FOHEBI! nMIepaTop, ciylras Bcé 6oiee MATKME TOH X3 Chl, IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 10 CIIMHE Y HETO
npobexain xomogok. OH CMYTHO HOTafibIBaJiCs, K YeMy KJIOHUT coOeCeHUK, U CYIOPOXKHO CKUMAJ B
pyKax IJIaToK.

X5 Cbl CKJIOHUT T'OJIOBY ¥ CMOTpPe€JI Ha HETO C HE2KHOCTEIO, CJIOBHO Ha 0e33alIUTHOTO THEHKA.

— IIpocTomy niony HeET fena, Kak 30BYyT X035iIMHA B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ABOpIe, — TUXO IIPOU3HEC OH. —
VM BaXXHO JTMIIb TO, KTO JACT UM KPOB Hafl TOJIOBOM, MUCKY TOPSYEro puca, YalllKy IoXJIEOKH, a B 9TO
BpeMs rofla — eIl€ ¥ KOP3uHy yIsa. A maTh BCE 3TO MOXET He ToIbKO Bame Benuuectso... YTo 1o
IPUABOPHEIX KHA3€HW U CAHOBHUKOB, OHU Ha CJI0BaX XKaXAyT MyApPOT0 IIpaBUTENs A7 IPOLBeTanIen
3I0XU, HO B CYIIHOCTU HAYEM He OTIMYAIOTCS OT YIMYHBIX TOPTOBIEB ¥ HOCUJIBIIUKOB. Yell Kouenex
IJIaTUT UM XKaJioBaHbe, TOT U eCTh UX rocymaps. Jlums 661 [logHeOecHas He IepecTaia HOCUTh
dbamunuio Ju.

Bomochl Ha ro0Be I0HOTO HMIIEpPAaTOpa, Ka3aJloCh, BCTAJIA I[BIﬁOM. XOJIOOHBIM IIOT 3aCTPYHUIICA Y HETO
o cuuHe. OH efiBa He Pa30pBal IIIaTOK B KIIOYbS, IIBITAACh COXPAHUTE BUOUMOCTE DABHOOYIIINA.

— IIycTs TOT, KTO X04eT ObiTh ChiHOM Heba, UM u cTaHeT, — ¢ capka3MoM Opocus oH. — Pa3Be Brl
caMU He CKa3ajy, TOCIOAWH HavyallbHUK NanaTthl? M Hapony, U CAaHOBHUKAM HYXKEH JIUIIb MyOPhIU
IIPaBUTENb, KOTOPHIM HAKOPMUT U ofeHeT ux. Kakas pa3Huila, KTo 310 6ymeT?

— 0-0? — l'onoc X5 Chl 3apipoxKai Ha ornacHOM HOTe. OH He pacCepaucs Ha 3TOT0 HUKYEMHOTO
IIIeHKa, a JIUIIb YCMeXHyJcsa. — CeromHs afHoO, YYUTEeNb yKe YIIEN. 3aBTpa g BeJ0 eMy KaK ClIenyeT
npouecTh BameMy BenuuecTBy JEKIIMIO O TOM, KaK C IPEBHUX BPeMEH M0OeXKNEHHBIE CTAHOBUIIKUCH
M3TrosIMK ¥ KaKOBHI OBUIM X KOHUYKWHBL. YBEPeH, 3TO OTKpoeT BaM riasa.

['nma3a 10HOr0 UMIIEpaTOpPa OKPYIJIMIUCE OT yKaca.
[TpousHecs 3Ty yrpo3y, X3 Cvl yOanuics, OCTaBUB 3a c000i rpo6OBYI0 TUIIUHY.

