— Crapyxa JI10? — HeBOJIbHO BhIPBanoch y Cio3 CaHs.
— O-3X...
CHOBa pa3fasncs TOT XkKe yCTaJblid, TPOTSAXKHLIM B3[0X.

C103 Csus OyKBaJIbHO IlepelepHyo. PadyMeeTcs, ero OyMaxkHas IIKypKa He MOTJia IOKPHITHCS
MypallkaMHy, U 0esno ObUIo He B cTpaxe. [IpOCTO MBICTB 0 TOM, YTO KTO-TO CIIOCOOEH 3aTOYUTh
CcOOCTBEHHYI0 MaTh ITOJl HOMOM pafu 6J1aromoydusi, BbI3biBala TOIMTHOTY. HEKOTOpHIe JTIOu B CBOEH
MEP30CTH YXUTPSIIUCH OBITh YAUBUTEIHHO M300peTaTETbHEIMHU.

Takoro criHa 3aBOOUTh — JIy4lie KepPHOB B IOMe J:[ep}KaTB!

Croanb MuHb IOOHSI KaMEHHBIH XKEPHOB Pa3MEpPOM YyTh OOJIbINE JTAMOHU U3 MBI ¥ ITOJI0XKHUIT Ha
3emmio. OH CHEPHYII XKENTHIM TanuCMaH, 0OMOTAaHHbIM BOKPYT KEJIe3HOH IeNH, YUPKHYIT TyYHHKOHN U
CXKEr ero goTia.

[Toka Tanucman ropej, Cios CsiHb, 60ITABIIMICS Y MOHAxXa Ha I05ICe, TOYYBCTBOBAJI HaBI34YHBOE
«I3UHbKAHbe», OYOTO KTO-TO IMOCTYKKMBAJ MaJIeHbKUM MOJIOTOYKOM I10 KOCTSIM. OIHUM CJIOBOM,
ouryuieHue ObII0 HETIPUSITHOE.

OTOT KEPHOB IIPOJIeXKaJ IO 3eMJIEN HUKAK He MEeHbIIe TPEX JIeT, BIUTAB B ce0s BCIUYECKYI0 CKBEPHY
1 37100y CO BCeX CTOPOH. Temepp, KOTHa TalCMaH COXKTJIHM, CKOBHIBABINIASI €T0 HEUHCTAs CHJIa CTaja
paccenBaThCs, ¥ HEKOTOpas peakuus Oblna ecTecTBeHHa. Ho ecnu gaxe OH, ONTyKUBOM GyMaKHBIN
KJIOYOK, O0JITAIONUINMCS Y BXOHa B CYMKY, YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 HEBaXKHO, TO JILICHIM MOHAX, epKaBIlnii B
pyKax ropsuil TaJucMaH, Opefe/IEHHO UCIIBITHIBAI Kyfa G0bIui qucKoMpopT.

Cro3 Caub ckocuincs Ha CloaHb MuHS, HO TOT TIIO-IIpeXKHeMy O0CTaBaJICsA HEBOSMYTUM, C XOJIOOHBIM
BEIPaKEHHEM JIUIl4, CJIOBHO 3aHMMAJICA 9€M-TO COBEPIIEHHO OGBI}IeHHBIM.

EMy BAPYT IIOKA3aJIOCh, 9YTO 3TOT JILICHIM MOHaX 4€M-TO OTJIN4YaeTCs OT OPyTHUX MOHAX0B, KOTOPEIX OH
BCTpeEeYall paHkbIIIe. XOTs B 4EM UMEHHO — CXOOy U HEe CKaXKeIlb.

[Toxaryii... ocobeHHO GecuT!

[Toka Cioa CstHb pefaBasics 6eCIopsmoYHBIM pa3MbInieHusM, CloaHb MUHb 3aKOHYHUIT CXKUTATh
OyMaxkHBIY TanucMaH. Korpma nocnenHss HCKpa Iellia yrana Ha 3eMJIi0, JKejle3Has 1ellb,
CKOBHIBaBIIIas JKEPHOB, C CYXUM TPECKOM JIOMHYJIa U PyXHy/la Ha3eMb.

