HpOH.U'IO HEKOTOpoOe BpeMdd, u X3 Ch IIPOTAHYJI IOHOMY MMIIEPATOPY, CUOEBIIEMY Ha II0JIy, IIOO2KaB
KOJIEHHX U BCXJIUIIBIBAIOIIEMY, YHMCTHIM IJIATOK. TOH €ro rojioca CTajl HaCTaBUTEIIbHEIM:

— Bamre BenmuyecTBo, HAMOYHUTD IIOCTENIb — HE TaKOM YK IOCTHIIHBINA TPOCTYTIOK. IIyCTh CITyTH
npubepyT, U [ey0 C KOHIIOM.

FOHBI! UMIIEPaTOP BLIXBATHUII MJIATOK U TPOCTHO BHITEDP CIIE3H:

— Ho mHe yxe ceMb set! Ecnu y3HAIOT, 4TO 51 B CEMb JIET ell€... elll€ INCalCh B KPOBATh, OHU
HeTIpeMEeHHO CTaHyT CMesAThCS Hafgo MHOU B aymie! Kak, Hanpumep, Tel! — OH 37100HO yCTaBUICA Ha
X3 Col. — THI Beib B Oyllle IOTELIAEILC Haflo MHOY, TPU3HAUC!

X5 Cel MpicIeHHO 0TBeTHUl: «[a! MMeHHO! f yKe 4yTh He NONHYI 0T cMexa! Ho pa3Be s CKaxy 3TO
Tebe B MU1I0? f He HAaCTOJIBKO Ty !»

BmecTo 3TOr0 OH C JOCTOMHCTBOM 3asBUIL:

— Bam ciyra He cMesiicsl, HUUero TaKoro He OBLIO, 9TO KJieBeTa!

FOHBI nMniepaTop: «...»

CtucHyB 3y0bl, OH CHOBa BHITED TIJIa3a, IIBEIPHYJI IJIATOK U C BEI30BOM 3asIBUI:

— JlagHO, HacMmoTpescsa BOoBob? Torga nmpoBanuBaii! CerogHsa 1 He MOUAY Ha aynueHIuo0! Xodyelb
— cTynay ¥ s6egHUYal BOOBCTBYIOLIEH UMIepaTpuiie!

X5 Col TAKEJI0 B3TOXHYII:

— Heyxenu B Balux ria3ax s Takou mopjen?
FOum#t umnepartop 6e3 KonebaHuit OTBETUI:
— Jla!

X3 Chl: «...»

«H Kak 1ocJje 9Toro HOPMAaJIBHO Pa3roBapuBaThk C 3TUM MEJIKUM HeropsieM?!» — MBICTIEHHO
BO3MYTHUIJICA OH.

Korpa 1oHBIM ©MIIEPaTOpP HAKOHEI] YCIIOKOUICs, X3 Chl 0TOPOCHIT LTy TIMBEIM TOH, coOpat
pa3bpocaHHbIe 10 MOy JTUCTH OyMaru ¥ aKKypPaTHO CJIOXKHUJ UX Ha cTojie. OOePHYBIIHCEH K MaJIbYHUKY,
OH CHOBa B3[OXHYII:

— Baire Benn4ecTBo, s 3Hat0, YTO MOC/E BHE3AMHOM KOHUMHHI IIOKOMHOI'0 UMIIepaTopa 1 Balllero
CKOPOTO BOCIIIECTBHS Ha MPECTOJI BaM He 1o cebe. Ho Kak HU KPYTH, BBl TEIeph IIPaBUTEIb, ¥ BECh
OBOp, ¥ Hapon Benukoy fAHBL 3aBUCAT OT Bac. M Korga HaCTaBHUK HaKa3bkIBAeT BacC IEePENUChHBaHNEM
YPOKOB, UJIM BAOBCTBYIOILasl UMIIepaTpulla Ja€T HaCTaBJIeHUs, BCE 3TO — U3 HaOeXKObl, UTO BHI
CTaHeTe MyApPBLIM IIPaBUTEJIEM.

— MynpbiM nipaBuTeneM? — KOHBINM UMIIEPATOP CXKajl MaJleHbKKe KyJIayKu U CapKacTU4eCKu
XMBIKHYJI. — TakuM, Kak Moy oTen? Mnu Kkak Mou fen?

