Yka0 BoaHbYKIH YXKe He MOT' BOCIIDUHUMATh HUYETO OPYTroro, TOJIBKO YCJIBIIIIAB, 9YTO TOT OTIIYCKA€ET
€ro, OH MTHOBEHHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI O6J'I€1"‘-I€HI/I6, ITOCIIEIIHO IOIIPOIIAJICA U 6p0CI/IJ'IC$I B XOJIOODHYIO
HOYE.

OH He MOHMMaJ, KakK BCE gouuio [0 3Toro, FO Yxkao, ero Bcé 6oJiee SIBHO MPOSBIISIOMIANACS CKBEPHBIH
XapakTep OBUI Tak Hal€K OT ero MpefcTaBIeHUu, YTO OH He MOT C 9TUM CIIPaBUTHCS — HO 3TO OBIIO
elllé HU4ero, Ho...

9TO MPOMU3OIILIO0 TakK OBICTPO!
9T0 OBINIO CITUIIIKOM YHU3UTEIBHO.

OH 0BT 0XBaueH MYKCKUM CTHIIOM U He MOT flake Ha MIrHOBeHMe cMoTpeTh Ha HO Uxkao, moatomy He
3aMeTuJI, YyTo mocie ero yxoma H0 UYxkao He oTHas rps3HbIEe MITAHEL CIyraM AJiS CTUPKHU, KaK OH
TOBODUJI PAHBIIIE, a...

[IBepb C rPOXOTOM 3aKphUIaCh, OTTOPOLUBILUCE OT XOJIOGHOTO BeTpa U JoXas cHapyxu. 0 Yxkao
OIIyCTHUJI IJ1a3a, CXKaJl anblbl ¥ MEAJIEHHO IOTPY3UJI UX B TKaHb.

9T0 OBLIU TOJILKO UTO CHSTHIE IITaHHE YKao BaHbUXKIHA, KOTOpHIE, OyIy4YHM HageTHIMU Ha TEJo, BCE
ellé COXPAaHSJIK eTo TEIJIO0, U B pyKaX OHU ObLIM TEMIBIMUA U MSATKUMH.

OHu OBITM TAKUMU XK€, KaK ¥ WX XO3SMH, KOTOPHIN BHI3bIBAJI Y HETO TAKKe XKe OIIyLIeHUS.
Kpome Toro, OBI10 e1g. ..

HO Yxkao pasmyn HO3[pH, OH He MOT BHETh, HO MOT YYBCTBOBATH 3allaX, TAWHO
PACIPOCTPAHSIOUIUKCS B BO3Ayxe. ITO ObIT 3amax Ykao BoHbYKIHA, CMEIIAHHBIN C IETKUM 3allaxoM
mora, 671aroBoHUH U 60Jiee CHUIIbHLIM, IBHEIM 3aIlaXOM.

OH BCTIIOMUHAJ, KaK TOT BEJ cebs B €eT0 pyKaX, CAepKaHHOe, OBICTPOe JBIXaHUE, XPUTIIIBIN, HU3KUH
CTOH, HAIPSI2KEHHAs!, MITKasi ¥ yIpyras I0sSCHULA.

9T10 OBLNIa ero mobsIua.

OH He CIemu MPOTJIOTUTh €€, TIOTOMY 4TO 3almTa Ykao BaHbuk9Ha OblJIa HACTONIBKO Cl1aboii, YTo
OH OBUT yBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET IIOUMaTh er0 — K 3TOMY MOMEHTY OH yKe IOYTH [oOuscs ycuexa, He
TaK u?

On IIpEeanovYnuTall UCII0JIb30BaTh XKeJjlaHue, OTOHb m00BH ¥ HEJKHEIE CJI0BA B KaUeCTBe IIpUMaHKH,
YTOORI 3aCTABUTH €T0 CAaMOI'0 BOWTH B €T0 CETH.

Ho mo sToro oH He IIPOTHUB IIOJIYYUTHE HEMHOT' O IIPOIIEHTOB...

On OTKHHYJI I'OJIOBY Ha CIIMHKY KpecCJia, €T0 6J'IeJIHI>Ie IIIEKU ITOCTEIIEHHO IMOKPBIINCh CTPAHHBIM
PyMsAHIIEM, U 3allaX B BO3OYyXe CHOBa CTAJl CUJIbHEE.

Uxkao BoubuxkoH He 3HaJ, uTo HO Ykao cOoenaj ¢ ero mTaHaMA.