Ero nemnbio ObIJI0 He MTHOBEHHO 3aBOeBaTh 0€30r0BOPOYHOE NOBEpHe I0OHOT0 UMIIePaTopa, a MoCesiTh B
€ro Aylle 3€PHBILKO. PaHO UM TO3HO OHO MPOPACTET, ¥ CO BpeMeHEM I0HOIIa ITOUMET, KOMY MOXKHO
IIOBEPSIThH MTO-HACTOSIIEMY, KTO CTAHET ero HafIE?KHOM OTIOPOH, MOTYYUM [IePeBOM, Ha KOTOPOe MOXKHO
OTIEPETHCS.

Yxke Ha mopore MMnepatopckoro kabuueta X3 Cvl BAPYT BCIOMHUI Koe 0 4éM. OH 00epHYJICS U KaK
OBl HeB3Haual TOHEC [0 IOHOTO UMIIEpaTOpa OJUH HaMEK:

— Bo3moxkHO, Bame BennuecTBo yKe CBIIaNM, 9YTO BO BPEMS MOel He[laBHE! MI0e3[KHU 51 0Ka3ajcs B
OTIACHOCTH U e[iBa He JIUIINJICS YeCTHU CIIyKUTh Bam Brpens. [10 MeHS JOIUIH CIyXH, YTO K ITOMY
npuyacTHa MmmnepaTtopckas reapaus. [I0CKONbKY rBapaus — Baille THYHOE BOMCKO, I HE CMEI0
BMeIIIMBATLCS B €€ fmeta. Ho cefiyac TaM HeT TJIaBHOTO PACIOPSIOUTENIS, U S XOTes Obl UCIIPOCUTD Y
Barmmero BenmdecTBa pa3pelieHnss — MO3BOJIUTE JIX BEl MHE CJIETKa BHIMTH 3a PaMKH ITOTHOMOYKH,
yTOORI PacciaemoBaTh 3TO EJ0?

FOHEBIM nMIIepaTop Ciyllai, YyBCTBYs cebs KakK B TyMaHe, HO €T0 UyTKUU CITyX YJIOBUJI CJIOBa
«MMnepartopckas reapausi». OH CMyTHO 3HaJI O TPEHUSIX MeX[y OBYMs BEIOMCTBaMHU.
BroBcTByIoIIas UMIepaTpulia ToxKe roBopusia eMy, 4To BoctouHas nanaTa u ['Bapausi — 9T0 €ro
IpaBas ¥ JieBas PyKH, U faxke COBETOBasla COMU3UTHCS UMEHHO C ['Bapauel, Beb eBHYXU BCETAa
MMeJU OyPHYIO C/laBy, U B HAPOJe O HUX FOBOPUJIU KakK O JIIOASX C IBOMHBIM THOM.

FOHBIM uMIIepaTop MIOTHO CXKaJjl T'yObl, He 3HAasI, YTO OTBETUTH X3 CHI.



K cuacTbio, X3 CH ¥ He XKpal oTBeTa. [IpuHSB MOT4aHKe 3a COTIacue, OH OeCIIyMHO YHauCs.

BepHyBImKCh B CBOIO pe3uneHImio, X3 Crl, U3BMy4YeHHHIN [0 Ipefeta, 6pocun CKBO3b 3y0rl: «Ecmu
KTO-TO ITOCMEET MEeHS 0OECITOKOUTh — BHIOPOCUTE Ha ChefleHue IcaM!» — U PYXHYII B ITOCTEb.

OH npocman Kak yOUTHIH, TToKa JUCKOM(OPT OT MOKPOU, IPUJIKIIIIEN K TeNly OfeKIbl He 3aCTaBUTI
€ro HexXOT$sI OTKPHITH I'J1a3a.

[TpOCHYBUIKCH, OH YYBCTBOBAI TSKENYI0, CBUHIIOBYIO CT1ab0CTh. Temo 6yOTO HalIuIoCh CBUHIIOM,
MaBUITIO, HE MaBast B3MOXHYTh.

EMy kasasnock, 6yaTO BO CHE OH CTO BOCEMBIECST Pa3 BHICTYIIAN C HOMEPOM «Apo6iieHre KaMHeH
TPYObIO» U e[[Ba He pa3faBui ce0si HaCMepTb...

