I[Topm yrpo3oit ocTaThCsi 6€3 TOTOMCTBA HU3KOPOCBIN MyKUYKMHA B3IPOTHYI ¥, PhIJas ¥ IPUUUTAS,
ounyncs: «Ilomanute, nomapuTe! S Bcero UL XKalnKui KaMeHOTEC, S CeJall BCE, UTO JOJKeH
ObLJI, ¥ HE CKaXXy HU CJIOBa JIMLITHETO, TOJILKO IIPOIITY, OTIYCTUTE MeHs! d—»

OTOT HU3KOPOCTIbIA MyKUKMHA OBIT HE KTO HHOM, KaK KaMeHIUK YxKaH.

OH BHITTAJIUII BCE 3TO, OaXe He YCIIeB IIOJIHOCTBIO OTKPEITE I'Nla3d, — BHUOHO OBITIO, KAaK OOJITO OH
JEeP2&KaJll 3TH CJIOBA B cebe u Kak THIAQTEJIbBHO TOTOBHUJICA UX IIPOU3HECTH.

OpnHako, MOTHOCTRIO IIpuns B ce0s1 ¥ 0OKa3aBIIKUCh I1on4 0e3MOIBHEIM B3TJIsAOOM ‘-IépHOl"O HCTHHHOTO
APaKOHa, OH He yCIIeJI JOTOBOPUTH, KaK IIPOTJIOTHUII OCTABIIYyIOCA YaCTh (1)pa3bl, " JINIIO ero
II03€eJIeHeIIo.

«He ocTanaBnuBaiicsi, mpomomnxaii», — ronoc Ciwos CsHs OBLI X0J0[eH, KaK BOJla B CaMble JIIOTHIE
MOPO3HI.

[Toka oH roBOpHJI, €III€ OJHA TEMHAs MOJIHUS, BEI3BaHHAS UM C Hebec, 0CTaHOBHUIACh B BO3MYXe,
IPSIMO Hap ronoBor KameHmuka YxkKaHa.

Hu3KopOoCHbi MyXK4YUHA TYT JKe UCIYTaCs O0 MOTePU pacCyaKa, HU CeKYHOB He MeJisi, BhITaIuI:
«$1-51-51 TONBKO YTO TOBOPUII BCSIKYIO €PYHAY, 3TO He OBIJIO HallpaBIeHO MPOTHB Bac! 4 mpocTo... 5
IIPOCTO y2Ke HEeCKOJIbKO MecCsIeB CKPHIBAIOCh OT KPEOUTOPOB, ¥ Y MEeHS HE OCTAJIOCh BEIXOfIa, II09TOMY
I 3aIIePCS B 9TOM JIOME U Hay4YUJICS Y OOHOT'O JaoCa CTAaBUTh 3alUTHEIM Oapbep, YTOOH XOTh KaK-TO
BBIXKUTB, YMOJISIIO, OTIIYCTUTE MEHS!»

«Thl myMaems, IyxoB oOMaHels?» — Ci09 CaHb XMEIKHYII. «Ecnu Obl Te0s IpecienoBanu 00EYHEE
KPeIuTOpHI, 3aueM Tebe ObI0 ObI CTaBUTHL Gapbep?»

Kamenmiuk Yxkan OPO2KaJl, He CMeSd OTBETUTE.

«CKaXx#, OTKyfa ThI B35J1 KOCTh IpaKOHa IJji TOr0 MeYa?» — BHe3allHo BMelnasncsa CioaHb MUHb,
HanoMHUB C03 CSHIO O TJIaBHOM.

«KocTb npakoHa?» — KameHIIuK YKaH, Ka3a0Ch, ObIJT TOTPSICEH A0 IIyOUHEL AYIIN U IIETIOTOM
nmoBTOpun: «KoCTh IpakoHa?»

Ero B3rmsag BcTpeTuncst co B3rasmoM Cio3 CsHsI, ¥ OH YyTh He 06MOYMIICS CHOBA.

[TogymaTh TONBKO, OH, CAM TOT'O He 3Hasl, IPUHEC ¢ co00i KOCTh UCTUHHOIO APaKOHa, [ia elle u
BBIPE3aJT U3 HEE MeY, 3aTayuBasi ¥ yKpallas y30paMH...

[Tpenku-u-u — HeyKeJu OH elllé XKuB?!

Kamenmuk YkaH 3aKaTHJI I'71a3a, TOTOBHIM CHOBA ITOTEPSATH CO3HAHUE, HO YCIIbIIIAT JIESHY0 YyTPO3y:
«Ecnu TH 3aKpOeIlh ri1a3a, TO 00JIbIlle UX HE OTKPOEIIb».