TyMaHHBIN CHITy3T, ONIMPABIIUICS Ha PYKOSITh JKEPHOBA, Ha4aJl YIJIOTHATHCS — CJIOBHO CMOPIIEHHBIH
CYYOK, JIeKaBIUIUY Ha 3eMJie, cTajl Ha rya3ax y Cioa Csus u Cioanb MUHS pa3BOpaYMBaThCS U PACTH,
TII0Ka He IIPeBPATHIICS B CTOPOIEHHYIO CTapYIIKY.

Bonocer y He€ Gy cenble U pefKue, coOpaHHbIe Ha 3aThIJIKE B KPOXOTHHIN Ny4YOoK. JIUII0, U3PEITOE
MOpIIMHAMU, MyTHBIE I'JIa3a, B KOTOPHIX, Ka3aJloCh, BCerfa CTosIa ce3a.

[To yepTam nuIla B HEH eI1€ MOXKHO ObIIIO yrafiaTh cTapyxy JIio, HO 10 CPAaBHEHHUIO C TEM TYMaHHBIM
00pa3oM C TPOCTBIO, UTO SIBJISJICS B JIOBYIIKE, 3Ta, Y2Ke CTaBIIas MPU3PaKoM, cTapyxa JIio BHITIIImena
Kyma 6ojiee OpsxJIoH, OYOTO BOT-BOT 3aKPOET T'Jla3a U PYXHET Ha 3€MITIO.

Be3 TpocTu e€ mepekoIeHHoe Teo Ka3aaoCh 0COOEHHO YPOMJIUBEIM: JIeBast IOJI0BHMHA Oblyla COTHYTa
Ky[a CHJIbHee IPaBo#, ¥ TOIBKO ONMUPAsICh Ha PYKOSTH XKEPHOBA, OHA e[IBa MOTJIa [epKaThCs Ha
HOTaX.



— I'pex... — nmpo6opmoTan Cio3 CsHb.

OH, poxXneHHbIN HeOOM U 3eMyel, 6e3 0TIla ¥ MaTepy, He CIIUIIKOM ITIOHMMaJl Y3l KPOBU U POMICTBA.
Ho 3a Te monropa, 4To €ro Bojel-HeBOJIeH HOCUJIO 110 JIIOACKUM CeJIeHUSIM, OH yCIIeJI YCBOUTh CaMble
6a30BbIe NTPECTABIEHUS.

CoBeTHUK JI10 IeiCTBUTEILHO OTKDPEIJI EMY I'JIa3a. Hapo ke Tak HeHaBUMETh COﬁCTBeHHYIO MarTh,
YTOORI COTBOPHUTHL HEYTO HACTOJIEKO CKOTCKO€.

Ycneimas 3710, CroaHb MUHB OMYCTHUIT B3T/IAA ¥ CKOJIb3HY UM 10 C103 CSHIO, 0TYEr0 TOMY CTajio
nmocapHo. OH 3afpaB og00POI0OK, YCTABUIICS Ha MOHaXa B OTBET, HO, KaK HU CTapascs, He MOT
CPaBHUTHCSA C HUM B 3TOM HEMOU AY3/IU B3TJISANOB.

Ota OecTusi, 3aKaTHUB I'/1a3a, TYT XKe IIPUayMasia HOBHIH IIJIaH.
Ha! T'o-no-By!

Ero HpaB Ovin mogo6eH BETPY — MTHOBEHHO MeHsics. He pa3myMbIBasi, OH BIEMUJICS KOTTSIMHU B
MOHaIeckywo psicy Cioanb MuHs. [TepBeiit 6IMH KOMOM, 3aTO BTOPO# BHILIEN TJlaXKe — Ha 3TOT pa3 OH
B300pa’cs Kyfia IPOBOPHEe U B MTHOBEHUE OKa OKa3aJiCd Y Hero Ha IPYAu.