Ero npo6yxXpeHre 3aMeTUTT IeKYPHBIA €BHYX.

ToT npoTép rnasa, ypumen X3 Cel — ¥ 3padyku ero BOPYT pacmmpunuck. OH CTpenoy MeTHYJICS K
OBEPU.

X3 Chl IUIIb yCIEJ C TPYAOM IPOTSHYTh PYKY U XPUILIO IPOLIENTaTh: «Bo-gbl...»
Ho eBHyX yKe BbLIETeN B KOPUOOP, BOId Ha Oery:
— HamecTtHuk ounymncs! HamecTHUK mputién B cebst!

I'BanT cTosii, OYATO B HOBOTOMHIO HOYb XKI'yT XJonymku. X3 Cel ocTascs iexkaTh ¢ 6eCIIoMOIIHO
IIPOTSIHYTOU PYKOU, CMaxXHYB I'OPbKYIO CJIe3Y.

Bo-ae1! EMy IpOCTO XOTEIOCH IIUA-U-UTH!

EnBa eBHYX BEIKPUKHYJI HOBOCTh, B IIOKOH TYT K€ XJIbIHYJIa Tonna. Bo riaBe eé 61 Ykao L[3UHYKYH.
OH chenan [Ba NPLIXKKa BIEPEX, C TPOXOTOM PYXHYJI Ha KOJEHHU, CXBATUJI PyKy X3 CEl cCBOUMU
JKeJIe3HBIMU JIaI0HSIMHU, U 110 €T0 CMYTJIOMY JIMIY TIOKQTUJIUCH CJIE3HI.

— HamecTHuk! Brl HakKOHeI] 0YHYIUCh! — BCXJIUIIHYJI OH.

Bokpyr TyT Xe NOOHAJICS NPUYUTAIOIINY II7Ta4. Bce Tak pa3BoJIHOBAIUCH, 4TO X3 Chl Ha MTHOBEHUE
3agyMaics: He yMep JIM OH, caM TOT0 He Befas?

YcTaBsich Ha OTPOMHBIE PYKH, CXKUMABIIIKME ero JIafl0Hb CJIOBHO TUCKaMH, X3 Chl c/1ab0 BEIOOXHY:
— KaTtuces.
Ykao LI3MHYKYH IIOCIYIIHO OTIIOJ3 Ha Mapy LIaroB, CAMBOJIMYECKU «OTKATUBIIUCHY.

Bckope npuOrUI IPUABOPHBIY 1eKapb. begHATY, Cyasd 0 BceMy, JOCTaBUIM B yxkace — fAHb UyHb
BJIETEJI C HUM, CJIOBHO BUXDb, U IIBEIPHYJI CTapuka y rocrenu X3 Cul.

HecyacTHbIl 10KUION Bpay, IOMATHIM TaKOX JOCTABKOU, HE CMeJl ¥ NUKHYTh. HeMenjieHHO
MIPUCTYIIUI K IyTbCOAUArHOCTHUKE.

3aKOHYMUB, OH, OPO02Ka II0A IIPUCTAJIBHBIMU B3TJIAgaMA pa360ﬁHHKOB 13 BocTouHOI majaTHI,
BBIMOJIBHII:



— Y HaMeCTHUKa XKap CIaj, OMaCHOCTH HeT. O-3-3... 3TOT IOAJaHHbIN IIPONUIIET Iapy MATKUX
YKPEIUIAIOIIUX 0TBAPOB [JIsi BOCCTAHOBJIEHUs CUJI. COBCEM CKOPO OH IIOIIPaBUTCH.

CobpasgImuecst B3OOXHYH C 00JeTYeHUEM ITOYTH XOPOM.

— Ho... — nekaps 3akoinebacs.

Y Ha Hero TyT ke 0OpYIIUJICS KB B3rNgm0B. CTapuK B3OPOTHYII.
— BoH, — BeimaBui X3 Chl CBOMM BEICOXIIIMM, XPUIIIEIM FOJTIOCOM.