Kamenmuk YxkaH: «...»

C nunoMm, IOJTHBEIM OTYasiHUS, OH CKa3al: «4l mpaBha He 3HaJ, YTO 3TO... f... y MEHS eCTb
CIIOCOOHOCTH BUMIETH TO, UETo APyrue He BUAAT. Torpa s yBUAEs B 3eMJie KaKOK-TO CBET U... HE CMOT
yoepXkaThCsl, pacKomas ¥ Halllel 9Ty KOCTh. {1 moAayMas, 4To oHa HeoOb'YHasi, BO3MOXKHO, YTO-TO
CBSILIIEHHOE, U B35 C CO00#. ['0BOPST XK€, YTO OCTPOE OpyXkKKe OTTOHSIET 3710, BOT S U... BRIPE3a U3
Heé MeY [JIs 3aITUTHL...»



[Top B3rnsimoM Cios CsiHSI OH IpOKas BCE CUIIbHEE, U TOJIOC ETO CTAHOBUJICS BCE THUIIIE.
«['me THI 9TO BHIKOIIAJI?»
Kamenmuk Yxan orBeTus: «Ha... Ha rope y pexm».

«THI 4TO, CJTOBa BHIIaB/IMBaEIIb IT0 OgHOMY?» — TeprneHue Cio3 CsaHs OblI0 Ha mpefene. «HyxHo,
4YTOORI 51 TeOs IIOOCTETHYI?»

«HeT-HeT, He Hago...» — KaMeHIUK YXKaH 4yTh He 3amakall. «MeHs Toraa Belu ¢ 3aBsI3aHHBIMU
r7a3aMy, ¥ TOJIbKO Ha MeCTe CHSIM oBsi3Ky. Ha rope He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX yKa3aTeslel, s paBfa He
MOTY CKa3aTh TOYHO, TOJIbKO IIOMHIO, YTO C TOPHI Obl/Ia BUAHA peKa, y3Kasd 1 OypHas, IIyM BOJIH OBIT
IyTaOLUN».

Cro5 CsiHb 4yTh He B30pBaJICd OT SIPOCTH, ¥ MOJIHUS, BUCEBILAs B BO3AyXe, C TPOXOTOM yAapuiia
IpsaMO Hap ronoBoy KameHumka YxaHa.

ToT 3amep, Kak rpoboBas [OCKa, He CMesl NTOIIEeBEINTHCS, U CIE3Hl BEICTYIIUIIN Ha Ila3ax.
«Yro Tebs 3acTaBuNM fenaTh?» — cupocuin CioaHb MUHB.

Kamenmuk YxaHn, 671egHBIM KaK CMePTh, OTBETWI: «Besenu Brpe3aTh CeMb KAMEHHBIX 3aMKOB U OBYX
CTpaxen TPOOHUIIEI».

CroaHb MUHB KMBHYJI, [OCTa/I U3 IIOTAaHOTO KapMaHa TOHKHWU JTUCT OyMaru ¥ pa3BepHYI ero nepen
HUM: «3TOT Y30 THl BEIPE3an?»

«Jla-ga! Mmenno atot! Korpma s BeIpe3a, s YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO y30p 00jIafjlaeT CHUJION, U CIIPOCUIT UX,
OHM CKa3aJld, 4TO 3TO y30p HOJITOJIeTUs U yaa4yu, 04eHb MOIIHEIM. HO OTKyZa y Bac, HaCTaBHUK, 3TOT
OTIIEYATOK?»

«C TBOMX KaMeHHHIX 3aMKOB», — 0TBeTUIl CioaHb MuHb. «Celidyac OHU, BEPOSITHO, JTeXKaT Ha JHE
peku. A Tena, IpUBsI3aHHBIE K HUM, THl 3HAEIIh?»

«Tema?» — KameHmK YKaH, M0X0Ke, HUKOTHA He OyMaJl, YTO er0 KAMEeHHEIE 3aMKH MOTYT OBITh
CBSI3aHHI C KAKUMHU-TO TEJIaMH, ¥ MOCIEITHO 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOM. «S1... s He 3Ha0, 5T TPOCTO BEIPE3al
Betry. Korga TOT 4enoBeK MPHUIIET KO MHE, OH TOJIBKO CKa3aJsl, YTO MoX paboTsl 061agaoT 0co0oii
CHJIOH, s TIOMyMaJl, YTO KaKOH-To Oorad U3 IPYroro ropofia 3akasajl MHe YTO-TO [/ YKpallleHus, s He
OXHUOAM...»