Kak TOMBbKO OH OTIEMHUIT OOHY JIANKY, YTOOI MOTHSATHCS eIle BHIIIE, Y BXOHa B KOMHATY pa3malcs
ayliepa3auparolui BOIIb.

— A-a-a! He tporaiite! He Tporauite mens! Cnacute! Cra-cu-te!
Kpuuan tak, OyoTo yBUAEI IPUBULEHUE.

PéB ObIn OTJIYIIUTEIIbHBIM 1 OTBPATUTEJIbHBIM. C103 CsHb B3OPOTHYII OT HEOXKUIOAHHOCTH, KOTOTOK
COCKOJIB3HYII, X OH, 6eC1'IOMOH.IHO 3aMaxaB JIallKaMH4, CBAJIUJICA C TPyOon Croanp MuHns,
IIPU3EMJIUBIIINCE B BECbEMa HerHFHﬂHHOﬁ Io3e — JINIIOM BHU3.

YnaBs u II0TepPAB JIAIIO, Ci03 CsaHb Tellepb COBCEM He IOpeil KejlaHueM KOT0-TI100 BuAeTh. OH 3aCTHII,
PaCTOIIEIPKUB BCE YEThIPE KOHEYHOCTH, HEMOBUKHBIM, 6YJITO UCIIYCTHUII OyX.

Croanb MuHb, He oOpalllasi BHUMAHUS Ha HEYMOTYHEIN BOIIIb 3a IBEPbhIO, IPUCET ¥ IIOCMOTPENT Ha
IPUTBOPSIONUIET0CS MEPTBEIM OyMaKHOTO YeJI0BeUKa.

— He BcTaHemb? — crpocun oH 6e3pas3nuyHo.

C103 CsTHB TPOIOJIZKAJ JIe3KATh IIJIaCTOM.

Croanb MuHB IOCTyYas MableM I10 MIOCKOMY 3aThIIKY 6yMaXKHOM 000I0YKH.
— Torga COXXKEM.

C 3TuMHU CJI0BaMU OH YHMPKHYJI JIyYMHON. BopgoBoe ninaMenko IpUHSI0Ch KapuTh Oymary, u ta
HayaJla HarpeBaThCs.

— ... — rayxo npousHéc Cio3 Caub. — TH YTO, Bce OyAnUiiCKMe 3aM0Bey IIcaM CKOPMHUII?

YcnrimaB 3To, Ctoanb MUHB Ha MIHOBEHUE 3aMep, OYATO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUB. BrIpaxkeHue ero nuiia Ha
MUT CTaJI0 CEpbE3HEe, 3aTEM OH IT0KaydaJsl I'0JI0BOM, CTPSIXHYI IJIaMs C IYYUHH U, TIOAIIENINB
OyMaxHy0 QUTYyPKy 3a OHY HOXKKY, IIOOHSI e€. ['0710C ero mIpo3ByYas HU3KO0 U CTPOro:



— Bympems erné ne3Ts?

C103 CsHb, IO-BUIUMOMY, BCE €Il[€ TTepekuBall YHUKeHNe, U, Oyny4du MOJHSITHIM BHU3 T'OJIOBOH,
IPUKPBIT MOPIOYKY 00erMu nankaMu. Ho gaxke B TaKOM IT0JI0KEHUHU OH He yOepKalcs OT KOJTKOCTH:

— Ha TBOe€ro npapgena mnosnesy!

EnBa sty HanacTth yOpanu o6paTHO B CYMKY, KakK U3 BHYTPEHHUX IIOKOEB IIOCTIHIIaINCh HEYKITIOXKIE,
CTIIOTHIKAIOIIMECS LIaTH.

Cr03 CsiHb OTOIBUHYJI JIANIKY ¥ yBUAEN Oypadka JIto YyHa, KOTOPHIH C paCTEPSTHHBIM BUIOM CMOTPET B
uX CTOPOoHY. OH TOJTBKO YTO BEIOPAJICS U3 JIOBYIIKH, ¥ C HUM, BUZUMO, TPUKITIOYUIIOCH YTO-TO
HeJlagHOoe: CUHUI XanaT ero ObII BO MHOTMX MeCTax [TOpBaH, ¥ U3 ITPOPEX Topyasia BaTa.