X3 Cel CephE€3HO 3aAyMaICs:



— Bam CJIyr'a BCEro JIKIIb IIPUCIIY2KHUK U HE CMEET CYOUTh IIOKOMHOTO0 HMIIEpATOpPa UJIKN UMIIEPATOPA
CHOHBYH&. Ho Pa3 YK BHI CIIPOCHUIIA, OCMEIIOCEh BEICKA3aTh CBOE MHEHHe.

FOHBIM uMnIepaTop ClierkKa YoUBUIICH.
X3 Cbl IPOJOIKUI CIOKOWHBIM TOHOM:

— Br1, HaBepHOE, 3HaeTe, 4TO UMIepaTop CAOLU3YH B HAPOJE U B 3alIUCSAX UCTOPUKOB IIOIYUUII HE
JYUIIyIO PelyTaluio U3-3a yBIe4eHUus pe3b00ii 10 mevaTsaM, 3a YTO ero MPo3BaJid «UT'PYIIEeYHbIM
npaBuTeneM». Ho u3BeCTHO ¥ BaM, YTO BO BpeMS HaBOOHEHUS B LI3gHXyall OH TMYHO OTIIPABUJICS B
IIOCTPafaBLIAN PalloH, XKUJI U IIUTAJICS BMECTE C MECTHEIMM YMHOBHUKAMU U HApPOAOM, U fAaxe
y4aCTBOBAJI B CTPOUTENbCTBE aM0? UTo KacaeTcs Balllero OTIla, IOKOMHOTO UMIIepaTopa, OH,
BO3MOZKHO, He OCTaBUJI BEJIMKUX CBEPIIEeHHUM, 0 KOTOPBIX TOBOPHUJII OBl HAPOM, HO TPYOUIICS YCEPOHO,
BCTaBAaJl C IIeTyXaMu U JIOXKUJICS ClaTh I'Iy00KO HOYBIO.

OH 1moCcMOTpEN IPSMO B I'jla3a I0HOMY UMIIePaTOPY ¥ MeIeHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— TanaHTe KaXmoro yejoBeKa orpaHudeHbl. YToOH CTaTh MyAPHIM IIPABUTEJIEM, HYKHO CTEYEeHHE
00CTOSITENILCTB, yaada U COOCTBeHHBIe YCUIUs. — X3 CHI BJIOKUII IIOATOTOBIEHHYIO KUCTh B PYKY
MaJiburKa, HaKJIOHUJICS U MATKO YNIBIOHYJCS. — Ha Mo¥ B3y, 4TOOb CTaTh My[IPHIM IIPABUTEIEM,
CHayaJjla Hy2KHO CTaTh HACTOSAIIMM 4elloBeKOM. Kak BhI Mojyiaraete, Baie BennuecTBo?

10):131% HMIIEPATOpP CMOTPEII Ha HEro SaBOpO}KéHHO, d 9Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE YI'PDIOMO XMEBIKHYII.

W3My4uBIIKUCh U YTOBOPHUB IOHOTO UMIIEPATOPA [OMKMCATh OCTABIINECS TEKCTHI, X3 CHI BBIIIEN U3
IBopia He6ecHoit YMCTOTE ¥ YBUOEN, YTO Y2Ke JaBHO MUHOBA mongeHb. OH OB FOJTOJIEH KaK BOJIK.
OH MeuTas, 4YTO, CTaB IJIABHHIM €BHYXOM, OyIeT KaXKablil IeHb Pa3MBIIUISATE: «YTO CETOOHS ChECTb —
MOPCKOE YIIIKO, TPelaHra UM aKy/Iby IJIaBHUKKU?» A cefiyac OH Jaxke He yCIIeBasl Ha TOPSYMM CYII B
KyxHe JIBOPIIOBOTO ceKpeTapuaTta. X3 Chl CMaxHY IeYalIbHYIO CIe3y.

Ho He ycmien oH BEPHYTHCSA U IPUTOTOBUTHL cebe MUCKY JIAIIIN C COYCOM, KaK BHE3AITHO
II0YYBCTBOBAJI Pe3Kyio 00Jb B 'PYAH, B IIa3ax IOTEMHETIO, ¥ OH efiBa He CBaJIUJICS C BHICOKUX
CTYIIEHEN.

Bospems nogocneBmni YKao LI3MHYKYH ITOAXBATUII €70, C TOPEYbIO ITIAAS B JIALO:
— HamecCTHUK... BaM IPHUIIJIOCH HENETKO...
X3 CoI: «?»