OH 3amoryai, 3aTeM J00aBuil: «B mocmemHee BpeMsi MOSI JKH3Hb TOXKe CTajla HECIIOKOMHOM, KaK
OyATO KTO-TO XOUET MOel CMepTH. f He MOTYy ITOHATH, C KEM 5 MOT IIOCCOPUTHCS, EMUHCTBEHHOE
CTpaHHOE — 3TO TOT CJIy4ay, BOT 4 HU... IPAYYChb».

C103 CssHB CMOTpETI Ha HETo, 3aCTaBJIsAs TOT0 Ipo0UpaTh APOXKb, U HAaKOHEI] XOJIOOHO IPOU3HEC:
«YenoBek, KOTOPHIY NIPUBEN Te0S Ha Topy, ocTaBul Tebe 4To-HUOyIb?»

«Yro-uHubyns? YTO UMEHHO?»
C103 Csanb oTBeTUN: «4TO YTrOMHO, MUIIb OBl 3TO MTOOKIBAJIO B €T0 PyKax».

Kamenmmuk YxkaH yxKe X0TeJl 3aMOTaTh I'0JIOBO#M, HO BAPYT XJIOMHYI ce0s 1mo 6enpy: «Ax, TouHo! EcTh
OJHa Bellp!»



«YTO0 UMEHHO?»

«YépHas NoBsI3Ka, KOTOPOM MHE 3aBsS3bIBAJIM I'71a3a, s €€ coxpanui! He mocmen BEIOPOCUTE...» —
cka3an KaMmeHnuk YxkaH.

C1o3 Csanb xMbeIKHY: «Hy 1 xpabpen».

Kamenmiuk YxKaH, CIIOTHIKASACh U IIOYTH MOI3KOM, 3abexkai BO BHYTPEHHIOIO KOMHATY W BBEITAIITUAJI
KyCOK ‘-IépHOIZ TKaHH, HEM3BECTHO CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH TaM HpOHe}KaBH_II/II;I ¥ MBUIH JIH €€ 3006me.

CroaHb MuHB, clerKa MOPIIACh OT JIETKOTO OTBpallleHus, coOupancs HauTh YTO-HUOyOb, YTOOH He
KacaTbCsS TKaHU PyKaMH.

C103 CsaHb, YBUIEB, KaK OH XMYPUTCS, ¥ BCIIOMHUB €T0 MPeIbIAyIIyI0 peaKIuio, IPOCTO IPOTSIHY
Jamy ¥ IepexBaTU TKaHb.

CrooaHb MuHDb Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMe]p, IOCMOTPEB Ha HETO.
Cro3 CsaHb, He T7IA[4 Ha HETO0, paBHOAYIIHO CcKa3a: «Ilomm».
«...» — Croanp MuHb IOMOT4YaJ, 3aTeM CIpocuil: «Kyma?»

«Ha He60», — oTpe3an Cio3 CsHb, 3aTeM moBepHYIICSA K KameHIuKy YxkaHy: «XBaTUT OpPOkKaTh, Kak
JIUCT, IIOMIEM CO MHOM».

Croanb Muns: «Ecnu s npaBUIbHO IOHUMAI0, Thl COOMpaelIbcss BePHYThCS B oM JIy? Tl Xo4elb
IIOUTH TyLa B TaKOM BULE?»

OH npoBeén B3rIAmoM 10 OrpoMHOMY Teny Croa CaHs.
Cros CaHb: «...»
OH OBUI TaK 30711, YTO YYTh HE OTIIPABUJICS B IIyTh UMEHHO TaK.

Ho cetiyac oH He Mor BEPHYTLCS B (l)OpMy MaJIEHBKOT'O IPAKOHYHUKa — €ro 2KMUJIbI, KOXKad U KOCTH BCE
eU.Ié ropeiid, CXKaThCAd He II0JIy4aJIOCh. Ecnu He IIpeBpPaiaThCA B MAJIEHBKOTO IPAKOHA, OCTaBaJICA
TOJIBKO YeJI0BeYEeCKHUN 00JIHK.

Croanb MUHB ITOKa3al eMy CBEPTOK C OfEKIOH.