On CMOTpPEI Ha CroaHb MuHn4 ¢ IIOKPACHEBIINMHU OT CJIE3 TIa3aMy, Pa3uHYB pPOT, GYI[TO XO0TeJl 4YTO-TO
ckasate. Ho Impexnage 4eM OH YCIIeJI BBIMOJIBUTE CJI0OBO, €TI0 B3TJIA[ YIIaJl Ha CTAPYIIKY, OIIKMPAIIIyI0Cs
Ha XKE€PHOB, U BCE €r0 TeJ0 3aCThIIO.

— Ba... Babymka? — HeyBePEeHHO OKJIMKHYJI OH U, CJIOBHO 00SICh IIOMONTH OIMKEe, HEBOIBHO
CBEKHUIICS — BO3MOIKHO, B TOH JIOBYIIIKE NMPHU3payHasi CTapyxa ero yxe molaparnarnia.

Crapyxa nopHsina Ha Hero 0e3:XKU3HEeHHHIE T'J1a3a, ¥ 110 e€ JIUIY TYT XKe IMOTEKIH clié3bl. OHa TUXO
B3[I0XHYJIa ¥ oMaHusa JIro UyHa pyKou:

— YyH, ax THL... I0YEMY OfieK/Ia-TO BCS IOPBaHa...

Ycnrimas 3ToT rosoc, JIto YyH B MTHOBeHME 0Ka 3a0bl1 000 BCexX CTpafiaHusAX, IePeHEeCEHHBIX B
nopyuke. C KpaCHBIMHU OT CJIE3 I'JIa3aMU OH OPOCHUIICS K HEM, yIasl Ha KOJIEHU U MOTBITAJICS CXBaTUTh

PYKY CTapyxu:
— Balymka, moyemy THI CTajla TAaKOM MaJeHbKOU?.. 4... T He MoTry TeOsI CXBaTUTh!

CTapyxa, UCTOLUIEHHAS XKEPHOBOM, ChEKMIIACH 10 MTOJTIOBUHBI OORIYHOTO POCTA, BHITTISIAENIa 0COOEHHO
CcropOIeHHOM U KaJIKOH.

OpHako OHa HMYero He ckasasna JIio UyHy, nuurs 6e33y60 ynbiOHYIach:
— Babymka cTapasi, cTapesi — yceixaenrb. He MoXelrh CXBaTUTh — U HE XBaTai...

— Baly1ika, moyemy THL... I0OYeMy Thl HUKOT'TIa He IPUX0AuIa Ko MHe? f CTONbKO OyMazKHBIX MOHET
CKJIafbIBal... [0OBOpUIM XKe, CITOXKHUIIb, UMS HallUIIEIb, COXKKEITL — U OHU NMPUAYT 3abpaTh? ... g
KaX[bIi OeHb CKJIagblBall, KaXKObI AEeHb CXKUTaJl, HO HUKTO He npuxonui. [loueMy THL... HU pa3y He
npunuia? f xoTes, YToO Tl CO MHOM IIOTOBOPHJIA, ST TOXKE XOTeJl C TOOOM ITOTOBOPUTE... HO BCEraa He
BUIeJ TeOsd, 4... 1 axke 3a0bl1, YTO XOTeJsI CKa3aTh...

Pasym JIio UyHa ocTasicsi BETCKUM. YBUIEB CBOIO TI00MMYI0 6a0yIIKy, OH, BCXJIUIIBIBAs, BHITIAJIII BCE
3TO U TYT Xe pachnakancs. He Tak, KaK mi1adyT B3POCIble MyXXKUYWHEL, COEPXKUBASCE, & 3a/IUIICS
IPOMKUM, 0e3yTelHEIM PEBOM. CJIOBHO CTPEMUJICS BBIIIJIAKATh BCE CJIOBA, UTO KOIUINUCH U
3a0bIBANINCEH TPU JONTHX T'Ofia.