U miogu BocTouHoi manaTe, 6pocasi Ha HEeTo IOJIHEE TOCKY B3TJISIAE, MOT4a BEHIIIIKA, OCTaBUB JIUIIb
Yxao Li3unuxyHa ¥ AHb UyHSA 0719 TUYHEBIX YCIIYT.

Yxkao LI3MHYKYH, C TUIIOM, YEPHBIM OT CaXk{, ¥ I'Jla3aMy, BEITapallleHHbBIME KaK Y MEIHOM KapOBHH,
TIOTHPAJ PYKU U CBEPJIUTI JIeKaps B3TJIAIOM:

— Ho yt0?!
Jlekapsb OT cTpaxa oHeMeJ. AHb UyHb XKe, Ha 9TOT pa3 0e3 IpexXHel CBUPENOCTH, MSATKO IPOU3HEC:

— T'ocniopuH nekapb, TOBOPUTE CMeJIO. 30eCh TeIePh HeT IOCTOPOHHUX, @ MHI, B 00111eM-TO, HapOJ
pacCynUTeNbHEIN.

X3 Col: «...»

Jlekapsb: «...»

«THI 4TO, CKpOMHMYaeIlb UJIM TPOCTO U3[eBaeuIbca?» — mnopyMai Xa Chl.
«PaccygutenpvHble moau» U3 BocTouHoM nanaTe?

[1p-d!

Co6paB HaKOHEI] CBOU PACCHIITABIIMECS YYBCTBA, IeKaph MeJIEHHO ITIPOTOBOPHII:

— M3HayvanbHOE 300pOBbe HaMeCTHHKA OBIIO yKe momopBaHo. Ha ceii pas, mocie nafieHus: B peKy u
HECBOEBPEMEHHOTI'0 JIEUeHM s, HECKOJIbKO JTHEeH OepKajcsa CUIbHEIN Kap. Bboiock, 95T0O BHOBb
ITOBPEINIIO KOPEeHb XKU3HEHHKIX CUJI. Bripens HeoOxomuMo TIinaTelbHO 6epedb ce0st, n30erathb
YMCTBEHHOTO " (1)I/I3I/I‘-IeCK01"O TIepeyToMJIeHud, nHa4de MOCIeOCTBUA GYJIYT TAXKKUMH.

Cxka3zaB 3T0, OH, Ka3aJIoCh, XOTeNI HOOABUTHL UTO-TO eIlé, HO 3aMsJICs, [I0Kaudasl I'0JIOBOM M 3aKOHYMII:
— Bonbirie Huyero.

X3 Chl ITOHSII, 4TO ero 00JIe3Hb BRITJISAUT CTPAIlIHEee, YeM eCTh Ha CaMOM fiefie, U Bejen fAup YyHio
IIPOBOAUTL JIEKapst CO BCEMH MTOYECTSIMU.

ka0 LI3MHYKYH XKe, CJIIOBHO 3a00TIMBas HIHbKA, IPUHSIICS O0PMOTATh PSIOM:

— HamecTHuK, B 3TOT pa3 Bam cunbHO moctanock. Ho 6paThs o6ss3aTenbHO OTHIrpaoTcs! He
M3BOJIbTe OECITOKOUTLCS, BCEX II3UHBIIEB B CTONIMIIE YKe MTePeIOBUIIM, HU OOWH He yIIe... Ax ma!
[IpencTaBnsieTe, Kakas HarjaocTh? Bcé yKasbBaeT Ha TO, YTO K 9TOMY [eJly IpAdacTHa
WmnepaTopckad reapaus. Haim moou maxke gokasaTenbCcTBa Hauuti! Ho Korfga Mbl IPUIIIY K HUM



— OHU BCE OTPHUIAIOT. MaJjio TOTO0, CIIBbIIANIN Mbl, OHU €€ ¥ Harpafuii HECKOJIbKUX MPUYACTHHIX K
Iemny, TOBOPSAT, IT0 NTUYHOMY noBesieHuio Ero BenuyecTsa. [la 9T0 ke IpsiMas MOIIEYMHA Hallen
BocTounoii manare!