Cro9 CsHb CXBATHII €T0 JIAIOH, U €T0 OPaKOHBs MOPAa 3aCThl/Id, KaK KaMEHHad MaCKa — BOT BOIIPOC:
€ro HeIHEIlIHee TeJIO He IIPOoJie3eT HU B OOAHY KOMHATY, TaK Kdk, ‘-IépT BO3bMH, EMY OOETLECA-TO, a?

HebGeca, momKHO OBITH, 3aBUAOYIOT €TI0 KpaCOoTe, pa3 TaK Hal HUM U3JE€BAIOTCA...

YuuTeiBas ero npexHu 06pa3 KU3HU U BO3BHILIEHHOE N00XKeHKWe, Ci03 CsHb OBITT APAKOHOM,
BeCbMa [JOPOXKUBIIUM CBO€U pelnyTaluei, 1o KpaiHel Mepe, OH caM TakK CYuTall.

9TO «IOPOKUTE PemyTaluei» He OblJI0 aOCOMIOTHBIM — B HEKOTOPHIX CITydasx OH MOT HEMHOTO
TIOCTYTIUTHCS IPUHITUIIAMU, OBITh HE CTOJIb IIeTeTUIRHEIM. HanmpuMep, Kora OH, CUAS CI03Ka PYKH,
TOJIBKO SI3BIKOM TIOTOHSIJI KHUKHOTO 4uepBsi L[3sHa [IuHuHa, umu Korpa 6e3 3a3peHust COBECTH TSIHYII
neneru y Croanb Muns. Ho B Ipyrux CUTyalusiX OH HE MOT' HU Ha MOTY OTCTYIIUTh — HaIpUMeDp,
KOT'Zla [eJI0 KacaloCh ero BHEIIHeT0 BULA U JOCTOMHCTBA.



Bynp ceiivac OH B IIOJTHOM 3OPaBUH, LNkl U HEBPEAUMEIi, TO yCTh CMOTPSIT — HeBeIuKa 6efa, ero
durypa 6bly1a UTO HaflO, la U OH He OOBIYHEIN YeI0BeK, ofgeBascs Obl ORICTPO.

Ho ceftuac oH ObIT IIOJIyIlapaJIn30BaH, OBUTAJICA C TPYOOM, X OCTAaBATLCA I'OJIBIM, Id eH.Ié 104
CHHUCXOOUTEJIbHBIM B3TJIAOOM 3TOI'O JIBICOT'O MOHAXa, OBLITO YXKe CIIMIIKOM.

B o6u1em, ogHa MEICTTB 06 9TOM CUTYaL[MK 3aCTaBIIsyIa €r0 CKpuneTsh 3ybamu. Jlyyire Gkl 1o
TIOBECHUJIH, Y€M TaK YHUKATHCS.

Cro3 CaHb ¢ KaMeHHBIM JIUIIOM IToCcMOTpen Ha KaMeHIuka YxkaHa 1 X0JI0OHO cKalan: «Chenai
O[IOJIXKeHVEe, BDEMEHHO OTKUHb HOTHU».

Kamenumk YxkaHn: «...» [lorogu, OTKUHYTh HOTH — 3TO XK€ YMepeTh, 0 KAKOM «BPEMEHHO» PeYb?!

Ho aToT mpenok GbIT MAacCTEPOM Ha BCe PYKH: HE MOXKHUOASICH OTBETA, OH TYT XK€ 0OPYIINUIT IBE
MOJIHUY, CHOBa Hanyras KameHmuka YxaHa 10 oOMOpoOKa.

Kamenmuk YxkaH OBIT TPYCOM, IIyTaICS OO CJIE3 U TEPSJI CO3HaHUE OT MaJIeHIIero nyma, C HUM ObIIO
nerko cupaButhkcs. Ho Cioanb MuHb OBLUT APYTHUM...

Cro5 CsiHb Mpay4HO ITOCMOTPEJNT Ha HET0 U TUXO cKalan: «Hy 4To, Kak Tebs ynoxuth? A monpobyio Bce
METOIBI?»

Ciooanb MuHE: «...» ITOT HETOOAN CHOBa Hayas BecTu cebst 6e3pacCynHo.

Cambi I'IpOCTOfI crioco6 YIIOXKHUTH YE€JIOBEKa 0e3 Co3HaHUSI — YOApPHUTE 110 TOJIOBE. Cr03 CsIHb IOOHSI
JIally 1 Ha4aJl Pa3MaXUBaTh €10 IIepen JIMIOM U 3ad rosnoBoy Croanb MuHs, COBEPHIEHHO HE CUUTAsACh C
YYBCTBAMMU IIOCIIEJHETO.
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