9T0 Gbiya yKe rinyboKasi 3uMa, OH LIEN 110 OCBEIIEHHOMY KOPHUIOPY, XOJIOOHEIN BETED, AYBILUN B
JIUIIO, YHEC €T0 CMYIIeHNe, U IOCTENIeHHO BO3HUKIIO IPYTOe YyBCTBO — CMeCh CMeXa U CIIE3.

OH TOTEp NUI0, PA3yMHO AyMasi, UTO 9TO OBIIO BIIOJIHE HOpMasbHO, Bemb FO Ykao OBIT Tak BHE3alleH,
K TOMY K€ OH OBIT er0 JTI00MMBIM YeJTIOBEKOM, C KOTOPEIM OH OBIT BMECTE KaXKIBIU EeHb.



FO Ykao cruImkoM moOusl pa3HuTh €ro, OH C COXKaleHHeM IOAyMaJll, YTO KOTa TOT IOMPABUTCS, OH
Oonbie He OymeT Tak ero 6ajoBaTh.

OH pelIus, YTo BCE MOHSJ, U B ITOCIeAYIOIINEe THU OH CIIOKOMHO ITPOMOJIZKAJl TOTaKaTh 9TOH
6e306ugHoi mpuBEIYKe FO Yxkao.

B xon1e kKoH1OB, Befpb HO Ykao certyac HU4Yero He MOT CheJlaTh, U €CJIX OH MOT CAejlaTh ero HeMHOI'0
CYacTJIMBee B Ipefiefiax CBOMX BO3MOXKHOCTEH, TO IIoYyeMy OBl U HET?

OH Bcerma UCIBITEIBA OOJIBINYI0 HEXKHOCTE K F0 Yxkao.

Hactynun kanyH HoBoro roga, oHM BMecTe C ceMbel YKao YCTPOUIN MPa3gHUYHbIM YKUH — K
obneryennio Yxkao BanbukaHa, O0IBIIMHCTBO YJIEHOB CeMbH UYKa0 0Ka3a/IuCh YOUBUTEIILHO
IPUSATHBIMU JTIOABMHU, ¥ OHU He OTHOCUIIUCH K FO YKao ¢ TOM BHICOKOMEPHOCTHIO, KOTOPYIO OH
M3HayvaJbHO OIacajiCs, a Te HEMHOTHE, KTO OB He B IyXe, U3 YBaXKeHUS K 0TIy U MaTepu YKao, BCE
JKe CTapaluch ObITh BEKJIMBEIMHU, U 3TOTO OBLIIO JOCTATOYHO.

Kak Tpetuit pe6€HOK B ceMbe ka0, y Ukao BaHbuzkaHa OBIJIO elllé [Ba cTapiux OpaTa, 06a Oblin
BBIJAIONTAMHUCS MOJIOOBIMU TaJIaHTAMH, ¥, €CJIH He MMPOU30UIET HUYero HeoKUIAaHHOT0, UMEHHO OIUH
13 HUX YHACJIeOyeT ceMbio Ykao, TO ecTh B OyaymieM Yxkao BaHbUKIHY He IPUOETCS UMETH JIEJIO C
3THMHU POICTBEHHUKAMH, KOTOPHIX OH BU[IEN pa3 B T'Of.

[Tpa3mHUYHBIN YKUH COCTOSJI U3 CBETCKUX PA3rOBOPOB, IIYTOK, UI'P C BUHOM U BBIIUBKU. Bups, 4To
FO Uxao He moOuT Takou mymM, Ykao BaHBEYKIH cOCaics Ha IJI0X0€e CaMOUYyBCTBUE CBOEY JKEHHI U
IIOIIPOCHII, YTOOHL €T0 ITOpaHbllle IPOBOAMIN B KOMHATY. CaM OH 3afepaJcs [0 rIy0oKoi HOuH, 1

TOJIBKO TOI'Ia CMOT BEIPBATHCS.

OH pake He yCIIeJl IepeoeThCs, C 3aax0M aJIkorosis Ha cefe OH oTmpaBuics B KoMHaTy IO Uxkao,
TIOTOMY 4YTO XOTEJI B IEPBYI0 MUHYTY HOBOTO rofla MoJapuTh eMy TINATeIbHO MOATOTOBIEHHEIH
TIOIAaPOK: CIIEIMaIbHO IPUTOTOBIIEHHOE BUHO TYyCYy.

Cset B KomHaTe KO YxKao BCE elne ropern.

