HOBOM mmpo6ieMoii. MuH E He mpuinaran ocoObx
yCUIHH, HO Jaxe 3TOTro OBIIO OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOLI OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0S1 HEYCTOMYUBLIM.
HepemnTenbHO OH IPOTSIHYJ PYKY, 00HSAT miedo MuH E u npubnu3uiics, 4ToObl IIOTOBOPUTD C HUM.

Ero BnaxkHoe ¥ y4allleHHOe [bIXaHKWe KOCHYNOCh yxa MuH E. ETo rojoc Okl MATKUM, C OTTEHKOM
o0eryeHus mocje MepexkuToro, CJIOBHO HaMepPeHHO KOKETIUBEINA. ITO ObII eIUHCTBEHHBIN 3BYK,
KOTOPBIY Hapyuua abCoMOTHYIO0 TUIMHY MUpa MuH E ¢ aToro gHs.

XKyH [139Hb CKa3a:
— OnU cKasanu, 4To TH 00JIeH, U S XOTeJl TPoBenaTh Teds.

U cnoBHO ¢ Xan000it mobaBul:



— Korpa s 111e1 ciofa, 3TO 3aHSII0 MHOTO BpeMeHH, XOPOIII0, YTO MEeHS HUKTO He 3aMETHJI, & TO YTO
OBl g mejiaji, eciiv OBl MeH$s IOMMAaJIH.

MuH E, BepOsSTHO, YCIHIIIaJ, HO He OTBETUII. Ero pykKa MeIeHHO MOgHSIack, OOJBIION Iael] yepcs
B momOopomok 2KyH LI3sHs, 3aCTaBsAs €r0 3aPOKUHYTh I'0JIOBY. [InuHHBEIEe pecHuIlsl 2KyH LI3sHs
OBLIM BIIAXKHBIMU, OH He OB TaK CIIOKOEH, KaK IIBITAJICS Ka3aThCH.

MuH E cMoTpen Ha Hero CBepxXy BHU3 CBOMMU TEMHO-KPACHEIMU IJIa3aMu:
— W 410 Xe BH yBUAeny, Bame BricouecTBo?

XKyn LI3sHb He oTBeTHNI. OH MeIJIeHHO MOPTHYJI, EIMHCTBEHHOE JBUKEHUE B 9TOM IIOYTH 3aCTHIBIIEM
B3TJIAME.

Mus E 6111 He B cebe.
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