«ITorogu-ka! Yo 9TO 3a BhIpazkeHue Niniia, OyATO MEHS yCIeNU U Tak, U 90aK, U ellé pa3okK II0
Kpyry? O0bsicHUCE! — mogyman oH. — KOHOMY uMIiepaTopy Bcero ceMb jieT! Heyxkemnu s BRITISAXKY
HaCTOJIBKO MTOXOT/IMBHIM 3BEpPEM?!»

X3 CH He penniica CIIpOCUTh BCIIYX — OYEHBb YK 60${JICH, 4yTo YKao HSI/IH‘-I}KYH YeCTHO KUBHET...

CHauamna oH penini, 9TO 3TO I'OJIOA BEI3BAJI I'OJIOBOKPYZXKEHNE. Ho korma Ciiegyrniasi BOJIHa 6omu
HaKPkhIJIa €TI0, OH BAPYT BCIIOMHHII O HOTpéHaHHOfI KHH2KOHKE, 3aCYHYTOfI B PYKas...

— *CbIHa B [opore MaTh BOJIHYET, Mo4allle HaBelllaid POJHOU A0M, IoHomma!*

X9 CHI: «...»



«Heyxkenu T, UCTPENaHHAs KHUTA, HE MOXKeIlb ORITh MeHee OeccepeyHoit, 6eCCTRIIHON U
HeJIeTon?! — MBICJIEHHO B3BBII OH. — 91 BOCEMHA[IIATh JIET KaK CUPOTa, 0 KAKOM JloMe peub?!»

B utore X3 Chl, IPOTUB CBOEYW BONH, IIOKKAHYII ABOPeEL. K c4yacThio, HEJaBHO OH IIPOBEPSII
COKPOBUIIHUIYY BOCTOYHOM MaaThl ¥ BCIIOMHUJI, YTO €T0 IPUEMHEIN 0Tel] 3a0bla IIPOOaTh ONUH ero
YACTHEIN JOM B CTOJIUIIE.

[TogymaB, OH PeInI, YTO 3TO, TOKAIYH, eUHCTBEHHOE MEeCTO B CTOJIUIIE UJTH HazKe BO BCEM MHUpE,
KOTOPOE OH MOT OBl C HaTSKKOH Ha3BaTh JOMOM...

C 3eMJIMCTHIM JIULIOM, TO U [EeJI0 XBaTasCh 3a CKUMAIOIIYIOCS IPyab, X3 Chl moMyYascs K
3a0pOoIIeHHOMY IOMY Ha OKpauHe CTOJIHUIIHL.

Emé He mepecTyIuB [IOPOT, OH YK€ 3aMeTHJI 4eJI0BeKa, JIeKaIllero oy HaBECOM.

ToT mpUKPELT TuI[0 6aMOYKOBOH IIJISIION, HO, YCIIBIIIAB IIaTH, CHSJI €€ U, JICHWBO 3€BHYB, TOBEPHYJICS
Ha 3BYK:

— Hy, npumern.

X3 Chl OB B ITOJTHOM HEIOYMEHUH.

YenoBek, YBULIEB €T0 PaCTEPSIHHOCTh, KPUBO YCMEXHYIICS:

— Pa3Be He BB, HAMECTHUK, TOBOPHUJIU, YTO 5 BaM MOJIKEH XU3Hb? C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa S Balll.
X3 CHI: «...»

Atmocdepa cTanla HEBHIHOCUMO HanpsxkKeHHoU. X9 Chl, laxKe He TS, 3Hal, YTO eT0 BEPHBIH
IIONYMHEHHLIN Y2Ke HapHCOBaJ B IOJIOBe CLIeHY, TIe «<HaMeCTHUK-TUPaH IIOXUIaeT MOIO0T0
rBappenlia, Mydas ero gyuly U Tejo».

X3 ChlI ¢ cusol HaxKaJjl Ha MIePeHOCHIly, TTOaBIAsl XKeJlaHue KPUKHYTh: «f He TaKo, 1 HEBUHEH, g
noOpOmOPSIOOYHEBIN I0HOIIA!» — U, He T4 Ha YeloBeKa, IIPOIIENT MuMoO. Ilepen TeM Kak TONKHYTh
IBEPB, OH XOJIOMHO YCMEXHYJIC:

— B TakoM-TO OTyMEPTBOM COCTOSTHUM?
Ero TOH OBIT ITOJIOH IPe3peHust ¥ MpeHeOpeKeHus.