— BabOymka cneimmT, YyH. Huuero He roBopu, 6abyIiKa U Tak BCE 3HAeT, — CTapyxa yTepiia CIE3HL.
— f1... eHb U HOYB 3a TOOOM IpUCMaTPUBAA...

[Toxa BHYK c 6a0yIIKO# IIaKajy, CHapyKU B KOMHATY BOPBaJICS HEMCTOBEIM, 00€3yMeBIINii YeI0BEK:



— Cnacute! Cnacute! He TporaiiTe MeHsI — He ITOOX0oAuTe!

Bosocsl ero ObIIA pacTpENaHkl, 0fex/a N30pBaHa B Ki10ubsi. Hen3BeCTHO, CKOJIBKO pa3 OH KyDapeM
KATHUJICS 10 3eMJie, HO C HOT [0 I'0JIOBEI OH OBIJT B ITBUTH ¥ TPSI3H, ITOX0Ms 6O0JIbIle Ha CyMacIIedIero,
YyeM Ha 4YeJlI0BeKa.

Cro5 CsIHb IPUCMOTPEJICS:
— Jla 9TO Xe coBeTHHUK JI10?

Brrxopurt, JTio UyHy eri€ noBe3so. CoBeTHUKa JI0, Cyas IO BCEMY, B TOMU JIOBYIIKE HaIyTaju [0
mojycMepTu. Temneps OH, HeB3Upas Ha NIpPexXHee HeXelaHue BXOOUTh B 3Ty KOMHATY, BIOMUJICS
ciofa, He pa3bupast JOPOTH.

Croanb MuHb, YBULIEB €T0 NIepENaYKaHHBIM, HAXMYPHUJICS ¥ OTCTYIUI B CTOPOHY. CoBeTHUK JI10, HE
BCTPETUB IIPerpaybl, Bpesascs B Jlto YyHa u MUIENHYICS Ha MO,

W BOT, cuas Ha 3eMIie, OH 0Ka3aJcs JIULIOM K Junmy co CT&pYU.IKOfI JI1o.

CoBeTHuKa JIio BAPYT CKOBAJI yZKac. Temno ero 3acTeiio, rnasa BBEITAPAIIIUIINCE, OT CTPaXa OH HaXKe
InepecTal ObIIIaTk.

HaTtBopwuiiik MHOTO 3J1a — OJHAXKAH ¥ POOHAS MaTh IIOKAXKETCS CTpalllHee JT00ro mpuspaka. Ero
JKaAJTKWH BUM Pe3K0 KOHTPACTUPOBAJ C IIavyImuM psimoM JIro UyHoM, U B 3TOM OblsIa TOPbKast HPOHHUS.

Ctapyxa JIto BEITepJIa CIE3HI, BIT/IsTHYIa Ha COBETHUKA JIi0, ¥ €€ BCXIMITBIBAHUS TIOCTEIIEHHO YTUXIIH.
B eé rna3ax mo-mpexkHEeMYy CTOSIIH IBe MyTHbIE CJIE3WHKH, HO Ha ()OHE CIIOKOMHOTO JTHIla OHU
TTpUOABaAJIU B3TJISAAY emé 6oee TayO0Ky0 U 6€3BICXOTHYIO TeYarlb.

— Yero 9T0 ThI APOKMUIIL? — CIIPOCUJIA OHA C 3TOU I'Ty0OKOM Iedabio B royioce. — Heyxkenu
OOUILILCS, YTO PONHAS MaTh SIBUTCS 3a TBOEH OYIION?

CoBeTHUK JI10 HEBOJIBHO 3aMOTaJl TOJIOBOM. JIUI0 ero moberieso, 1"}76}:1 3aAp0XKajii, 1 OH Ha4daJl
3aMKaThCA:

— CBIH IIPOCTO... IPOCTO...
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