YTpo — BpeMsd, KOrga TeJjio U OyX 0c0OEeHHO YYBCTBUTEJIBHEI, X, KOT'Id X3 Ch HEOCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICA
€ero, B gyiie Hy UYK9HMHHA BCIIBIXHYJI OTOHB. OH MHCTUHKTHBHO CXBATHJI €T0 PYKY U TUXO 3aCMesJICA:

— YT0, HaMEeCTHUK, BY€Pa He OBITI0 HaCTpO€eHusd, a CerogHd MOSIBUJIOCH?

X3 Chl, BCE €Il B MMOJIYCHE, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, 3aCTABUII MO3T ITPOBEPHYTHCS Ha Mon-060poTa. Barmsam ero
CKOJIb3HYJI 110 CTPOMHBIM IytedaM JIy UkK9HMUHA BHU3, K UX COeIUHEHHBIM pyKaM, U, HEMHOT'0
TIOMEMJINB, OH PEe3KO0 BCKOYHUII C KPOBATH.

Jly UK3HMUH, YCIIBIIIAB IIYM, €I He YCIeN yIbIOHYThCS, KaK TOYyBCTBOBAJI CUJIBHEIN TOTYOK B
cnuny. K cyacThio, oH OblT Kpenok, u yaap X2 Col, 60/bllle TOX0KUY Ha LIUIETOK, JIUIIh 3aCTaBUJ ero
cJerka nokayHyThcs. OH MOTHpPAJ IOSCHUIY ¥, CXBAaTUB HOTY, KOTOpas yXKe TOTOBUJIaCh HaHECTHU
CJenyIoUuY yaap, pe3Ko KPUKHYIL:

— XBaturt!

OTOT OKPUK OKOHUYaTEeIbHO pa3dynuin Xs Cel. OH omeneHesno nocMorpen Ha JIy YKoHMUHa, 3aTeM Ha
OecrnopsOK Ha KPOBaTU, ¥ BOCIIOMUHAHUS HAaKOHeIl BepHYIUCh. OH CTJIOTHYJI, IBITASICh YCIIOKOUTh
cepale, TOTOBOE BHIIPHITHYTH U3 IPYAU, U, C HEBO3MYTUMEIM BUIOM IIOIIPABUB PACCTETHYTHIN
BOPOTHUK, CKa3al:

— OTmycCTH.
JIy YK9HMUH BHICOKO MOAHS OPoBb: «OTIyCcTUTH? [IpOCTO Tak?»

X3 Chl, I715171 Ha CBOIO HOTY, KOTOPYIO iepKaJjia 3Ta rps3Has jama, TOTOB OblJT OTPYOUTH €€ OMHUM
ymapoM. Ho 4uTo 6510 emfé xyxKe — fBa nasnbiia JIy YKsHMKWHA Havyalau MeJjIeHHO II0TIaXKuBaTh ero
JIOTBIKKY, CO37laBasi CTPAHHYIO, e[jBa YIIOBUMYIO aTMOChepy MexXay HUMHU.

Jly YXX3HMUH, He OTIIyCKas ero, ckasas:

— HawmecTHUK, Bam ygap ObUT JOBOJIBHO CUJIbHBIM. BEI XKe 3HaeTe, 4TO MyKCKas MOSICHUIIA — OYeHb
YYBCTBUTEJIbHOE MECTO?

X3 Cbl, He B cujlax BLIPBATHCS, HEPBHUYAJI, HO XOJIOLHO OTBETHUII:

— 4l eBHYX, a He MyX4YUHa.

Jly YX3HMUH: «...»

OH Monua, ¢ m00NBITCTBOM U HHTEPECOM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HUXKHIOI YacTh Tena X3 CHl.

«...» X3 Cbl MTHOBEHHO B30pBajicsi. — Ha 4To ycraBuics, 6onBan?! Youpatica oTciofa, MPOKJISATHIH
yOomoK!

B MOMeHT, KOr{la 3T CJI0Ba COpPBAIIUCh C €T0 TY6, B KOMHaTe€ BOLIapHJIaCh TUIIXHA.

B cambIil HAPS2KEHHBIM MOMEHT IOSIBUICS YkKao L[3MHYKYH, KOTOPHIH C IITyMOM pPaclaXHYyJ IBEPS H,
He MOXKMIasICh OTBETa, BOPBAJICS BHYTPb, BECh B CHETY. Ero roioc pa3Héccs 1mo BceMmy [IBOPIIOBOMY
CeKpeTapuary:

— HamecTHuk! I'oBOPAT, BBl HaKOHEI] IIepeciiany ¢ TeM IrBapaeiuiem?!

X9 CHI: «...»



Jly YX3HMUH: «...»