Y:ka0 BoaHBUKIH B 9TOT Beuep BBITUII HEMHOTO G0JIbIlle, ¥ ero pa3yM ObLT He TakK SCeH, OH JIMIIb
CHMBOJIMYECKH TTOCTy4Yas B IBEPh U Cpa3y XkKe BOIIEN, yBUAeB, uTo FO UKao CUOUT y OKHA, JTUI[OM K
OKHY, CJIOBHO O YEM-TO Pa3MHIIIISET.

TyCKmBIi CBET TaMITBI ITOKPHIJI €70 T'YCThIe YEPHBIE PECHUIIBI JIETKOM 30JI0TOM OBIMKOM, a Ha ero JIuile
7exKajy TAXHUe TeHHU, fellasl ero MOX0XKUM Ha, Hy, 30JI0TYI0 ITUYKY, OMMHOKO KUBYIIYIO B TITyOOKOM
[IBOpe 3HATHOTO 4YeJioBeKa, 0e3 apy3eii, 0e3 MecTa, KyJa MOKHO IOUTH, ¥ eOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA
MOKET [eflaTh KaXOblid IeHb, 3TO CUETh ¥ OKHA U XKOaTh BO3BpallleHUs X03IHHa.

Uka0 BoaHBUKOH paccMesisicsl Haf cBoel 6ecrmouBeHHOM (haHTa3uel, Kak KO Yxkao mMor OBITh
ITUYKOU, KOTOpas HUKyAA He MOXKEeT ITOUTH?

OH OBl HUKOTTA He 3alep ero B KJIIETKeE.
Ycnrimas myM, FO UYxkao 06epHycsa U ¢ HeXKHOU yIRIOKOM CcKa3all:
— Bepnyca?

YKa0 BaHbYKIH IOUYBCTBOBAJI TPENET B CEPALE:



— M-Mm, BepHyIICA.

OH 3akpsii ABeph u HampaBmwics K KO Yxkao. Ero moxogka Ovlna yCTOWYNUBOM, He TIOX0KeH Ha MbSHOTO
YyeJi0BeKa, HO CUJIbHBIY 3allaxX aJKOroJis yKe BhIaBall ero.

FO Yka0 B3gOXHYII, CJIOBHO C COXKAaJIEHUEM:
— [ToueMy He CMEHWJI OfieKy CHavasa?

Yskao BaHbUKAH IIar 3a I1aroM IOAOIIEN K HEMY, ToKadas OyTHUIKY BUHA B PyKe, 3aTeM
HaAKJIOHUJICS, OHOM PYKO OIEPCS Ha IOAJIOKOTHUK Kpecya U YIBIOHYIIC:

— [ToTOMy 4YTO CIIEIIXIT IPUUTH, BHIIIUTE C TOOOM.

Korpa oH OTKpHBII POT, 3amax ajkoroyisd ropsado ygapun B nuno O Yxao. FO Yxao cnerka
HaXMYPHUJICS, TPUTBOPUBILKCH, UTO He CIILIIIUT 3ByKa BUHA, IJIEIIyIIerocs B OyTHIIKE, U, IPUIIYPUB
rja3a, CIIPOCU:

— Kak nutn?

Ykao BoaHbuK9H nmomymarii, 4TO OH XMYPHUTCA K3-3d TOI'0, YTO €My HEIIPUATEH 3allaX aJIKOTroJid, U’
IMOCIIEITHO OTBEPHYJICS, U3BUHAACE:

— 4 Tebs 3amaxom He cMyTun? MoxeT, CHayasia IIPOBETPIOCh...

He ycnen oH 3akoHUMTH, Kak FO YKao MOgHSI PYyKY, TIOBEPHYJI €T0 UIO0 K ce0e, IOTHSIICS U TOYHO
3aKPHIJI €70 POT CBOUM.

9TOT moIeNyit He ObUT JOJITUM, OH JIMIIb ITPOBETT I3BIKOM MEXIY ero cjerkKa MPHUOTKPHITEIMU I'y0aMu
¥ OTCTPAHHUJICS, OJHA PyKa yzKe 00BHUJIA €ro e, Clierka MacCupys COCYMHL.

OH ¢ ynBIOKOM CIIPOCUIT:
— Bort Tak nuth?

Pa3yM, 3aTyMaHeHHBIH aNKoTrojieM, paboTas ropa3fgo MefyieHHee, 4eM 00bYHO, YKao BaHbYKIH BCE
emié OBUT B 3aMeIIaTe/IbCTBE, He TIOHUMAast CMBICTIA €0 CJIOB, HO, CIe[ysT MHCTUHKTY, IIPOU3HEC:

— Tloueny# eme pas.

[TomonyaB, TUXO CKa3aJl:

— XKesna...