X3 CHI cIylIan, u B yllIaX Y HET'O CTOSI 3BOH. Ho B KOHIIe ¢pa3sl ero cepalle EKHYIIO.
— Koro Harpagumnu?

— A, Tak, HECKOJIbKMX MIIQAIIUX 0puUIepos, — Havan Ykao L[3MHYKYH, HO TYT XKe croxBaTuics. OH
JIUXOPAOYHO CTAJI BCIIOMUHATL UMEHA U HaKOHEIl BEIYOUI OOHO 3HaKoMoe. OCTOPOXKHO MOTIsIeB Ha
X3 Csl, TUII0 KOTOPOTO OBIJIO IIBETA TOXKYXJION TPaBhl, OH IIPOU3HEC:

— BEINT TaM oOuH... 110 (baMI/IJII/II/I Hy FOBOpHT, OTJIMYUIJICA, IIOBBICHIIX 0O COTHHUKA.

«Hernoxo-Hemnox0», — MEICIIEHHO moXBasiuI X3 Chl, ¢ 06/Ier4YeHneM pa3BajMBIIKCh Ha MOAYIIKAX,
CIIOBHO MOMBSI/IGHHAS OBOIIHAS COJIOMKA. BHIHO, ero «HaMéK» I0HOMY HMIIEPATOpPy He MPOLIEN
IapoM.

YuuThIBas OTHOIIIEHUS MexXny FBapI[PIefI 1 BocTOYHOM IanaTou, pa3Be He JIOTUYHO, YTO TOT, KTO €TI0
IMOACTAaBUII, IIOJIYYHUII IIOBHIIIIEHNE U Hal"paJIbI?

Uxkao LI3uHYXKYH, BUAS, YTO HACTPOEHNE ¥ HaMeCTHHUKA, KaXeTCs, He 0YeHb, IOUTUTEILHO IOAan
eMy 4au:

— HamecTHUK, He U3BOJIbTE THEBATHCS. UeTHIpEXIIANYI0 XKaly HaUTH TPYAHO, a IBYHOTUX MYKUKOB —
XOTh NpyQ Npynu. He cTOUT TpaTuTth OyIleBHEIE CUJIEL HA KAKOT'0-TO HebarogapHoro reapaeiina. Kak-
HuOyns nogbepy Bam mapouky nonydine, pydaioch — OyAYT U NOCIyIIHEe, U CMBIIITIEHEE TON
CBOJIOYH.

X3 Cel 4yTh He monepxHycs Bopou. OH cMoTpen Ha Yxkao 1[3uHUYXKyHa ¢ 6€3MHOM CMBIC/Ia BO
B3IJIATE.

— UXyHYXYH...
Yxkao LI3uHYKYH: «?»

— Haiigu-ka cebe napy, nmoyxaxuBai 3a KeM-HUOyOb, — ¢ HasumaHueM mpousHéc X3 Cel. YToOH TOT
IiepecTai gyMaTh 0 TOM, Kak Ok omobpaTh CBOEMY HaMeCTHUKY HOBOTO (GaBopuTa. CaMa MBICTb O
TOM, YTO OIHAXX[El OH MOXKEeT OTKHHYTh Ofles/I0 U 00HaPYyKUTh TaM KaKoro-HuOyab KPacuBOI0 I0HIA C
YIIPyTO# NOIKOM, IT0oBepraja ero B y&ac. X3 Chl IOCIENTHO 0TXIe0HYI BOALL, YTOOH! TOIaBUTh
IIAHUKY, ¥ CMEHUJ TEMY:

— KcraTn, nouemy Bce cobpanuch 3mech? [laxke Ban Yxaonai npuen?
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