Yskao LI3MHYKYH, HAKOHEI] ITOHSIB, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, MEIJIEHHO OTCTYIUI Ha3al, Opocasi TAKEbe
¥ TIOJIO3PUTEIIbHbIe B3TISOE Ha pacTpémanHoro Xa Cel u 6oee-MeHee onpsiTHOro JIy YksHMUHA.

JIumo X3 Crl 6b17I0 TEMHEE CHEXKHOU OYpHU 32 OKHOM:
— UXyH-4YXYH...

YKyH-4KYH 3aMOJT9all U, C TJla3aMu, IIOJIHEIMU CJI€3, Me[IJIEHHO OTOIIEN K CTeHe, YTOOHI ITOCTOSITh B
yT7y U TIOAyMaTh O CBOEM IIOBEJIEHUH.

BpeMms yxke momKuMarso, HO, K CHaCThl0, M3-3a CUJIBHOTO CHeromnaaa KapeTa Kusa3s KOHb Bcé eme
HaXOOuIach B JECSATHU JIX OT CTONHULLL. X3 CHI, CIIEIIHO OfieBasiCh, IOJCYUTAN BPeEMS U, YOEOUBIIIKCE,
YTO YCIIEeT BCTPETUTHL KHA3S y¥ BOPOT, B3TOXHYJTI C 00JIETYeHUEM.

Tem BpeMeHneM JIy YK9HMUH yKe IMOTHOCTHIO Ofesicsd ¥ coOuparscs yiTu. CerogHs I0HBN HMIIEPaTop
He 3aHuMaJicsi 00eBLIMU UCKYCCTBaMH, a C yUETOM IPUOHITUS KHS34 BCe ynpaBiieHus CeBepHOro
YCMUPUTENLHOTO YIIPaBIeHUs, Kak 1 BOCTOYHOM manaThl, OBLIN 3aHSATEHL 110 TOPJIO.

B KoMHaTe He OBIJIO TOCTOPOHHUX, TOJILKO AOBepeHHbIe nuiia X3 ChHl, I09TOMY OH He CTajl CKPHIBATh
CBOU MEICTIU:

— THI TONTBKO YTO CTaJl COTHUKOM ¥ YYUTEJIEM UMIIepaTopa, ceiyac Thl Ha ITUKe CJIaBkl, © MHOTHE
TeOe 3aBUAYIOT. [lake eCyIi CEeroHs THI He Ha ClIyxk0e, Tebe CTOUT IM0KA3aThCsl, YTOOHI BCe BHIEIIH,
YTO THL B JIeJIe.

He Hago 6b110 TOBOPUTE, 4TO JIy YK3HMUH U caM 3To moHUMas. Celdac, KOTJa MOCT TJIaBhl
WmMnepaTopcKoii rBapauy ObIT BaKaHTEH, BCS BIACTh HaX0oAuIach B pykax FO3 YxkyHa. ITOT YeNlOBEK,
XOTh U He OBLI 37107ieeM, HO ObIJT KpaliHe HOTOLIHEIM, 0COOEHHO YYUTHIBAs IPOIIIble TpoMaxu JIy
YkoHMUHA. Ero Ha3HaueHue yuyuTesleM UMIIepaTopa yKe BhI3BaIO IION03PEHNUs, U B TaKOM BaKHHIN
IeHb eMy He CTOHMJIO NIPUBJIEKaTh K ce0e nmuiiHero BHUMaHusa. OH KuBHYT X9 CHI:

— 4 moHuMar.
3aTeM, TS Ha HaMeCTHHKA B IPAKOHbEM XajlaTe U ¢ He(PUTOBHIM ITOSICOM, OH THUXO HO0OaBHUII:
— Tebe Toke CTOUT OBITH OCTOPOKHBIM.

OTH CJI0Ba IPO3BYYasH CIUIIKOM HHTUMHO, ¥ YkKao [[3MHYKYH HEPBHO AEPHYJICS, 6POCUB Ha
rBapenlia B3rJISA[, OCTPBIM KakK HOX.

X3 Csl, He oOpaljas BHUMaHUS Ha HaNpskKEHHYI0 aTMochepy B KOMHATe, CTIOKOWHO KUBHYJI ¥ MaxHYII
PYKOIi:

— Wnn.

Jly YxkoHMuH 00JIbIle He 3aiePKUBAJICS U IIOBEPHYJICS K BeIxomy. CoeniaB HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB, OH
ornsHyncd Ha X3 Chl.

ToT, CITOBHO TIOYYBCTBOBAB B3TJISII, TOXKE MOTHS T1a3a. VX B3TJISIIbl BCTPETUIUCE, ¥ X9 CHI, XOTh U
He MOT pasTJIsifieTh BhIpaxkeHue uila JIy YK9HMUHA IPOTHUB CBETA, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro Cepple



HeOXKUIOAHHO 3a01I0Ch CUIbHEE, CIIOBHO HEBUIMMAS PyKa KOCHYJIAaCh JaBHO MOJIYaBLIEH CTPYHEL:
— THI...