O Ykao ocTaHOBUIICS, CO CTPAHHBIM BRIpAKEHHEM JIUIIA:
— ...2KeHa?

— M-M... — Yxao BoHBYKIH He MOT YJIOBUTh TOHKUX U3MEHEHHUU B €ro0 IoJIoCe, TOJIBKO IIOMHUJI, YTO
He JOJIXKeH OBITh IPyOBIM, TI09TOMY BEZKJIMBO CIIPOCUJI, — MOXKHO eIl€ pa3 molenoBaTh? Ca04uxkao?

OH HaKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY, Topsiyell 1eKoM mpuxKacs K xonogHou pyke FO Yxkao, riny6oKo B3OOXHYI:

— TBos pyKa Takas IpUsTHAS.



Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI OH CHOBA OIYCTHJICS HAa KOPTOYKH, B3SI7T 3Ty PYKY B CBOU JIAJOHU, COTPEBAS
IbIXaHWEM, ¥ CO B3[[OXOM CKa3al:

— I[ToueMy OHa HMKAK HE COTPEBAETCS?
OH SBHO yXKe 3a0BlT 0 CBOEM MPEIBIAYINEM XKeJTaHUU MOLeIys.

[Tpomepxas pyky 0 Ukao HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, OH BOPYT BCIIOMHUJI, 3aY€M IIPUIIENT, XJIOIHYJI ce0sl 110
10y ¥ CcKa3all:

— BrimbeM BuHA?

Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE HalllKa BUHA OblJla HEYBEPEHHO BjI0XKeHa B mpaByio pyKy O Uxkao. O Yxkao
JIETOHBKO IIPOBEJT OOMIBIINM IIaJIbIleM II0 CTeHKE YalllKi, C HeIIOCTUKUMBIM BhIpakKeHUEeM JIUIa TUXO
CIIPOCHIIL:

— Yro B 3TOM BUHE?

UYkao BoaHBYKOSH C TOPAIIMMY Ila3aMyd TAUHCTBEHHO CKa3all:
— Tam gTo0-TO XOpoIIeEe.

— YT0 MMEHHO?

YKao BaHBYKIH MMOKayas r0JI0BOM:

— He ckaxy. THI BLIIBEIIL U Y3HAEIIIb.

O Yxkao OIIyCTHIJI I'lTa3ad, CJIIOBHO O YEM-TO IIogyMmall, Ha ero JJune IoaBUuIdaCh JIETKas TeHb X0JI0Aa, HO
B I'0JI0Ce He OBII0 HU panoCTH, HX THEBaA:

— Tpetuii 6part, TH ciblIan ucTopuio o benoi 3mee?

B nerenpe Ciou Csub, moBepuB HaroBopaMm ®a Xas, B meHb [Ipa3gauka JIomok-I[IpakoHOB IpUTIaCUI
Benyio 3Mel0 BEIMUTEL BUHA C XKEJITHIM BUHOM, KOTOPOE MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh €€ TI0KAa3aTh CBOIO HCTUHHYIO

hopmy.

OH, KOHEYHO, He IIPOCTO TaK IIPEAIIOJIOZKHUII 3TO. Benb c Tex II0P, KaK OHU ITO3HAKOMUIJIUCE, Yxkao
BsHbYXKIH HUKOIIa HE CKPEIBAJI OT HEr0O HUYETro, JaxKe eCJIM OeJI0 KaCaJIOCh KU3HU U CMEPTHU, OH
BCerga 4eCTHO IIPH3HaBaJICAd.

Temneps e OH CKPEIBaJI YTO-TO B Yalllke BUHA.
YxKa0 BaHBYKIH HAXMYPUJICH:
— Benas 3mes? Kto Takas benas 3mes? Y MeHs eCTh XKeHa.

IO Yxao crmerka HaxMypu1 OPOBHU, IIHITASICh TOHATH, IIPUTBOPSIETCS. OH UJIU NENUCTBUTEILHO HE
IOHUMaeT.

OH, KOHeYHO, He OBl T0X0XK Ha Benyio 3melo U3 jereHabl. XoTs OH U 1001 Ykao BaHbUXKIHA, HO
€CITM BO3HUKAIM I0JI03PEeHNs, OH He CcTasl Okl MogBepraTh ce0st OITaCHOCTH M3-3a 3TOM I00BH.

TonbKo yOeouBIINCh, YTO BUHO 6e301acHO, OH OBl BHITIUTI €TO.



Ecnu Ykao BoHbUYKIH HE CKAXKeT, TO OH He CTaHEeT IIUTh.

OH...
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