TyT ke Yxkao LI3MHYXKYH U IpUTAUBILINECS B TEHU CIIyT¥ BOCTOYHOU ManaTel OPYKHO axHyIu. Ux
B3TJIAMLI, yCTpeMIEHHEIe Ha X3 Chl, ICHO YuTanuch: «Ilommen».

X3 CHI: «...»

«BOT 4TO 3HQUYUT IOLIYTUTh Ha IIyCTOM MECTe — TeIephb IPUIIOJI3NIN U BEIMOTalT! — IIoAyMasl OH. —
Yro xk, moamer] Tak momiel. KTo B MoyomocTu He ObIBas moayienoM?» X9 Cel pemut ObITh XOIOTHBIM
[0 KOHIJA U, [OCTaB U3 pyKaBa KJII04, HallpaBUJICS K ABEPU.

Ho He ycrien oH BCTaBUTD K/II0Y B 3allbIEHHBIN MEIHBIN 3aMOK, KaK ero ofiexkay pe3ko JEpHYIn
BHU3.

X3 Chl X0I0OHO OIYCTHJI B3TJISIM U, BCTPETUBIIUCH C TJla3aMyi YEPHBIMU, KaK CMOJIb, ¥ SPKUMHU, Kak
3BE3MBI, HEBOJILHO 3aMep.



OTH TJ1a3a, KaK ¥ IIPHU IIePBOM BCTpede, HAallOMUHAIN KJIMHOK CO CKPBITHIM Jie3BueM. M cefiyac 3ToT
KJIMHOK CJIETKa 3aCBepKaJsl X0JIOOHEIM 611ecKoM. YeoBeK, ybifasich, HO C SSBHOM yrpo30i B TOJIOCE,
IIPOU3HEC:

— HaMmecTHUK, HEYKeu Bbl XOTUTE, HAC/IafUBIINCh, 3a0kITh 00 obemanusax? B kabunere
«/IXyHbBIOQHb» BBl TOBOPUJIU COBCEM [IPYIOE€.

«...» X9 CHI laxKe yCJIBIIIAJ, KaK KTO-TO B Y1y axHys. Ero ynei0ka HaKOHEIl TPECHYTIa, U OH,
pa3opaxkEHHO, BHITIAJINII:

— B3pop! Pa3Be MOXHO BEpUTh TOMY, YTO MYKYKUHEL TOBOPAT B IIOCTENN?!
Barnsap Yxkao LI3MHYKyHa U3MEHUJICS C «IIOfJIella» Ha «JKUBOTHOE...
X3 Chl: «...»

«Henb3s mpopmonkaTh 3TOT abCcyp, — mopyMas oH. — Ecnu Tak mougeT, 3aBTpa Bce OyIyT TOBOPUTE,
YTO HaMeCTHUK BOCTOYHOU nanaThl U rBapheel yCTPOUIN OPruio B , UXyHBIOaHB“».

OH pe3KO0 AEPHYT HOTOM, HO He YCIIe] OTCTYIIUTD U Ha IIar, Kak 4eJIoOBeK CKaTUJICS C JIECTHUIIHL. Anas
KPOBb OBICTPO NMPONKTaa CBETIVIO XOJIIIIOBYIO TKaHb, PACTEKasACh 10 TPYOHU KYTKUM IITHOM.

X9 CHI: «...»

X3 Col 1 Ykao L[3uHYKyH 00MeHSIIUCh B3rnsamamMu. X9 Chl, 3aKPHIB JIUI0 PYKOH, CHAICS U MaXHYII
PYKOIi:

— TamuTe ero BHyTpE.

Korpga ero BHecnu, X3 Cbl 00HAPYKUII, UTO AOM, IOJITO€ BPEMS ITyCTOBABIINM, OBITT IPSI3HEIM U
HEYX0XKEHHBIM, HeKyfa OblsI0 CTynuTh. K cuacThio, ciyrd BocTouHOM nanaThl paboTanu GLICTPO, U
BCKOpEe BOCTOYHOE KPHIIO OBITI0 yOpaHo, a YelI0BeK YI0KEH B ITOCTETID.
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