Jly UxxsHMuH, c cabnell Ha 1osice, Cllerka HAaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, U Ha €r0 KPacuBOM JIUIlE T0SIBUTIACh
JIETKasl yXMBUIKa:

— Huuero. IIpocTo xoTen eli€ pa3 B3rISHYTh Ha HAMECTHHUKA.

JIn Baoro, KaK HE B 4EM He ObIBajIO, IPOMOJIKal MOMPaBIsaTh pyKaBa X3 Crl, a Yxkao LI3uHYKyH
CMOTPeJ Ha HUX C BEIpaXkKeHUEeM, IIOJIHBIM HefoyMeHUs: «Cepbe3H0? YKe yTPO, a OHU BCE ele
GbaupTyoT?>»

JIu1o X3 Cel 0CTaBaIOCh CIIOKOMHEIM, HO, €CJTH IIPUCMOTPETHLCS, MOXKHO OBIZIO 3aMETHUTh, KakK ero
HAMPSIXKEHHBIEe OPOBH HEMHOTO PacCIabuIuCh, CJIOBHO ero 6eCIoKONHOe Cepalle YCIOKOUIOCh OT
cnoB JIy UxsuMmuHa. OH ¢ pa3mpaxkeHueM OPOCHIT:

— ITocmotpen? Tenepsb youpamcs.
JIy YK9HMUH yNIBIOHYJICS, TOIIPABUII IUIAINY U, IPSMOM KakK COCHA, TOPHO LIATHYJI K BHIXOAY.

EnBa oH mepecTynuI nopor, Kak MUMO HEero, HU3K0 CKJIOHUB I'OJIOBY, IIPOCKOYHUII YEJIOBEK B IPOCTOU
ofiexkae, CIellallldil K OBEPH.

Jly YK9HMUH cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO 3TO OB areHT BocTouHOM manaThl. Ero B3rjism Ha MrHOBEHHE
3ayiepKa’ics Ha HEM, HO OH He OCTAHOBUJICS U MPOHOJIXKUIT UITH.

AreHT, BeCh B CHET'Y, IOCTy4asl B OBephb X3 CHl, OTPAXHYJ PyKaBa ¥, BHIHYB 13-3a a3yXu
3alevaTaHHBIA CBUTOK, BCTAJ HA KOJIEHU U mepenan ero Yxkao L[3UHYKYHY:

— HamecTHUK, cpouHoe coobiienue o Kasze HOHe.

X3 Chl, yKe HafleBIINH TEMITYIO JTUChIO 1Iy0y ¥ TOTOBBIM BHIMTH, YCIIbIIIAB 3TO, OCTAHOBHUJIICS U, C
II0JI03PEeHKEM B35IB CBUTOK, pacmeyaTal ero. [IpoyuTas, ero JuI0 TyT Ke II0TEeMHETIO.

Yxkao L[3MHYKYH, yBULEB €r0 BhIpaKeHNUE, TPEBOXKHO CIIPOCHUIT:
— HamecTtHuk, ¢ Kaazem KOHEM YTO-TO CIIy4MIOCH?

— He cosceMm, — xonopHO oTBeTuN X3 Col. — Ho, 0X0Ke, OH npurotosun aisa Ero BenndecTBa U Hac
OOJIBITION CIOPIIPHU3.

Uuuooooooooooonooono0

3uMa B JHBI3KUHE B 3TOM Ir'ofy Obllla 0COOEHHO XOJIOMHOM U Cyxoii. CeBepHHIH BeTep pe3all JIulla, a
CHET, CMeIllaHHBIN C JIeISTHBIM BO3OYX0M, IIPOHUKAI TIOM OHEeK/Y, BEI3bIBast 00JIb B KOCTSIX.

Ho, HecMoTpst Ha 3T0, pubuKasncs HoBelii rof, ¥ AHBII3WH ObIT YKpPaIlleH OTHIMU U HAIOJIHEeH
0XKUBJIEHHBIMU TrojiocaMu. [laxke camble OegHbIe CTapaliCh KYIUTh HEMHOTO MsiCa ¥ OBOIIEH, YTOOR
IIPUTOTOBUTD MIPA3THUYHOE OITI0fIO.

X3 ChI ¢ meTCTBa ITOMHUJI TOJILKO ONMH TaKO# YKUH. ITO OBIIIO B IEPBHIM I'OfI, KOTTIa €r0 YCHIHOBHUII
Ha3BaHBIMA oTell. Torga ero otell OB 3aHSAT Ha MPa3THUKE C TOKOWHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM U 3HATHIO, a OH
OCTaJICd OOWH B MaJleHbKOM JBOPE, TTISIAS Ha KoTa. [IBOp OB ITyCT, ¥ B €YU He ObIJI0 HU UCKPHL.
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